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REPORT 


Superintendent  of  Public  instruction, 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  2,  1895. 

To  His  Excellency  Daniel  H.  Hastings,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  June  3,  1895,  being 
the  sixty-second  annual  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Com 
monwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 

of  Pennsylvania : 

In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  3,  1895,  I  desire,  first  of 
all,  to  call  attention  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  in  not  re- 
ducing 

The  Appropriation  to  the  Public  Schools 

for  the  two  school  years  commencing  on  the  first  Monday  of  June, 
1805.  Although  the  annual  amount  has  reached  the  magnificent  sum 
of  five  and  a  half  million  dollars,  it  does  not  cover  one-third  of  the  ex- 
penditures for  public  instruction.  In  the  sparsely  settled  districts 
the  burden  of  local  taxation  is  heavy  in  comparison  with  the  in- 
comes of  the  taxpayers.  Schools  must  be  maintained  with  a  com- 
paratively small  attendance;  the  average  cost  per  pupil  is  propor- 
tionately increased  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number 
of  resident  taxables  or  in  the  amount  of  appropriation  paid  to  these 
districts.  On  the  other  hand  the  cities  and  boroughs  which  raise  by 
local  taxation  from  two  to  thirteen  times  as  much  as  they  get  from 
the  State,  certainly  deserve  all  the  aid  which  they  are  now  receiving. 
In  the  last  fifty  years  the  amount  annually  appropriated  to  the 
public  schools  has  risen  from  two  hundred  thousand  to  five  and  a 
half  million  dollars.  Only  once  during  this  period  did  a  Legislature 
appropriate  a  sum  less  than  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  pre- 
ceding Legislature;  and  that  was  during  the  trying  days  of  the  Civil 
War,  when  the  resources  and  the  energies  of  the  people  were  needed 
to  save  the  Union. 

The  Appropriations  to  Higher  Institutions  of  Learning. 

The  Legislature  also  deserves  praise  for  its  generous  liberality  in 
aiding  our  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Two  hundred  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  the  State  College,  two  hundred  thousand 
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in  aid  of  the  post-graduate  department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  fifty  thousand  to  aid  in  establishing  a  school  of  mining 
in  connection  with  the  Western  University,  are  appropriations  indic- 
ative of  a  new  departure  in  the  direction  of  fostering  higher  educa- 
tion. Post-graduate  work  in  a  university  means,  among  other 
things,  the  special  preparation  of  teachers  for  departmental  instruc- 
tion in  the  more  advanced  schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  College  and  University  Council. 

The  act  creating  a  College  and  University  Council  and  imposing  a 
property  qualification  as  a  condition  of  chartering  new  institutions 
with  power  to  confer  degrees,  will  check  the  indefinite  multiplica- 
tion of  colleges  with  nothing  to  build  upon  except  faith  in  the  future, 
and  will  thus  pave  the  way  for  improving  the  scope  and  quality  of 
higher  instruction  by  strengthening  the  colleges  that  now  exist.  A 
great  service  will  be  rendered  to  the  young  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth when  it  shall  be  no  longer  possible  to  inflate  them  with  the 
notion  that  they  are  getting  the  discipline  of  a  college  course  whilst 
in  reality  they  are  receiving  an  inferior  training  of  whose  defects  a 
decade's  competition  in  after  life  will  convince  them — possibly 
after  it  is  too  late  to  rectify  the  mistakes  of  their  early  education. 

Examinations. 

The  act  increasing  the  number  of  examiners  at  the  State  Normal 
Schools  has  made  it  possible  to  conduct  the  final  examinations  at 
these  schools  with  greater  care  and  thoroughness.  The  act  impos- 
ing upon  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  the  duty  of  ap- 
pointing the  Committee  of  Examiners  for  permanent  certificates,  has 
eliminated  from  the  annual  teacher's  institutes  the  excitement  inci- 
dent to  the  electioneering  for  rival  candidates,  and  abolished  other 
abuses  which  were  gradually  lowering  the  public  estimate  of  these 
certificates. 

The  Question  of  Uniform  Examinations. 

I  do  not  find  myself  in  sympathy  with  the  clamor  for  uniform  ex- 
aminations throughout  the  entire  State.  To  make  absolutely  uni- 
form examinations  desirable  it  would  be  necessary  to  legislate  that 
children  must  be  born  uniform,  that  their  environment  shall  be  made 
uniform,  and  that  the  callings  for  which  they  are  to  be  fitted  shall 
be  uniform.  There  will  always  be  as  many  standards  as  there  are 
persons  charged  with  the  duty  of  marking  answers.  Questions  pre- 
pared at  the  Capitol  and  submitted  on  the  same  day  throughout  the 
entire  State,  must  leave  out  of  account  the  local  needs  of  differ- 
ent communities,  the  disturbing  causes  in  the  rooms  where  the 
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examinations  are  held,  and  the  personal  elements  wliicli  should  be 
allowed  to  modify  the  result  in  cases  in  which  ability  to  teach  is 
relatively  greater  or  less  than  the  scholarship  of  the  candidate,  it 
is  sometimes  ior  the  best  interest  of  the  children  to  certificate  a 
person  with  superior  ability  as  a  teacher  when  rejection  might 
seem  justifiable  on  a  pure  basis  of  scholarship.  Moreover,  a  stand- 
ard which  can  be  maintained  in  the  districts  with  long  terms  and 
good  salaries,  would  cut  off  most  of  the  teachers  in  districts  whicn, 
with  the  maximum  rate  of  tax  allowed  by  law,  must  be  satisiied 
with  short  terms  and  low  salaries.  To  say  that  under  the  present 
system  certificates  of  the  same  grade  do  not  stand  for  the  same 
intellectual  attainments  is  simply  to  affirm  what  is  true  of  all 
diplomas  and  certificates  of  scholarship.  If  the  students  in  the 
literary  and  scientific  courses  of  our  higher  institutions  were  re- 
quired to  pass  a  uniform  examination  throughout  the  entire  State, 
there  would  be  a  howl  in  every  college  loud  enough  to  be  heard  from 
Dan  to  Beer-sheba. 

A  superintendent  who  is  fit  to  examine  answers  is  also  fit  to  pre- 
pare questions.  Hence  I  do  not  feel  prepared  at  this  time  to 
recommend  any  further  changes  in  the  method  of  certificating 
teachers. 

The  Public  Library  Act. 

The  act  for  the  establishment  of  free  public  libraries  in  the  several 
school  districts  of  the  Commonwealth  except  in  cities  of  the  first  and 
second  class,  allows  the  directors  to  levy  for  the  purchase,  improve- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  free  public  library  a  tax  not  exceeding 
one  mill  in  any  one  year  on  the  valuation  of  the  property  assessed 
for  school  purposes.  It  also  permits  the  school  board  to  receive  and 
hold  free  from  all  collateral  inheritance  tax  any  devise,  bequest, 
grant,  endowment,  gift,  donation  or  contribution  of  property  real, 
personal  or  mixed.  Under  this  provision  valuable  real  estate  and  a 
large  collection  of  books  were  recently  offered  to  the  school  author- 
ities of  Reading.  A  petition  urging  the  acceptance  of  the  gift  was 
signed  by  several  thousand  of  the  heaviest  taxpayers.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  public  spirited  citizens  in  other  school  districts  will,  by 
word  and  deed,  by  donations  and  petitions,  also  induce  the  directors 
to  take  advantage  of  the  powers  granted  by  this  act. 

The  munificent  liberality  of  Andrew  Carnegie  supplied  Allegheny 
and  Pittsburgh  with  excellent  library  facilities;  the  Philadelphia 
board  of  control  has  estabished  libraries  in  different  sections  of  that 
city;  an  act  creating  a  library  fund  was  passed  for  cities  of  the 
first  class.  Scranton,  Wilkes-Barre,  Johnstown,  Braddock  and 
Warren  have  libraries  worthy  of  mention.     But  the  great  majority 
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of  our  cities  and  boroughs  either  have  no  public  libraries  at  all  or 
libraries  of  such  limited  scope  as  to  provoke  both  the  scholar  and  the 
average  reader  because  they  so  generally  contain  the  books  which 
one  does  not  want  and  lack  the  books  which  would  be  really  helpful. 
Xo  legislation  was  more  needed,  and  none  will  result  in  greater  good 
or  elicit  more  gratitude  from  those  who  have  learned  to  enjoy  a 
good  book. 

Other  Legislation. 

Good  results  may  be  expected  from  the  recent  legislation  designed 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  contagious  diseases  and  to  improve  the  san- 
itary condition  of  the  school  houses  and  surroundings.  The  relig- 
ious garb  bill  has  had  the  effect  of  excluding  the  nuns  or  sisters 
from  the  ranks  of  public  school  teachers;  in  some  instances  the  chil- 
dren whom  they  formerly  taught,  have  also  been  withdrawn  from  the 
public  suioois.  But  the  most  far  reaching  of  all  the  recent  laws  is 
the  act  making  education  compulsory.  Under  this  act  children  be- 
tween the  age  of  eight  and  thirteen  are  required  to  attend  school 
at  least  sixteen  weeks  each  year.  The  moral  effect  of  this  legislation 
has  been  salutary  in  causing  some  pupils  to  attend  who  would  other- 
wise have  absented  themselves.  The  full  effect  of  the  law  cannot  be 
seen  so  long  as  the  school  census  has  not  been  taken.  In  accordance 
with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  this  census  is  first  to  be 
taken  in  connection  with  the  spring  assessment  of  1896. 

One  great  service  which  the  school  department  of  every  Common- 
wealth renders,  consists  in  preventing  harmful  legislation.  The 
constitutional  governments  of  the  Old  World  have  a  ministry  which 
represents  the  majority  and  which  is  responsible  for  all  legisla- 
tion; new  bills  are  prepared  by  experts;  and  it  is  of  the  highest 
moment  to  the  leaders  to  prevent  the  enactment  of  any  crude  or  ill- 
advised  laws.  Iu  our  system  of  legislation  by  committees  whose  de- 
liberations are  seldom  reported,  it  is  possible  for  bills  to  be  reported 
favorably  which  were  drafted  to  remove  abuse  in  one  locality  but 
whose  sweeping  provisions  will  do  great  harm  in  dozens  of  town 
ships  where  the  conditions  are  different.  It  is  a  study  of  years 
to  acquire  familiarity  with  the  varying  conditions  under  which  the 
schools  have  to  be  conducted  in  different  sections  of  the  Common- 
wealth. The  teachers,  superintendents,  directors  and  patrons  of 
the  schools  have  been  unusually  vigilant  during  the  past  year  and 
have  greatly  assisted  in  the  prevention  of  harm  to  the  school  sys- 
tem. What  the  Pennsylvania  schools  specially  need  is  watchful 
care  lest  the  functions  and  efficiency  of  the  superintendency  in  our 
counties  and  cities  be  impaired  by  unwise  legislation.  The  conserva- 
tion of  what  has  proved  useful  is.  to  say  the  least,  quite  as  important 
as  ilif  eradication  of  abuses. 
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On  the  other  hand,  progress  implies  change.  Changes  will  with- 
out doubt  be  necessary  before  the  compulsory  law  can  be  made  ef- 
fective throughout  the  entire  State.  The  author  of  the  law  freely 
admitted  that  it  was  tentative  in  some  of  its  provisions  and  that 
modifications  may  be  necessary  in  order  to  secure  the  attendance 
of  all  the  children  whom  the  law  designed  to  reach.  All  our 
people  should  honestly  seek  to  carry  its  provisions  into  effect  to  the 
end  that  no  child  may  be  deprived  of  the  education  which  the  found- 
ers of  the  common  school  system  aimed  to  bring  within  reach  of  all. 
In  a  popular  government  the  efficiency  of  every  law  depends  upon 
the  support  it  receives  from  public  sentiment. 

The  Educational  Problem. 

To  bring  the  boy  to  school  is  but  the  first  step  in  the  solution  of 
the  educational  problem.  What  to  do  with  him  after  he  gets  there  is 
the  problem  which  keeps  educators  awake  at  night  and  absorbs  their 
best  thought  and  effort  during  the  day.  An  answer  in  theory  will 
aid  and  guide  those  who  must  answer  this  question  in  practice.  In 
attempting  a  theoretical  answer  it  is  helpful  to  institute  a  com- 
parison between  the  rural  schools  and  those  at  or  near  the  great 
centres  of  population.  During  the  past  year  six  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-two  (6,472)  schools  were  open  during  ten  months; 
four  thousand  and  seven  (4,007)  during  nine  months,  and  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  fifty-five  (2,855)  during  eight  months.  In  these 
figures  no  deduction  is  made  for  occasional  breaks  due  to  local  causes, 
giving  in  the  report  a  small  fraction  less  than  the  specified  number 
of  months.  The  remaining  twelve  thousand  and  fourteen  (12,014) 
schools  were  in  session  between  six  and  eight  months.  Since  popula- 
tion gravitates  toward  the  centres  of  trade  and  industry,  there  is  con- 
tinual danger  of  overcrowding  in  city  and  borough  schools,  a  circum- 
stance which  greatly  impairs  the  efficiency  of  the  teaching.  The 
pupils  who  attend  school  in  country  districts,  do  not  on  the  average 
quit  school  as  early  as  those  who  live  near  the  factories  and  the 
mines;  hence  the  value  of  the  instruction  in  rural  schools  is  enhanced 
by  the  fact  that  the  pupils  are  on  the  average  more  mature. 

City  and  Rural  Schools. 

The  educational  advantages  of  children  in  the  city  over  those  in 
the  country,  are,  therefore,  not  as  great  as  many  suppose.  The  city 
schools,  it  is  true,  are  in  session  ten  months  in  the  year,  but  the 
average  boy,  entering  at  six  and  leaving  at  thirteen,  gets  less  than 
seventy  months  of  schooling  if  we  deduct  breaks  in  the  attendance 
due  to  sickness  and  other  causes.     The  term  of  most  rural  schools 
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being  six  months,  the  youth  who  attends  until  he  is  seventeen,  will, 
under  favorable  circumstances,  likewise  receive  upwards  of  sixty 
months  of  schooling.  Comparatively  few  advance  into  schools  of 
higher  grade  and  work  their  way  through  the  high  school  and  the 
college,  with  the  view  of  entering  a  profession  or  one  of  the  other 
learned  vocations.  For  these  favored  few  (although  more  numerous 
than  many  suppose)  we  prepare  elaborate  courses  of  study  and 
frame  exhaustive  definitions  of  a  complete  education.  For  the 
great  majority  of  the  pupils  in  both  rural  and  city  schools  the  prob- 
lem of  education  resolves  itself  into  the  question:  How  may  about 
sixty  months  of  the  formative  period  of  life  be  spent  most  profitably  ? 
The  far  reaching  influence  of  this  question,  kept  constantly  before 
the  minds  of  teachers  and  superintendents,  is  evident  upon  a  mo- 
ment's reflection.  The  mere  statement  of  the  question  is  enough  to 
expose  the  folly  of  methods  which  ''keep  the  pupil  drilling  for 
months  upon  the  number  live  and  all  that  can  be  done  with  it,  and 
years  upon  the  number  twenty."'  An  earnest  attempt  to  answer  the 
question  results  in  banishing  from  the  school  room  many  a  pet 
scheme  of  those  who  expect  the  public  schools  to  furnish  a  boy  every- 
thing needful  in  the  way  of  preparation  for  time  and  eternity.  An- 
other effect  is  constant  effort  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  to  secure 
a  connection  between  the  school  and  the  ordinary  life  of  the  people. 
Xo  time  will  be  wasted  in  the  solution  of  arithmetical  conundrums 
which  have  no  counterpart  in  real  life,  in  the  memorizing  of  innumer- 
able names  of  black  dots  called  cities  and  wavy  lines  denoting  rivers, 
and  in  mastering  technicalities  which  are  supposed  to  be  valuable 
merely  as  a  meaus  of  mental  discipline.  The  game  of  chess  is  an 
excellent  discipline  for  the  intellectual  powers,  but  who  in  this  prac- 
tical age  advocates  chess  playing  as  part  of  the  school  curriculum? 
Unfortunately  some  things  taught  at  school  have  less  practical  and 
disciplinary  value  than  a  game  of  chess. 

"Children  well  instructed  to  thirteen  years  of  age,"  says  a  prom- 
inent educator,  "should  go  forth  to  write  and  speak,  to  think  and  to 
work  with  open  eyes.  They  may  be  ignorant  of  the  date  of  the 
battle  of  Cherubusco,  but  they  can  have  some  bright  visions  of  Amer- 
ican statesmanship  and  some  inspiring  recollections  of  duty  sub- 
limely done.  They  may  not  know  all  about  physics  and  chemistry, 
but  they  will  know  something  of  the  lawrs  which  govern  their  lives 
and  of  the  facts  which  constitute  modern  progress.  They  may  not 
know  physiology,  but  they  will  know  a  good  deal  about  the  condi- 
tions of  physical  health.  They  may  be  ignorant  of  alleged  arith- 
metic, but  they  will  know  something  of  weighing  and  measuring. 
They  may  never  have  seen  a  Second,  Third,  Fourth  or  Fifth  reader, 
but  they  will  read  with  pleasure,  because  with  intelligence,  the  sim- 
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pie  prose  and  poetry  of  their  own  country,  and  possibly  will  be  able  to 
sing  its  songs.''  So  much  has  been  said  of  the  importance  of  study- 
ing things  rather  than  words,  of  t7ie  value  of  laboratory  methods  as 
contrasted  with  text  book  instruction  that  many  are  in  danger  of 
forgetting  that  one  of  the  chief  aims  of  the  school  is  to  teach 

The  Right  Use  of  Books. 

This  carries  with  it  not  only  the  power  to  interpret  print  and 
script  as  found  in  our  libraries  and  newspapers,  in  book  accounts 
and  business  correspondence,  but  also  the  power  to  use  these  in  the 
communication  of  one's  own  thoughts.  Books  enshrine  the  best 
thoughts  of  the  race.  Through  books  the  individual  has  access  to 
the  noblest  aspirations,  the  loftiest  ideals,  the  most  inspiring  senti- 
ments, the  holiest  emotions,  and  the  grandest  purposes  that  ever 
stirred  the  heart  and  moved  the  will  of  man.  Books  record  the  re- 
sults of  the  most  careful  and  elaborate  experiments  in  every  spe- 
cialty. Experiments  at  school  are  chiefly  valuable  as  furnishing  the 
ideas  by  which  the  writings  of  specialists  may  be  understood  and 
applied.  Many  of  those  who  leave  school  at  thirteen  must  subsist 
and  perhaps  rear  families  on  a  dollar  a  day.  If  they  can  enjoy  a 
good  book,  they  are  in  these  days  of  public  libraries,  almost  on  a 
par  spiritually  with  the  more  fortunate  of  their  fellowmen.  More* 
over,  the  right  use  of  books  serves  to  awaken  the  whole  mental  life 
and  to  stimulate  the  powers  of  the  intellect  into  normal  activity  at 
every  stage  of  development. 

It  has  become  trite  to  say  that  education  involves  both  culture 
and  instruction,  that  the  mind  must  be  formed  as  well  informed, 
that  the  intellect  is  strengthened  and  developed  by  exercise  in  the 
acquisition,  reproduction  and  elaboration  of  knowledge.  The  edu- 
cator has  not  fulfilled  his  mission  until  he  has  selected  the  exercises 
and  subjects  which  give  the  best  discipline  whilst  they  impart  the 
most  useful  information.  To  the  category  of  discipline  belong  the 
moral  qualities  or  virtues  which  are  essential  to  complete  living  and 
even  to  success  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  term. 

The  School  Virtues. 

During  the  sixty  or  seventy  months  of  an  average  career  at  school 
the  pupil  may  be  expected  to  acquire  at  least  the  ordinary  school  vir- 
tues. Regularity  and  punctuality,  neatness  and  cleanliness,  industry 
and  obedience,  kindness  and  politeness  are  essential  not  only  to  a 
good  school  but  also  to  a  successful  career  beyond  the  school.  Not 
only  will  these  virtues  be  acquired  under  the  guidance  of  a  good 
teacher,  but  the  pupils  will  also  learn  to  find  pleasure  in  work  as 
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well  as  in  play,  to  subordinate  self  to  the  common  good  and  to  be 
tolerant  of  those  whose  honest  opinions  and  habits  of  thought  differ 
from  their  own.  These  ends  are,  of  course,  best  secured  while  the 
pupils  and  the  teacher  are  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  in 
the  study  of  books  and  of  the  things  which  are  treated  in  books. 

Can  aught  be  done  to  prepare  pupils  under  thirteen  for  their  fu- 
ture duties  as  citizens?  Upon  the  introduction  of  the  Australian  sys 
tern  of  balloting,  a  boy  upon  his  return  from  school  at  noon  on  elec- 
tion day  said  to  his  father,  "Papa,  have  you  voted?"  On  receiving  a 
negative  reply,  he  exclaimed,  "I  did."  The  father  asked  for  an  ex- 
planation and  found  to  his  surprise  that  under  the  eye  of  the  teacher 
an  election  according  to  the  new  system  had  been  held  before  the 
opening  of  school  and  that  after  school  the  vote  was  to  be  counted 
and  the  result  announced.  By  similar  devices  many  points  in  civics 
can  be  taught  and  the  principles  of  honest  government  inculcated. 
In  a  republic  like  ours  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  interest  all  the 
pupils  both  in  the  Federal  Constitution  and  in  that  more  complex 
document  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  our  State  government. 

The  grave  importance  of  teaching  civics  is  further  apparent  from 
the  figures  of  the  last  census.  According  to  the  census  of  1890 
there  were  in  the  United  States  nine  million  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  (0.240,547)  people  of  for- 
eign birth.  The  freedom-loving  Swiss  and  the  better  class  of  immi- 
grants from  other  countries  soon  catch  the  spirit  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. But  of  the  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  (845,720)  foreign-born  persons  credited  to  Pennsyl- 
vania there  are  many  whose  children  need  the  patriotic  influences  of 
our  public  schools,  as  well  as  instruction  in  the  use  of 
a  language  other  than  their  mother  tongue.  We  have  schools  in 
which  more  than  half  a  dozen  nationalities  are  represented.  We 
have  in  Pennsylvania  upwards  of  ninety  periodicals  printed  in  lan- 
guages which  the  English  call  foreign.  Since  English  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  courts  and  of  the  other  branches  of  government,  its  ac- 
quisition by  the  children  of  foreign  parentage  should  be  insisted  on 
for  their  own  sake  and  for  the  sake  of  the  nation. 

On  the  question  of  language,  statistics  are.  of  course,  apt  to  be 
somewhat  deceptive.  Of  our  foreign-born  population,  two  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  (269,480)  are  cred- 
ited to  Philadelphia:  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand  and  sev- 
enty-eisrht  (153,078)  to  Allegheny  county:  sixty-four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  three  (64.103)  to  Luzerne:  forty-six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  (46.300)  to  Lackawanna:  and  thirtv-one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  thirtv-three  (31.523)  to  Schuylkill.  A  large 
proportion  hailing  from  Great  Britain.  Ireland  and  Canada,  speak 
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English  as  their  mother  tongue.  On  the  other  hand  Berks  with  five 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven  (5,867),  Lehigh  with  five 
thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  (5,480),  and  Snyder  with  seventy- 
two  (72),  might  from  the  figures  seem  more  thoroughly  English  than 
Chester,  which  had  a  foreign-born  population  of  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixteen  (6,716).  Those  conversant  with  the  facts  know 
very  well  that  in  counties  like  Berks,  Lebanon,  Lehigh,  Northampton 
a  very  large  population  whose  ancestors  fought  in  the  Revolution  and 
saved  Washington's  army  from  destruction  at  Valley  Forge,  still  use 
in  their  homes  the  vernacular  of  their  forefathers.  In  these  sections 
of  the  Keystone  State  the  study  of  English  and  its  use  on  the  play 
ground  should  be  insisted  on  as  one  of  the  chief  essentials  of  the 
school  curriculum. 

Whatever  else  the  school  may  accomplish,  it  will  have  failed  to 
fulfill  its  mission  if  the  pupils  have  not  acquired  while  at  school: 

1.  The  ordinary  school  virtues. 

2.  The  English  language,  including  the  power  to  think  and  to  ex- 
press thought  in  both  script  and  speech. 

3.  A  taste  for  good  reading  and  the  power  to  use  books  aright. 

4.  A  knowledge  of  business  forms  and  the  ability  to  perform  the 
calculations  required  in  barter  and  trade. 

5.  Sufficient  knowledge  of  hygiene  to  observe  the  laws  of  health. 

6.  Enough  geography  and  history  to  see  the  relation  of  good  gov- 
ernment to  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

7.  And  finally  a  willingness  to  make  sacrifices  in  the  cause  of 
right  and  truth  and  in  the  interest  of  humanity  at  home  and  abroad. 

Secondary  Schools. 

Whilst  it  is  important  to  hand  down  from  generation  to  generation 
the  knowledge  which  the  ages  have  accumulated,  it  is  not  necessary 
for  every  individual  to  know  all  that  is  to  be  known.  The  benefit  of 
most  of  the  knowledge  which  the  race  has  and  must  have,  comes  to 
us  at  second  hand.  A  fee  representing  but  a  small  fraction  of  our 
own  time  and  effort  secures  the  services  of  a  specialist  whose  skill  is 
the  result  of  years  of  study  and  experience.  Multitudes  toil  under 
the  guidance  of  chemists  and  capitalists,  of  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers whose  knowledge  in  their  special  lines  is  highly  essential  to 
the  best  interests  of  those  who  work  for  them  or  buy  from  them.  It 
is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  all  classes  of  society  that 
those  who  enter  the  learned  vocations  or  direct  the  labor  of  others, 
should  be  educated  beyond  the  elementary  branches.  A  system  of 
public  instruction  can  not  be  considered  complete  or  satisfactory  if 
it  fails  to  provide  secondary  schools  for  the  training  of  this  impor- 
tant minority.     Where  high  schools  have  been  established  for  giv- 
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ing  this  secondary  education,  those  availing  themselves  of  it  are  not 
as  small  a  minority  as  many  suppose.  It  is  customary  to  compare 
the  number  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  with  the  total  enrolment  of 
the  district  and  to  accept  this  ratio  as  indicating  the  percentage  of 
pupils  who  get  instruction  beyond  the  common  branches.  This 
method  of  computation  leaves  out  of  account  the  fact  that  by  reason 
of  the  difference  in  the  length  of  time  covered  by  the  high  school  and 
the  lower  grades,  the  total  enrolment  furnishes  no  just  basis  of  com- 
parison between  them.  Moreover,  since  the  number  entering  the 
primary  grade  increases  from  year  to  year,  the  number  of  those  in 
the  entering  class  of  the  high  school  should  be  compared  with  the 
number  of  those  who  began  school  when  the  pupils  of  said  class  were 
in  the  primary  grade.  Thus  it  will  be  found  that  in  a  city  reporting 
seven  per  cent,  of  its  enrolment  as  belonging  to  the  high  school,  be- 
tween twenty-five  and  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  entering  the  pub- 
lic schools  actually  receive  instruction  beyond  elementary  branches. 
That  secondary  instruction  reaches  directly  so  large  a  per  centage 
of  the  enrolment  and  indirectly  benefits  all  classes  of  society,  is  an 
unanswerable  argument  in  favor  of  the  extension  of  our  high  school 
system  to  rural  districts.  Lebanon  county  boasts  of  two  high  schools 
maintained  by  Cornwall  and  Jackson  townships;  Chester  county 
boasts  of  four  township  hiirh  schools:  and  the  idea  has  taken  root 
u  other  counties.  Tf  Pennsylvania  wore  to  follow  the  example  of 
Wisconsin  in  making  a  liberal  appropriation  in  aid  of  all  high 
schools  maintaining  a  triven  standard,  the  greatest  want  in  our  sys- 
tem of  public  instruction  would  in  no  loner  time  be  supplied  by  the 
multiplication  of  hiirh  schools  in  rural  districts  and  by  the  increased 
efficiency  of  the  secondary  instruction  in  cities  and  boroughs. 

Evening   Schools. 

A  number  of  cities  and  boroughs  report  evening  schools.  Pupils 
whom  the  struggle  for  bread  keeps  at  work  during  the  day  and  to 
whom  a  hard  fate  denied  early  advantages,  find  in  these  schools  an 
opportunity  to  acquire  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education.  The 
attendance  at  some  of  these  schools  could  be  improved  in  duration, 
regularity  and  numbers  if  the  quality  of  the  instruction  were  im- 
proved by  the  employment  of  the  best  teachers  and  its  scope  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  branches  like  book-keeping,  civics,  drawing  and 
the  elements  of  the  sciences.  Teachers  who  have  expended  their 
best  energies  upon  day  work  should  not  be  employed  for  the  evening 
schools,  but  the  salaries  paid  should  attract  superior  talent  and  se- 
cure a  maximum  of  skill  and  energy.  The  fact  that  the  evening 
school  is  attended  by  pupils  of  limited  opportunities  for  study  and 
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is  in  session  only  a  few  hours  each  school  day,  shows  the  need  of  the 
best  teaching  talent  if  ordinary  results  are  to  be  attained. 

Fifty  thousand  pupils  attend  the  continuation  evening  schools  es- 
tablished by  the  school  board  of  London.  The  plan  is  worth  trying 
in  the  progressive  cities  of  America. 

The  Training  of  Teachers. 

In  1831  JSaniuel  Breck,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  education, 
made  a  report  to  the  House,  in  which  he  maintained  that  seminaries 
for  the  instruction  01  teachers  are  as  important  as  medical  schools 
for  physicians,  that  under  the  proposed  system  of  common  schools  a 
large  supply  of  teachers  must  be  properly  formed  for  this  vocation 
and  that  they  must  acquire  the  knowledge  to  be  communicated  and 
the  art  of  communicating  that  knowledge  in  addition  to 
the  art  of  "well-governing"  a  school.  For  several  decades  after  the 
establishment  of  the  system  every  State  (Superintendent  called  at- 
tention to  the  need  of  properly  trained  teachers.  In  his  third  annual 
report  Thos.  H.  Burrows  says:  "The  want  of  more  and  better  teach- 
ers is  by  far  the  greatest  difficulty  of  the  system.  Without  these 
it  cannot  long  retain  the  degree  of  public  favor  now  possessed,  and 
with  them  its  capacity  for  usefulness  will  only  be  limited  by  the 
necessities  of  the  rising  generation." 

"The  means  of  supplying  this  last  and  greatest  want,"  he  goes  on 
to  say,  "have  occupied  much  of  the  thoughts  of  the  Superintendent. 
He  has  come  deliberately  and  unhesitatingly  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  best  mode  is  the  establishment  of  separate  free  State  institutions 
for  the  instruction  of  the  teachers.  Two  others  have  been  proposed 
and  partially  tried,  with  little  success.  One  is  to  strengthen  the 
county  academies  by  State  patronage,  so  that  they  shall  instruct  and 
furnish  each  county  with  a  sufficient  number  of  good  teachers.  It 
was  mainly  with  a  view  to  this  end  that  the  practice  of  giving  public 
aid  to  these  institutions  first  commenced.  It  has  been  over  and 
over  asserted  that  they  form  the  only  hope  of  the  State  in  improving 
her  teachers,  but  they  have  for  twenty  years  dissappointed  that  hope. 
*****  The  colleges  have  already  been  tried  as  a  means  of 
supplying  teachers,  and  with  little  success.  Within  the  last  eight 
years  forty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($48,500)  have  been 
given  by  the  State  to  five  of  these  institutions,  principally  on  condi- 
tion that  they  should  instruct  a  certain  number  of  persons  (ninety-one) 
far  teachers  of  English  schools  annually,  for  a  specified  time.  Last  year 
there  were  sixty-one  students  preparing  for  this  business  in  all  the 
colleges  of  the  State.  Every  one  knows  how  few  of  the  persons  who 
are  thus  prepared  ever  actually  exercise  the  profession.  It  is 
doubted  whether  there  are  at  the  present  moment,  in  the  whole 
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{state,  one  hundred  persons  thus  educated,  permanently  and  actually 
engaged  as  teachers  of  primary  schools.  Hope  from  this  quarter 
is  dead." 

A  comparison  of  our  present  facilities  for  the  education  and  im- 
provement of  teachers  with  the  facilities  available  in  those  days, 
must  fill  the  most  despondent  with  hope.  A  bird's-eye  view  will 
suffice  to  bring  out  the  contrast  and  to  show  what  progress  has  been 
made.     We  now  have: 

1.  A  system  of  thirteen  State  Normal  (Schools,  each  having  exten- 
sive buildings,  a  corps  of  instructors  numbering  from  eleven  to  forty, 
and  an  annual  attendance  of  several  hundred  or  more,  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  over  five  thousand  students  who  are  preparing  to  teach. 
The  recent  growth  of  these  schools  has  necessitated  the  erection  of 
many  additional  buildings.  Their  efficiency  can  be  enhanced  still 
further  by  providing  them  with  more  ample  model  school  facilities 
for  observation  of  and  practice  in  actual  teaching. 

J.  Normal  or  training  schools  maintained  under  the  auspices  of  the 
local  boards  of  control  in  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh  and  other  cities. 

3.  Colleges  and  universities  with  special  departments  for  the  study 
of  pedagogy  in  some  of  which  unequalled  facilities  for  advanced 
study  are  offered  by  the  self-denial  of  the  professors  and  the  mu- 
nificence of  trustees  and  other  friends. 

4.  Summer  schools  with  equipments  for  doing  all  that  can  be  ex- 
pected from  agencies  of  this  kind  for  the  improvement  of  teachers 
now  at  work  in  the  schools. 

5.  A  system  of  Annual  County  Institutes  with  means  to  secure 
the  best  lecturers  on  the  continent,  reaching  not  only  the  teachers 
but  also  the  friends  of  education  in  every  community. 

(i.  A  growing  literature  in  which  is  discussed  every  phase  of  the 
science  and  art  of  pedagogy. 

7.  Libraries  and  laboratories  containing  books  and  apparatus  too 
expensive  for  private  ownership. 

8.  A  group  of  museums,  general,  scientific,  economic,  commercial, 
geographical  and  educational,  located  in  Philadelphia  and  designed 
to  bring  under  the  eye  of  the  visitor  the  resources,  industries,  pro- 
ducts and  markets  of  the  world.  Under  the  masterly  direction  of 
Prof.  W.  P.  Wilson  the  materials  obtained  at  the  Columbian  Exposi- 
tion and  since  that  time  by  gift  or  exchange  from  foreign  nations  are 
now  in  process  of  arrangement  and  classification,  and  the  museums 
will  at  no  distant  day  be  thrown  open  to  the  public. 

There  is,  however,  one  discouraging  limit  to  the  use  of  these  facili- 
tiee.  So  long  as  in  sparsely  settled  districts  schools  must  be 
kept  in  operation  at  an  annual  expense  of  from  twenty  to  thirty 
dollars  per  pupil,  it  is  vain  to  hope  for  an  increase  of  salaries  under 
the  present   system  of  distributing  the   State  appropriaion.     And 
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when  teachers  receive  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  per  month  for  a 
period  of  six  months,  it  is  equally  vain  to  expect  them  to  spend  their 
wages  at  summer  schools  of  pedagogy.  If  one  from  such  a  district 
can  secure  enough  money  for  a  term  of  schooling  away  from  home, 
he  seldom  returns  to  the  district  as  a  teacher  because  more  lucrative 
employment  is  sure  to  lure  him  elsewhere. 

Out  of  an  income  of  four  hundred  dollars  ($400)  some  teachers 
have  been  known  to  spend  forty  dollars  ($40)  at  a  summer  school 
in  fitting  themselves  more  fully  for  their  work.  Multiply  these  fig- 
ures by  ten,  and  you  have  an  expenditure  of  four  hundred  dollars 
($100)  out  of  an  income  of  four  thousand  dollars  ($4,000)  the  salary 
of  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  Where  can  you  find  a  judge 
willing  to  spend  that  amount  in  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  him- 
seif  more  fully  for  his  duties  on  the  bench?  Is  it  right  to  expect  that 
the  members  of  any  profession  shall  spend  one-tenth  of  their  annual 
income  in  order  to  fit  themselves  more  fully  for  their  professional 
duties?  That  teachers  do  so,  speaks  volumes  for  their  zeal  and  ear- 
nestness. 

The  agencies  for  the  education  and  improvement  of  the  teachers 
are  effective  up  to  the  point  where  these  begin  10  leave  the  school 
room  for  more  lucrative  employments.  With  the  advance  of  sala- 
ries will  come  an  improvement  in  their  scholarship  and  profes- 
sional attainments.  This  fact  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  when 
we  seek  to  advance  the  interests  of  childhood  through  the  more  thor- 
ough education  of  those  preparing  to  teach.  In  other  wTords,  the 
standard  may  be  placed  so  high  that  the  remuneration  will  not  justify 
the  effort  and  expense  required  in  order  to  reach  the  ranks  of  the 
profession. 

The  Triennial  Election  of  Superintendents. 

In  a  factory  intelligent  supervision  for  the  purpose  of  securing  har- 
monious effort  is  indispensable;  hence  the  employment  of  a  supervis- 
ing genius  at  a  liberal  salary  is  a  matter  of  economy  in  all  large  es- 
tablishments. The  need  of  skillful  supervision  and  intelligent  co-op- 
eration for  the  attainment  of  the  best  results,  is  equally  great  if  not 
greater  in  a  system  of  schools.  A  good  superintendent  earns  many 
times  his  salary.  A  poor  superintendent  is  too  dear  at  any  price. 
The  work  of  supervision  may  be  unsatisfactory  either  because  the 
number  of  schools  is  too  large  for  the  oversight  of  one  person  or  be- 
cause the  supervising  officer  lacks  the  talent  for  moulding,  inspiring 
and  directing  the  work  of  others.  Legislation  on  this  vital  question 
is,  of  course,  impossible  during  the  coming  winter,  but,  what  is  per- 
haps of  more  consequence,  the  triennial  election  of  superintendents 
will  be  held  during  the  current  year,  so  that  changes  may  be  made 
either  for  better  or  for  worse. 


xvi  ^Kepokt  of  the  [Off.  Doc. 

All  superintendents  can  ask  questions,  mark  answers,  issue  certifi- 
cates, compile  statistics  and  report  on  what  they  have  observed 
during  their  visits.  Here  the  power  of  some  seems  to  end.  If  de- 
fects come  to  their  notice,  new  and  more  rigid  examinations  are  re- 
sorted to  as  if  knowledge  were  the  sole  requisite  and  measure  of 
teaching  power.  On  the  other  hand,  the  State  is  fortunate  in  having 
another  class  of  superintendents  who  exert  a  silent  influence  for  good 
whenever  they  come  in  contact  with  teachers  or  pupils.  Their  visits 
are  like  sunshine  on  a  cloudy  da}T,  evoking  new  life  in  the  school  room 
and  causing  happiness  wherever  they  go.  They  not  only  see  what 
is  done,  but  they  can  get  done  what  ought  to  be  done.  School  offi- 
cials of  this  class  are  worth  their  weight  in  gold  and  ought  to  be  re- 
elected regardless  of  age,  creed  or  politics  and  in  spite  of  all  tradi- 
tions in  favor  of  rotation  in  office. 

The  Cornplanter  Indians. 

A  visit  of  inspection  was  made  to  the  school  of  the  Cornplanter 
Indians  in  Warren  county.  Three  hundred  dollars  are  annually  ap- 
propriated for  its  support.  The  appropriation  is  entrusted  to  Coun- 
ty Superintendent  H.  11.  Putnam,  who  hires  the  teacher,  pays  the 
salary,  purchases  the  fuel  and  the  supplies,  and  exercises  the  same 
powers  and  functions  as  a  school  board.  The  trust  is  faithfully  and 
judiciously  administered.  The  school  is  attended  by  eighteen  In- 
dians and  by  six  white  children  belonging  to  families  which  have 
rented  lands  on  the  reservation.  The  school  house  is  a  small  frame 
building  with  two  windows  on  each  side,  and  lacks  the  ordinary  ar- 
rangements for  ventilation  and  most  of  the  modern  appliances  fur 
instruction.  The  appropriation  has  been  the  same  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  Not  only  should  it  be  increased,  but  an  appropriation 
should  also  be  made  for  building  a  school  house  with  living  rooms 
for  the  teacher.  It  is  difficult  to  secure  and  retain  a  good  teacher 
in  this  school  as  things  now  are.  To  hire  a  room  and  board  one's 
self  for  eight  months,  living  in  the  seclusion  of  an  Indian  settlement, 
is  a  sacrifice  which  few  are  willing  to  make.  The  teacher  now  in 
charge  of  the  school,  is  Miss  Gay  Philips,  a  young  la-dy  imbued  with 
a  true  missionary  spirit.  Her  services  to  these  people  in  the  Sunday 
school  and  during  the  week  deserve  the  recognition  of  all  who  feel 
interested  in  this  last  remnant  of  the  red  man  in  Pennsylvania. 

Appreciation  of  Distinguished  Services. 

The  teachers  of  Pennsylvania  have  raised  more  than  eleven  hun- 
dred dollars  to  place  books  on  education  in  the  Wickersham  Alcove 
of  the  State  Library.  This  alcove  was  so  named  in  memory  of  the 
late  James  P.  Wickersham,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
from  1867  to  1881.    At  the  Mt.  Gretna  meeting  of  the  State  Teach- 
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ers'  Association  a  moveraent  was  inaugurated  to  erect  a  monument 
over  the  grave  of  Thos.  H.  Burrowes,  who  did  more  than  any  other 
man  to  put  into  successful  operation  our  common  school  system.  At 
the  age  of  thirty  he  became  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  while 
that  office  included  among  its  duties  those  of  State  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools.  After  the  two  officers  were  separated,  he 
again  filled  the  position  of  State  Superintendent  from  1861-1863. 
He  drafted  the  Normal  school  law,  and  rendered  other  distinguished 
services  as  an  educator  while  filling  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania School  Journal,  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Soldiers' 
Orphan  Schools  and  the  Presidency  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Col- 
lege. That  the  burial  place  of  this  noted  educator  should  remain  un- 
marked for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  may  well  cause  surprise.  There 
is  room  for  congratulation  over  the  prospect  that  the  memory  of  his 
great  services  will  be  perpetuated  by  suitable  memorials  erected  by 
the  teachers  and  the  people  who  are  to-day  reaping  the  fruits  of  his 
labors  and  wisdom. 

I  would  be  untrue  to  myself  if  in  this  connection  I  did  not  acknow- 
ledge the  faithful  services  of  at  least  three  of  the  men  who  have  for 
years  been  connected  with  the  School  Department.  Deputy  Superin- 
tendent Henry  Houck  has  rendered  invaluable  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  the  new  edition  of  the  school  laws  and  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  annual  report.  During  his  long  and  efficient  term  of 
service  he  has  addressed  more  teachers  and  through  them  made 
more  young  people  happy  than  any  other  educator  on  this  continent. 
Deputy  Superintendent  John  Q.  Stewart  has  for  many  years  conduct- 
ed the  details  of  the  office  with  painstaking  fidelity  and  unswerving 
devotion  to  duty.  Few  will  ever  know  the  value  of  his  services  in  de- 
feating pernicious  and  "estructive  school  legislation.  Hon.  A.  D. 
Glenn  has  performed  the  duties  of  financial  clerk  since  1889  and  dis- 
tributed in  this  time  among  the  school  districts  of  the  State  a  sum 
exceeding  twenty-six  millions,  making  the  calculations  with  mar- 
velous accuracy  and  dealing  with  all  men  in  a  way  to  win  their  re- 
spect and  admiration.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible  to  name  all  who  have 
given  the  commissioned  officers  substantial  aid  in  the  administration 
of  our  school  system.  But  in  concluding  this  report  I  can  not  re- 
frain from  calling  attention  to  the  services  which  the  press  has  ren- 
dered to  our  public  school  system.  The  children  of  the  Common- 
wealth owe  a  debt  of  the  profoundest  gratitude  to  the  editors  of  the 
leading  daily  and  weekly  papers  for  their  assistance  in  arousing  the 
public  to  the  need  of  better  school  houses,  longer  terms,  higher  sal- 
aries and  more  efficient  instruction.  Let  the  agitation  be  kept  up 
until  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania  shall  in  every  respect  rival  the  best 
on  the  surface  of  the  globe. 

B.--5--95  NATHAN  C.   SCHAEFFER. 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENTS. 

Relating  to  the  Public   Schools  of  Pennsylvania,   for  the   School 
Year  Ending  June  3,  1895 — Including  Philadelphia. 

Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,444 

Number  of  schools,   25,348 

Number  of  graded  schools, 13,900 

Number  of  superintendents, 134 

Number  of  male  teachers, 8,628 

Number  of  female  teachers,   17,460 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 26,088 

AArerage  salaries  of  male  teachers  per  month, $44  52 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers  per  month, 38  34 

Average  length  of  school  term,  in  months 7.91 

Number  of  pupils, 1,070,612 

Average  number  of  pupils, 779,463 

Cost  of  school  houses,purchasing,building,renting,etc,  $3,724,558  93 

Teachers'  wages, 9,304,329  59 

Cost  of  school  text  books, 924,305  60 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc.,*  358,597  90 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,      4,680,859  10 

Total  expenditures, 18,992,651  12 

State  appropriation,  for  the  school  year  ending  June, 

1894,    5,484,316  30 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, 46,617,109  00 

Items  Compared  with  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year,  Ending 

June  4,  1894. 

Net  increase  in  number  of  districts, 31 

Increase  in  number  of  schools,  807 

Increase  in  number  of  graded  schools, 1,041 

Increase  in  number  of  male  teachers, 1^4 

Decrease  in  number  of  female  teachers 317 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $0  36 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month 5  29 

Decrease  in  length  of  school  term,  in  months, .09 

Increase  in  number  of  pupils, 29  933 

Increase  in  teachers'  wages, $305,985  93 

Increase  in  cost  of  building,  purchasing  and  renting,  327,740  80 
Increase  in  cost  of  fuel,  contingencies,  debts  and  in- 
terest paid 293,883  71 

•Philadelphia  not  included  In  this  Item' 
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2,443  Increase, 

32 

22,253  Increase, 

700 

942,975  Increase, 

27,476 

666,102  Increase, 

20,901 

0.84 

7.62  Decrease, 

.09 

8,476  Increase, 

149 

14,517  Decrease, 

409 

22,993  Decrease, 

260 

Condition  of  System,  Not  Including  Philadelphia — With  Com- 
parisons. 

Number  of  districts, 

Number  of  schools,   

Number  of  pupils, 

Average  attendance,   

Percentage  of  attendance,  . 

Average  length  of  term,  in 
months, 

Number  of  male  teachers,  . 

Number  of  female  teachers. 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 

Average  salary  of  male 
teachers  per  month,  .... 

Average  salary  of  female 
teachers  per  month,    .... 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other 
than  text  books,   

Teachers'  wages,    

Fuel  and  contingencies,   .  .  . 

Cost  of  text  books, 

Purchasing,  building  and  re- 
pairing houses,   

Total  expenditures,    

Average  number  of  mills  on 
dollar  for  school  purposes, 

Average  number  of  mills  on 
dollar  for  building  pur- 
poses,    

Amount  of  tax  levied, 


$41  78  Decrease, 


32  79  Increase, 


$0  03 
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358,597  90 

Decrease, 

200,640 

52 

7,206,252  88 

Increase, 

211,230 

32 

3,912,662  13 

Increase, 

275,623 

39 

768,891  50 

Decrease, 

331,285 

84 

3,182,749  40 

Increase, 

348,658 

18 

.5,429,153  81 

Increase, 

303,585 

53 

4.52 

Increase, 

.11 

2.93 

Decrease, 

.27 

^8,598,542  71 

Decrease, 

$78,939 

96 

Philadelphia. 

Number  of  schools,   3,095 

Number  of  male  teachers,  152 

Number  of  female  teachers,   2,943 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,   ....  $197  56 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, 65  77 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  year,  ....'....  127,637 

Average  attendance, 113,361 

Paid  for  teachers'  salaries,   $2,098,076  71 

Paid  for  houses,  additions  and  repairs,   541,809  53 

Paid  for  books,  fuel,  stationery  and  contingencies,  923,611  07 
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Distribution  of  Stale  Aid  for  Normal  School  students  for  the  School 

year  1895. 


First 

Second,     ... 

Third,     

Fourth,     . . . 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh,  . . 
Eighth,  . . . 
Ninth,     .... 

Tenth 

Eleventh, 
Twelfth,     . . 
Thirteenth, 


West    Chester,     . . 

Millersville 

Kutztown 

East    Stroudsburg 

Mansfield 

Kloomsburg 

Shippensburg,    . . . 

Lock   Haven 

Indiana 

California,    

Slippery    Rock.     . 

Edinboro 

Clarion 


Graduates. 

Graduates.. 

$3,500  00 

$6,204  50 

4,950  00 

8,151  50 

4,^50  00 

5,235  00 

3,100  00 

4,360  50 

3,000  00 

4,736  50 

7,150  CO 

6.C04  00 

4,CuO  00 

4,436  SO 

4.S50  00 

5,219  00 

3,550  00 

4,002  00 

2  2)0  0J 

3,153  00 

3,700  00 

5,757  00 

3,000  00 

3,061  50 

3,200  00 

5,293  00 

$51,650  00 

$65,817  00 
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Table  showing  the  amount  of  Special  and  Direct  State  appropriations 
that  each  State  Normal  School  has  received  since  its  organization  until 
June  3,  1895. 


First,     

Second,  . . 
Third,  ... 
Fourth,     . . 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh,  . 
Eighth,  .. 
Ninth,  ... 
Tenth,  ... 
Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  . 
Thirteenth, 

Total, 


West   Chester,    . . 

Millersville 

Kutztown 

East  Stroudsbuig 

Mansfield 

Bloomsburg 

Shippensburg,    . . . 

Lock  Haven 

Indiana 

California 

Slippery  Rock,   . . 

Edinboro 

Clarion 


$185,000  00 
234,933  55 
192,500  00 
44,652  97 
260,000  00 
255,000  00 
237,000  00 
286,500  00 
197,500  00 
187,000  00 
132,500  00 
172,500  00 
149,904  96 


$2,534,991  48 
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grades  of  certificates  was  largely  increased,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  having  normal  school  diplomas  and  certificates,  fifteen  perma- 
nent, seventy-two  professional,  and  four  college  degrees. 

We  had  nine  more  schools  than  in  the  preceding  year,  making  the 
whole  number  three  hundred  and  twelve,  ninety-seven  of  which  were 
graded.  Two  grades  were  added  in  Doylestown  borough,  one  in 
Langhorne,  one  in  Falls,  one  in  Buckingham,  and  one  in  Lower 
Makefield.  Doylestown  township  graded  one  of  her  schools,  Bensa- 
lem  one,  Nockaruixon  one,  and  Tinicum  one. 

Durham  badly  needs  an  additional  grade  in  one  of  her  schools. 
A  graded  school  is  also  needed  in  each  of  the  following  districts: 
Bedininster,  Dublin,  Northampton,  Hilltown  and  Springfield.  All 
the  schools  were  supplied  with  free  text  books.  Most  of  them  were 
liberally  furnished  with  the  necessary  supplies.  Three  more  dis- 
tricts adopted  the  graded  course  of  study. 

More  time  was  spent  in  examining  pupils  of  the  graded  course 
of  study  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  examinations  encourage 
the  worthy  teachers,  deepen  the  directors'  interest  in  the  schools 
and  incite  pupils  to  further  study.  The  buildings  erected  during  the 
year  are  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  progress  in  improved  school 
architecture,  method  of  heating  and  ventilation.  Two  of  them  were 
furnished  with  single  desks. 

Warminster  enlarged  all  her  school  grounds,  Warrington  one, 
Northampton  one,  and  Falls  one.  In  the  latter  all  the  grounds  are 
now  of  fair  size.  A  few  grounds  were  inclosed,  graded  and  im- 
proved, greatly  increasing  the  beauty  and  attractiveness  of  the  prop- 
erties, and  adding  to  the  convenience  and  the  comfort  of  the  pupils 
and  the  teachers. 

The  teachers  of  Northampton  again  conducted  a  successful  lecture 
course  at  Richboro',  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  libraries  in  that 
township.  At  Sellersville  a  course  was  given  under  the  auspices 
of  the  high  school,  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  with  no  less  success. 
In  other  districts  the  schools  gave  entertainments,  thus  increasing 
the  number  of  volumes  and  the  the  number  of  libraries.  Many  more 
are  still  needed. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Richboro',  Fallsington,  Newtown 
and  Bridgeton,  all  of  which  were  exceptionally  successful.  In 
Hilltown  a  series  of  "spelling  bees"  were  held,  which  awakened  much 
interest  and  enthusiasm  among  the  teachers,  directors,  pupils  and 
the  parents,  not  only  in  spelling,  but  in  the  work  of  the  schools.  The 
commencements  increased  in  number  and  interest.  They  are  effect- 
ive agencies  in  educating  public  sentiment. 

The  annual  school  picnics,  at  which  various  educational  subjects 
are  discussed  by  prominent  educators  and  leading  citizens,  are  pro- 
ductive of  good. 
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The  Directors'  Association  held  tA\o  successful  meeting:?.  The 
county  institute  convened  Monday,  October  15th.  Large,  attentive 
audiences  were  present  at  every  session. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— N.  C.  McCollough. 

During  the  school  year  one  new  building  was  erected  in  Worth 
township,  one  in  Muddy  Creek,  one  in  Petersville,  one  in  Clinton  and 
a  two  story  building  in  Winfield. 

These  buildings  are  all  neat  and  commodious  and  deserve  special 
mention  would  space  permit.  The  Petersville  independent  district, 
lately  organized,  has  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  county, 
with  patent  furniture  and  slate  blackboard,  and  beautiful  school 
grounds,  in  which  trees  were  planted  on  arbor  day.  Clinton  has  also 
a  fine  brick  building,  of  which  its  patrons  are  justly  proud.  Evans 
City  is  erecting  a  splendid  building  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  It  contains 
six  rooms  and  will  contain  the  latest  improved  system  of  heating, 
ventilation,  etc. 

Graded  schools  were  established  in  Winfield  and  Jefferson  town- 
ships. One  room  was  added  to  each  of  the  following  schools:  Har- 
mony, Evans  City,  Zelienople  and  Centreville. 

Mars  was  incorporated  into  a  borough,  thereby  increasing  the 
number  of  school  districts  in  this  county  to  fifty  and  the  number 
of  directors  to  three  hundred. 

All  but  eighteen  schools  were  visited.  Eight  of  these  were 
closed  during  the  time  I  was  in  that  vicinity.  The  majority  of  the 
schools  were  found  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  the  school  books 
well  taken  care  of  and  book  cases  furnished,  in  which  the  books  were 
placed  during  vacation.  All  the  districts  have  the  continuous  school 
term,  and  I  think  we  all  now  realize  the  benefit  of  the  State  super- 
intendent's decision  on  that  question.  The  county  institute,  as 
usual,  was  a  success.  More  teachers  were  in  session. than  ever  be- 
fore, and  we  had  better  attendance  and  better  attention.  The  county 
was  divided  into  districts.  Each  district  held  one  or  more  local  insti- 
tutes during  the  school  year.  Thirteen  examinations  were  held. 
Five  hundred  and  seventy  applicants  were  examined  and  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  were  rejected.  All  our  schools  were  visited  by  the 
directors  of  their  several  districts  and  many  were  visited  by  patrons 
of  the  schools.  Improvement  is  still  being  made  in  our  classifica- 
tion and  graduation.  We  were  much  aided  in  this  work  by  free  text 
books,  by  which  means  the  teacher  has  the  advantage  of  deciding 
what  branches  a  pupil  should  pursue. 
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Titusville,   100,000  00 

Tyrone,    75,000  00 

West  Chester,  130,000  00 

Wilkes-Barre,    430,000  00 

Williamsport,    290,000  00 

York,    245,246  00 


$27,689,702  00 


Estimated  value  of  School  property  in  counties. 

1.  Adams  county, f  161,900-  00 

2.  Allegheny  county,  645,550  00 

3.  Armstrong  county,   283,960  00 

4.  Beaver  county, 252,742  00 

5.  Bedford  county, 208,000  00 

6.  Berks  county,  631,200  00 

7.  Blair  county, 297,150  00 

8.  Bradford  county, -  318,500  00 

9.  Bucks   county,    391,800  00 

10.  Butler  county,   133,300  00 

11.  Cambria  county,    304,075  00 

12.  Cameron  county,   60,200  00 

13.  Carbon   county,    283,300  00 

14.  Centre  county,   272,375  00 

15.  Chester  county,   519,375  00 

16.  Clarion  county,    175,992  00 

17.  Clearfield  county,    381,561  00 

18.  Clinton  county, 127,340  00 

19.  Columbia  county,    268,289  00 

20.  Crawford  county, 246,425  00 

21.  Cumberland  county,  228,900  00 

22.  Dauphin  county,   348,100  00 

23.  Delaware  county,    511,179  00 

24.  Elk  county, 209,600  00 

25.  Erie  county,   337,900  00 

26.  Fayette  county,   522,700  00 

27.  Forest  county,   52,100  00 

28.  Franklin  county,   231,850  00 

29.  Fulton  county,   30,250  00 

30.  Greene   county,    165,600  00 

31.  Huntingdon  county,   151,525  00 


No.  5.]              Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  xxv 

32.  Indiana  county,   231,650  00 

33.  Jefferson  county,   325,100  00 

34.  Juniata  county,   83,550  00 

35.  Lackawanna   county,    317,040  00 

36.  Lancaster  county 654,100  00 

37.  Lawrence  county,    179,800  00 

38.  Lebanon  county,    242,250  00 

39.  Lehigh  county,  476,440  00 

40.  Luzerne   county,    915,610  00 

41.  Lycoming  county,   24,150  00 

42.  McKean  county, 192,750  00 

43.  Mercer  county, 315,975  00 

44.  Mifflin  county,    126,500  00 

45.  Monroe  county,    136,400  00 

46.  Montgomery  county,  641,766  00 

47.  Montour  county,    41,525  00 

48.  Northampton  county,   344,350  00 

49.  Northumberland  county,   270,800  00 

50.  Perry  county,   150,050  00 

51 .  Pike  county,  40,700  00 

52.  Potter  county,    ,  .  162,838  00 

53.  Schuylkill  county,  898,575  00 

54    Snyder  county, 94,450  00 

55.  Somerset  county, 184,930  00 

56.  Sullivan   county,    57,400  00 

57    Susquehanna  county,   242,325  00 

58.  Tioga  county,   230,900  00 

59.  Union   county,    98,700  00 

60.  Venango  county,   188,300  00 

61.  Warren  county,   311,450  00 

62.  Washington  county,   428,050  00 

63.  Wayne  county, 159,100  00 

61.  Westmoreland  county,  904,759  00 

65.  Wyoming  county,    91,100  00 

66.  York  county, 411,700  00 


$18,927,407  00 


Statement  shoiving  the  total  number  of  permanent  certificates  granted. 

1.  Adams   county,    41 

2.  Allegheny  county,  1,176 

3.  Armstrong  county,   103 
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<1.  Beaver   county,    105 

5.  Bedford  county, 57 

fi.  Berks    county 270 

7.  Blair  county,    71 

8.  Bradford  county,  73 

9.  Bucks   county,    34 

10   Butler  county,   Ill 

11.  Cambria  county,    58 

12.  Cameron  county,   12 

13.  Carbon  county,    55 

14.  Centre  county,   114 

15.  Chester  county,   230 

1C.  Clarion  county,    38 

1".  Clearfield  county 122 

18.  Clinton  county,  24 

19.  Columbia  county,    40 

20.  Crawford  county,    89 

21.  Cumberland  county,   58 

22.  Dauphin  county 152 

23.  Delaware  county,    154 

21.  Elk  county,  21 

25.  Erie  county,   40 

26.  Fayette  county,   119 

27.  Forest  county,   17 

28.  Franklin    county 178 

29.  Fulton  county,  14 

30.  Greene   county,    135 

3J .  Huntingdon  county,   4G 

32.  Indiana  county,    131 

33.  Jefferson  county 33 

34.  Juniata  county,   39 

35.  Lackawanna   county,    182 

3G.  Lancaster  county,   281 

37.  Lawrence  county,   54 

3S.  Lebanon  county,    172 

39.  Lehigh   county,    117 

40.  Luzerne  county,  277 

41    Lycoming  county,   203 

42.  McKean   county,    38 

43.  Mercer  county,  60 

44.  Mifflin  county,    57 

45.  Monroe  county,    0 

40.  Montgomery  county T-'i 

47    Montour  county 38 
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48.  Northampton    county,    252 

49.  Northumberland    county,    J 05 

30.  Perry    county 53 

51.  Pike  county,     0 

52.  Potter  county,    21 

53    Schuylkill  county,  290 

54.  Snyder  county, 20 

55    Somerset   county .  29 

50.  Sullivan   county,    10 

57.  Susquehanna  county 33 

58.  Tioga  county,  17 

59.  Union   county,    48 

00.  Venango    county,    147 

01.  Warren  county,  120 

02.  Washington  county 274 

03    Wayne  county, 47 

04.  Westmoreland  county 254 

G5.  Wyoming  county,    23 

00.  York  county 134 

7,413 
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Statement  shoioing  the  condition  and  tvorking  of  the  system  as  exhibited 
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L  Adams 

2.  Allegheny,    

3.  Armstrong 

4.  Beaver,     

5.  Bedford 

6.  Berks,     

7.  Blair 

8.  Bradford 

9.  Bucks 

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria,     

12.  Cameron,    

13.  Carbon 

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion 

17.  Clearfield 

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia 

20.  Crawford 

21.  Cumberland 

22.  Dauphin 

23.  Delaware,     

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 

26.  Fayette 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon 

"2.  Indiana 


164 
415 
246 
160 
251 
414 
159 
3SS 
249 
237 
212 

38 

96 
205 
285 
208 
290 
111 
165 
370 
192 
1S6 
108 
106 
232 
273 

65 
238 

75 
192 
202 
245 


174 
838 
304 
210 
316 
490 
236 
493 
321 
269 
304 

54 
194 
277 
350 
246 
397 
137 
237 
428 
260 
272 
239 
148 
344 
394 

79 
293 
77 
213 
230 
292 
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10 

93 
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247 

8 
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25 
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11 
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by  the  reports  of  superintendents  for  the  School  year  ending  June,  1895. 
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Jefferson 

Juniata 

Lackawanna.     ... 

Lancaster 

Lawrence,    

Lebanon 

Lehigh,     

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean,    

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery,    . . . 

Montour 

Northampton,    . . 
Northumberland. 

Perry 

Pike,    

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder,     

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,     . . 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington,     . . . 

Wayne,    

Westmoreland. 
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Date  of  recognition 

History — 

Total  numuer  of  male  students  since  rec- 
ognition,      

Total  number  of  female  students  since 
recognition,     

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
elementary  course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
elementary    course,    

Total  number  cf  males  graduated  in  the 
scientific   course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
scientific   course,    , 

Total  number  of  males  graduated  in  the 
classical  course 

Total  number  of  females  graduated  in 
the  classical  course 

Total  number  of  males  who  have  received 
State   certificates  without   graduating 

Total  number  of  females  who  have  re- 
ceived State  certificates  without  gradu- 
ating,     

Total  number  of  males  who  have  received 
State  aid  as  graduates 

Total  number  of  females  who  have  re- 
ceived State  aid  as  graduates 


Professors — 
Number  of  professors  and  teachers,   male. 
Number  of  professors  and  teachers,  female. 
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1861. 


16,793 


631 


4.S02  5,140 


635 


11.441 


6  19 


578  635 


694  322 


5,010 


4,399 


5,026  6,036  3,721 


578  3,488 


580  694  628  833 
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as  reported  by  the  Presidents  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees. 
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Average  number  of  classes  taught  by  each 

per  day,    

Average  length  of  recitation  in  minutes,... 

Students — 

Number  of  male  students  for  the  past 
school     year 

Number  cf  female  students  for  the  past 
school    year,     

Number  of  male  students  in  the  normal 
school,    

Numbei  of  female  students  in  the  norm;il 
school 

Numbt-r  of  boys  in  the  model  school 

Number  of  girls  in  the  model  school,   

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  ele- 
mentary   course 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  scien- 
tific  course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the  sci- 
entific  course 

Number  of  males  graduated  in  the  class- 
ical   course 

Number  of  females  graduated  in  the 
classical  course 

Number  of  males  graduated  who  intend 
to  become   teachers 

Number  of  females  graduated  who  intend 
%o  become  teachers 


1S59. 


7 
min.  45 


500       226 


468       105 


392 
65 
198 


180 

10 
46 


259 
51 


505 

209 

S4 
84 


6 
min.  45 


281 
4". 
29 


40        102 
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Date  of  recognition. 


Number   of   males   who   have   received   aid 

from  State  as  students 

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 

from   State   at)   students 

Number   of   males   who   have   received   aid 

from  State  as  graduates 

Number  of  females  who  have  received  aid 

from  State  as  graduates 

Number  of  males  who  have  received  State 

certificates  without  graduation 

Number    of    females    who    have    received 

State   certificates  without  graduation,    ... 


c  a 
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bo.0 
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©■2 
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libraries — 

Whole  number  of  volumes,   

Number  added  during  the  year 

Number  of  reviews  and  periodicals, 


Value  of  property- 
Value  of  buildings  and  grounds, 

Value  of  furniture 

Value  of  libraries 

Value  of  musical  instruments,    .. 

Value  of  apparatus 

Value  of  other  property,    


7.500 

1.500 

100 


6,215 

15 

841 


3,102 
190 
35 


5,185 
375 


1.729 
100 
40 


5400,041  81  $150,000  00  $250,000  00  $225,331  87  $265,000  00 
48,500  00  10,000  00  22,000  00  23,500  00  16,«G0  00 
8,400  00  R.OO0  00  2,457  00         5.000  0j         2.350  00 


5,800  00 

4,800  00  ;        1,000  00 

2,735  00   I        2,000  00 


3.300  00 
2,300  00 
2,500  00 


$470,276  81    $177,000  00    $282,557  00 


3,0(0  00  3,100  00 

4,766  00         3,000  00 
1,200  00  1,000  00 


$262,797  87     $200,450  00 
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birteenth  district.  A.  J.  Davis, 
principal,    Clarion.     Clarion 
county. 

leventh   district,     Albert  E. 
Maltby,    principal.    Slippery 
Kock,  Uuiler  county. 

ourth  district.  Geo.  P.  Bible, 
principal,  East  Stroudsburff. 
Monioe  county. 

Dtals. 
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1875. 
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L8fi 

190 

123 

118 

220 

189 

160 

294 

2,575 

31S 

167 

163 

210 

179 

247 

289 

335 

3.078 

17 

36 

19 

8 

46 

21 

IS 

22 

372 

53 

56 

25 
1 

63 

51 

43 

56 

40 

638 
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27,136 







7,000 

1,850 

3,200 

2,757 

4,000 

5,300 

1,300 

600 

49.738 

100 

50 

200 

31 

250 

100 

370 

85 

3.366 

100 

75 

50 

103 

275 

15 

52 

12 

1,024 

54,128 

$382,500  00 

$200,000  00 

$170, U00  00 

$238,000  00 

$150,000  00 

$242,000  00 

$145,250  64 

$67,330  32 

$2,885,434  64 

23,500  00  j 

10,000  00 

11,500  00 

20,500  00 

IS, 000  00 

11,000  00 

9,209  37 

13,266  93 

236,976  30 

8,300  00 

1,500  00 

2,800  00 

4,000  00 

4,500  00 

5,000  00 

2,730  25 

456  81 

53,494  06 

5,900  00 

1,000  00 

1,300  00 

2,750  00 

2  500  00 

3.525  00 

2.356  13 

1.055  00 

40,586  13 

4,400  00 

3,000  00 

2,700  00 

4,500  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 

771  20 

602  40 

38.839  60 

5,000  00 

1,000  00 

2,215  32 

500  00 

1,000  00 

790  00 

28,489  30 

48,429  62 

$i2n,fioo  oo 

$215,500  00 

$1S9,300  CO 

$271,965  32 

$177,500  00 

$264,525  00 

$161,107  59 

$111,200  76 

$3,303,780  35 
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Debts— 
Amount    secured    to    individuals    by    judg- 

meiit  or  mortgage  on  properly 

Amoun  sage  held  by  Siatr,    

Amount     of    appropriation    received     from 

and  not  secured  by  mortgage 

Amount  of  floating  d  =  bt 

Amount   of  stock  held  by  individuals,    .   .. 
Amount    contributed    by    individua 

not  ii  eluded   in  shares  of.   Stock     


Exi'rnses  and  Improvements  - 
Buildings,    repairs,    printing,    etc.,    .. 
Grounds,    fences,   shrubbery,   etc.,   .  . 

Furniture 

In.-tirance  on   buildings 

Discharge  of  debts 

Interest  on  debts,    

Music.-.!    instruments 

Apparatus .. 

Increase  of   library.    ]  eri.  dicals.   etc. 


Students"  Expens 
Tuition  per  year  in   normal   school. 
Tuition  per  year  in  model  schoi  1 

Board    per  week 

Incidental   expenses 


o;,317  62 
$169,933  55      $90,000  00     90,000  00 


50,000  00        .-  10,000  00 

38,100  00        I7.s2  »  66     


$31,712  00 
180,000  00 


30,000  00 
25,131  00 


'.940  00 


4,000  00     39,000 


''.6      $44,0.:0  00    $i:0.317  62    $345,7S3  00 


$53,632  31 

4.143  28 

5,289  35 

183  84 


$£00  86  '   $28,630  59        $6,651 


1,165  7" 
394  74 
210  91 
428  60 


2  7  28 

754  02 

20  00 
16  15 

94  45 


2,440  55 

5,000  00 
761  2.; 
861  95 
126  13 

140  00 


1.74:1  I  4 
1,067  2* 
11,919  89 
1,215  05 


$65,448  73   ?10,716  10   $39,192  9S 


$60  00 


S51  00 


2,266  00 
840  69 


$13,481  87 

448  23 

3,590  70 

708  00 

1,600  00 

2,465  77 

500  00 

132  05 

215  38 


$25,703  75 

$40  00 
12  00 
3  50 


$23  142  00 


B63  00 

10  50 
3  25 
9  00 
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$20,000  00 
110,000  00 


70,000  00 


$35,500  00   $6,000  00 
142,000  00   139,500  00 


",000  00 


27,739  89 

41.750  00   49,000  00   24,500  00 


$50,000  00   $25,000  00 
147,000  00   190,000  00 


75,000  00  30,000  00 
11,500  00  6,252  00 
52,2)0  00   22,250  00 


3,160  00    9,000  00 


$241,750  00    $261,500  00    $247,739  S9    $338,860  00    $282,502  00 


$6,663  72      $40,455  30      $24,076  R9  $15,39S  36        *S.918  07 

336  40             891  00         1,140  00  1.249  98          1,758  43 

1,576  11  4.820  30 

288  00    


1,690  41 
107  77 


lf002  DO 


150  00 
450  00 


$10,400  30 


$65  00 
30  00 
3  45 


789  00 

C70  00 

2,005  35 

2.211  33 

28?  00 

1,965  00 


1,065  92 

90  00 

244  24 

298  43 


3,060  00 

76  75 

193  20 

228  35 


1.614  19 

90  00 
1,500  00 

1.9P6  80 


$49  301 


$28,779  59      $25,027  03      $15,847  49 


$63  00 

Free. 

3  50 


$52  50 
10  50 
3  25 


$50  00  $52  50 

Free 

3  60  1  3  00 


$26,150  00  $3,000  00  $20,000  Ou  $264,679  62 

105,000  00  70,000  00  24,652  97  1,458,086  52 

60,000  00  I  20,000  00  10,000  00  [        512,500  00 

1,000  00  543  35  128,086  90 

10,050  00  20,000  00  31,750  00  3S3.490  00 


14,928  00       10,375  00  85,188  00 


$231,200  00    $128, 92S  00 


527,174  01 

493  04 

1,579  40 

752  4S 


$93,321  32      $2,832,031  04 


$7,233  41      $10,798  09 
1,842  37  !        1,455  36 


1,529  00 

2i"5  GO 
169  7S 
499  96 


705  65 

159  00 

12,000  00 

1,059  97 


1,168  72 
152  19 

2,524  31 
987  98 


251  83 
195  01 


$244,015  2S 
13,758  09 
27,214  79 
5,634  40 
45.049  55 
19,274  80 
2.503  44 
5.725  29 
5,275  21 


$32,472  67      $24,884  74      $17,533  49  $368,450  85 


$42  00  $51  00 

Free.  Free. 

$2  0C  $2  20 


$63  00 


3  00 

10  00 
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Date  of  recognition, 


Income — 

Balance  as  per  last  report 

From  tuition  in  normal  school, 
From  tuition  in  model  school, 

From  room  rents 

From  boards  of  pupils 

From   State  appropriation 

From  bequests  and  gratuities, 
From  all   other  sources,    


$5,799  28 
33,282  71 


$901  39 
11,610  42 


1,372  S9 

51, SOI  89  4.283  47 

27,815  96  10,000  00 

2,075  86  

61,417  61  8,067  00 


$2,552  65  $6,351  96  $2,340  20 

11,848  10    24,350  00 

315  00  55,813  98  875  00 

28,125  50     37.545  66 

20,015  19  10,000  00  18,009  00 
7,029  32    


$182,193  31      $36,235  17      $62,856  44      $79,195  26    $751,108  S6 


TOTALS. 
Expenditures — 
Total     for     salaries     of     professors      and 

teachers 

Total  for  salaries  of  other  officers 

Total  for  board,   washing,   etc 

Toted  for  servant's  hire,  etc 

Total  as  above  for  improvements 

Tot-il   for  other  expenditures 


Total  Expenditures. 
Insurance — 

Insurance  on  buildings 

Insurance  on   furniture 


$25,145  09  $10,532  92  $10,45S  37  $10,858  36  $16,264  00 

1,035  00  57167  100  00  950  00  

32,051  81  4,314  69  20,069  46  19,617  45  26,568  77 

10,324  IS  1,776  S7  4,403  41  2,462  51  7,030  41 

65,448  73  10,710  10  39,192  9S  25,703  75  23,142  00 


44.99S  47    7,322  57 


6,993  76    8,405  92    4,050  04 


$179,003  28   $35,234  82   $81,217  98   $67,998  00   $77,055  22 


$206,500  00 
49.000  00 


$140,800  00 

$49,000  00   19,200  00 


$156,400  00  $166,350  00 
28,249  00   20,100  00 
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1871. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1877. 

1887. 

18S9. 

1893. 

$4,540  85 
25,538  91 
1,080  00 

$2,610  25 

$542  98 
10,994  69 

$4,615  31 
18,884  25 

$493  38 
15,008  36 

$9,691  71 
16,814  99 

$19  72 
16,769  29 

$9,512  48 
22,712  09 

$49,972  16 
207,813  81 
59,652  21 
37,303  20 
298,333  28 
210,832  94 
9,105  18 
102,350  54 

725  00 

27, SOS  56 

147  00 
31,799  34 
12,212  75 

3  495  55 

51,044  43 
10,000  00 

15,312  50 
10,000  00 

30,016  73 
10,000  00 

20,741  66 
10,000  00 

45,694  00 

25,095  04 

10,000  00 

4,209  57 

3,542  18 

330  21 

3,842  59 

7,887  48 

100  00        12,630  13 

323  77 

$96,413  7G 

$79,404  99 

$7,665  52 

420  00 

13,832  26 

2,352  39 
49,301  98 

3,211  83 

$37,905  38 

$71,501  24 

$15,507  68 
500  00 

$63,405  95 

$9,382  82 
1,851  64 

18,251  83 
5,162  02 

15,847  49 
9,160  15 

$63,942  14 
$12,305  4S 

$63,908  82 

$63,290  00 

$975,363  32 

$28,331  00 
2,450  00 

$12,269  52 
1,380  00 

10,790  17 
2,818  00 

28,779  59 

$10,985  00 
2,869  80 
17,095  19 
1,603  61 
24,884  74 

$10,413  75 
1,523  02 

12,536  02 
3,462  14 

17,533  49 

$175,119  54 
13,651  13 
216,654  93 
76,466  78 
368,450  85 
110,127  04 

33,117  98 

8,409  30 
2,110  57 
32,472  67 
6,639  01 

7,536  21 

10,400  30 

3,690  60 

25,424  45 
25,027  03 
4,737  66 

$80,526  09 

$76,783  98 

$56,037  31 

$71,196  82 

$S6,433  34 
12,500  00 

$59,655  95 

$61,937  03 

$60,672  98 

$53,150  81 

$960,470  27 

$180,375  00 
52,500  00 

$1§4,000  00 
6,000  00 

$73,000  00 
5,000  00 

$90,000  00 
4,200  00 

$.88,550  00 
13,500  00 

$70,200  00 
3,500  00 

$45,000  00 
15,000  00 

$1,407,688  34 
277.749  00 

$1,685,357  34 

lxx 


Report  of  the 


[Off.  Doc. 


© 


3g 


fe3 


J. 

e 


cs  ~ 

*-  b. 

5-  co 

O  J» 

^  si 

a  •§ 

«  *s 

e  "S 

°Q  b 


P,  a 

T! 

- 

c 

<u 

a 

Cfi 

•J3J.1BIO    JO    a^BO 


•uop'Bpunoj  jo 
i[i.ni:/:iun3.i'i       JO       3}12CI 


o    w 


*  § 


O        T         £ 


H      S 


hi  (V 

2     B 


£ 

ft 

c 

ni 

cd 

03 

O 

e 

s 

>i 

X 

£ 

to 

s 

c 
a 

s 

i-j 

4 

0 

c5 

? 

« 

p 

d 

Ph       Ph       Ph       P* 


a    o 


a 

dl 

P 

J 

P 

s 

rH 

X 

fc 

rS 

to 

H 

ua 

T— 

ire 

tp 

rt 

1* 

1-1 

i-H 

H 

rH 

rl 

1-1 

,0 

OO 

^ 

CO 

-r 

rO 

£ 

g 

J  tO  fc 


CQ 


s 


t    p 


&    p 


P      5      ,2 


a   3    a   -a 


w    a 


a     j3     -5 


Ci5 


n   h  p 


No.  5.J 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


lxxi 


E     % 


o 

>. 

a 

a! 

U 

S 

<3J 

Q     -5 


o     »     i 


Mi      .c      -r 


i<     ,2    K    S 


^ 

£ 

)-. 

M 

<« 

ij 

2 

=: 

0 

J 

'3 

£ 

o 

9 

aj 

£ 

PH 

<U 

■ 

i' 

a 

Ej 

? 

E< 

Ph 

^    te    o 


y    Q 


K       K 


w-    «•    «    «-    f" 


PH  Ph  ^ 


C     a,     k 


e 

C 

r 

OJ 

O) 

0) 

<h 

•a 

*J 

^ 

'O 

'- 

Ph    Cl,    p,    a,    a, 


«s    fe 


.2     £ 


,S  03  -M 


£  fc, 


:>       eo 

CO 

?i 

s 

s? 

§ 

5 

S 

p! 

IS 

§ 

8 

a* 

§3 

3 

o 

as 

o 

o 

£■ 

T~ 

' 

h 

H 

1-1 

tH 

,H 

H 

H 

'"H 

1-1 

H 

tH 

*H 

r< 

CO  :c  .ft  -V 


U         & 


~      T,       P 


0     w      PL, 


ii     3     -S      = 


0      O      P      P 


m       a> 


~  —  0> 


a? 

tu 

41 

bo 
01 

bo      : 

a 

be 

"       a) 

c 

U 

o 

g      ■£ 

c 

o 
O 

'5 

>       b 

t 

< 

0 

"    o      : 

o            : 

■3      : 
'    2     :    s 

o3         •       a 

O 

a 
b 

a 

1 

c 

0 

a 

b 

)       a 

;  s 

- 

1  i 

a 

"    -    s 

bo      7 

c 

■     C 

0 

a 

PL, 
<w 

o 

SO 

a 
t 

g      a 

b 

> 

0) 

o 

o 

i 

£ 
c 

D   j 

a   - 


fts^bKS^JS 


£    £    £    s 


PL,        PL,        PL, 


O       o 


lxxii 


Report  of  the 


[Off.  Doc, 


O 


J2 

< 

< 

<— I 

Q 
'A 

< 

< 


0 

£ 

"3 

C 

0 

Q 

£ 

* 

P 

Q 

c 

< 

lent, 

nten 

d 

<8 

bi 
B 

c 

c 

bi 

PU 

0 
W 

6 

M  3 
-    - 

-1  03 

0 

D 

£ 
0 

J3 

S 
c 

<u 

pi 

a 

0 

c 
c 
■ 
r. 

0 
c 

a) 

B 

B 

N 

O 

p5 

0 
1-5 

0) 

H 

s 

0 

H 

•0 
a 

g 

HI 

"5 

0 

2 

O 

d 

u 

c 

~ 

< 

d 

> 

r- 

2 

b 

0 

V. 

a 

CO 

> 

5 
2 

i-s 

£ 

•-s 

tf 

K 

& 

01 

0 

< 

i 

i 

01 

pi 

0 

o 

<m  a! 

o  ao 

o  g 

~  *o 

a 

"cc 

r. 

c 

0 

£ 

0 

£ 

E 

« 

0 

« 

CO 

c 

c 

* 

a 

p,    c 

a      ' 

a 

c. 

T 

- 

— 

■c 

— 1 

T 

~ 

'£ 

c 

~ 

a 

c 

e 

c 

0 

£3 

c 

0 

« 

c 

? 

f 

5 

tr 

1 

£ 

c 

a 

6 

01 

a 

a 

a 

T 

T 

1. 

b 

fc 

t. 

fc 

(- 

b 

T 

I 

Xt 

a 

o 

PL 

& 

PL 

a 

P- 

PL 

P- 

P- 

P- 

p. 

P. 

PL 

Ph 

c 

tn 

o 

c 
c 

t- 

jj 

« 

3 

0 

0 

c 

£ 

.- 

c 

c 

I 

tf 

c 

7 

to 

t 

a 
c 

c 
■ 

- 

c 
c 

c 
c 
I 

C        e- 
J3       T 

<     5 

C 

o 

£ 

( 

£ 

c 

a 

I 

C 
7 

'    fe    5    ~    pa 

bo 

! 

'       a 

> 

>       t. 

t 

0 

1 

c 

>>     «      i     « 

5 

X 

)      c 

c 

1       1 

i 

0 

c 

i  ! 

4                 t 

1 

1 

a 

- 

'£ 

^3        <?         c         *> 

\  1  §   *  € 

)   * 

^ 

P 

<        t 

.     ^ 

t 

) 

? 

!    a,    ^    w    ^ 

« 

c 

'£ 

n 

-<      e< 

1 

U 

DC 

:~ 

00      00 

•J9JJBUO     JO 

wo. 

0 

DC 

oe 

O 

X 

00 

t 

•^ 

T 

t. 

eo       ir 

rH          ■* 

c 

•uopBpunoj 

JO 

y 

0 

3 

06        o- 

oc       00 

n"nEZ!UKSjo     jo 

3JBQ 

bi 

3 

0 
0 

z 

c 

1 
e 

1 

1 

t 
1,        0 

P 

! 

5 

■ 

1 

a 

1 

c 

5 

( 
( 

i 
C 

i 

•      * 

* 

c 

B 

7 

! 

I 

- 

' 

£ 
« 

j: 
< 

£ 

0 

a 

.     £ 

£ 

;    * 
i   p 

!        b 

c 

•     ? 

s 

H           P 

3       a 
tf-        c 

.     ^      - 
a      0     C 

X.      . 

0)          b 

) 

c 
1 

1 

^ 

a 

cd 

hi 

i 

0 

a 

"bo 

a 

c 

b 

1 

c 

C 

a 

0 

0 

c 

a 

' 

£ 

3 

"c 

t 

1 

°             £ 

H 

OB 

a 

0 

1 

a 

J 

1 

■J 

P 

3 

M 

> 

a 
C 

I 

a 

'/ 

a 

< 

t 
0 

- 

1 

a 

£ 
< 

a 

F 

£ 

■a 

c 

•,         CO 

a. 

_0J 

> 

a 
c 

i 

a 
■      » 

f 

> 
«■ 

a 
i 

I 

£ 

>> 
u 

£ 
E 
w 

s 

ed 

c 

c 

I 

< 
1 
P 

2 
- 

1      c 

§ 

1/ 

i 

a 
1/ 

D 

0 
O 

c 

> 

t 

c 

£ 
a 

a 
n 

- 
0     1 

0 
0 

[ 

! 

'        r 

a 

! 

2 

- 

\ 

§ 
2 

^ 

l 

s 

u 
0 

3 

i 

7 

2 

a 

a 

p; 

i 
- 

5 

1        s. 
a 

t 
: 
V 

D 

No.  5.  J 


Superintendent  of  Public  instruction. 


lxxiii 


a   < 


£  «  s 


O     K 


n 


a    & 


pq 


e   a 

S    w 


« 

Q 

s 

<; 

Q 

0* 

<! 

M 

3 
O 

■ 
c 

Q 

C 

o 

.2 

c 

a 

33 

t 

Pi 

d 

o 

c" 

0 

a 

H 

4 

is 

01 

3 

w 

HI 

F 

o> 

OS  ^  Hi  S 


d 

d 

ed 

a 

« 

Bj 

Si 

d 

d1 

d 

d 

d 

a 

n. 

a 

A 

a 

Pi 

n 

a 

c 

ft 

& 

a 

u 

0 

0 

o 

a 

o 

o 

o 

a 

o 

o 

c 

a 

c 

C 

a 

H 

e 

c 

B 

c 

C 

c 

to     ■-"    -y 


2     E 


E     E 


IE      S      Pu 


c 
at 

c 

a 

g 

E 

c 

« 

c 

c 

r 

D 

c 

c 

- 

d 

c. 
o 
o 

»       c 
a    := 

C3 

E     ™ 


o     * 


.       a       5 

*     "    £ 

K    a-    § 


z    5    x    t)    P    J    2    ?; 


*    2 


h.      p:      X.      >• 


2       M 


O     O      H 


4)        T3 


oi      ^      ^ 


&      S 


K     O     §     C     Q 


+■     — 


£     £ 


?,    -    w    t; 


a   £   £ 


«    s 


E     E 


<     < 


a     a     E 


a  « 


5    o    « 


•§      S     2     £     E 


E* 


3      *>       o 


of     .5     i; 

-      -      H      O 


01        o 


5     oj 


£  £ 


lxxiv 


Report  of  the 


Off.  Dog. 


s 


H 

m 

l-H 

H 
< 


o 

< 
z 

Q 
Z 
< 

< 
« 

w 
z 
a 

o 


H  c 


•J9JJBU0     JO     35BQ 


•uup'Bpunoj   jo 
ti  .i)ir/iin:3J0       JO       ^IBQ 


rfl      ill 


-      -      - 


—  O         »j" 


a    k    £ 


H      W 


pm    &    < 


a      rt      - 


—        5:       2 


~       o       .- 


tj      —      ~       <u 


2      M 


-        ^j       ^-        w 


■2     •-! 


3      6, 


K 

X 

« 

X. 

- 

S 

m 

Ph 

z 

w 

1^- 

Ol 

1 

CO 

00 

CO 

00 

i 

t- 

co 

00 

CO 

0 

CO 

M 

^ 

to 

co 

i-i      5       (3 


-        s      B       Jjj      fc 


2      t- 


No.  5.] 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instbuction. 


a 

S 

l« 

c 

s 

a 

C 

o 

EC 

B 

■d 
3 
3 

3 

0 
R 

„~ 

3 

c 

? 

01 

M 

S 

C 

5 

>^ 

E 

o 

J3 

3 

o 
u 

HI 

c 

C 

1) 

o 

3 

111 
O 

6 

0 

o 
DO 

M 

Ih 

111 

03 

^ 

o 

5 

OQ 
EC 

s 

O 

43 
Fi 

— 
Ph 

a* 

bo 

3 
Ch 

Ph 

8 

t 

at 

o 

d 

>> 

s 
a> 

s 

c 

O 
>-3 

a 
u 

0) 

— 

E 
» 

K 
fe 

00 

og 

u 

J3 

— 

s 
to 

> 

cti 

Ph 

4) 

1-3 

3 

a 

o 

CD 

o 

O 

Ph' 

BE 

K 

£ 

01 

s 

a> 

> 

> 

1> 

o 

> 
1) 

> 

0) 

o 

d 

W 

> 

c 
o 

> 

1 

HI 

■0 

h 

o 

<f 

>-5 

o 

K 

s 

K 

s 

K 

rt 

-4 

•-3 

w 

K 

Is 

Ph 

PS 

M 

o 

h 

e 

E 
ai 

- 

o 

o 

E 

c 

3 

a> 

T 

OJ 

gj 

a> 

-- 

■c 

■D 

•a 

^ 

■o 

E 
E 

ID 

0 

eg 

j 

E 

CD 

E 

a 

3 
ai 

I 

oi 

Bd 

od 

eg 

CO 

ad 

I 

C 

u 

s 

■d 
cs 

a 

K 

0 

- 

o 

- 

V 

O 

a 

c 

E 

'3 

o 

- 

)V 

E 

E 

c 
1 

3 

E 

E 

E 

E 

E 

2 

c 

o 

o 

at 

' 

3 

E 

E 

—      — 

n 

T 

a 

T 

k 

3 

3 

3 

- 

& 

CU 

- 

- 

- 

- 

fi 

K 

e 

fe 

a 

a 

S 

CL 

- 

CO 

CO 

CO 

to 

1/ 

E 

I 

c: 

fca 

*P 

J 

C 

4 

a 

cu 

X 

C 

x: 

« 

0 

0 

a 

"5 

t 

0 

C 

e 

C 

c 

p 

s 

c 

CI 

E 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

H 

c 

C 

3 

c 
.2 

o 

0 

e 

c 

'            | 

T 

a 

n 

« 

0 

E 

£ 

x 

£ 

p 

E 

- 

E 

E 

C 

E 

E 

« 

T 

s) 

% 

t 

0 

D 

(. 

E 

CJ 

£ 

E 
a 

£ 
c 
c 

£ 

c 

a 

£ 

c 

E 
a 

£ 

C 

e 
a 

C 

> 

es" 

0 

> 

0 

c 

0 

O 

EJ 

£• 

o 

3 
d 
2 

c, 

"l 
a 
E 

£ 

c 

c 
£ 

c 

c 

E 

g 

C 

c 

E 

£ 

C 
P 
a 

E 
cc 

3 

E 

e 

E 

c 

£ 

c 

O 

o 

> 

c 

n 

c 

g 

t 

c 

E 

s 

E 

a 

L 

._ 

t 

P- 

s 

a 

X 

Pi 

a 

k 

pi 

L 

p: 

C 

P- 

^ 

•" 

• 

K 

— 

x 

o        oo 

(j     « 

I-l         tH         rH 

a 

lr 

c^ 

o 

00 

-«j 

■* 

CN 

o* 

J 

■Ij 

* 

a>       r- 

Y 

t- 

t 

CI 

o 

U 

c- 

t 

CD         1 

CO 

00 

' 

" 

" 

r- 

»H 

r- 

^1 

ih      »h      ;h 

0 

" 

c 

i 

c« 

■a 

a 

i/ 

a 

i 

0 

< 

0 

[     \ 

2 

'2 

j 
I 

4                 D 

b 

t 

1      1 
i       * 

!    ; 

3     a 

) 

I 

| 

\  i 

t 

c 

C 

5 

) 
) 

E 
C 

E 
a 
I 

a 

o 
.       0- 

01 

s 

S 
j> 

H 

0 

C 

■a 

1 

0 

CI 

c 

E 

>           CI 

E 
C 
E 
a 
f. 
a 

_ 
C 

r 

b 

E 

s 
a 

0 

"c 
c 

5        E 

- 

1 

PL. 

B 

t 

i 

1 
i 
c 

9 

! 

3 

3 

3 

& 
c 
1 

"g 
£ 
c 

:  1 
> 

)           4J           * 

P 

\     P 

4           U 

1  n 

1    £ 

c 

c 

) 

H 

t> 

H 

i- 

p 

> 

p: 

= 

P 

:     S     M 

!       ^ 

■ 

J 

'■       *■ 

^ 

;       h 

5 

„ 

• 

•      c 

j 

-     "c 
1     i 

i  I 

!      ; 

! 

i 

t4 

:     o 

•       o 

:     o 

:     o 
o 

:     o 

:     m 
•     § 

o 
o 

c 
c 

1 
I 

i 

!        ~ 

:      : 

- 
•       c 

:     a 

!  1 

\ 

! 

:     c 
1 

c 
f 

3 

3 
] 

i 
< 

c 
0 

G 

! 

i 

i      w 

2            W 

;    3 

i    < 

<            Ph 

!     § 

i 

g 

i 

c 

a 

"o 

C 
c 

e 

t. 
c 

> 

E 
c 

a 
P 

i 

;   ! 

! 

i 

£ 

I 

! 

t 
\ 
c 

t 
j 

1 

J          C 

0       < 

:  5 

! 

3 
3 

h    c 

•      0 

!  ] 

S     p 

h       t 
c 
a 

0  : 

1  : 

i 

\  3 

5    * 

I      B 

1          c 
J        i 

!  * 

3       E 

3         ! 

5       1 
\       ! 

i 
i 

r             0 
1           P 

o 
i     J 

!  ] 

?        1 

7 

:     c 

a 
t 

I    : 
I    i 

4               C 

o 

:     cc 

13 

3    o 

3 

3     1 

1        « 

3      Ph 

%■ 

c 

0 

C 

:     S 

u 

o 
u 

:     «i 

:    f^ 

•        3 
'u 

: .  as 
.    "a 

<       o 

>    m 

CO 

Eh 

c 

GO 

3 

a 

t 
i 
1 

i 

0 

"( 
i 
c 

H 

0 

2 

?       " 

:      c 

i    i 

TJ 

'         .' 
1         f 

.       C 

3         ! 
J       c 

S         H 
J         » 

- 
!    1 

J      c 
)       I 

!        ci 

>       ^ 

;  I 

D 

1           0 

■>      i 

CI 

i  i 

!   p 

2          0 
4             t 

!        o 
* 

.     a. 

.     1 
F 
| 

'      g 

c 

:     a 

:     « 

a 
( 
f. 

1       I 

! 

!  1 

I         ° 

1 
1 

I 
I 

c 

* 

1       c 

0 

f 

- 1 

f 

'  I 

g 
: 

!) 

»      F 
)    c 

0 

-    1 
J      ° 

•   A 

a 

. 

lxxvi 


Keport  of  the 


[Off.  Doc, 


inawaouBvavaoo  isb[  ib 


•laataaonatucnoD  isci 
;u  sajBiipBiS  a\vm  jo  aaqainK 


•aoijBDanoj  aoais 
sjaaptns     jo     aaqtnna   oioqAi 


•jBai  aqi  joj  jnani[oana  [B}ox 


O  -"3"  O 


on        o        © 


ca       co       ia 


sa[Binaj  jo  jaqmn^j 


•jBai  aqj  £cn 
-anp  sjuaptns  a[Btn  jo  aaqmn^ 


i-i 

O 

CD 

c-i 

-H 

tH 

- 

CI 

Si 
6 


CO 

o 

I 
s 

H 
OQ 

■<! 

i-i 
o 

55 
<J 
55 

l-H 
ft 

- 

55 


auaj  qoBa 
ni  eqaau  jo  jaqoinu  adBaaAy 


n      «       >2       o 

ft         lO         *-<         rH 


jB3i    aqi 
Sautip  nado  stniaj  jo  aaqmn>j 


■paiO[d 
-ma     saojaniisni    jo   aaqcan.s: 


CO       CO       ■*        rt       m        •*> 


"S     5     -     c     2 

P         3        —        S        2 


3 

H 
55 
H 
O 


"       vi       -"       — 


i   *   5 


J       P        3        «J 


3        <G         - 


—      —       <n      •s       O       g» 
O       o       3       g      O       g 

o    u    «    ra     u    I 


*    § 


•c     -5     *     r 


•<     <!     •« 


a   s 


No.  5. 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


lxxvii 


LQ 

N 

CD          IQ 

N             f-H 

CO 
CM 

t-          CO          OO          CC 
M          tH          "* 

L- 

S^*2W?2T^<OCS|OCO 

CM          CO          CO          Ol          rH          »-t                         rH          CO          CM 

O 

o 

CO* 

03 
If 

1,100 
3,878 
2.100 

298 

ecT 

CO          O 
CM          O 
OO          O 
co"       00* 
iH          <M 

OS 
CM 

co 

CO 

CO 

£o 

g 

CO 

CO 
CO 

CO 

** 

CO 

C"J 

CO          LO 

iH 

CO 

iH 

CO 

<M 

iH 

DO 

CO 

"• 

CO 

CO 

CM 

co 

eo 

CM 

CM 

CM 

ee 

CO 

CO 

N 

^ 

co        eo       t-        gg       oo 


o       io      oo 


S30°e30>3s33008'° 


a;      a 


►J      & 


3     2     > 


tf     H     «< 


a     ~    ?. 


s     a)     2     x 
<!     O     m     fc 


t-       t,       o 
H      0      O 


0      3       *> 
5       o      3 


£     & 


a;      o 


O      ri      -s      n      SI       O       O      3 


a    is 


tu       o 

3      "w 


>      > 


>       >       » 


*    ^     ° 


a  - 


*  « 


lxxviii 


Report  of  the 


[Off.  Doc. 


-8 

6 


< 

55 
< 
55 

fa 

a 
< 

« 
a 
55 

a 
O 


inatuaauamcaoo  ise[  ib 
sdjcnpBja  ajecnaj  jo  jaqmn.M 


■juaoiaj'iatniiioa  ibbi 
•ju  saiBnpuiS  ajctn  jo  jaqrnnjj 


uonEpanoj  aoais 
siaapnis     jo     jaqmtia    a(oqM 


jcai  aqi  joj  juaratoiaa  ibiox 


saiBraa;  jo  aaqmnjj 


jcai  aqi  Sui 
-jnp  sjaaprus  ajcra  jo  aaqoinji 


•nuaj  qasa 
ui  ssiaax  jo  aaqcnnu  a^Bjaiv 


jBai  aqi 
Snunp  nado  snuai  jo  jo<i'"'<M 


•paiofd 
-ma     sjojotujsu!     jo   jaqcnn>i 


o 

I 

** 

-F 

2 

« 

e  i 

Ci 

S 

1=> 

CO 

O          i-H 

co 

CO          !>■ 
CI          CM 

- 

: 

■t 

CO 

-i 

*2      ?3 

CI 

■71 

S 

c 

EC 

CO 

CO 

CO 

DO          « 

Ci 

M 

C5 

^co^co^^mmC-Ici 


pq     S 


US         to         I-         Ci 


O      J 


O       e       fi 


-       (5 


—      —       c 


«      ~        la 


Q     O 


£      o 


£     S 


No.  5.1 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


*#       »o 

- 

er 

<M 

r-       -o                           io 

CO 

ee        OT 

o 

CT>          lH          Oi          I- 

lO          CD 

O          O 

o       o 

CO         o 

en 

«* 

1,475 
1,630 
4,000 



o        ** 

n* 

<T 

tr- 

<x 

^* 

cc 

§ 

T- 

1 

12    3    s    § 

CD           C5 

IN 

C-  OS  V.  <T>  ^0 


CO  CO  CO  !M 


CO  CO  C"«  T-H  TJ<  ^ 


W  lO  t-  CO  CM  C-J  I"  CO  CO 


II)  C  S 


z    £ 


W       fc       H       k       §       H 


.2     o 

bo      S       (U 
a)      «     2 


■w      ca      « 


rt      £ 


2     W 


U     W      H     0      O      C 


£      pf 


"-  fe  r-  k 


8    £ 


Ixxx 


Eeport  of  the 


[Off.  Doc. 


•jaamaDuamnioo  jsbi  ib 
sa^BtipBJS  aictnaj  jo  aaqcntiN 


■jaatnaoaacatuoD  isbi 
?b  sa^BtipBJri  a[Btn  jo  jaqcnitN 


02 

l-H 

H 

a 

'A 

< 
P 

<! 

33 

a 


UOUBpUIlOJ  8DalS 

ejaapnjs     jo     aaqnma   aioqAi 


ieai  aqj  joj  jaatn(OJua  ibjox 


•gaiBcaaj  jo  jaqranjj 


juaA  aqj  Sai 
-.mp  sinapnjs  a|Bcn  jo  aaqcnnvj 


■nuaj  qoBa 
ni  ^5)33ii  jo  jaqranu  aSEJBAv 


jBai  aqj 
Suiinp  aado  srajai  jo  jaqtnnjj 


p^ioid 
-ma    sjoiorujsni     jo    jaquiu^ 


8     3 


k     <m     to     <° 


2     3     t     « 
<°     s     ^     x 

H     k      w     O 


c 

c 

0 

- 
e 

T 

0 

a 
P 

41 

X 

U 

c 

<~ 

c 

c 

* 
c 

C 
0 

a 

c 

c 

c 
c 

- 
a 

_ 

£ 

s- 

c 

c 

't 
a 

\- 

I 

1 

i 

c 
a 

s 

o 

o 
en 

aj    m 


U     O      W      O     S 


1     5 


cq    k 


£     * 


r      "o      o      a      ai     c 

£      H      h      ^      p      £ 


S     « 


«3     m     w     w     m     £ 


No.  5.] 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


lxxxi 


OS 

559 
617 
500 

157,439 

H          ^         >fi 
CO          CO          O 

to 

» 

1 

©      o      © 

■*•      M»      ** 

rH          ^          W 

«         CO         « 

o       c 


w   w 


«      s      J 

O     ^     oi 


F.--5--95 


Ixxxii 


Kepoet  of  the 


LOff.  Doc. 


^3 


< 

cn 

< 
o 
•A 
< 

I— I 

Q 

< 

< 

23 

55 

o 


•juantAiopua  jo  ^unooiB  8[oqM 


•gnjEJuddB  jo  aniBA  pajBtuijsg; 


spunoa8  pub 
sauipnnq  jo  <>n[BA   pajtumisg 


•luapnjs  jad  isoo  agajaAB  [Bjox 


•JiaaM 
aad    pjBoq    jo    jsoo    aSBjaAy 


•juapujs 
jad   uoiiinj     jo   jsoa    ibuuuv 


•i'jRjqil  uj  «aoni[OA  jo  jaqmn  \j 


•papunoj  aouis 
sajBnpBJS    jo   jaqmnu    apq  M  ' 


^aacnaoaatnaioo  }8B| 
jb  sajBnpBJd  jo  jaquinu  3|oqA\ 


0 

._, 

c 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

^1 

o 

-r 

6Q- 

o 

_, 

o 

o 

8 

O 

o 

0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

s 

o 

o 

"T            ^ 

,H 

0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

.-, 

,^ 

o 

o       O       o       t-       o 
o       o        o       eo       o 


o       ° 


^5  M  i-H 


t?  S  ii 


-2      c     5     r 


M    to   g    a 

-    -s    5    4 


j   t> 


u    w 


No.  5.J 


SUPEKINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


lxxxiii 


©      ©       ©       © 


©      ©      ©      © 
o       t-       o       © 


©       ©       o 

s    s    s 

CI  t-H  Csl 


©      © 

00  ^ 


T7  ©  O 


rH  rH  CO 


O  «  CO 


o    ffl 


<v       —        & 


3     "3     £ 


60       CM 


d       3      2       « 


•S         O        m 


£     -     £ 


C        £        " 


a  , 


h     Pm     Ph     w     ea     H 


£      £       £      £ 


lxxxiv 


Report  of  the 


[Off.  Doc. 


•jnaniMOpaa  jo  janotnB  afoqAi 


■snjBJBddB  jo  an[BA  pajBiniisg; 


•spanojS  patf 
sSaipnnq  jo  biiiba  pa^BniHHa 


^3 


9 

H 
HI 

< 

H-l 

o 

I 

l-H 

z 

* 


jaapnis  aad  isoo  83bj3ab  ib}OX 


•JiaaM. 
iad    pjBoq    jo    ?sod    aSBjaAy 


•jaapms 
jad     aouiti)    jo   ?sod    iBnuav 


•lixti<\\\  a;  sacnniOA  jo  aaqran>i 


•papnnoj  aouis 
sajBnpBjS    jo   jaqtnna   aioqAV 


o 

o 

- 

o 
o 

2 

5 

S 

§ 

o 

o 

8 

o 

o 

o 

s 

DQ 

[2 

o 

rH 

O 

o 

M 

O 
CO 

C4         C4         CO         lO 


rH         <-«         ca         ^        CO 


luatna^aaaiaioo  ist:[ 
jb  sajBnpBxS  jo  aaqnina  aioqAV 


t-       s      o      «      n 


*      -       P. 


■=       2       OS      -3 


3    s 


°      c      c 

See 


£     £    £ 
6     E 


T.     .o      o      -      •;       «      u      MM 


•r     =      *     =5 


i-      —     — 


1       ^SiiiSoS-C-O^li 


No.  5.] 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


lxxxv 


o       -a- 

o         t- 


,H  lO  CO 


(M         S         CO 


t-i  CO  *H 


4)         0, 

J3       3       C 


o 
o 

o 
ra      « 


«J     - 


5      £ 


■w     -     2 

T!      ri      *• 


«      2      5      3 

z    "&   3    §    S 

5    =    ^    >    M 


J3        « 


Q)  O 


^  CO         -M 


<u     >»    ^*     ii 

13        1)  t, 

II 1 1 


O     fa      H     O     O      fa 


£     £ 


=     c     2 


a     a    .=< 


o    fa    W    fa 


fa    k    5 


£    £ 


2    « 

si 


S    fa 


lxxxvi 


Eeport  of  thk 


[Off.  Doc. 


6 


< 

H 

P 

as 

Q 
as 

hi 

as 
w 
O 


•jaaoijAoptia  jo  junouiB  aioqAA 


■snjBJBddB  jo  ot\[BA  pajuonjsa 


'spnaoiS  pus 

s3uip|mq  jo  ani«A   pajBiausg; 


•jaaprns  J3d  %aoo  sSbjsab  [bjox 


•5(3341 

asd     pjBoq    jo    jsoo    aXuid\v 


■juapnjs 
J3d    uomm    jo    jsod    [Bnnuv 


A"JBjqn  ui  s3inn[0A  jo  jsqam^ 


pspunoj  aDajs 
sajBnpBjS   jo    jsqainu    3[oqM 


JU3CU3DU3IIUUOD  JSB| 

jb  83jBiipcja  jo  jsqrunu  3(oqA\ 


.rt      "      —      — 


K    5 


a     «     r     o 


ffl     k 


oS^OfcSwww 


No.  5 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


lxxxvii 


x   ffi 


"©J®8 


Official  Document,  No.  5. 


REPORTS 


OF 


County  Superintendents. 


ADAMS  COUNTY— J.  W.  Thoman. 

For  the  information  of  those  interested  in  the  educational  work, 
that  they  may  feel  encouraged  wherein  improvement  has  been  mani- 
fested, and  that  they  may  be  stimulated  to  greater  and  well  directed 
efforts,  we  give  to  the  public  this  report  of  the  common  schools  of 
Adams  county,  for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1895. 

School  Directors'  Association. 

The  third  annual  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  the  public 
school  building,  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Wednesday,  November  28,  1894, 
with  the  largest  attendance  since  its  organization.  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  deputy  superintendent,  addressed  the  directors.  A  number 
of  practical  questions  were  discussed  by  directors  and  others. 
Prominent  among  them  were  the  following:  (a)  "How  can  directors 
secure  proper  care  of  text  books?1'  (b)  "Should  not  children  be  al- 
lowed to  attend  the  nearest  school  regardless  of  township  or  borough 
limits?"  (c)  "When  should  the  school  term  begin  in  rural  districts?" 

County  Institute. 

The  county  institute  is  becoming  one  of  the  most  popular  organi- 
zations of  the  county.  Every  successive  institute  is  receiving  more 
recognition  by  the  people  generally  than  the  former. 

In  all  parts  of  the  county  its  influence  and  usefulness  are  being 
felt.     Few  persons,  if  any,  can  be  found,  as  was  common  in  the  past, 

1-5-95 


2  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

who  would  think  of  discouraging  its  support  and  continued  success. 
The  last  institute  was,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  the  most  suc- 
cessful, and  its  attendance  the  largest  of  any  ever  held  in  Adams 
county.     Every  teacher,  with  one  exception,  was  enrolled. 

District  Institutes. 

The  district  institutes,  which  were  nine  in  number,  were  largely 
attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons,  also  persons  interested 
in  the  schools.  In  Fairfield,  Benders ville,  York  Springs,  East  Berlin 
and  Abbottstown  the  churches  were  used  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  crowds,  yes,  in  sonic  cases  the  hundreds  of  people  congregated. 
It  is  safe  to  assert  that  these  meetings  compare  favorably  with  the 
county  institutes  of  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  in  some  instances  sur- 
pass them,  not  alone  in  attendance  but  in  practical  results. 

School  Libraries. 

School  libraries  are  becoming  one  of  the  modern  auxiliaries  in 
our  public  schools.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  considered  idle  talk 
toi  anyone  to  call  attention  to  the  importance  of  having  a  school 
library  placed  in  the  schools  of  the  county.  The  favor  of  the  people, 
in  many  instances,  has  been  won  by  continued  persistence  and  effort, 
and  now  in  many  of  our  rural  district  schools  may  be  found  a  hand- 
some book-case  tilled  with  some  of  our  besi  and  choicest  literature 
and  books  of  reference.  Of  nothing  do  we  know  from  which  more 
practical  good  results,  educationally,  than  from  a  well  regulated 
school  library.  Boys  and  girls  must  acquire  a  taste  and  the  habit 
of  reading  good  books  by  standard  ant  hois  during  their  school  period 
of  life,  if  they  ever  wish  to  become  well  informed  men  and  women. 
Directors  should  take  not  a  little  interest  in  this  all  important 
matter. 

New  Buildings. 

There  were  six  new  buildings  erected  during  the  year.  One  in 
Conewago,  two  in  Highland,  one  in  Oxford  township  and  two  in 
Mt.  Pleasant,  all  of  which  were  substantially  built.  During  the  pres- 
ent year  one  is  to  be  erected  in  Liberty,  and  Gettysburg  contemplates 
erecting  a  fine  four  room  building,  and  McSherrys'town  a  two  room 
building. 

School  Exhibit. 

The  first  attempt  of  instituting  a  school  exhibit  was  advocated  two 
years  ago,  and  we  are  pleased  to  report  that  at  our  last  county  insti- 
tute a  demonstration  was  made  of  the  utility  and  practicability  of 
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the  same.  Nothing  has  ever  been  attempted  along  the  line  of  im- 
provement in  our  schools  which  produced  a  more  awakening 
influence  among  our  teachers,  and  a  greater  educational  medium, 
than  the  work  from  all  parts  of  the  county  which  was  placed  on 
exhibition  for  the  inspection  of  teachers,  directors,  pupils  and 
patrons.  The  school  exhibit  for  the  future  promises  to  us  a  means 
for  an  educational  revival  in  our  school  work. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  extend  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction thanks  for  the  assistance  rendered  and  the  many  sugges- 
tions offered;  to  the  directors  for  their  encouragement  received; 
to  the  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  work,  and  to  the 
people  of  the  county  for  their  courtesies  and  hospitality  shown. 


ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 

To  attempt  to  estimate  the  real  progress  in  a  given  time  in  any 
system  of  schools  is  a  very  difficult  task.  You  cannot,  by  any  tabu- 
lated statistics,  represent  growth,  culture,  character  or  manhood. 
The  accumulated  wealth  of  truth,  honesty,  sincerity  aud  industry 
which  the  child  acquires  in  the  ideal  school,  cannot  be  measured  by 
the  magic  of  any  visible  yard  stick.  And  while  we  cannot  weigh, 
by  any  system  of  scales,  the  accumulating  stock  of  human  virtue, 
necessary  to  prepare  the  child  for  complete  living,  yet  it  is  possible 
co  watch  the  forces  which  are  at  work  in  his  mental  and  moral  devel- 
opment. 

During  the  year  the  forces  that  produce  these  results  have  been  in 
vigorous  and  successful  operation,  schools  have  been  kept  open  for 
a  term  averaging  8.35  months.  Into  these  schools  daily  have  come 
the  school  children  of  this  county'  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  in- 
struction. They  have  prepared  and  recited  the  lessons.  They  have 
applied  themselves  diligently  to  the  work  of  the  school,  submitted 
themselves  to  the  judicial  decisions  and  rightful  authority  of  the 
teacher.  In  manner  they  have  been  courteous  and  kind  to  each 
other,  and  as  citizens  of  the  school  community  have  to  some  extent 
at  least  exercised  the  virtue  of  self  control.  As  a  result  of  this,  their 
field  of  knowledge  has  been  enlarged,  their  mental  discipline 
strengthened  and  their  culture  broadened.  Correct  habits  have  been 
formed,  polite  manners  cultivated  and  their  whole  moral  nature  lifted 
toward  the  ideal. 
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Natural  Science. 

Believing  our  schools  to  be  rather  weak  in  this  department,  we 
have  made,  during  the  year,  a  special  effort  to  strengthen  it.  At  our 
county  institute  and  in  the  local  teachers'  meetings  it  was  given  a 
prominent  place  on  the  programme.  This  is  certainly  an  important 
department  in  our  school  work  and  it  demands  our  most  careful  con- 
sideration. We  believe  children  should  be  taught  to  observe  the  facts 
and  phenomena  of  nature,  to  think  logically  about  them,  and  then  to 
express  correctly  the  knowledge  gained  and  the  conclusions  reached. 
It  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  just  inferences  and  correct  judgments 
without  first  having  sufficient  data  with  which  to  operate  the  classi- 
fying, analyzing  and  comparing  processes  of  the  mind.  The  child 
should  go  to  the  objects  and  phenomena  of  nature,  and  not  to  books, 
for  this  data.  The  general  objection  offered  to  this  work  is  lack  of 
time.     This  is  scarcely  worth  noticing.     It  can  be  made  the 

Basis  of  Language  Work 

without  any  perceptible  loss  of  time.  In  fact  it  would  strengthen 
this  work.  The  trouble  with  much  of  our  language  work  is  that 
attention  is  placed  upon  the  word  rather  than  the  thought.  Words 
are  only  signs;  thoughts  are  powers.  Not  the  teacher's  thought,  nor 
the  one  recorded  in  the  text  book,  but  the  child's  own  thought,  grow- 
ing out  of  his  own  observation  and  perception. 

The  material  furnished  by  nature  studies  will  lead  the  child  to 
observe,  to  analyze,  to  classify  and  to  judge,  thus  supplying  the 
child's  mind  with  thoughts  of  his  own,  the  first  requisite  of  good- 
language  work.  The  correct  oral  and  written  expression  of  these 
thoughts,  as  the  second  requisite,  naturally  and  easily  follow.  First, 
fill  the  thought  vacuum  in  the  child's  mind,  and  then  remove  the 
obstacles  and  difficulties  from  the  channel  of  easy,  natural  expres- 
sion. Seeing  comes  before  saying,  getting,  before  giving,  and  the 
what  to  say  before  the  how  to  say  it.  This  will  do  away  with  much 
of  the  sham  language  work  which  requires  the  child  to  try  to  ex- 
press clearly,  concisely  and  correctly  something  about  something  of 
which  it  knows  nothing. 

The  County  Institute. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  the  Pittsburgh  High 
School,  August  27  to  31,  1894.  The  following  instructors  were 
present: 

Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer.  State  Superintendent  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr. 
J.  A.  McClellan,  Toronto,  Canada;  Dr.  Albert  E.  Maltby,  Slippery 
Rock.  Pa.;  Dr.  T.  B.  Noss,  California,  Pa.;  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  In- 
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diana,  Pa.;  Prof.  S.  B.  McCracken,  Elkhart,  Indiana,  and  Mrs.  Re- 
becca Pollard,  Allegheny  City. 

The  music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  J.  J.  Isenee,  of  Allegheny. 

Largest  Institute. 

This  was  the  largest  institute  ever  held  in  the  county,  perhaps  in 
the  State.  Exactly  nine  hundred  (900)  teachers  were  enrolled.  The 
largest  one  prior  to  this  enrolled  eight  hundred  and  eleven  teachers. 

Plan. 

The  division  work  inaugurated  in  our  institute  two  years  ago  was 
continued. 

During  one-half  of  the  time  each  day  the  institute  was  divided 
into  four  classes,  and  each  class  assigned  to  a  separate  room.  One 
class  was  composed  of  teachers  of  primary  grades,  another  of  those 
in  the  intermediate  departments,  a  third  of  those  in  the  grammar 
grades,  and  still  another  of  those  who  teach  in  ungraded  schools. 
These  classes  were  placed  in  charge  of  competent  chairmen  and 
special  instructors.  The  programme  had  been  carefully  prepared 
with  this  object  in  view;  and  the  teachers  in  each  class  were  given 
that  special  instruction  necessary  for  their  particular  department. 
Thus  four  large  institutes  were  in  operation  at  the  same  time  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  building,  turning  the  institute,  for  the  time  being, 
into  one  mammoth  training  school  for  the  teachers. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  court  house  November  14th.  About  one  hundred  directors 
were  present.  The  question  of  needed  school  legislation  was  opened 
by  Rev.  C.  F.  Swift,  of  Bellevue.  He  was  followed  by  Major  R.  E. 
Stewart,  of  Braddock;  Dr.  C.  M.  C.  Campbell,  of  Oakmont;  Mr.  James 
N.  Moore,  of  Robinson,  and  Hon.  J.  T.  Richey,  of  Killbuck.  In  the 
afternoon  the  association  was  addressed  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Burnett,  of 
Wilkinsburg,  on  the  "Duties  of  the  Director." 

Official  Duties. 

Owing  to  the  favorable  condition  of  the  weather  and  the  roads 
during  the  past  season,  we  were  able  to  do  more  work  in  the  matter 
of  visitation  than  in  any  former  year.  Six  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
visits  were  made  to  the  schools  of  this  county.  Of  course,  we  were 
not  able  to  visit  all  of  the  schools,  but  some  schools  were  visited 
in  each  of  the  ninety-eight  school  districts  of  the  county. 
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In  addition  to  this  we  participated  in  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  one  school  building,  dedicated  four,  attended  fifty-five  edu- 
cational meetings  and  numerous  flag  presentations,  and  examined 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  candidates  for  teachers'  certificates, 
and  one  hundred  and  eight  in  the  higher  branches,  music  and 
drawing. 

New  Buildings. 

Splendid  new  buildings  were  erected  in  Braddock  township,  Oak- 
dale  and  McKees  Bocks.  At  present  new  buildings  are  being  con- 
structed or  old  ones  enlarged  in  Millvale,  Sharpsburg,  Wilkinsburg, 
Pitcairn,  Sheridan  and  Swissvalo. 


ARMSTRONG   COUNTY— W.   M.  Jackson. 

In  comparing  the  work  done  in  the  county  iliis  year  with  thai 
of  preceding  years,  the  interested,  careful  observer  cannot  help  but 
be  struck  by  the  steady  advancement  in  the  schools.  In  many  places 
the  wages  of  teachers  have  been  raised;  the  books  are  free;  the 
length  of  tin-  term  has  boon  increased,  in  one  case  to  ten  months; 
some  of  the  townships  have  adopted  courses  of  study;  new  buildings 
have  been  erected  and  old  ones  refurnished;  libraries  established  and 
increased;  teachers  are  studying  civil  government  and  a  regular 
course  in  methods  and  history  of  education;  and  the  directors  have 
organized  and  decided  to  hold  meetings  for  their  mutual  improve 
ment  and  the  upbuilding  of  the  schools  of  the  county. 

Teachers'  Wages. 

The  teachers'  wages  have,  in  many  of  the  districts,  been  increased. 
In  the  townships  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  and  thirty-five  dollars 
per  month;  and  in  the  boroughs  from  forty  and  sixty  to  eighty,  one 
hundred  and  one  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  per  month.  This 
inclination  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  boards  to  increase  the  wages 
will,  of  course,  have  a  tendency  to  draw  better  teachers  to  our 
county  and  to  check  the  migration  of  the  better  teachers  to  other 
counties  This  is  certainly  an  encouragement  to  all  who  are  at  all 
interest  d  in  bettering  the  schools.  Without  better  teachers  we 
cannot  have  better  schools. 
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Free  Books. 

The  free  books  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  some  of  the  towns 
and  adjacent  districts.  In  some  places,  the  attendance  has  been 
increased  at  least  one-fifth,  and  many  of  the  poorer  people  who  could 
not  afford  to  buy  books,  but  who  would  have  been  insulted  had  the 
books  been  supplied  to  them  by  the  board,  now  attend  regularly 
with  as  much  pride  as  those  in  more  favorable  circumstances.  At 
first  some  of  the  teachers  and  directors  did  not  know  how  to  manage 
the  books  and  supplies,  causing  a  loss  to  the  districts  and  an  in- 
clination on  the  part  of  pupils  to  be  careless  of  public  property.  In 
most  cases  now,  book  cases  have  been  placed  in  the  school  rooms 
and  the  books  are  well  taken  care  of. 

Length  of  Term. 

In  Ford  City  the  length  of  the  school  term  has  been  increased  from 
eight  to  ten  months;  in  Apollo,  from  eight  to  nine  months;  in  Leech- 
burg,  from  eight  and  one-half  to  nine,  and  in  Worthington  to  seven 
months.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  townships  do  not 
have  longer  terms.  In  all  cases  in  our  county  the  township  school 
terms  are  just  long  enough  to  entitle  them  to  the  State  appropria- 
tion. 

The  Courses  of  Study. 

The  courses  of  study  in  the  borough  schools  have  nearly  all  been 
revised,  and  in  most  of  tlie  larger  towns  a  very  creditable  high  school 
course  is  maintained,  although  the  State  does  not  encourage  this 
in  towns  of  the  size  of  those  in  our  county.  Cowanshannock  and 
Kiskiminetas  townships  have  each  adopted  courses  of  study,  and 
there  were  graduated  from  those  townships  fifteen  pupils  this  last 
spring.  Belknap  and  Elderton  have  also  adopted  the  same  course. 
It  is  possible  that  otlier  townships  and  some  of  the  smaller  boroughs 
will  adopt  the  course  before  their  schools  begin  for  the  succeeding 
term.  There  is  one  thing  sure,  that  planned  work  is  the  best  work, 
and  that  our  schools  are  not  so  successful  in  some  places  because 
they  lack  plan  and  purpose. 

Building  and  Refurnishing. 

Leechburg  has  added  four  rooms  to  their  building,  and  all  are 
furnished  with  the  latest  improved  seats  and  slate  black-boards. 
Rayburn,  Madison,  Kiskiminetas  have  each  built  new  houses,  well 
furnished;  and  Madison  Valley  and  Red  Bank  have  repaired,  im- 
proved and  refurnished  old  houses.  Nearly  all  of  the  districts  in 
the  county  have  improved  their  outhouses  in  accordance  with  the 
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requirements  of  the  law,  but  a  few  have  ignored  its  suggestions. 
It  is  hoped  that  before  the  schools  begin  again  in  the  fall,  there  will 
be  respectably  decent  outhouses  at  every  school  house  in  the 
county. 

Libraries. 

There  has  been  much  interest  taken  during  the  last  year  in  the  es- 
tablishing of  school  libraries.  Kittanning  and  Leechburg  have  very 
good  libraries,  and  all  of  the  boroughs  have  been  doing  their  utmost 
to  increase  the  number  of  reference  books  in  their  schools. 

Teachers. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  have  taken  up  a  course  of  reading  in 
methods  of  teaching  and  history  of  education.  They  have  also  taken 
up  the  study  of  civil  government,  and  are  preparing  to  take  the  ex- 
amination in  this  branch.  Many  boards  have  adopted  civil  govern- 
ment as  a  separate  branch  to  be  taught  in  their  schools.  While 
the  stars  and  stripes  are  waving  over  the  school  houses,  should  we 
not  teach  the  principles  it  represents  to  the  children  in  the  school 
house,  that  they  may  be  better  fitted  than  we  are  to  defend  and  re- 
spect  its   freedom. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  directors  who  were  present  at  the  last  county  institute  organ- 
ized what  is  called  the  "Armstrong  County  School  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation," for  the  purpose  of  holding  meetings  to  discuss  plans  and 
means  for  bettering  the  schools  of  the  county.  J.  H.  McKean,  Esq., 
of  Kittanning,  was  elected  president,  and  C.  S.  Bovard,  of  Manor- 
ville,  secretary.  The  executive  board  of  this  association  met  and 
decided  to  hold  the  next  meeting  of  the  association  in  the  court 
house,  in  Kittanning,  on  August  14,  1895.  A  programme  has  been 
made  out  and  published,  and  all  directors  and  friends  of  education 
will  be  invited  to  attend. 

Institute. 

The  last  county  institute  was  a  very  successful  meeting.  On  three 
days  the  house  was  crowded  to  over-flowing.  Never  before  have 
the  people  in  general  taken  such  an  interest  in  these  meetings.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  Schmucker.  Indiana.  Pa.;  Dr.  Sanford,  Penn 
Yan,  N.  Y. ;  Dr.  Xoss,  California,  Pa.;  Dr.  Maltby,  of  Slippery  Rock, 
Pa.;  Supt.  Hamilton,  of  Allegheny  county,  and  Supt.  Berkey,  of 
Somerset  county.  Deputy  State  Superintendent  Houck  and  Dr.  D. 
J.  Waller  made  very  pleasant  visits,  and  were  heartily  welcomed. 
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by  the  teachers.  We  know  that  some  of  the  work  of  the  last  insti- 
tute has  aroused  thought  and  in  many  ways  benefited  the  teachers 
of  the  county.  The  lecturers  were  Hon.  Henry  Watterson,  Frank 
R.  Hind  man,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  Henry  Hall. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  much  progress  and  improve- 
ment in  the  schools,  and  judging  from  this,  we  can  safely  predict 
that  the  schools  will  be  greatly  improved  during  the  coming  year. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— J.  G.  Hillman. 

In  presenting  a  report  for  the  school  year  just  closed,  there  is  little 
to  add  to  what  the  statistical  report  will  show. 

The  school  year  has  been  a  quiet  one,  and  apparently  uneventful, 
but  it  has  been  characterized  by  a  great  deal  of  honest,  hard  work  on 
the  part  of  most  of  our  teachers,  and  I  believe  their  work  was  appre- 
ciated by  many  of  their  patrons. 

We  are  not  retrograding,  but  there  is  much  room  for  improve- 
ment. 

We  need  a  higher  grade  of  scholarship.  We  should  teach  the 
common  branches  more  thoroughly.  We  should  improve  in  our 
methods  of  presenting  the  different  subjects  to  pupils.  We  should 
do  more  professional  reading. 

The  grade  for  provisional  certificates  was  raised  slightly  each 
year  for  several  years,  and  the  majority  of  our  teachers  are  im- 
proving in  scholarship. 

Pome  of  our  more  ambitious  teachers  are  trying  to  make  a  pro- 
fessional grade,  and  the  class  this  year  for  examination  for  perma- 
nent certificates  was  larger  than  ever  before  in  this  county. 

Fvee  text  books  have  increased  the  efficiency  of  our  schools,  and 
as  this  fact  becomes  more  apparent  opposition  to  the  law  decreases. 

Institutes. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  weather  and  the  hardest  snow  storm 
of  the  year,  our  county  institute  was  very  successful.  This  is  the 
first  year  an  enrolment  fee  was  charged,  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to 
know  that  the  arrangement  met  with  the  approval  of  our  teachers. 

Our   annual    local    institute,    at    Prof.    Peirsol's    academy,    WTest 
Bridgewater,  was  in  session  four  days  and  was  well  attended.     Many 
other  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county.     We  con- 
sider these  institutes  an  important  feature  of  our  school  work. 
2 
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HEDFOR1)   COUNTY— C.   J.   Potts. 

Another  school  year,  with  its  endeavors  to  advance  the  work, 
with  much  effective  work  done  and  much  yet  to  be  done,  has  passed, 
and  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  it  is  a  pleasure,  to  present  to  you  my 
fifth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Bedford  county. 

1  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  gradual  advance  along  almost  all 
lines  of  the  work.  The  enrolment,  the  average  attendance,  the  roll 
of  honor  (those  having  attended  every  day  of  the  term),  the  number 
attending  eighty  days  or  more,  the  number  sixteen  years  of  age 
or  over,  the  number  of  graduates,  as  well  as  the  number  of  schools, 
have  been  increased. 

1  believe  that  the  table  of  statistics,  accompanying  this  report, 
will,  as  far  as  figures  are  able  to  speak,  say  that  the  schools  of  the 
county  have  done  very  effective  work. 

Educational  meetings  and  local  institutes  are  bringing  the  schools 
and  the  teachers  into  closer  touch  with  the  people.  The  course  of 
study  has  made  graduation  from  the  schools  possible,  and  instead 
of  a  pupil  being  strong  in  one  branch  and  knowing  little  about  an- 
other, he  comes  up  comparatively  strong  in  all  the  branches  of  the 
course;  and  having  a  broader  foundation  laid,  the  tendency  will  be 
to  hold  him  longer  in  the  schools  and  send  him  out  better  prepared 
for  the  business  transactions  of  life.  In  other  words,  it  is  placing 
the  schools  upon  a  systematic  basis  of  work.  Examinations  for 
graduations  are  measuring,  or  comparing,  the  work  done  by  one 
teacher  with  that  done  by  another,  and  thus  do  they,  by  contrast, 
show  the  strong  or  weak  points  in  a  teacher's  work,  and  by  so  much 
aid  him. 

The  term  reports  are  bridging  the  chasm  made  by  frequent  change 
of  teachers.  Add  to  these  a  professional  course  of  reading,  selected 
by  a  committee  of  competent  teachers  of  the  county,  and  a  growing 
demand  for  better  teachers  on  the  part  of  the  patrons,  and  we  see  no 
reason  why  advance  should  not  be  made. 

The  advance,  however,  has  not  been  on  all  lines.  The  wages  of  the 
male  teachers  have  been  cut  f  1.77  per  month,  and  that  of  the  female 
teachers  $4.05.  Unless  there  can  be  something  done  to  check  this 
downward  tendency,  the  schools  will  eventually  be  crippled  by  it. 
The  tenure  of  office  does  not  seem  to  have  any  effect  so  far  as  the 
teacher  is  concerned.  Teachers  of  our  own  county,  if  they  do  not 
take  the  lower  pay,  but  ask  the  former,  are  set  nside  by  aspirants 
from  elsewhere,  who  are  willing  to  teach  for  less  money.  If  it  were 
possible  to  limit  the  supply  to  the  demand,  it  would  then  he  better 
not  only  for  the  teacher  but  for  the  schools.  Would  il  not  be  fonsi- 
ble  to  fix  a  minimum  salary  for  the  teacher? 
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My  gratitude  is  due  the  educational  department,  especially  to  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  for  his  valuable  aid  at  county  institute,  to  the 
directors,  teachers  and  patrons  of  the  county  for  their  support  and 
assistance,  and  trust  that  future  work  may  merit  a  continuation 
of  the  confidence  of  these. 


BERKS  COUNTY— W.  M.  Zechman. 

The  school  term  of  189-4  and  1895  was,  in  my  estimation,  the  most 
successful  one  in  the  the  school  history  of  Berks  county.  For  the 
first  time  have  the  schools  been  classified  systematically  and,  there- 
fore, better  and  more  thorough  instruction  has  been  given. 

A  course  of  study  for  ungraded  schools  was  adopted  at  the  last 
county  teachers'  institute,  and  followed  by  every  teacher  as  closely 
as  possible.  The  teachers  and  directors  are  beginning  to  see  the 
benefit  of  such  a  course.  It  has  come  to  stay.  The  following  is  an 
outline  of  the  course: 

1.  Beginners. 

a — Reading: 
Read  from  chart,  blackboard  or  book  four  times  a  day. 
Length  of  recitation  (five  to  eight  minutes.) 
Combine  word,  phonic  and  sentence  methods. 

b — Writing  and  Drawing: 
Slate  and  blackboard. 

c — Spelling: 
Have  pupils  spell  words  from  reading  lesson. 

d — Object  Lesson: 
Use  simple  objects. 

e — Numbers : 
Count  by  means  of  objects,  use  numeral  frame. 
Begin  to  read  numbers. 

f — Busy  Work: 
Beginners  should  be  kept  constantly  employed,  vary  the  exercises 
very  frequently. 

Every  school  room  should  have  a  busy  work  table,  etc. 

2.  First  Reader. 

a — Reading: 
Read  three  times  a  day. 
Insist  upon  correct  pronunciation. 
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Have  pupils  give  the  lesson  in  their  own  language. 

Choice  selections  should  be  committed  to  memory. 

Let  one  pupil  read  an  interesting  story  to  the  class,  let  the  others 
talk  it. 

Pupils  should  not  be  required  to  read  the  same  reader  more  than 
once. 

b — Writing  and  Drawing: 

Have  pupils  write  on  slate,  paper  or  blackboard  at  least  one  para- 
graph from  each  lesson.  Insist  on  correct  capitals,  punctuation 
marks  and  neatness. 

Draw  simple  objects  on  slate,  paper  or  blackboard,  including  the 
square,  triangle,  etc.,  etc. 

c — Object  Lessons  and  Langua^-: 

Get  pupils  to  write  and  talk  about  the  parts  and  qualities  of  ob- 
jects.    Have  conversational  exercises. 

Teach  singular  and  plural  forms  of  names,  correct  use  of  is  and 
are,  was  and  were,  has  and  have,  etc.,  etc.,  also  blue,  blew;  to,  too, 
two;  right,  write,  etc. 
d — Spelling: 

spell  words  from  reading  lesson. 

Occasionally  dictate  sentences  from  reading  lessons, 
e — Numbers: 

Develop  combinations  to  about  50. 

Read  and  write  numbers  to   100. 

Begin  multiplication  table. 

Rapid  combination. 

f — Physiology,  Oral  Work: 

Beginners.  First  and  Second  readers. 

Simple  taiks  on  "How  to  Eat,"  "Cleanliness,''  "Exercise,*'  etc.,  etc. 

Also  "Food,''  "Tobacco,"  "Care  of  Body,"  etc. 

3.  Second  Reader. 

a — Reading: 
Read  two  times  a  day. 
Continue  to  spell  words  by  sound. 
Reproduce  lesson  from  memory. 
Introduce  sight  reading. 

Give  attention  to  errors  of  pronunciation  and  to  good  expression. 
Aim  at  naturalness. 
Choice  selections  should  be  committed  to  memory. 

b — Writing  and  Drawing: 
Lead  pencil  or  pen,  ruled  paper  and  copy  books. 
Continue  to  write  part  of  reading  lesson. 
Drawing  to  be  directed  by  the  judgment  of  the  teacher. 
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c — Language: 
Object  lesson. 

Reproduction  stories,  local  geography  and  history. 
Continue  the  first  reader  exercises. 
Conversational  exercises. 

d — Spelling: 
Teach  from  reading  lesson,  spelling  book  and  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity affords  itself. 

Begin  abbreviations  and  dictation  exercises. 

e — Arithmetic : 
Numeration  and  notation. 
Multiplication  table. 

Four  fundamental   operations,   including  signs,   plus,  minus,   di- 
vision, multiplication. 

Drill  in  rapid  addition,  count  by  2's,  3's,  4's,  etc. 

Teach  the  inch,  foot,  yard,  pound,  etc. 

Give  easy  problems  to  be  solved  orally  and  written. 

f — Physiology,   Orally : 
This  class  combined  with  Beginners  and  Fhst  readers. 

4.  Third  Reader. 

a — Reading : 
Read  once  a  day. 

Continue  to  drill  on  pronunciation  and  correct  expression. 
Incorporate  new  words  into  sentences. 
Avoid  the  school  room  tone. 
Insist  upon  reading  understandingly. 

Question  carefully  on  the  lesson  to  draw  out  the  thought. 
Choice  selections  should  be  committed  to  memory. 

b — Writing  and  Drawing: 
To   be   continued. 

c — Spelling: 
From  reader. 

j  Oral  and  dictation. 
From  speller.  \-  Advanced  lesson  to  be  pronounced  by  the  class 
)       with  open  book. 

d — Arithmetic: 
Elementary  arithmetic. 
Teach  United  States  money. 
Common  and  decimal  fractions. 

e — Language: 
Begin  text  books. 
Take   short   lesson. 
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f — Geography : 
Begin  text  book. 
Take  short  lessons. 
Eead  descriptions. 
Teach  geography  of  county  and  Stale. 

g — History: 
Read  from  primary  history. 
Take  short  lessons. 
Review. 

h — Physiology: 
Text  book. 
To  be  read.     Review. 

5.  Fourth  Reader. 

a — Reading: 
Read  once  a  "day  from  book. 
Be  sure  that  they  understand  what  they  read. 
Supplement  as  much  as  possible. 
Teach  correct  use  of  synonyms. 
Choice  selections  should  be  committed  to  memory. 
Cultivate  a  taste  for  literature. 

b — Writing  and  Drawing: 
Continued  from  third  grade. 

c — Arithmetic: 
Use  text  book. 

Supplement  by  giving  original  problems. 
Give  oral  and  written  exercises. 

They  should  thoroughly  understand  common  and  decimal  frac- 
tions, interest,  percentage  and  all  problems  of  every  day  life  before 
they  leave  the  public  schools. 

d — Grammar: 
Text  book. 

e — Geography : 
Text  book. 
Teach  our  county.  State  and  country  first. 

f — History : 
Text  book. 

Constitution  of  United  States. 
Do  not  allow  committing  the  language  of  the  text  book. 

g — Physiology: 
Text  book. 

h — Spelling: 
To  be  continued. 
Oral   and   dictation. 


No.  5. J  Bekks  County.  15 

i — Book-keeping : 

Including  business  forms,  receipts,  bills,  telegrams,  letters,  etc. 

The  county  institute,  held  in  Reading,  September  24th  to  29th, 
was  well  attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  citizens.  Twelve  local 
institutes  were  held  during  the  term  at  the  following  places:  Rek- 
rersburg,  Benrville,  Womelsdorf,  Sinking  Springs,  Morgantown, 
Centreport,  Temple,  Birdsboro,  Topton,  Lenhartsville,  Bechtelsville 
and   Wernersville. 

The  directors'  convention,  held  on  the  25th  of  May,  was  well  at- 
tended. Every  district  but  three  was  represented.  The  following 
subjects  were  discussed:  "Township  Institutes,"  "Graduation  for 
Township  Pupils,"  "The  Proper  Use  and  Care  of  Books  and  Sup- 
plies," besides  two  addresses  by  Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

In  improvements  the  year  kept  apace  with  former  years.  A  num- 
ber of  good,  substantial  houses  were  built,  improved  furniture  sup- 
plied wherever  needed,  and  apparatus  bought  for  many  schools. 

The  Berks  County  Teachers'  Reading  Union,  organized  in  1891,  is 
doing  a  great  deal  of  good  amongst  our  teachers.  The  pedagogical 
reading  is  outlined  and  systematized  by  the  union.  The  progressive 
teachers  are  members.  The  following  constitution  and  by-laws 
govern  the  same; 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE   I. 
Name. 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Berks  County  Teachers' 
Reading  Union. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Object. 

The  object  of  this  union  shall  be  the  improvement  of  its  members 
in  literary,  scientific  and  professional  knowledge  and  the  promo- 
tion of  habits  of  self-culture. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Courses. 
There  shall  be  a  pedagogical,  a  literary  and  a  historical  course. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 
Membership. 

Any  person  holding  a  valid  teacher's  certificate  shall  be  eligible 
to  membership  and  may  become  a  member  by  paying  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  cents. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Officers. 

The  officers  of  this  Reading  Union  shall  consist  of  a  president, 
a  vice  president,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  an  executive  com- 
mittee of  eleven  members.  The  county  superintendent,  by  virtue  of 
his  office,  shall  be  a  member  and  shall  serve  as  president  of  the 
meetings. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
Duties  of  Officers. 

The  vice  president  shall  preside  in  the  absence  of  the  president, 
Or  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so  by  him.  The  secretary  shall  keep 
a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  union  and  a  list  of  the  names  of 
the  members.  The  treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  all  money  and 
property  of  the  union,  and  keep  a  written  account  of  all  money 
received  and  expended,  and  make  a  written  report  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  union  at  the  meeting  of  the  county  institute.  The 
executive  committee  shall  determine  what  books  shall  be  used  in  the 
courses  of  the  union:  Provided,  That  no  change  shall  take  place  in 
less  than  a  year,  and  arrange  a  programme  for  the  annual  meeting. 
They  shall  also  examine  applicants  who  may  desire  to  be  examined 
upon  subject  studied  as  adopted  by  the  union,  and  grant  certificates 
signed  by  the  president  and  the  secretary. 

ARTICLE  VLL 

Meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  executive  committee  shall  meet  the  last  Saturday  in  March, 
at  which  time  they  shall  conduct  the  examination  of  applicants  of 
the  union  whenever  such  present  themselves,  and  decide  any  legal 
change  in  the  courses  of  the  union.  The  place  of  the  meeting  shall 
be  in  the  superintendent's  office,  in  the  court  house,  Reading,  or  in 
any  other  room  in  said  building,  if  circumstances  render  it  expedient 
to  do  so,  which  shall  be  decided  by  the  president. 
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ARTICLE  VIII. 

Election  of  Officers. 

All  officers,  except  the  president,  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  during 
the  session  of  the  county  institute,  and  shall  serve  one  year,  unless 
relieved  by  their  successors. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Amendments. 

This  constitution  and  by-laws  and  rules  of  order  shall  not  be 
amended  without  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  members  favoring  the  amendment  constitute  a 
quorum  to  transact  business. 


BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  1. 

Quorum. 
A  majority  of  the  membership  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Points  of  Order. 

Points  of  order  not  provided  for  shall  be  determined  by  Oushing's 
Manual. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Subordinate  Unions. 

Subordinate  unions  may  be  organized  in  any  school  district  in 
which  three  or  more  teachers  are  willing  to  unite  to  discuss  educa- 
tional topics  and  1o  aid  each  other  in  carrying  out  the  provisions. 

Order  of  Business. 

1.  Calling  to  order. 

2.  Roll  call. 

3.  Reading  minutes. 

4.  Reports  of  committees. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 
..    2-5-95 
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6   New  business. 

7.  Exercises  of  programme. 

8.  Adjournment. 

In  conclusion,  I  return  my  thanks  to  the  State  department,  di- 
rectors, teachers  and  all  others  who  have  assisted  in  furthering  the 
cause  of  education  in  our  county. 


BLAIK  COUNTY— Henry  S.  Wertz. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that,  notwithstanding  the  retarding  effect 
of  the  general  business  depression,  our  schools  made  decided  pro- 
gress during  the  past  year. 

Teachers'  salaries  were  reduced  and  the  term  was  shortened  in 
a  few  districts.  This  retrogression  did  not  discourage  teachers, 
whose  work  proved  that  while  they  lost  financially,  they  showed  no 
lack  of  professional  zeal.  In  most  of  the  districts  the  salaries  and 
the  length  of  the  school  term  of  the  former  year  were  continued, 
thus  proving  their  determination  not  to  recede,  but  to  hold  every 
advance  made  during  former  years. 

Our  teachers  showed  a  disposition  to  better  qualify  themselves 
for  their  work  by  attending  normal  schools  and  personal  applica- 
tion. The  directors  were  active  and  careful  in  the  building  and 
renovating  of  houses  and  the  selection  of  teachers,  so  that  the  equip- 
ments and  the  teachers  wrere  better  and  more  efficient  than  ever 
before. 

Among  the  many  important  duties  directors  have  to  discharge, 
we  believe  the  most  responsible  duty  is  the  selection  of  teachers. 
Good  school  houses  and  ample  equipments  are  essential  factors  in 
school  work,  but  all  these  placed  in  charge  of  an  incompetent  and 
disinterested  teacher,  will  result  in  failure,  if  not  disaster  to  the 
school.  On  the  other  hand,  a  competent,  conscientious  and  pains- 
taking teacher  will  secure  success  to  her  schools  even  though  she 
suffer  the  disadvantages  of  a  poor  house  and  inadequate  appliances. 

The  most  important  consideration  educators  have  to  deal  with  is 
the  greatest  good  to  the  child  physically,  intellectually  and  morally. 

Hence,  houses,  appliances,  and  especially  teachers,  should  be  the 
best  that  the  judgment  and  financial  ability  of  school  officers  can 
afford.  New  houses  were  built  in  Antis,  Logan  and  Woodbury  town- 
ships. The  house  in  Antis  is  neatly  finished,  well  ventilated,  and 
supplied  with  slate  blackboard  and  patent  furniture.  The  Logan 
board  built  two  n<*w  houses.     The  Oollingsville  house  is  one  story, 
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with  two  rooms.  There  are  neat  approaches  to  each  room  and  the 
hallways  lead  back  to  annexed  water  closets,  which  are  not  only 
convenient  but  afford  privacy.  The  house  near  German's  is  modern 
in  design  and  well  furnished. 

The  Woodbury  board  built  a  new  house  near  Williamsburg.  It 
is  brick  cased  and  finished  with  hard  wood.  The  light  and  ventila- 
tion are  good  and  the  furniture  is  neat  and  substantial. 

Some  of  the  houses  in  Freedom  and  Logan  townships  were  re- 
painted and  papered,  giving  them  the  appearance  of  new  houses. 

The  Teachers'  and  Directors'  Union,  of  Altoona  and  Blair  county, 
held  its  annual  meeting  at  Lakemont  last  August.  Besides  the  dis- 
cussion of  live  educational  questions  by  A.  A.  Stevens,  Esq.,  B.  M. 
Bunker  and  others,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Deputy  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  delivered  an  able  address,  which  was  received 
with  close  attention.  This  association  has  become  a  permanent 
organization,  and  has  been  fruitful  of  much  good  to  our  schools. 

The  Teachers'  Association  of  Altoona  and  Blair  county  held  a 
number  of  meetings,  which  were  well  attended  and  a  source  of  ben- 
efit to  all  in  attendance. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  a  number  of  districts.  Logan  town- 
ship deserves  special  mention  for  these  meetings. 

The  board  annually  requires  the  teachers  to  enter  into  an  article 
of  agreement  to  attend  these  monthly  educational  meetings.  Each 
failure  to  comply  with  this  agreement  causes  the  absentee  to  forfeit 
one  day's  wages,  unless  a  reasonable  excuse  is  given  for  absence. 
This  results  in  good  attendance. and  profitable  meetings. 

We  believe  that  similar  action  by  all  school  boards  would  lead  to 
better  results  in  school  work. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  December  17th  to  21st.  The  in- 
structors were  Dr.  E.  Oram  Lyte,  Millersville,  Pa.;  Dr.  G.  M.  D. 
Eckels,  Shippensburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Lyman  B.  Sperry,  Bellvue,  Ohio; 
Prof.  J.  A.  Stewart,  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  and  Miss  Dela  P.  Mussey, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  instruction  was  practical  and  the  interest  and  attention  of  the 
teachers  were  marked.  The  attendance  and  spirited  discussions  of 
directors'  day  indicated  a  growing  interest  in  school  work  among 
the  school  boards  of  the  county.  The  last  institute  was  pronounced 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  beneficial  held  in  the  county. 

We  made  440  school  visits  during  the  term,  and  were  usually  ac- 
companied by  directors.  We  met  with  evidence  of  healthy  advance- 
ment almost  everywhere  in  the  schools. 

The  teachers  were  energetic  and  displayed  ability  in  management 
and  imparting  instruction.  Tho  pupils  pvinoed  good  habits  of  study 
and  satisfactory  progress. 
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Patrons  generally  expressed  hearty  approval  of  the  work  done 
in  their  districts. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  to  all  who  lent 
us  assistance  and  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— G.  W.  Ryan. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Towanda,  December  17th  to  23st. 
The  instructors  were  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart,  Drs.  J.  B.  De  Motte,  W.  J. 
Milne,  Professors  E.  B.  McKee,  George  I.  Aldrich,  H.  E.  Cogswell, 
A.  P.  Chapin,  W.  O.  Robinson,  H.  S.  Putnam,  E.  E.  Quinlan,  I.  F. 
Stetler,  C.  M.  Harding,  J.  V.  Keeler  and  Daniel  Fleisher. 

The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr.  J.  B.  De  Motte,  Roberts  Harper, 
John  Temple  Graves,  Hon.  John  J.  Ingalls  and  Gen.  J.  B.  Gordon. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  a  profitable  session  at  the  insti- 
tute Monday,  December  17th.  Hon.  J.  Q.  Stewart's  address  to  di- 
rectors and  teachers  was  excellent. 

The  section  work  at  the  county  institute,  inaugurated  in  this 
county  seventeen  years  ago,  is  still  continued  and  regarded  as  a 
valuable  feature. 

Would  it  not  aid  superintendents  in  the  selection  of  talent  if  the 
annual  report  from  each  county  contained  the  names  of  instructors 
and  lecturers  at  the  county  institute? 

A  verbatim  report  of  the  instruction  at  the  institute  is  published 
each  year,  thus  giving  teachers  a  chance  to  select,  test  and  utilize  the 
most  valuable  portions. 

A  number  of  good  school  houses  have  been  erected  and  supplied 
with  fine  furniture. 

The  school  law  should  require  outbuildings  for  the  different  sexes 
on  separate  portions  of  the  school  grounds  under  penalty  of  loss 
of  State  appropriation  instead  of  removal  of  school  board  from  office. 

The  continuous  term  is  now  in  operation  in  all  schools  of  the 
county. 

The  compulsory  school  law  is  a  very  mild  and  reasonable  one,  and 
will,  without  doubt,  be  found  operative.  In  states  where  not  en- 
forced the  law  was  too  stringent  and  unreasonable. 

Enough  school  laws  should  be  published  that  each  teacher  when 
first  licensed  be  given  a  copy. 

Directors  ought  to  be  paid  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
services,  and  yet  they  fail  to  subscribe  for  the  School  Journal  at 
the  expense  of  the  district,  as  the  law  authorizes,  thus  depriving 
themselves  and  families  of  much  interest  and  profit. 
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If  the  blank  report  and  affidavit  were  sent  to  the  secretaries  of 
school  boards  at  the  opening  of  the  school  year  instead  of  the  close, 
so  that  these  officials  could  be  gradually  preparing  to  properly  and 
promptly  execute  these  forms,  it  would  be  a  decided  improvement. 

Most  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  receive  their  preparation  for 
teaching  in  our  graded  and  high  schools,  and  such  schools  ought  to 
receive  State  aid  for  such  work,  as  our  normal  schools  do,  on  condi- 
tion that  standard  works  on  teaching  be  studied  as  a  regular  branch, 
and  that  the  teachers'  class  at  reasonable  intervals  visit  and  observe 
the  work  in  the  various  grades  of  the  school,  and  also  teach  the 
grade  subject  to  the  instruction  of  its  regular  teacher,  and  criticism 
of  the  principal. 

Spelling,  writing,  practical  arithmetic,  grammar  and  geography 
are  not  as  well  taught  as  before  the  addition  to  school  studies  of 
history,  drawing  and  physiology,  on  account  of  want  of  time. 

An  oral  class  in  each  of  the  latter  would,  in  most  cases,  give  a  fair 
knowledge  of  those  branches,  and  the  time  saved  could  be  devoted 
to  securing  greater  thoroughness  in  the  former. 

We  have  endeavored,  in  this  written  report,  not  to  include  matter 
found  in  the  statistical  report,  and  to  keep  within  the  limit  as  to 
length  (GOO  words)  prescribed  by  the  School  Department. 

We  have  made  no  effort  to  conceal  defects  that  may  exist,  and  that 
are  to  be  regretted  and  to  be  remedied. 

We  believe  there  has  been,  on  the  whole,  general  advancement  in 
the  educational  affairs  of  the  county  during  the  past  year,  and  to  all 
who  have  contributed  to  this  our  sincere  thanks  are  hereby  ten- 
dered. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— William  H.  Slotter. 

The  work  in  the  schools,  in  the  past  year,  gave  more  general  sat- 
isfaction than  usual.  In  so  far  as  it  was  better  done,  the  more  far 
reaching  and  the  more  effective  in  its  results,  it  reflects  the  greater 
credit  upon  the  teachers  whose  influence  in  awakening  and  directing 
the  activities  of  the  children  in  developing  talent  for  special  work,  in 
inciting  them  to  form  fixed  resolves  to  be  prepared  for  life's  duties, 
and  in  building  character,  cannot  be  measured.  "As  the  teacher  so 
is  the  school,"  and  school  officers  cannot  be  too  careful  in  their 
selections. 

The  salaries  were  more  generally  graded  and  in  a  few  districts 
slightly   increased.     The   number   of   teachers   holding   the  higher 
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grades  of  certificates  was  largely  increased,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  having  normal  school  diplomas  and  certificates,  fifteen  perma- 
nent, seventy-two  professional,  and  four  college  degrees. 

We  had  nine  more  schools  than  in  the  preceding  year,  making  the 
whole  number  three  hundred  and  twelve,  ninety-seven  of  which  were 
graded.  Two  grades  were  added  in  Doylestown  borough,  one  in 
Langhorne,  one  in  Falls,  one  in  Buckingham,  and  one  in  Lower 
Makefield.  Doylestown  township  graded  one  of  her  schools,  Bensa- 
lem  one,  Nockainixon  one,  and  Tinicum  one. 

Durham  badly  needs  an  additional  grade  in  one  of  her  schools. 
A  graded  school  is  also  needed  in  each  of  the  following  districts: 
Bedininster,  Dublin,  Northampton,  Hilltown  and  Springfield.  All 
the  schools  were  supplied  with  free  text  books.  Most  of  them  were 
liberally  furnished  with  the  necessary  supplies.  Three  more  dis- 
tricts adopted  the  graded  course  of  study. 

More  time  was  spent  in  examining  pupils  of  the  graded  course 
of  study  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  examinations  encourage 
the  worthy  teachers,  deepen  the  directors'  interest  in  the  schools 
and  incite  pupils  to  further  study.  The  buildings  erected  during  the 
year  are  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  progress  in  improved  school 
architecture,  method  of  heating  and  ventilation.  Two  of  them  were 
furnished  with  single  desks. 

Warminster  enlarged  all  her  school  grounds,  Warrington  one, 
Northampton  one,  and  Falls  one.  In  the  latter  all  the  grounds  are 
now  of  fair  size.  A  few  grounds  were  inclosed,  graded  and  im- 
proved, greatly  increasing  the  beauty  and  attractiveness  of  the  prop- 
erties, and  adding  to  the  convenience  and  the  comfort  of  the  pupils 
and  the  teachers. 

The  teachers  of  Northampton  again  conducted  a  successful  lecture 
course  at  Richboro',  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  libraries  in  that 
township.  At  Sellersville  a  course  was  given  under  the  auspices 
of  the  high  school,  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  with  no  less  success. 
In  other  districts  the  schools  gave  entertainments,  thus  increasing 
the  number  of  volumes  and  the  the  number  of  libraries.  Many  more 
are  still  needed. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Richboro',  Fallsington,  Newtown 
and  Bridgeton,  all  of  which  were  exceptionally  successful.  In 
Hilltown  a  series  of  "spelling  bees"  were  held,  which  awakened  much 
interest  and  enthusiasm  among  the  teachers,  directors,  pupils  and 
the  parents,  not  only  in  spelling,  but  in  the  work  of  the  schools.  The 
commencements  increased  in  number  and  interest.  They  are  effect- 
ive agencies  in  educating  public  sentiment. 

The  annual  school  picnics,  at  which  various  educational  subjects 
are  discussed  by  prominent  educators  and  leading  citizens,  are  pro- 
ductive of  good. 
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The  Directors'  Association  held  two  successful  meeting-*.  The 
county  institute  convened  Monday,  October  15th.  Large,  attentive 
audiences  were  present  at  every  session. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— N.  C.  McCollough. 

During  the  school  year  one  new  building  was  erected  in  Worth 
township,  one  in  Muddy  Creek,  one  in  Petersville,  one  in  Clinton  and 
a  two  story  building  in  Winfield. 

These  buildings  are  all  neat  and  commodious  and  deserve  special 
mention  would  space  permit.  The  Petersville  independent  district, 
lately  organized,  has  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in  the  county, 
with  patent  furniture  and  slate  blackboard,  and  beautiful  school 
grounds,  in  which  trees  were  planted  on  arbor  day.  Clinton  has  also 
a  fine  brick  building,  of  which  its  patrons  are  justly  proud.  Evans 
City  is  erecting  a  splendid  building  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  It  contains 
six  rooms  and  will  contain  the  latest  improved  system  of  heating, 
ventilation,  etc. 

Graded  schools  were  established  in  Winfield  and  Jefferson  town- 
ships. One  room  was  added  to  each  of  the  following  schools:  Har- 
mony, Evans  City,  Zelienople  and  Centreville. 

Mars  was  incorporated  into  a  borough,  thereby  increasing  the 
number  of  school  districts  in  this  county  to  fifty  and  the  number 
of  directors  to  three  hundred. 

All  but  eighteen  schools  were  visited.  Eight  of  these  were 
closed  during  the  time  I  was  in  that  vicinity.  The  majority  of  the 
schools  were  found  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  the  school  books 
well  taken  care  of  and  book  cases  furnished,  in  which  the  books  were 
placed  during  vacation.  All  the  districts  have  the  continuous  school 
term,  and  I  think  we  all  now  realize  the  benefit  of  the  State  super- 
intendent's decision  on  that  question.  The  county  institute,  as 
usual,  was  a  success.  More  teachers  were  in  session. than  ever  be- 
fore, and  we  had  better  attendance  and  better  attention.  The  county 
was  divided  into  districts.  Each  district  held  one  or  more  local  insti- 
tutes during  the  school  year.  Thirteen  examinations  were  held. 
Five  hundred  and  seventy  applicants  were  examined  and  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  were  rejected.  All  our  schools  were  visited  by  the 
directors  of  their  several  districts  and  many  were  visited  by  patrons 
of  the  schools.  Improvement  is  still  being  made  in  our  classifica- 
tion and  graduation.  We  were  much  aided  in  this  work  by  free  text 
books,  by  which  means  the  teacher  has  the  advantage  of  deciding 
what  branches  a  pupil  should  pursue. 
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The  term  of  school  is  still  too  short  in  this  county.  It  should  at 
least  average  eight  months,  while  it  now  averages  very  little  over 
seven  months.  Mental  arithmetic,  a  study  which  has  been  much 
neglected  in  the  past,  is  universally  taught  in  the  county. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— J.  W.  Leech. 

Our  schools  made  marked  improvement  in  many  directions  during 
the  year  ending  June,  1895. 

Tbe  development  of  the  great  coal  fields  of  our  county,  which  has 
but  commenced,  has  added  several  new  districts  to  our  number. 
Patton,  Spangler,  Barnesboro,  Roxbury,  Daisy  town,  Rosedale  and 
Cresson  township  are  now  entitled  to  membership  among  the  school 
districts  of  Cambria. 

No  county  in  the  State  has  had  so  large  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  new  districts.  These  all  have  entered  into  the  work  of  education 
with  a  spirit  that  is  remarkable  and  furnishes  another  evidence  that 
whilst  Cambria  is  rapidly  taking  rank  among  the  rich  and  important 
counties  of  the  State,  her  educational  needs  are  keeping  pace  with 
her  business  and  commercial  interests. 

Our  enrolment  is  now  13,531,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
8,931,  of  whom  967  were  perfect  in  attendance,  91  pupils  passed  the 
required  examination  before  a  committee  and  wrere  awarded  diplo- 
mas. There  were  1,249  visits  by  directors,  and  9,444  visits  by 
patrons.  The  Bible  was  read  in  120  schools.  From  a  careful  esti- 
mate made  by  our  teachers,  there  were  1,055  boys  and  girls  between 
the  ages  of  6  and  16  years  who  were  not  enrolled  at  all.  There  has 
been  much  improvement  in  school  buildings  and  surroundings.  Mod- 
ern furniture  is  fast  displacing  the  old. 

Many  districts  supplied  charts,  maps  and  dictionaries  for  their 
schools,  and  a  number  of  volumes  were  added  to  their  libraries. 

Many  successful  local  institutes  were  held.  Our  county  insti- 
tute was  equal  to  any  wre  have  ever  held.  Our  instructors  were  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  T.  B. 
Xoss,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Superintendent  J.  M. 
Berkey,  Professors  Little,  Gibson  and  Apple.  Our  entertainments 
were  given  by  John  R.  Clark,  Will  Carleton,  Ovide  Musin  and  Major 
Dane. 

Our  directors'  association  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  will, 
if  it  continues  to  live  and  grow  in  the  same  spirt,  exert  a  great  in- 
fluence for  good  upon  our  schools. 
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They  hold  two  meetings  a  year;  a  summer  session,  which  meets  on 
the  third  Monday  of  June,  and  a  fall  session,  during  the  county 
institute. 

The  officers  of  the  organization  are  as  follows:  President,  T.  W. 
Dick,  Esq.,  Ebensburg;  vice  president  John  Itel,  Portage  township; 
secretary,  G.  J.  Jones,  Cambria  township;  treasurer,  K.  R.  Davis, 
Ebensburg. 

We  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  many  friends  of  education 
in  the  county  and  elsewhere  who  have  always  extended  us  a  helping 
hand. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Ella  Herrick. 

The  plan  of  work  has  not  differed  materially  from  that  of  last 
year.  I  could  not  make  so  many  visits  as  heretofore  on  account 
of  the  unusually  bad  roads  last  winter.  However,  there  were  no 
schools  that  were  not  visited  twice,  and  most  of  them  five  times. 

During  the  year  many  of  the  houses  were  repaired  and  repainted. 
Too  little  attention  is  given  to  the  grounds,  to  outhouses  and  to 
beautifying  the  school  rooms.  Children  spend  a  great  part  of  their 
time  in  the  school  room.  How  necessary  that  their  surroundings 
be  such  that  lessons  of  neatness  and  beauty  be  constantly  taught. 

Primary  language  charts  were  placed  in  nearly  all  the  schools  in 
the  county  this  year.  Our  schools  are  provided  with  dictionaries, 
with  anatomical,  geographical,  language  and  number  charts.  Now, 
if  they  could  have  libraries  they  would  be  well  equipped.  Nothing 
is  of  more  benefit  to  a  school  than  a  judiciously  selected  library. 
Other  sources  of  information  than  text  books  are  needed  to  keep 
pupils  interested  in  their  studies  and  give  them  a  love  for  learning. 
Teachers,  as  well  as  pupils,  need  a  broader  knowledge  of  good  litera- 
ture. The  teachers  of  broad  and  liberal  culture  will  exert  a  great 
influence  on  those  with  whom  he  associates.  One  of  our  leading 
citizens,  William  H.  Howard,  of  Emporium,  has  presented  the  high 
school  with  an  excellent  library,  of  about  three  hundred  volumes. 
The  teachers  of  Emporium  contributed  three  per  cent,  of  their  first 
month's  salary  towards  a  professional  library,  known  as  "The  Teach- 
ers' Library." 

Three  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county  and  were  well 
attended.  There  were  a  few  teachers,  however,  who  were  not  inter- 
ested enough  to  attend  the  meetings  in  their  own  districts.  The 
annual   teachers'   institute   was  held   in   Driftwood,   and   was   pro- 
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nounced  very  satisfactory.  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction;  Dr.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg;  Prof.  De  Kelle- 
Stamey,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Miss  McCloskey,  of  Lock  Haven,  were 
the  instructors.  The  evening  lectures  were  attended  by  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  county. 


CARBON  COUNTY— A.  S.  Beisel. 

The  year  just  closed  takes  a  prominent  position  in  the  educational 
history  of  our  county.  In  no  preceding  year  were  the  teachers  more 
enthusiastic  to  excel  in  good  work,  and  to  qualify  themselves  more 
fully  to  honorably  fill  their  stations  in  the  profession.  This  earnest- 
ness was  especially  noticeable  in  the  outside  and  inside  care  of  school 
houses,  and  in  the  healthful,  educational  sentiment  in  the  various 
school  districts.  One  of  the  conditions  which  helped  to  bring  success 
was  the  re-employment  of  the  old  and  tried  teachers.  If  a  teacher 
was  fairly  successful  the  first  year,  and  succeeded  in  acquainting 
himself  with  the  pupils,  he  always  should  be  reappointed  to  the 
same  school,  for  he  has  experiences  which  are  indispensable  to  suc- 
cessful teaching.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  our  directors  do  not 
believe  in  frequent  changes  of  teachers.  With  one  exception,  all 
the  old  principals  were  re-elected  last  year. 

In  a  few  of  our  rural  districts  the  directors  advanced  the  salary 
of  the  teachers,  and  in  one  district  they  increased  the  term.  Some  of 
the  borough  directors  would  like  to  increase  the  salary  and  the 
school  term,  but  on  account  of  the  low  valuation  of  the  property 
they  cannot  raise  the  money,  though  their  rate  of  taxation  is  the 
full  thirteen  mills.  The  hard  times  are  the  cause  that  the  much 
needed  new  school  houses  were  not  built;  but  I  am  glad  that  ar- 
rangements are  being  made  to  do  better  the  coming  year.  The 
Banks  township  directors  are  about  ready  to  give  out  the  contract 
for  a  six  roomed  building  at  Beaver  Meadow,  which  takes  the  place 
of  two  overcrowded  buildings;  this  deserves  commendation.  Mauch 
Chunk  township  has  given  out  the  contract  for  an  addition  to  the 
Hauto  building.  In  the  future  that  little  town  will  have  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  graded  school.  Franklin  township  will  give  out  the 
contract  for  a  single  roomed  building  to  relieve  the  present 
crowded  condition.  Lehighton  directors  put  up  a  two  roomed 
building,  and,  though  they  added  two  schools  last  year,  indica- 
tions are  that  more  room  is  needed  for  the  coming  year.  The 
compulsory   school   law  makes  it  necessary  to  provide  additional 
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school  accommodations.  In  one  of  our  rural  districts  forty  per  cent, 
of  the  children  of  school  age  were  not  on  the  roll  last  year.  A  great 
many  of  the  children  of  foreigners  were  not  attending  school  up  to 
this  time,  but  now  the  enrolment  will  take  a  bound  upward;  this 
will  be  the  case  especially  in  Banks,  Lansford  and  Summit  Hill. 

In  Mauch  Chunk  township,  Weissport  borough  and  Lansford  bor- 
ough, extensive  improvements  were  made  to  school  properties. 

Our  school  boards  are  a  little  slow  in  providing  the  schools  with 
necessary  apparatus.  All  but  one  of  our  high  schools  have  no  ap- 
paratus except  books,  charts  and  maps.  Some  of  the  districts  do 
not  have  even  maps  and  dictionaries.  Weatherly,  Lansford,  Summit 
Hill,  East  Mauch  Chunk  and  Lehighton  graduated  classes  in  the 
high  school  course.  Some  of  these  graduates  passed  the  teachers' 
examination  and  others  passed  the  junior  examination  at  the  normal 
schools. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Mauch  Chunk  opera  house,  De- 
cember 3d  to  7th  inclusive.  One  teacher  was  absent  and  his  absence 
was  unavoidable.  The  good  work  done  by  the  instructors,  the  at- 
tentive and  appreciative  audiences,  and  the  liberality  of  the  people 
made  the  institute  a  success  in  every  respect.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Miss  Lelia  Patridge,  Prof. 
E.  L.  Kemp,  Prof.  J.  B.  De  Motte,  Prof.  Rothermel,  Miss  Gertrude 
Edmunds  and  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert.  In  the  evening  we  had  three  lec- 
tures, two  by  Prof.  De  Motte  and  one  by  Col.  George  W.  Bain,  and 
one  entertainment  by  the  Mauch  Chunk  male  quartette.  The  largest 
house  of  the  week  greeted  the  quartette. 

Two  local  institutes  were  held,  one  in  the  Fifth  district,  at  Weiss- 
port,  and  one  in  the  First  district,  at  Summit  Hill.  At  the  Weiss- 
port  institute  twenty  of  the  thirty-eight  teachers  were  absent  and 
all  the  absentees  were  from  the  rural  districts.  At  the  Summit  Hill 
institute  all  of  the  thirty-seven  teachers  were  present.  From  the 
above  facts  we  infer  that  the  teachers  in  the  rural  districts  need  a 
stimulant  to  drive  them  into  their  professional  duty.  Prof.  Kemp 
lectured  at  the  second  institute  and  Prof.  Hancher  lectured  at  the 
first. 

With  thanks  to  the  directors,  to  the  teachers,  to  the  press  and  to 
the  Department  for  co-operation  in  the  successful  management  of 
our  schools,  I  submit  this  report. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— C.  L.  Gramley. 

The  school  record  for  another  year  is  made,  and  as  the  work  of 
one  year  is  so  nearly  similar  to  that  of  a  preceding  one,  the  annual 
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report  can  show  but  little  variety.  The  prevalence  of  several  epidem- 
ics in  different  localities,  and  the  almost  impassable  condition  of  the 
roads  during  the  latter  half  of  the  school  term,  caused  the  per  cen- 
tum of  attendance  of  pupils  to  be  little  less  than  that  of  the  year 
before. 

A  few  directors,  assuming  the  hypothesis  that  all  who  hold  certifi- 
cates are  equally  desirable,  are  quite  indifferent  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  regarding  the  novice  on  an  equality  with  the  experienced. 
Let  me  urge  that  more  care  be  exercised  by  officers  in  this  respect. 
Make  your  teachers  realize  more  than  ever,  that  professional  prep- 
aration and  growth  are  needed  in  the  work  of  teaching.  The  well- 
prepared  teacher  must  take  precedence,  and  the  one  that  himself 
ceases  to  be  a  student,  must  be  dropped.  Indifference  to  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher  brings  stagnation  in  pupils.  To  ask 
parents  to  place  their  God-given  treasures  under  the  guidance  of 
an  individual  who  does  not  understand  the  science  of  teaching,  who 
has  but  a  slight  conception  of  the  powers  of  the  mind,  means  an 
incalculable  loss  to  the  children.  As  nearly  all  our  schools  are 
rural,  and  consequently  ungraded,  we  cannot  do  the  work  as  well 
as  it  should  be  done  on  account  of  the  number  of  schools  and  the 
size  of  the  county,  the  largest  in  the  State.  If  our  large  boroughs, 
where  gradation  is  obtained,  and  where  the  interests  of  education 
are  well  cared  for,  need  the  close  inspection  they  invariably  have, 
with  perhaps  less  than  a  score  of  schools,  how  much  more  necessary 
is  it  to  have  similar  supervision  in  the  many  rural  schools  where 
gradation  is  not  feasible.  It  will  not  do  for  a  business  man  to  simply 
set  men  at  work,  some  competent  person  must  oversee  the  work 
if  much  is  to  be  accomplished. 

In  a  number  of  districts  the  books  and  supplies  heretofore  were 
purchased  in  too  small  quantities,  and  consequently  a  large  number  of 
children  were  without  these  equipments  for  a  large  part  of  the  term. 
A  repetition  of  this  neglect,  I  hope,  will  not  be  necessary. 

Let  a  sufficient  number  of  books  and  supplies  for  the  whole  term 
be  on  hand  at  the  time  of  opening  school. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Bellefonte,  December 
17  to  21,  1894.  It  was  generally  conceded  to  have  been  the  best  and 
most  interesting  institute  ever  held  in  our  county.  The  teachers 
attended  well,  the  audiences  were  large  and  intelligent,  and  conse- 
quently attentive  listeners.  The  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  of  the  Department;  Dr.  A.  S.  Draper,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Pro- 
fessors Albert,  Handy.  Swift  and  Lose.  The  jaunt  to  Pennsylvania 
State  College  was  a  digression  from  the  usual  routine  of  institute 
work,  but  it  was  "the  most  popular  event  of  institute  week."     The 
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educational  interests  of  the  county  will  not  suffer  on  account  of  this 
digression.     The  excursion  was  free  to  teachers. 

The  directors'  association,  which  convened  on  Wednesday  of  in- 
stitute week,  was  quite  well  attended,  but  those  directors  who  most 
need  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  annual  gatherings  seldom 
or  never  attend,  and  will  not  until  some  legal  provision  is  made  for 
such  a  convention.  I  hope  these  meetings  will  soon  be  legally  sus- 
tained, as  are  the  teachers'  county  institutes,  and  much  good  will  be 
the  result,  a  desire  for  better  schools  will  be  awakened,  the  necessity 
of  more  discernment  in  selecting  teachers  will  be  manifested. 

Dividing  the  county  into  six  local  institute  districts,  and  appoint- 
ing committees  to  formulate  programmes  for  institute  work,  was  a 
novel  feature  of  the  year.  Meetings  were  held  in  nearly  all  the  dis- 
tricts, although  some  were  not  well  attended  on  account  of  the  severe 
winter,  the  roads  in  many  districts  being  blocked  by  snow  drifts  for 
weeks  at  a  time.  The  institute  held  at  Philipsburg  was  quite  a  suc- 
cess, not  only  in  the  number  of  teachers  present,  but  also  in  the  inter- 
est shown  by  friends  of  education. 

As  heretofore,  some  of  our  districts  take  advantage  of  the  lib- 
erality of  the  State,  by  misapplying  the  appropriation;  by  so  doing 
the  rate  of  local  taxation  is  practically  nothing,  as  the  schools  are 
almost  sustained  by  what  is  given  by  the  State.  I  would  suggest 
that  some  ratio  be  established  between  the  rate  of  tax  levy  and  the 
rate  of  appropriation. 

A  committee  appointed  to  recommend  a  course  of  reading  for  the 
teachers,  performed  its  work  well,  and  many  teachers  faithfully  read 
the  books  constituting  the  course.  In  the  recent  examinations,  a 
marked  advance  in  the  theory  of  teaching  was  noticeable,  as  a  result 
of  this  suggestion. 

We  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  schools  of  our  county,  as  a 
whole,  are  gradually  improving,  and  labor  and  patience  will  finally 
accomplish  the  noble  object  intended  by  our  system  of  popular  edu- 
cation, "the  development  of  our  boys  and  girls  into  true  and  noble 
men  and  women." 

To  directors,  teachers  and  others  who  gave  us  valuable  aid  and 
comfort  in  our  work,  we  extend  our  sincere  thanks. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Jos.  S.  Walton. 

The  most  promising  feature  of  public  school  work  in  Chester 
county  is  the  growth  of  township  high  schools  and  the  increasing 
interest  in  methods  of  consolidating  districts  and  improving  school 
facilities. 
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If  it  were  legal  for  directors  to  be  paid  their  expenses  while  at- 
tending the  semi-annual  sessions  of  our  county  directors'  associa- 
tion, many  desirable  features  of  school  work  which  are  now  lagging 
behind,  would  no  doubt  be  improved. 

While  we  have,  it  is  true,  a  large  number  of  directors  who  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  time  and  money  to  attend  these  meetings,  the 
majority  continue  to  remain  at  home.  And  until  more  directors 
see  the  school  problem  as  most  of  those  who  attend  the  association 
see  it,  poor  schools,  poor  pupils,  poor  citizens  and  disappointment 
will  be  the  harvest. 

We  are  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the  meagre  list  of  common 
school  branches,  which  the  law  places  in  the  hands  of  county  super- 
intendents with  which  to  raise  the  standard  and  improve  the  pro- 
fession, needs  some  additions.  Where  salaries  range  from  thirty- 
five  to  forty-five  dollars  per  month,  the  teacher  should  have  knowl- 
edge of  more  branches  than  those  printed  on  the  face  of  a  Penn- 
sylvania provisional  certificate. 

The  efforts  made  by  superintendents  to  comply  with  the  public 
demand  and  raise  the  standard,  has  produced  results  which  are  mor- 
bid and  unhealthy.  Arithmetic,  grammar  and  the  other  so-called 
common  branches  have  assumed  dimensions  out  of  all  proportion 
to  their  intrinsic  value. 

Unconsciously  the  superintendency,  in  its  sworn  obedience  to  an 
enactment  made  when  salaries  were  scarcely  twenty  dollars  a  month, 
has  developed  a  standard  of  value  upon  these  branches  which  is 
inflated  and  injurious. 

Too  many  high  schools,  academies,  seminaries  and  other  institu- 
tions where  candidates  for  provisional  certificates  are  prepared, 
grind  over  and  over  this  handful  of  common  branches.  That  school 
is  popular  whose  pupils  readily  pass  a  superintendent's  examina- 
tion. Those  subjects  which  would  give  self-reliance,  vigor  and  cul- 
ture are  set  aside  and  the  perpetual  drill  goes  on.  Arithmetic  is 
studied  from  the  time  a  child  enters  school  until  he  can  make  a 
certificate  at  seventeen  or  eighteen. 

There  is  no  time  for  algebra  and  geometry  until  arithmetic  is 
finished,  and  some  people  think  arithmetic  can  be  comprehended 
without  either  geometry  or  algebra. 

The  mind  of  the  pupil  is  sterilized  and  the  very  mental  quality 
which  a  superintendent  ought  to  value  is  smothered  out.  Pupils 
analyze  and  diagram,  and  study  the  uses  of  the  infinitives  and 
participles  until  their  power  to  express  themselves  in  English  is  de- 
bilitated. 

There  has  been  no  time  to  open  the  door  of  science  and  reach  con 
rlusions  from   things,  there  has  been   no  time  for  general   reading 
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and  culture,  there  has  been  no  time  to  study  mathematics  and  learn 
to  think,  there  has  been  no  time  in  the  effort  to  swallow  a  history 
book  whole,  to  pause  and  think  over  that  chain  of  casual  relations 
leading  into  the  greatest  economic  and  political  problems  the  world 
has  ever  known. 

The  superintendent,  to  avoid  licensing  armies  of  children,  bores 
deeper  into  a  barren  sub-soil.  The  certificated  teacher  is  a  walking 
advertisement  of  a  paper  and  pencil  memory,  blindly  ignorant  of  those 
things  which  go  to  make  a  teacher,  while  thousands  of  innocent  chil- 
dren who  never  expect  to  teach  are  ruthlessly  robbed  of  that  heri- 
tage which  makes  life  a  victory,  minds  are  sterilized  and  dwarfed 
in  a  desperate  endeavor  to  teach  the  common  branches,  until  chil- 
dren are  eighteen  years  old. 

It  is  time  somebody  called  a  halt.  Have  we  no  men  in  Pennsyl- 
vania who  will  rally  to  stop  this  gross  waste  of  public  money  and 
youthful  possibilities? 

How  long  will  superintendents  have  to  wait  before  the  elements  of 
algebra  and  geometry,  before  drawing  and  some  knowledge  of  the 
elements  of  the  sciences  shall  be  as  necessary  to  secure  a  provisional 
certificate  as  arithmetic,  grammar,  etc.,  now  are? 


CLARION  COUNTY— W.   A.   Beer. 

At  the  close  of  the  second  year  of  my  superintendency  I  am  able 
to  say  that  the  past  year  has  been  marked  by  an  educational  revival 
in  this  county.  During  the  year  I  have  had  evidence  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  teachers  have  realized  that  the  teaching  process  is  one 
in  which  the  mind  of  the  teacher  comes  in  vital  touch  with  the 
mind  of  the  learner.  And  in  this  time  many  of  them  have  learned 
to  set  a  higher  value  on  their  work  because  they  feel  that  they  are 
building  their  life  into  the  lives  of  their  pupils.  The  work  of  the 
new  course  of  study  was  carried  on  successfully  by  most  of  the 
teachers.  Some  of  them  reported  surprising  results  as  the  outcome 
of  correlating  the  different  branches,  using  geography  as  the  central 
subject,  around  which  the  work  of  instruction  in  the  various 
branches  was  co-ordinated.  Many  of  the  teachers  builded  their 
work  on  this  foundation.  "Geography,  the  science  which  includes 
all  the  objective  phases  of  human  education;  History,  the  subject 
which  includes  all  the  subjective  phases  of  human  learning;  and 
Phvsiology,  the  study  of  the  organism  through  which  geography 
and  historv  reveal  themselves  to  other  minds."     These  were  taken 
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as  the  three  great  thought  subjects.  The  teachers  who  builded  ou 
this  plan  did  splendid  work  in  the  development  of  expression  in 
the  children  of  all  grades,  and  this  expression  indicated  symmetrical 
development  in  all  the  branches. 

We  received  a  mighty  inspiration  from  our  county  institute,  which 
we  held  at  Clarion.  Arnold  Tompkins,  our  leading  instructor,  cre- 
ated a  profound  impression,  not  only  on  the  teachers  but  on  the 
common  people  as  well.  He  occupied  three  forty-five  minute  periods 
each  day,  preaching  the  law  of  unity  and  that  "teaching  is  the  pro- 
cess by  which  one  mind,  from  set  purposes,  produces  the  life  unfold- 
ing process  in  another.''  When  he  talked  the  house  was  always 
filled,  and  so  great  was  his  hold  on  the  people  that  at  two  evening 
lectures,  one  previously  provided  for,  and  the  other  to  fill  in  for  a 
lecturer  who  did  not  appear,  he  had  full  houses.  In  his  work  he  was 
ably  assisted  by  Prof.  C.  E.  Rugh,  the  pedagogy  teacher  of  the 
Clarion  State  Normal.  He  worked  out  the  pedagogy  of  the  course 
of  study  and  explained  the  first  grade  work  in  detail.  The  new 
thought  was  well  sustained  by  the  instruction  in  reading  and  elocu- 
tion by  Prof.  DeKeller  Stamey,  and  all  the  work  of  the  institute . 
was  a  pronounced  success.  The  instruction  was  the  best  ever  given 
in  the  county  and  the  evening  entertainments  were  satisfactory  to 
the  patrons  of  the  institute. 

When  the  schools  opened  in  the  fall,  I  divided  the  county  into 
eight  local  institute  districts,  having  the  same  number  of  teachers, 
as  nearly  as  possible.  Each  district,  except  one,  had  a  meeting 
during  the  term,  and  some  of  the  districts  had  three.  Great  interest 
was  manifested  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  in  some  districts  the 
interest  was  intense.  The  evening  meetings  were  addressed  by  Prof. 
S.  C.  Hepkr,  Prof.  J.  M.  Thompson,  Prof.  C.  E.  Rugh,  and  by  the 
superintendent.  The  churches  were  thrown  open  to  the  teachers, 
and  in  many  places  the  people  who  attended  could  not  all  be  seated, 
at  some  places  scores  were  turned  away,  not  being  able  to  get  stand- 
ing room.  Hepler  and  Thompson  talked  on  popular  subjects  and 
Rugh  and  the  superintendent  talked  pedagogy.  In  these  meetings 
much  is  due  to  the  energy  of  the  principals  of  the  graded  schools, 
and  to  the  committees  of  teachers  and  directors  who  had  them  in 
charge.  Especial  services  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  McDonald. 
Craig,  Mooney.  McNaughton,  Miller  and  others  in  arranging  for  even- 
ing meetings.  The  day  sessions  were  instruction  periods  principally. 
It  is  impossible  to  name  all  the  teachers  who  put  life  into  these  ex- 
ercises by  their  intelligent  discussion  of  the  course  of  study  and  the 
work  therein  planned. 

According  to  my  promise  to  the  Department,  I  gave  particular 
attention  to  the  subject  of  arithmetic  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
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result  of  my  observation  leads  me  to  make  the  statement  that  arith- 
metic is  the  worst  taught  of  all  the  branches  of  the  public  school. 
1  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  cause  of  this  is  text  books  in  arithmetic 
which  do  not  have  in  them  the  analysis  of  the  problems  logically 
arranged  and  stated  in  good  language.  I  have  agitated  this  subject 
among  the  teachers  and  one  result  noticed  is  that  ''mental  arith- 
metic'' is  finding  a  place  on  many  programmes  and  some  of  the 
school  boards  are  putting  in  a  special  book  for  this  work.  I  think  it 
a  return  to  a  good  custom.  When  the  book  of  "mental  arithmetic" 
was  taken  out  of  the  schools  the  mental  process,  in  most  cases,  went 
with  it.  I  try  to  impress  upon  the  teachers  that  figure  work  is  not 
arithmetic.  Most  books  impress  the  child  that  figure  work  is  the  all 
and  in  all  of  arithmetic.  This  impression  has  been  a  woeful  wrong 
to  the  children  of  the  public  schools.  I  shall  try  during  the  coming 
term  to  strengthen  our  schools  along  the  line  of  number  work,  and 
also  give  attention  to  language. 

One  incident  in  the  experience  of  the  year  deserves  to  be  made 
a  matter  of  record.  When  the  cry  for  help  came  from  stricken  Ne- 
braska, I  sent  out  a  circular  to  the  teachers  asking  them  to  make 
February  13th  "Nebraska  Day,"  and  submit  to  the  children  the  prop- 
osition that  if  every  one  of  the  children  of  school  age  in  the  county 
(about  10,000)  would  contribute  only  one  penny  each,  the  fund  would 
reach  f  100.  The  teachers  took  hold  of  the  matter  like  veterans  and 
the  children  responded  splendidly.  All  but  twelve  schools  reported, 
and  instead  of  the  amount  called  for,  I  received  the  magnificent  sum 
of  |412.40.  The  glorious  thing  about  the  whole  matter  was  the  les- 
son for  the  children  in  sympathy  for  the  suffering.  The  act  broad- 
ened the  field  of  vision  of  the  children  who  participated  in  the  act, 
and  gave  them  a  sense  of  the  weight  of  the  heavy  hand,  and  more 
than  that,  it  gave  them  the  conscious  joy  that  one  feels  in  helping 
to  lift  that  hand.  The  unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  schools 
of 'this  county  in  helping  Nebraska  marks  an  epoch  in  the  school  his 
tory  of  the  county. 

In  my  statistical  report  I  have  noted  the  matters  which  pertain 
to  houses,  furniture  and  such  things. 

In  conclusion,  I  want  to  commend  the  teachers  of  the  county  for 
the  high  place  they  hold  in  the  estimation  of  the  public.  They  are 
doing  better  teaching  than  formerly.  And  the  directors  are  doing 
their  part  to  help  along  the  best  efforts  of  our  best  teachers.  The 
standard  for  certificates  has  been  raised.  The  drones  are  falling 
out  of  the  service.  The  energetic  teachers  are  pushing  to  the  front. 
The  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging  indeed.  Some  few  dis- 
tricts are  still  at  rest  with  low  salaries  and  very  ordinary  teaching, 
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but  the  spirit  of  progress  is  abroad  in  the  land,  and  the  minority 
will  come  to  the  majority,  and  their  coming  will  not  long  be  delayed. 
What  more  can  be  said? 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— B.  C.  Youngman. 

The  great  question  is  how  to  bring  the  rural  schools  up  to  an 
equality  with  the  schools  of  the  towns.  The  suggestion  of  township 
high  schools  is  a  good  one,  and  doubtless  to  a  degree  would  accom- 
plish the  end  sought.  This  idea  is  not  new  in  this  county  and  is 
gaining  in  popularity  every  year.  Huston  township  has  had  its 
high  school  for  many  years,  in  which  good  work  has  been  done.  Two 
years  ago  Woodward  started  on  the  same  plan  and  has  no  reason  to 
regret  the  advanced  step  it  then  took.  The  system  is  working  well 
and  promises  to  do  great  things  for  the  community.  This  year  Big- 
ler  put  up  at  the  cost  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars  a  splendid 
building  with  four  rooms,  well  heated  and  furnished,  and  began  a 
high  school.  (State  Superintendent  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  was 
present  at  the  opening  and  made  a  suitable  address.  Directors 
and  citizens  also  took  part  in  the  interesting  exercises. 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  other  townships  will,  before  long, 
fall  in  line  and  thus  greatly  aid  the  work  of  developing  our  school 
system. 

Brisbin  also  dedicated  a  new  building,  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies, consisting  of  music,  recitations,  speeches  and  flag  raising. 
This  house  was  much  needed,  and  the  directors,  with  praiseworthy 
zeal  and  earnest  purpose,  decided  to  do  the  work  at  once.  It  con- 
tains four  rooms  for  schools  and  a  directors'  room.  The  halls  are 
large  and  the  entrance  easy.  The  rooms  are  supplied  with  slate 
blackboards  and  good  light,  and  are  heated  and  ventilated  by  the 
Smead  system.  It  is  a  credit  to  the  directors  and  the  community. 
Clearfield  borough  remodeled  and  otherwise  improved  the  Leonard 
school  building,  so  that  it  now  fully  meets  the  demands  of  the  times 
in  point  of  heat,  light,  ventilation  and  closets. 

In  addition  to  these  facts,  county  normal  schools,  local  institutes, 
directors'  meetings,  county  institute  and  high  school  commencements 
have  all  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  educational  activities  of  the 
year.  From  the  nature  of  these  movements  and  the  widespread  and 
sustained  interest  in  them,  it  is  believed  that  the  outlook  for  our 
schools   is  steadilv   growing  brighter. 
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About  twelve  new  schools  were  opened  during  the  year,  making 
the  whole  number  three  hundred  and  ninety-six.  Some  primary  and 
a  few  mixed  schools  were  overcrowded,  but  the  number  of  such  is 
rapidly  diminishing  every  year.  It  takes  some  time  to  adjust  the 
schools  to  the  shifting  population.  Owing  to  the  panic  and  the  hard 
conditions  generally  there  was  no  increase  in  the  number  of  months 
taught,  nor  in  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers.  In  a  few  districts  there 
was  a  slight  decrease  in  both  these  respects.  But  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  progress  there  is  throughout  the  county  a 
strong  disposition  to  go  forward,  and  an  ever-increasing  appreciation 
of  the  value  of  improved  methods  and  facilities  in  school  work  is 
discernible.  It  is  true  the  University  of  Chicago  is  the  product  of 
three  or  four  years'  effort.  But  the  public  schools  are  not  manipu- 
lated in  that  way.  They  are  a  plant  of  slow  growth.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  offered,  with  fear  and  trembling,  as  a  suggestion  merely, 
that  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  put  more  time  and  energy  on  the 
back  bone  branches,  spelling,  writing,  reading  and  arithmetic. 
Well  prepared  ground  usually  gives  promise  of  a  plentiful  harvest. 

The  teachers,  with  here  and  there  an  exception,  did  good  work. 
\s  a  class  they  manifested  a  praiseworthy  desire  to  improve  and 
to  justify  the  confidence  placed  in  them.  However,  it  is  an  open 
secret  that  the  great  need  of  the  system,  always  and  everywhere, 
is  a  permanent,  well  qualified  and  well  sustained  teaching  force. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— W.  A.  Snyder. 

The  educational  year  just  closed  has  been  freighted  with  consid- 
erable encouragement  alloyed  with  some  disappointment.  Many 
things  conspired  to  make  our  school  year  a  failure.  The  general 
prevalence  of  contagious  diseases  and  the  severity  of  the  winter  were 
factors  arrayed  against  us.  Yet,  with  these  unfavorable  conditions, 
the  attendance  was  much  better  than  the  previous  year. 

I  adopted  the  plan  of  having  all  the  teachers  report  to  me  at  the 
end  of  each  month  the  average  attendance,  number  of  pupils  not 
absent  during  month  and  other  information  of  interest  to  me.  These 
reports  enabled  me  to  keep  reliably  informed  as  to  the  general  condi- 
tion in  each  school.  The  plan  pleased  me  and  will  be  followed  this 
year. 

The  financial  stringency,  together  with  the  devastation  wrought 
by  the  flood  had  the  effect  of  shortening  the  term  in  several  districts 
and  lessening  the  wages  In  some. 
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Our  bi-weekly  teachers'  meeting  held  in  most  districts  interested 
our  earnest,  progressive  teachers  and  were  a  source  of  some  good. 

There  are  getting  to  be  too  many  teachers  for  the  number  of 
schools.  The  result  must  be  an  unhealthy  competition  and  a  degree 
of  inefficiency  not  desirable.  We  do  not  need  "middling"  teachers 
and  the  three  should  be  stricken  from  the  certificate. 

Our  progressive  teachers  will  hail  with  delight  the  elimination 
from  the  ranks  of  this  element  of  mediocrity.  It  must  resolve  itself 
into  "the  survival  of  the  fittest." 

Improvements. 

Renovo  erected  the  finest  two  room  building  in  the  county.  Com- 
fortable and  attractive  buildings  were  built  in  Allison,  Chapman  and 
Xoves.  Repairing  was  done  and  houses  beautified  in  Beech  Creek, 
Logan  and  Noyes.  The  outhouses  received  general  attention  and  are 
in  better  condition  than  ever  before. 

Arbor  day  was  generally  observed,  trees  planted,  play  grounds 
cleared  off  and  the  interior  of  the  buildings  made  attractive  by 
pictures  and  various  decorations.  Graded  schools  were  established 
in  Crawford  and  South  Renovo. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  favors  and  courtesies  from  the  Depart 
ment,  directors  and  citizens  of  the  county. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— William  C.  Johnston. 

During  the  year  the  work  done  in  the  schools  of  the  county  was 
in  keeping  with  the  conditions  underlying  and  governing  them.  A 
stronger  educational  sentiment  was  noticeable  throughout  the  entire 
county. 

The  county  institute  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  here,  and  in  the 
attendance  of  teachers  it  was  the  best.  Every  teacher,  except  one, 
was  present,  and  this  one  was  enrolled  but  was  absent  on  account  of 
sickness. 

The  instructors  were  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Drs.  J.  P.  Gordy,  E. 
Oram  Lyte,  J.  P.  Welsh,  Miss  Gertrude  Edmund,  Miss  Nellie  Moore, 
Prof.  Byron  W.  King  and  I.  D.  Gresh.  Evening  entertain 
ments:  The  Chicago  Rivals  Concert,  Robarts  Harper,  Byron  King, 
Will  Carleton,  lectures;  and  Miss  Vida  Bowman  and  Elfleda  Barnes 
Gottschal,  soloists.  Ten  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 
At  Buckhorn,  Benton,  Berwick,  Espy,  Jameson  City,  Mainville,  Mill- 
ville.  Mumidia,  Rupert  and  Stillwater. 
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It  is  necessary  to  unite  several  townships  and  thus  form  a  local  in- 
stitute district  in  order  to  reach  each  teacher  and  every  community 
in  the  local  institute  work. 

These  meetings  are  usually  well  attended,  interesting  and  product- 
ive of  much  good.  The  teachers  of  the  various  districts  generally 
take  an  active  part  and  do  practical  work  in  the  meetings,  and  the 
professors  of  the  normal  give  valuable  help. 

Since  our  last  report  seven  new  school  houses  have  been  erected. 
One  in  Briar  Creek,  one  in  Catawissa  township,  one  in  Conyngham, 
one  in  Fishing  Creek,  one  in  Jackson,  one  in  Roaring  Creek,  and 
a  two  room,  one  story  building  in  Sugar  Loaf.  These  are  good,  sub- 
stantial buildings,  furnished  with  the  latest  and  best  furniture  and 
supplied  with  slate  surface. 

The  building  in  Catawissa  township  is  unquestionably  the  best 
house  in  the  rural  districts  in  the  county. 

The  directors  of  Orange  purchased  the  old  academy  building  at 
Orangeville,  and  remodelled  it,  making  of  it  a  three  room  public 
school  house. 

The  directors  of  Scott  having  remodelled  the  Espy  school  house 
and  the  one  at  Almedia,  and  put  into  both  the  hot  water  system  of 
heating,  now  have  the  best  houses  in  any  district  in  the  county,  ex- 
cept the  large  boroughs,  and  their  buildings  compare  more  than 
favorably  with  the  besMn  these  boroughs. 

The  Bloomsburg  board  remodelled  the  Third  street  building  and 
put  in  the  Smead-Wills  system  of  heating  and  ventilating.  In  other 
districts  houses  have  been  repaired  and  made  more  attractive  and 
comfortable. 

We  still  have,  however,  one  school  house  that  has  the  somewhat 
ancient  board  seats  and  desks.  The  directors  say  that  they  will 
replace  these  soon  with  proper  patent  desks. 

The  out  buildings  in  a  number  of  districts  are  not  what  they 
should  be.  Some  districts  are  complying  with  the  law,  some  are 
complying  with  it  in  part  and  others  promise  to  comply  with  the 
law  in  this  matter  as  soon  as  possible,  yet  it  is  necessary  to  state 
that  the  outbuildings  in  some  districts  need  attention. 

It  is  expected,  from  the  information  received  from  these  districts, 
that  by  the  beginning  of  the  next  term  of  school  this  matter  will  have 
received  due  attention. 

A  graded  course  of  study  for  the  ungraded  schools  was  prepared 
and  was  distributed  at  the  last  county  institute.  The  majority  of 
the  teachers  did  good  work  because  of  it. 

The  directors  of  severnl  districts  adopted  the  rourse,  and  a  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  the  rural  schools  completed  it  last  year.  Better 
work  and  better  results  may  be  expected  the  coming  term. 
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It  has  been  noticed  during  the  past  five  years  that  of  the  young 
men  and  women  who  attend  the  examinations  for  teachers'  certifi- 
cates, those  who  are  all  round  the  strongest  and  most  practically 
prepared,  come  either  direct  from  the  ungraded  schools  or  from  the 
country  school  after  a  term  in  a  summer  school  or  the  normal,  and 
stand  higher  and  are  stronger  than  their  sisters  and  brothers  from 
our  high  schools  with  similar  advantages.  This  speaks  well  for  the 
ungraded  schools  and  should  inspire  the  teachers  to  do  still  better 
work,  and  should  encourage  the  directors  to  select  only  the  best 
teachers  and  to  supply  all  necessary  apparatus  for  the  county 
schools. 

In  Fishing  Creek  township  we  have  something  of  an  illustration 
of  what  a  district  advanced  school  may  accomplish. 

The  directors  finding  it  necessary  to  erect  another  building  at 
Jonestown  to  accommodate  all  the  pupils,  decided  to  locate  the  new 
building  at  such  place  as  would  accommodate  all  of  the  large  pupils 
of  Jonestown  district  and  be  convenient  for  the  large  pupils  of  ad- 
joining districts  in  the  township. 

This  was  done,  and  only  the  advanced  pupils  attended  school  at 
the  new  building.  So  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  work  of  one 
term,  excellent  results  will  be  secured  by  this  arrangement.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  here  that  the  township  of  Fishing  Creek  is  doing  well 
in  educational  matters. 

Four  years  ago  they  still  clung  to  the  two  term  system,  but  with 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  directors,  this  was  soon  discontinued, 
the  length  of  the  term  was  increased,  the  average  salary  of  teachers 
was  increased,  a  graded  school  was  established  at  Still  Water,  and 
last  year  arrangements  were  made  for  an  advanced  school  at  Jones- 
town. 

During  the  year  every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  once,  about 
eighty  twice,  and  a  number  three  times.  It  was  necessary  to  go  a 
third  time  about  fifteen  miles  in  order  to  visit  one  school.  On  the  two 
previous  attempts  to  visit  this  school  it  was  found  closed  by  the 
teacher. 

In  every  district  there  were  indications  that  something  had  been 
done  by  the  boards  of  directors  to  make  the  schools  more  efficient. 

In  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
school  rooms  in  the  county,  there  is  slate  surface;  in  a  number  of 
other  rooms  there  is  excellent  blackboard  surface;  globes  are  found 
in  seventy  school  rooms;  libraries,  or  the  beginning  of  a  library,  in 
sixty-nine  rooms;  unabridged  dictionaries  in  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen rooms;  maps  in  two  tmndrod  nnd  seven,  including  rooms  having 
?ood  maps  on  charts. 

There  should  be  more  dictionaries  and  more  libraries. 


No.  5.]  Columbia  County.  39 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
teachers  in  the  county  take  educational  journals  and  read  regularly 
books  on  professional  subjects. 

This  is  a  great  improvement  over  a  few  years  ago,  and  it  shows 
well  in  the  work.  Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  faithful,  conscientious, 
and  capable,  and  give  evidence  of  trying  each  year  to  be  better  pre- 
pared and  to  do  better  work,  but  the  fact  that  a  school  sends  out  a 
r  umber  of  pupils  a  large  majority  of  whom  fail  to  come  up  to  a  very 
reasonable  standard  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  continued  utter  in 
competency  of  some  teachers. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  some  districts  directors  decreased 
the  salary  of  teachers.  A  poor  teacher  is  dear  at  any  price,  but  a 
good  one  is  rarely,  if  ever,  fully  appreciated  or  fully  remunerated, 
yet  such  a  teacher  should  always  be  retained,  even  if  it  be  necessary 
to  increase  the  salary. 

During  the  past  two  years  because  of  an  increase  in  the  length 
of  the  term  in  some  districts,  and  a  slight  increase  in  the  salary 
of  teachers  in  many  of  these  and  in  other  districts,  we  have  had  better 
teachers  and  been  able  to  keep  our  good  ones  in  the  county. 

As  the  salaries  are  being  lowered  and  the  term  shortened  in  a 
fewT  districts  these  best  teachers  are  again  leaving  the  county  to 
secure  positions  in  districts  where  the  term  is  long  and  the  salary 
good.     This  is  very  unfortunate. 

It  is  not  urged  that  directors  should  pay  large  or  increased  sal- 
aries to  teachers  who  are  not  progressive  and  do  no  better  work  each 
year,  but  it  is  a  fact  that  a  fair  salary  must  be  paid  to  get  and  retain 
«i   working,  studious,  progressive  teacher. 

Arbor  day  is  not  generally  observed;  while  some  districts  take  an 
interest  in  the  day,  the  majority  have  never  evidently  given  the 
matter  much  attention. 

Beautiful  silk  flags  were  presented  to  the  Berwick  schools  by  the 
Sons  of  America,  and  the  Women's  Relief  Corps  of  Berwick,  pre- 
sented to  each  school  in  Briar  Creek  two  nice  ones.  Briar  Creek 
has  one  graded  school  and  continues  to  have  a  seven  months'  term 
at  increased   salaries  to  teachers. 

Other  districts  having  a  term  of  more  than  six  months  are:  Ben- 
ton, Berwick,  Bloom,  Catawissa,  Catawissa  township,  Centralia, 
Conyngham,  Fishing  Creek,  Millville,  Montour,  Orange  and  Scott. 

The  majority  of  the  directors  are  doing  commendable  work,  are 
careful  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

In  nearly  all  districts  they  are  more  careful  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  as  most  directors  now  fully  realize  that  the  little  people 
in  all  schools  should  have  the  best  qualified  teachers, 
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The  Berwick  schools  lead  the  county  in  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  apparatus,  with  Catawissa  a  close  second. 

The  Pollard  system  of  teaching  reading  has  been  in  use  during 
the  year  in  the  Catawissa  schools  and  in  two  rooms  in  the  Blooms- 
burg  schools. 

No  remarks  on  this  system  as  seen  will  be  ventured  at  this  time. 

The  Berwick  directors  have  established  a  cooking  department 
in  connection  with  their  schools,  which  is  located  in  the  Market 
street  building.  It  is  ably  conducted  by  Mrs.  Kusil.  The  object  of 
this  department  is  to  train  the  young  ladies  of  the  high  school  and 
the  grammar  grades  in  the  art  of  cooking,  and  each  class  is  in- 
structed in  this  art  for  one-half  school  day  each  week. 

The  people  of  Berwick  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having  this 
department  established,  as  it  is  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  county, 
and  it  should,  and  no  doubt  will,  receive  the  attention  and  support 
that  it  so  well  merits. 

Some  of  the  boards  have  decided  to  have  music  taught  regularly 
in  their  schools.  This  is  a  commendable  move,  and  if  a  teacher 
is  engaged  well  qualified  to  teach  music,  the  results  must  be  satis- 
factory and  prove  the  wisdom  of  such  course. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  at  the  close  of  their  respective 
terms  graduated  about  the  usual  number. 

The  Normal  continues  to  prosper  and  this  year  graduated  the 
largest  class  in  its  history,  namely,  one  hundred  and  forty-six. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  all  who,  in  any  way,  have  aided  to 
make  the  past  year's  wrork  successful. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— George  I.  Wright. 

In  closing  this,  my  fifth  year  of  service  in  this  field,  I  am  con- 
strained to  say  that  it  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  and  sat- 
isfaction that  1  glance  bark  over  our  record.  We  have  made  very 
marked  progress  in  school  work  and  the  evidences  are  so  marked 
and  so  general  that  even  the  most  conservative  may  see,  yes  must  see. 

We  have  "continuous  term,"  "graded  course  of  study,"  an  increased 
enrolment,  a  higher  percentage  of  attendance,  older  and  better 
teachers,  better  paid  service,  and.  consequently,  better  work.  Over 
300  of  our  pupils  completed  the  work  of  the  "eighth  year,"  and  are 
ready  for  higher  work.  Several  township  high  schools  were  started 
and  did  most  excellent  work,  taking  up  elementary  algebra,  physical 
geography,  English  lessons  along  the  line  of  English  and  American 
classics  (thus  combining  grammar  and  rhetoric),  together  with  gen- 
eral review  of  some  of  the  important  parts  of  the  common  blanches. 
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These  schools  supply  a  want  that  is  beginning  to  make  itself  felt. 
The  successful  work  done  in  every  such  school  has  been  so  marked 
that  the  parents  in  other  districts  are  asking  why  similiar  privileges 
cannot  be  furnished  their  children;  so  that  school  boards  are  begin- 
ning to  see  that  public  sentiment  demands  higher  school  privileges 
everywhere. 

Summit  township  is  answering  that  demand  by  building  a  fine  three 
room  brick  building  for  the  accommodation  of  its  young  men  and 
women. 

Occasionally  a  board  takes  a  step  backward,  under  the  impulse  of 
some  popular  "reform  spasm,"  if  I  may  use  such  a  misnomer,  but  the 
general  good  sense  usually  prevails  in  a  short  time,  and  another 
election  soon  shows  that  the  people  mean  right,  and  want  to  go 
ahead,  and  not  backward. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  as  bright  and  progressive  a  body 
of  school  principals  as  it  was  ever  the  good  fortune  of  a  superintend- 
ent to  have  associated  with  him.  No  effort  of  mine  in  the  interests 
of  the  schools  of  this  county  has  ever  lacked  the  cordial  support  of 
the  most  of  these,  my  fellow  workers,  and  I  cannot  close  this  report 
without  sharing  with  them  whatever  credit  may  be  due  to  me  for 
progress  made. 

T  am  thankful  also  for  the  same  quality  of  support  from  a  great 
body  of  progressive  school  directors  and  patrons  all  over  the  county. 

The  rank  and  file  of  teachers  are  also  loyal  and  earnest  supporters 
of  all  my  efforts  in  the  lines  of  progress.  We  are  all  ready  to  put  on 
the  harness  again,  and  expect  to  see  such  a  year  of  faithful,  earnest 
work  as  must  surely  result  in  great  good. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— A.  J.  Beitzel. 

Touching  the  matter  of  improvement  in  school  architecture,  school 
furnishings  and  school  grounds,  two  distinct  phases  of  progress 
are  especially  noticeable — a  growing  aesthetic  taste  and  a  greater 
regard  for  the  comfort  and  healthfulness  of  pupils.  Where  for- 
merly the  architect  was  enjoined  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  line  of 
immediate  utility,  to-day  his  taste  and  skill  are  challenged  in  the 
direction  of  attractiveness,  comfort  and  convenience.  Paint  is  no 
longer  applied  in  a  monotony  of  color  and  for  preservative  effects 
alone,  but  the  work  of  the  brush  must  be  set  in  pleasing  contrast, 
design  and  beauty.  Projecting  rocks,  unsightly  stumps  and  abrupt 
embankments  now  rarely  disfigure  play  grounds  and   menace  1he 
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safety  of  the  children  in  their  exhilarating  and  invigorating  sports, 
and  standing  sentinel-like  over  all,  a  towering  flag  staff  from  which 
floats  the  emblem  of  our  nationality — the  wholesome  products  of  the 
Arbor  day  and  school  flag  movements.  Nearly  ninety  per  cent,  of 
our  teachers  have  the  walls  of  their  school  rooms  tastefully  deco- 
rated with  pictures,  mottoes,  flowers,  etc.  Solid  slate  blackboards 
are  rapidly  displacing  plaster  and  wood  surfaces.  The  old  fashioned 
pine  board  desks,  with  their  angular  lines,  have  given  place  to  the 
most  highly  improved  modern  styles  of  seating.  No  new  houses 
have  been  built  during  the  last  five  or  six  years  that  are  not  provided 
with  efficient  means  of  ventilation.  These  circumstances  and  many 
others  not  mentioned  evince  the  progressive  educational  spirit  of  our 
people. 

Three  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  one  in  Hopewell, 
one  in  Upper  Mifflin  and  one  in  New  Cumberland.  The  former  two 
are  single  room  brick  houses,  substantially  built  and  supplied  with 
modern  furniture. 

The  increasing  school  population  of  New  Cumberland  necessitated 
an  expansion  of  school  accommodations.  This  led  to  the  erection 
of  a  fine  four  room  brick  building  and  the  organization  of  an  addi- 
tional school,  raising  the  number  of  schools  to  four.  The  house  is 
finished  inside  in  hard  wood  and  equipped  with  the  Smead-Wills 
system  of  heating  and  ventilating.  The  rooms  are  spacious  and 
well  lighted.  One  particularly  desirable  feature  is  the  wire  net 
bottoms  of  the  chalk  troughs,  by  which  the  chalk  dust  is  drawn  into 
the  exhaust  air  circulation  and  carried  outside  the  building. 

The  entire  cost  of  the  building  was  less  than  $10,000,  and  the  board 
certainly  deserves  credit  for  the  business  capacity,  economy  and  wis- 
dom exercised  in  its  erection.  The  town  now  has  as  substantial, 
comfortable  and  convenient  a  school  building  as  any  other  town  in 
the  valley.  The  building  committee  was  composed  of  Messrs.  J.  C. 
Mosser,  H.  W.  Linebaugh,  M.  D.  and  S.  B.  Whisler. 

The  new  building  was  dedicated  on  Saturday,  October  20th,  at 
three  p.  m.  Quite  an  elaborate  programme  of  interesting  exercises 
was  rendered,  in  which  the  schools,  school  board,  cornet  band,  River- 
side Council  Jr.  O.  17.  A.  M.,  and  invited  speakers  participated,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  assemblage.  The  invited  speakers  present 
were  Hon.  Wilbur  F.  Sadler,  president  judge  of  Cumberland  county; 
William  M.  Hargest,  Esq.,  of  Harrisburg,  and  the  county  superin- 
tendent. 

Six  educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
during  the  period  of  school  visitation.  These  meetings  were  well 
attended  and  were  addressed  by  citizens  of  the  respective  localities 
i!i   win  eh   they  wpi'o  hold,  :ind  hy   Hie  county  superintendent.     T  was 
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also  present  at,  and  participated  in,  quite  a  number  of  school  flag 
raisings,  in  which  great  popular  interest  centered.  Educational 
meetings,  when  they  are  of  the  proper  character,  are  an  excellent 
auxiliary  in  arousing  educational  enthusiasm  and  in  educating  public 
sentiment,  but  in  a  number  of  instances  they  had  degenerated  so 
nearly  to  the  level  of  the  minstrel  and  variety  show  as  to  evoke  ex- 
pressions of  disapproval  from  the  public  as  well  as  from  the  super- 
intendent. 

In  order  to  check  this  pernicious  tendency  and  to  prepare  the  way 
for  the  elevation  of  the  tone  of  these  meetings,  they  were  allowed  to 
fall  into  comparative  disuse.  It  is  proposed,  however,  to  revive  the 
custom,  during  the  coming  year,  of  holding  frequent  meetings  and 
to  the  task  of  placing  them  upon  a  higher  and  better  plane;  we  invite 
the  co-operation  of  an  education  loving  public. 

The  county  institute  was  held,  as  usual,  at  Carlisle  during  the 
time  embraced  between  December  3-7,  all  but  four  of  the  teachers 
being  present  It  was  pronounced  the  best  of  Cumberland  county's 
institutes.  An  increasing  interest  centers  in  these  annual  gather- 
ings. On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  crowds  of  persons  were  unable 
to  gain  admission  to  the  courtroom,  where  the  institute  was  held.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  we  do  not  have  an  available  auditorium  capa- 
ble of  accommodating  all  who  wish  to  attend  these  meetings, 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship, 
Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr.  J.  F.  Barton,  Miss  Sara  Spencer,  Miss  Anua 
Buckbee,  Prof.  H.  U.  Roop  and  Prof.  I.  L.  Bryner.  Prof.  A.  M.  Lind- 
say had  charge  of  the  music. 

The  evening  lectures  and  entertainment  were  given  by  Major 
Henry  C.  Dane,  Rev.  H.  C.  Fitzwilliam,  Hon.  James  M.  Beck  and  the 
Torbet  Concert  Company  and  Lutteman  Sextette. 

The  school  directors'  association  met  in  separate  session  on  Thurs- 
day forenoon,  and  jointly  with  the  institute  in  the  afternoon.  The 
meetings  of  the  association  are  growing  in  attendance  and  interest, 
and  are  exerting  a  potent  influence  for  good  upon  the  schools  of  the 
county.  It  has  been  my  desire,  for  some  time,  to  unify  and  sys- 
tematize the  work  of  our  ungraded  schools  so  as  to  secure  better 
results  for  the  time  and  the  money  expended.  The  opportunity  for  this 
progressive  step  materialized  itself  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  offered 
in  the  meeting  of  directors,  and  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote.  The 
resolution  provides  that  the  county  superintendent  prepare  a  course 
of  study  for  ungraded  schools,  which  shall  go  into  effect  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  school  term,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able,  at  this 
writing,  to  report  the  adoption  of  the  course  by  nearly  all  the  district 
boards. 

The  course  preparer]  provides  not  only  a  gradation  of  the  subject 
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matter  of  the  several  branches  of  study,  but  also  a  mentor  with 
reference  to  the  methods  of  developing  the  different  subjects.  As 
a  result  of  this  movement,  we  hope  to  see  improvement  both  in 
teaching  power  and  in  the  scholastic  attainments  of  pupils. 

Notwithstanding  the  rigorous  winter  nearly  three  hundred  visits 
were  made  to  the  schools,  averaging  two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes 
in  length.  Bright  hopes  were  entertained  that  we  might  this  year 
score  the  highest  number  of  visits  yet  reached,  but  we  found  ere 
the  season  passed,  that  we  had  reckoned  without  the  memorable 
blizzard  which  maintained  such  a  prolonged  and  stubborn  blockade 
of  the  highways. 

The  attendance  in  many  of  the  schools  was  very  materially  lowered 
for  several  months  by  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever,  measles  and 
other  diseases  incident  to  childhood.  Indeed,  a  few  schools  were 
closed  for  a  time. 

Classes  were  graduated  by  the  high  schools  of  Carlisle,  Mechanics- 
burg.  Shippensburg,  Newville,  Mt.  Molly  Springs,  New  Cumberland 
and  West  Fairview. 

The  high  school  commencements  are  occasions  of  great  interest, 
attracting  large  audiences  to  witness  the  exercises. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  (145)  applicants  for  provisional  certifi- 
cates were  examined,  of  whom  twenty  per  cent,  were  rejected. 

The  number  of  normal  school  graduates  in  the  teaching  force  of 
the  county  is  constantly  increasing,  and  in  consequence  the  number 
of  provisional  teachers  is  decreasing  in  about  the  same  ratio.  In 
view  of  this  fact  a  word  to  this  class  of  teachers  should  be  sufficient, 
if  they  intend  to  make  teaching  a  profession. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  there  has  been  decided 
improvement  in  scholarship  and  professional  qualification  of  our 
teaching  force  during  the  last  several  years.  Quite  a  number  of 
our  teachers  spend  the  summer  at  some  school,  and  others  endeavor 
to  improve  their  qualifications  by  private  effort,  while  some  seem 
to  be  entirely  indifferent  to  the  necessity  for  continual  study.  The 
best  consolation  we  can  offer  them  is,  that  they  have  pitched  their 
tents  upon  untenable  ground. 

On  the  whole,  I  look  upon  our  teachers  with  pride.  They  are 
earnest,  honest  and  capable,  bearing  their  discouragements  and 
trials  with  a  philosophic  wisdom.  The  character  of  their  work  is 
frequently  underestimated  and  misunderstood  by  the  public,  aud 
they  fail  to  receive  the  encouragement  and  support  which  they 
have  a  right  to  expect.  Citizens,  whether  patrons  of  the  schools  or 
not,  you  have  a  duty  to  perform  toward  the  schools,  the  responsibil- 
ity of  which  you  cannot  evade — to  encourage  them  by  your  occasional 
presence,  nnd  to  commend  their  good  features  rather  than  to  so»ek 
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for  their  faults  and  herald  them  abroad  to  the  injury  of  both  teacher 
and  pupils.     Our  directors,  as  a  rule,  are  public  spirited  and  self  sac- 
rificing, striving  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  schools. 
Altogether,  the  outlook  for  our  schools  is  bright. 

In  Memoriam. 

It  was  with  profound  sorrow  that  the  county  institute,  during 
its  opening  session,  received  the  announcement  of  the  death  of 
Professor  Daniel  Shelley,  the  first  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  Cumberland  county.  He  died  on  the  Saturday  morning 
previous,  December  1st,  at  his  home  in  Shireinanstown,  at  the  age 
of  78  years,  1)  months  and  17  days. 

After  the  announcement  and  remarks  upon  the  subject  by  the 
chairman  of  the  institute,  ex-Superintendents  D.  E.  Kast  and  !S.  B. 
Shearer  paid  glowing  tributes  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  Prof.  Kast,  and  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  institute  has  learned  with  profound  regret 
of  the  death  of  Daniel  Shelley,  first  superintendent  of  schools  of 
Cumberland  county. 

liesolvcd,  That  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  bereaved 
family  and  join  with  them  in  paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased. 

The  chair  then  appointed  the  following  committee  to  represent  the 
institute  officially  at  the  funeral  on  Tuesday:  Messrs.  D.  E.  Kast, 
S.  13.  Shearer,  J.  C.  Nesbit,  W.  E.  Zinn,  and  Misses  Bella  McLaughlin 
and  Mattie  B.  Brown. 

In  the  death  of  Professor  Shelley  the  county  has  lost  a  distin- 
guished citizen,  and  the  cause  of  popular  education  a  warm 'friend 
and  a  strong  advocate.  He  was  a  pioneer  teacher  as  well  as  the 
pioneer  superintendent.  His  abilities  singled  him  out  from  among 
the  ablest  teachers  of  that  early  day  for  the  work  of  the  superin- 
tendency,  and  the  proud  position  which  Cumberland  county  holds 
educationally  in  this  progressive  Commonwealth  to-day,  is  due 
largely  to  his  ardent  and  devoted  labors  in  this  direction. 

He  led  in  the  organization  of  our  county  institute  and  its  mem- 
bers to-day  are  building  upon  the  substantial  foundation  which  he 
laid  nearly  half  a  century  ago. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  convey  the  full  measure  and  influence 
of  his  work  in  shaping  and  organizing  the  chaotic  educational  fac- 
tors and  conditions  before  him  into  operative  harmony  with  the  law 
creating  the  common  school  system. 

When  the  county  superintendency  was  engrafted  upon  our  educa- 
tional system   it   was  generally   regarded  as  a   useless   innovation. 
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Numbered  among  the  opposition  to  it  were  many  of  his  personal 
friends,  which  made  the  situation  still  more  trying.  He  had  no 
precedents  to  guide  him,  but  was  compelled  to  mould  his  own  rule  of 
action  in  every  emergency. 

From  the  very  first  he  decided  to  eliminate  from  the  profession 
teachers  of  superficial  attainments  and  of  intemperate  habits — a  fre- 
quent failing  among  the  early  schoolmasters,  But  his  genial  dispo- 
sition, untiring  energy,  abundant  resources  and  moral  courage  ena- 
bled him  to  disarm  prejudice,  remove  obstacles,  overcome  oppo- 
sition and  lay,  broad  and  deep,  the  foundation  of  the  educational 
system  of  our  county. 

His  life  was  a  useful  one,  and  may  those  that  are  called  to  continue 
the  work  which  he  began,  light  their  torches  at  the  altar  of  inspira- 
tion which  he  kindled. 
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The  statistical  report  already  on  file  at  the  Department  sets  forth 
so  far  as  these  matters  can  be  represented  by  figures,  the  condition 
of  our  school  machinery,  appliances  and  facilities  for  work,  the 
qualifications  of  teachers  as  indicated  by  the  grade  of  certificate, 
experience  and  professional  study,  as  well  as  something  of  the  work 
done  in  the  schools  during  the  year. 

A  comparison  of  this  report  and  that  made  a  year  ago  will  not 
disclose  any  radical  changes  or  marked  evidences  of  phenomenal 
growth  and  progress. 

The -work  on  all  lines  was  pushed  as  vigorously  as  circumstances 
would  justify  and  the  results  were  quite  as  satisfactory  as  could 
be  expected  with  the  limiting  conditions  under  which  they  were  sei 
cured.  Another  year  under  the  operation  of  the  free  text  book  law 
has  furnished  additional  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and  beneficence 
of  the  measure.  Much  more  is  said  of  the  advantages  and  less  of 
the  objections  to  the  law  than  when  it  was  enacted. 

The  forty-second  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held  at 
Harrisburg,  November  12-1G,  1S94.  It  was,  as  iu  previous  years,  a 
joint  institute  of  the  city  and  county,  and  through  the  kindness  of 
the  board  of  control  the  sessions  were  again  held  in  the  central 
high  school  building.  Hon.  John  B.  McPherson,  additional  law 
judge  of  the  district,  delivered  an  able  and  practical  address  of  wel- 
come. 

The  instructors  from  abroad  were  Drs.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  T.  P>.  Noss, 
J.  P.  Welsh,  E.  O.  Lyte,  G.  M.  D.  Eckels  and  A.  E.  Winship.  Snpt. 
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J.  M.  Cougkliu,  Profs.  L.  L  Handy  and  H.  U.  Koop.  Profs.  S.  G.  Lan- 
don  and  L.  S.  iShiuiniell  of  the  Harrisburg  high  school  delivered  inter- 
esting and  valuable  addresses. 

Prof.  A.  M.  Lindsay,  of  Steelton,  gave  daily  instructions  in  vocal 
music. 

The  evening  lectures  were  given  by  Supt.  A.  M.  Hammers,  Col. 
L.  F.  Copeland,  Prof.  L.  Irving  Handy  and  Major  Henry  C.  Dane. 

In  interest  and  efficiency  the  institute  this  year  was  fully  up  to 
the  high  standard  our  county  has  maintained  in  the  past. 

Beyond  question  the  teachers'  institute  has  been  one  of  the  chief 
factors  in  advancing  the  cause  of  popular  education  and  bringing 
ing  the  schools  to  their  present  degree  of  efficiency,  and  it  will  doubt- 
less continue  to  exercise  a  potent  influence  in  this  direction  in  the 
future. 

From  its  organization  the  character  of  the  work  has  changed  with 
the  varying  conditions  of  the  schools  and  the  ever  changing  ideas 
of  educational  leaders. 

It  began  as  a  kind  of  practice  school  in  which  class  instruction 
was  given  in  the  branches  taught  in  the  schools;  then  came  the 
period  of  special  devices,  followed  by  that  of  methods  and  educa- 
tional principles. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  hobby  has  been  psychology  in  its 
various  phases — child  study,  Herbartianism,  apperception,  co-ordi- 
nation and  correlation  of  studies,  etc. 

Unless  we  are  mistaken  in  due  signs  of  the  times,  we  are  about 
to  witness  another  departure  in  institute  work.  The  popular  insti- 
tute instructor  of  the  next  decade,  in  our  opinion,  will  deal  less  with 
psychological  principles  and  methods  of  teaching  and  more  with  the 
subject  matter  taught  in  the  schools. 

Not  that  instructors  will  treat  the  branches  of  study  in  detail, 
but  the  important  facts  will  be  correlated  and  presented  in  their 
proper  relations. 

This  line  of  work  will,  in  our  judgment,  be  of  greater  service  to 
the  majority  of  teachers  than  much  of  the  lecturing  on  psychology 
that  is  done  in  many  institutes  at  the  present  time.  Teachers  need 
to  see  more  clearly  the  necessity  for  broad  and  conrprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  subjects  they  undertake  to  teach,  and  to  understand  that 
the  measure  of  interest  the  pupils  take  in  any  study  depends  upon 
the  extent  to  which  they  themselves  have  mastered  it. 

A  knowledge  of  psychology  is  a  necessary  part  of  a  teacher's 
equipment  for  his  work,  but  the  subject  cannot  be  learned  from  a 
week's  course  of  lectures  at  a  teachers'  institute;  it  can  be  ac- 
quired only  by  reading,  observation  and  careful  study. 

The  year  was  the  most  successful  in  local  institute  work  of  any 
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since  the  organization  of  these  meetings  in  our  county.  The  teach- 
ers are  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  active  part  they  took  in  the 
meetings  and  for  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  they  awakened  in  the 
communities  in  which  they  were  held.  A  greater  number  of  di- 
rectors attended  and  took  part  in  the  exercises,  and  larger  audiences 
were  present  than  ever  before. 

In  addition  to  the  work  done  in  these  institutes  by  the  teachers 
of  the  county,  we  received  valuable  assistance  from  State  Superin- 
tendent Dr.  Schaeffer,  Drs.  J.  P.  Welsh,  E.  O.  Lyte,  A.  T.  Smith,  Hon. 
A.  (j.  Seyfert  and  others. 

The  fourth  annual  session  of  the  school  directors'  association  was 
held  at  Harrisburg  on  Thursday  of  county  institute  week.  The  at- 
tendance was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  organization,  about 
one  hundred  directors  being  present.  The  forenoon  was  spent  in 
interesting  and  profitable  discussions  on  practical  questions  per- 
taining to  the  duties  and  work  of  directors.  In  the  afternoon  the 
members  of  the  association  met  with  the  teachers  and  listened  to 
an  able  address  by  Deputy  Superintendent  J.  Q.  Stewart,  delivered 
with  his  usual  force  and  earnestness.  The  semi-annual  meeting 
was  held  at  Lykens,  February  23d.  Although  the  attendance  was 
not  so  large  as  it  should  have  been,  the  meeting  was  nevertheless 
interesting  and  profitable. 

Prof.  \\  illiam  Howard  Day,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Keehling, 
of  Steelton,  who  have  served  respectively  as  president  and  secretary 
of  the  association  since  its  organization,  were  both  unanimously  re- 
elected. 

In  the  examination  of  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  I  ob- 
served, for  some  time,  a  lack  of  system  and  definiteness  in  their 
professional  reading  and  study. 

With  a  view  of  securing  better  results  in  this  line  of  their  prepara- 
tion, at  last  institute  I  appointed  a  committee  on  Teachers'  Reading 
Course,  and  announced  that  if  a  course  of  study  were  adopted  I  would 
make  it  the  basis  of  examination  in  theory  of  teaching.  The  coin 
mittee  reported  a  two-year  course  and  recommended  for  first  year 
"White's  Elements  of  Pedagogy''  and  White's  "School  Management;'' 
for  second  year  "Painter's  History  of  Education,"  "Tompkins  Philos- 
ophy of  Teaching"  and  "Rosseau's  Einile."  The  recommendations 
of  the  committee  were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  institute.  At 
the  examinations  held  in  May  and  June  the  work  in  theory  of  teach- 
ing was  much  more  satisfactory  than  heretofore.  Nearly  all  the  ap- 
plicants for  certificates  gave  evidence  of  having  carefully  read  the 
course,  and  many  of  them  showed  quite  a  thorough  mastery  of  it. 

A  hopeful  sign  of  progress  is  the  fact  that  less  money  was  ex- 
pended this  year  than  in  previous  ones  for  costly  and  almost  useless 
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charts,  and  more  for  dictionaries,  cyclopedias  and  other  books  of 
reference. 

Of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (278)  teachers  employed  in 
our  schools  last  year  only  twenty -nine  (29)  were  beginners;  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  (135)  had  taught  five  or  more  years;  one  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  (18-8)  held  provisional  certificates,  and  ninety  (90) 
held  higher  grade  papers;  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  (121),  or  44 
per  cent.,  had  normal  school  training;  fifty  eight  (58),  or  21  per  cent., 
were  normal  graduates,  and  three  (3)  held  college  diplomas. 

Salaries  were  increased  in  thirteen  districts  and  decreased  in  two 
districts. 

The  term  was  lengthened  in  three  districts,  but  in  each  of  these 
districts  the  schools  were  already  kept  open  beyond  the  minimum 
term.  There  are  yet  nineteen  districts  in  the  county  in  which  the 
schools  are  kept  open  only  six  months  in  the  year. 

Six  districts  this  year  received  more  State  appropriation  than  they 
raised  by  taxation  for  school  purposes. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  our  teachers  during  the  past  year  were 
faithful  in  the  performance  of  their  various  duties  and  untiring  in 
tkeir  efforts  to  do  the  best  and  most  effective  work  in  the  different 
positions  in  which  they  labored. 

We  believe  that  as  a  class  they  accomplished  all  that  could  reason- 
ably be  expected  of  them  with  the  means  at  their  command. 

As  in  a  constitutional  republic  the  character  of  the  government  is 
determined  by  the  people,  so  under  the  provisions  of  our  school  sys- 
tem the  people  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  their  schools. 

The  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  greater  progress  and  more  rapid 
growth  of  popular  education  are  the  lack  of  a  more  thorough  and 
genuine  belief  in  the  value  of  education  to  the  individual  and  the 
nation,  the  consequent  indifference  of  the  people  in  the  cause,  and 
the  parsimonious  policy  that  characterizes  the  management  of  our 
schools. 

The  fact  that  in  so  many  districts  the  schools  are  kept  open  only 
six  months  in  the  year,  that  there  are  districts  receiving  more  State 
appropriation  than  they  raise  by  taxation  for  school  purposes  on  an 
average  tax  rate  of  less  than  two  and  one-half  mills,  that  so  little  is 
done  to  provide  proper  school  environment,  that  there  is  such  lack  of 
discrimination  in  the  employment  of  teachers,  and  that  apathy  and 
indifference  prevail  so  generally,  furnish  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  people  have  not  come  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
education  and  the  obligation  resting  upon  them  to  make  adequate 
provision  for  the  training  of  our  youth. 

There  must  be  a  larger  faith  and  more  liberal  support  from  the 
people  before  our  schools  will  accomplish  that  which  they  should 
do  for  1he  individual,  for  society  and  for  the  nation. 
4-5-95 
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This  year  closes  rny  official  relation  to  the  schools  of  Middletown, 
the  board  of  directors  of  that  district  having  recently  elected  a  bor- 
ough superintendent. 

The  schools  of  Middletown  have  made  great  progress  during  the 
last  few  years,  and  are  now  in  splendid  condition. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Weber,  the  faithful  and  efficient  supervisory  principal 
for  the  past  four  years,  to  whose  earnest  labor  much  of  the  present 
excellence  of  the  schools  is  due,  was  elected  superintendent.  Al- 
though no  longer  officially  connected  with  the  schools  of  this  bor- 
ough, we  shall  not  lose  our  interest  in  them.  We  trust  that  super- 
intendent and  teachers  will  have  the  hearty  support  of  the  people, 
and  their  labor  in  the  cause  be  rewarded  with  abundant  success. 

On  the  30th  day  of  June,  1894,  at  his  home  in  Harrisburg,  Samuel 
D.  Ingram,  the  first  superintendent  of  Dauphin  county,  passed  from 
labor  to  reward,  aged  almost  seventy  years.  Mr.  Ingram  was  born  at 
Centerville,  Chester  county,  Pa.  At  the  death  of  his  father,  which 
occurred  when  the  boy  was  but  six  years  old,  he  was  taken  into  the 
home  of  his  uncle,  Jonathan  Gause,  the  famous  Chester  county 
teacher,  at  whose  fireside  he  was  trained  and  in  whose  academy  he 
was  educated.  He  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
In  1837  he  came  to  Harrisburg  and  took  charge  of  the  boys'  high 
school,  which  position  he  held  until  3844,  when  he  was  made  prin- 
cipal of  the  girls'  high  school.  While  holding  this  position  he  was 
elected  county  superintendent  in  1854.  Indeed,  he  retained  his 
school  some  time  after  his  election  to  the  superintendency,  as  the 
salary  (£300  a  year)  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  him  in  giving  his 
entire  time  to  the  supervision  of  the  schools. 

He  served  as  county  superintendent  from  1854  to  I860,  and  again 
from  1872  to  1875,  fifteen  years  in  all. 

His  official  service  covered  a  period  when  there  was  great  opposi- 
tion to  the  office,  and  even  to  the  public  school  system. 

By  his  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  education,  his  untiring  efforts 
for  the  improvement  of  the  schools,  and  his  courteous  manner  towards 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  he  did  much  to  dispel  prejudice, 
quiet  carping  criticism,  and  rally  the  people  to  the  support  of  their 
schools. 

Mr.  Ingram  was  a  man  of  progressive  ideas.  In  his  first  report 
to  the  State  Superintendent,  he  advocated  the  establishment  of 
normal  schools,  and  a  number  of  other  measures  that  were  not 
adopted  till  many  years  later. 

After  retiring  from  the  superintendency  in  1875,  he  resumed  teach- 
ing in  Harrisburg,  and  continued  in  the  work  a  number  of  years, 
until  his  health  gave  way. 

The  closing  session  of  the  last  county  institute  was  devoted  to 
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special  exercises  in  honor  of  his  memory.  A  memorial  paper  was 
read  by  Mr.  L.  II.  Ganse,  after  which  short  but  appropriate  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Deputy  Superintendent  Henry  Houck,  Superin- 
tendents Foose,  McGiunes  and  McNeal,  Teachers  Hensel,  Miller,  Mil- 
lard, Director  G.  W.  Enders  and  others. 

Through  his  strong  personality, '  sympathetic  nature  and  genial 
disposition,  Mr.  Ingram  impressed  his  pupils  as  comparatively  few 
teachers  are  able  to  do. 

Scattered  through  many  states,  in  the  various  professions  and 
occupations  of  life  are  scores  of  men  and  women  who  were  pupils 
of  his,  or  were  ultimately  associated  with  him  in  work,  that  attribute 
much  of  what  they  are  and  their  success  in  life  to  the  aid,  sympathy 
and  encouragement  received  from  Samuel  D.  Ingram. 

Such  is  the  influence  of  a  noble  life,  spent  for  the  good  of  hu- 
manity. 


DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 

The  attendance  in  our  schools  was  greater  and  more  regular  than 
for  some  years.  I  take  this  as  an  indication  of  greater  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  people  in  the  work  done  by  the  public  schools. 

Additional  schools  were  opened  as  follows:  South  Chester,  Lower 
Chichester  two,  Collingdale,  Colwyn,  Media,  Radnor  and  Sharon  Hill. 

The  Radnor  township  schools,  fourteen  in  number,  have  been  care- 
fully graded.  Grammar  schools  have  been  established  at  Wayne 
and  at  Garrett  Hill  and  a  high  school  organized  at  Wayne. 

The  Lansdowne  high  school  graduated  its  first  class  this  year.  The 
class  consisted  of  three  young  ladies,  who  proved  themselves  thor- 
oughly prepared  in  the  course  of  study  provided.  The  age  of  each 
was  eighteen  years.  The  school  board  has  provided  a  course  of  study 
extending  over  a  period  of  ten  years,  the  last  three  of  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  high  school  course.  The  following  studies  make  up 
the  curriculum  for  the  high  school:  Etymology,  book-keeping  (double 
entry),  perspective  drawing,  natural  philosophy,  astronomy,  chem- 
istry, botany,  rhetoric,  higher  algebra,  plane  and  spherical  geometry, 
trigonometry,  Latin,  Caesar  and  Virgil,  English  and  general  history, 
English  and  American  literature.  Time  is  also  provided  for  a  careful 
review  of  the  common  English  branches. 

Swarthmore  borough  was  the  first  district  in  the  county  to  intro- 
duce manual  training  into  the  public  schools.  The  directors  secured 
the  services  of  a  teacher  who  had  made  special  preparation  for  this 
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kind  of  work.     The  advancement  made  during  the  first  year  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

South  Chester,  Darby  borough,  Media  and  Yeadcwu  employ  special 
teachers  in  drawing,  and  Lansdowne,  Media  and  Upland  employ 
special  teachers  in  vocal  music. 

The  districts  of  Aston,  Bethel,  Upper  Chichester,  Concord,  Haver 
ford,  Middletown,  Nether  and  Upper  Providence,  Rutledge,  Ridley, 
Sharon  Hill,  Springfield  and  Thornbury  presented  one  or  more  pupils 
for  examination  in  the  county  course  of  study. 

The  directors  of  Aston  township  had  the  Rockdale  school  painted 
inside  and  wainscoted.  The  yard  has  also  received  attention  and  is 
neatly  terraced.  Chester  township  and  Upper  Chichester  each  had  one 
of  their  school  houses  repainted.  Concord  school  No.  2  was  painted  in 
side  and  out  and  the  grounds  were  put  in  good  condition.  The  Pres- 
ton school  house  in  Haverford  township  and  the  Elwyn  school  house 
in  Middletown  township  were  repainted  and  refurnished,  neat  single 
desks  taking  the  place  of  the  old  double  desk  in  each  case.  Single 
desks  were  also  placed  in  one  of  the  South  Media  schools.  Nether 
Providence  township  and  in  the  East  Media  school  of  Media  borough. 
Slate  blackboards  were  placed  in  one  of  the  schools  of  Upper  Provi- 
dence. Very  few  of  the  schools  in  the  county  are  not  now  provided 
with  slate  blackboards.  The  directors  find  them  more  satisfactory 
and  just  as  cheap  as  any  other  board.  The  Kedron  school  in  Ridley 
township,  has  been  practically  remodelled  and  the  grounds  put  in 
good  condition.  The  directors  of  Yeadon  purchased  ground  adjoin- 
ing their  school  property  so  that  the  children  might  have  more  room 
for  play. 

The  directors  of  Lower  Chichester  built  a  two  story  addition  to 
their  Trainer  school,  giving  them  four  airy  rooms  in  a  building  which 
in  outward  appearance  compares  very  favorably  with  any  in  the 
county.  Collingdale  has  one  of  the  finest  two  story  buildings  to  be 
found  anywhere.  It  is  built  of  a  fine  quality  of  stone,  heated  with 
s'eam  and  supplied  with  all  necessary  apparatus.  It  is  furnished 
with  single  desks.  The  directors  of  Upper  Darby  have  built  a 
neat  and  attractive  brick  school  house  in  Cardington.  It  is  50x30 
feet,  one  story  high  and  contains  two  rooms.  It  is  heated  from 
heaters  in  the  cellar  and  is  furnished  with  slate  blackboards  and 
single  desks. 

The  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Teachers'  Association,  held 
in  Media  last  July,  had  a  stimulating  effect  upon  both  public  and 
private  schools.  Our  teachers  and  citizens  generally,  were  delighted 
v*ith  the  exercises,  and  the  impressions  made  are  remembered  with 
pleasure  and  profit.  The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  a  very  help- 
ful one  and  was  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  teaehors  and  other 
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patrons.  The  week  was  a  very  stormy  one,  hence  the  receipts  of  the 
institute  did  not  begin  to  meet  the  expenses.  Prof.  John  B.  DeMotte, 
Prof.  H.  W.  Elson,  Prof.  J.  D.  Gresh,  Dr.  George  M.  Philips,  Dr.  E. 
O.  Lyte  and  Dr.  Arnold  Tompkins  were  the  instructors  for  the  week. 

Two  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  winter  and  bad  weather 
interfered  with  the  financial  success  in  each  case.  The  day  sessions 
were  well  attended  and  much  interest  shown. 

The  directors'  association  held  two  meetings  during  the  year,  in 
which  the  usual  interest  was  taken.  The  time  was  occupied  in  dis- 
cussing subjects  bearing  upon  the  public  school  work.  Dr.  N.  0. 
Sehaett'er,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  gave  an  ad- 
mirable address  before  the  October  meeting. 

The  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  held  its  meetings 
regularly  every  six  weeks  during  the  school  term.  There  is  no  lack 
of  interest  in  these  meetings,  although  they  have  been  kept  up  in  the 
same  manner  for  the  last  seven  years.  In  many  districts  in  the 
county  the  directors  are  anxious  to  have  the  association  meet  with 
them,  and  send  invitations  tio  it  to  hold  its  next  session  in  their  dis- 
trict. 

There  were  only  ten  teachers  employed,  out  of  the  two  hundred 
and  twenty-two  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  county,  who  had  never 
taught.  Five  of  these  were  graduates  of  our  State  normal  schools 
and  five  held  provisional  certificates.  Of  the  latter,  two  received 
their  appointments  during  the  year  when  vacancies  occurred,  so  that 
we  started  the  last  school  term  with  eight  inexperienced  teachers, 
and  the  three  with  provisional  certificates  were  ail  employed  in 
the  same  district.  This  is  between  four  and  five  per  cent,  of  the 
teaching  force  of  the  county.  Five  new  school  districts  were  added 
to  the  list  during  the  year.  Aldan  borough  taken  from  Clifton 
TTeights,  Lansdowne  borough  taken  from  Upper  Darby,  Norwood  and 
Prospect  Park  boroughs  taken  from  Kidley  township,  and  Yeadon 
borough  taken  from  Darby  township. 

I  visited  every  school  in  the  county  twice,  many  of  them  three 
and  some*  of  them  four  times,  a  practice  I  have  kept  up  ever  since 
coming  into  office. 

The  recital  of  the  foregoing  facts  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
interest  taken  in  educational  matters  in  the  county. 

I  again  return  my  thanks  to  directors  and  teachers,  patrons  and 
press  for  their  hearty  co-operation  in  the  work  of  education  in  Dela- 
ware county. 
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ELK  COUNTY— W.  H.  Deveraux. 

In  submitting  niy  second  annual  report,  I  can  say  with  pleasure 
our  schools,  as  a  whole,  are  in  very  satisfactory  condition.  Our 
teachers,  many  of  them,  as  soon  as  tney  are  able  receive  training  in 
normal  schools,  and  many  of  them  complete  the  course.  Thus  our 
teachers  are  being  every  year  better  prepared  to  do  their  work.  Yet 
we  have  some  who  are  non-progressive  and  lack  interest  and  titness 
to  do  their  work. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  school  boards  will  aim  to  secure  teachers 
who  have  proved  to  be  the  most  proficient,  without  regard  to  the 
relationship  which  may  exist  between  some  member  of  the  school 
board  and  applicant.     Worthiness  alone  should  be  the  motive. 

The  institue  was  held  at  !St.  Mary's,  October  17th  to  22d  inclusive, 
and  every  effort  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  St.  Mary's  people  to 
make  it  pleasant  and  agreeable  as  possible  for  the  teachers.  It  has 
been  said  by  many  that  the  holding  of  the  institute  at  St.  Mary's 
awakened  a  sentiment  in  the  cause  of  education  which  was  pleasant 
to  behold.  The  instructors  were:  Superintendent  J.  M.  Coughliu, 
of  Wilkes-Barre;  Prof.  Byron  \Y.  King,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Prof. 
George  W.  Twitmyer,  of  Honesdale,  Pa.  The  lecturers  were:  Dr. 
N.  C.  Sckaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Rev. 
Kussel  H.  Conwell,  of  Philadelphia,  and  George  B.  Green,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

The  free  text  books,  without  doubt,  is  the  most  advanced  step  our 
law  makers  have  taken  for  the  public  schools  in  many  years.  The 
school  boards  are  to  be  congratulated  in  the  prompt  manner  they 
have  furnished  books  and  stationery. 

The  law  in  regard  to  "outhouses"  has  not  been  strictly  enforced  in 
some  of  the  districts  and  I  hope  the  directors  will  take  pride  in  this 
matter  and  comply  with  the  law. 

The  people  of  Johnsonburg  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  large 
two  story  brick  building.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  an  eminence 
commanding  the  town.  It  has  the  Smead  system  of  heating  and  ven- 
tilation. The  building  contains  eight  rooms,  with  ample  blackboard 
surface  in  every  room. 

The  Benzinger  school  board  has  made  it  compulsory  to  hold 
monthly  institutes,  and  the  good  results  to  the  teachers  are  very  no- 
ticeable. This  same  district  has  a  district  superintendent,  who  is 
required  to  visit  the  schools  once  a  month.  This  is  an  excellent  plan, 
and  T  sincerely  hope  other  districts  will  adopt  the  same  course. 
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I  have  visited  every  school  in  the  county,  many  the  second  time. 
During  my  visits  I  have  endeavored  to  make  suggestions  as  would 
best  enhance  the  progress  of  the  schools. 

Encouraging  as  the  work  of  the  past  year  has  been,  we  are  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  our  present  attainment,  but  hope  to  further 
improve  our  schools  the  coming  year. 


ERIE  COUNTY— Thomas  C.  Miller. 

I  am  happy  to  report  the  schools  of  this  county  in  good  condition 
and  I  close  the  work  of  the  year  with  much  satisfaction.  There  is 
yet  much  to  be  done,  but  we  have  all  put  in  a  year  of  hard  work 
and  the  effort  has  brought  about  good  results. 

Course  of  Study. 

Our  pupils  and  teachers  realize  more  than  ever  the  benefit  of  or- 
ganized, intelligent  effort.  More  interest  than  ever  has  been  shown 
in  the  course  of  study.  All  understand  that  the  common  school  is 
the  place  to  lay  the  foundation  of  an  education  and  that  here  they 
must  go  to  the  bottom  and  lay  every  stone  in  its  place.  One  hun- 
dred and  ten  (110)  pupils  completed  the  common  school  course  last 
year  and  next  year  many  of  them  will  be  in  our  normal  school  or  high 
schools. 

Erie  County  History. 

Miss  Laura  G.  Sanford,  of  Erie,  has  shown  her  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters  of  the  county  by  presenting  each  of  our  graduates 
with  a  History  of  Erie  County,  of  which  she  is  the  author. 

The  work  is  very  carefully  compiled  and  is  a  charming  and  val- 
uable book.  The  children  are  delighted  and  much  interest  is  added 
to  the  schools. 

Township  High  Schools. 

Mill  Creek  and  Harbor  Creek  townships  have  taken  the  lead  and 
erected  elegant  buildings  for  this  purpose;  Harbor  Creek  with  a  two 
room,  two  story  house,  and  Mill  Creek  with  a  four  room,  two  story 
building.  They  are  models  and  are  the  finest  in  the  county.  We 
expect  to  put  a  ninth  and  tenth  year  into  these  schools.  Other 
boards  of  directors  will  also  arrange  for  higher  grades. 
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Institutes. 

Our  county  institute  was  probably  the  most  successful  one  we  have 
ever  held.  The  benefit  will  be  lasting  in  moral  and  uplifting  in- 
fluence. With  such  men  for  instructors  as  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
E.  E.  White,  Dr.  M.  G.  Benedict,  Superintendent  Missimer  and  Pro- 
fessor Burns,  the  institute  cannot  fail  to  be  a  power  and  to  exert 
an  incalculable  amount  of  good. 

In  addition  to  the  county  institute  we  have  had  township  and  dis- 
trict institutes,  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

Conclusion. 

All  things  considered,  we  have  great  reason  for  encouragement 
and  thanksgiving.  Our  teachers  are  progressive  and  are  fast  becom- 
ing professional  men  and  women.  Our  pupils  are  taking  an  in- 
creased interest  in  the  schools.  Our  patrons  and  parents  are  awake 
to  the  interests  of  the  schools.  Our  directors  usually  are  liberal 
and  progressive.  Of  course,  there  are  some  drawbacks,  but  the 
whole  trend  is  upward  and  everything  is  organized  and  ready  for 
an  energetic  and  progressive  campaign  the  coming  year,  and  w«  look 
forward  with  much  hope. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— E.  F.  Porter. 

One  of  the  encouraging  features  that  I  have  to  report  of  the 
schools  of  our  county  is  a  steadily  increasing  interest  on  the  part 
of  almost  everybody.  Three  evidences  of  this  fact  exist,  viz:  (a)  lu- 
dhiduals  talkiug  school  matters;  (b)  Local  institutes;  (c)  County 
institute.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  last  two  is  phenomenal. 
The  lack  of  an  audience  was,  at  one  time,  the  great  drawback  to 
local  institutes.  A  few  teachers  would  assemble  (because  the  school 
boards  required  them),  and,  without  any  regular  outline  of  work, 
put  in  the  time,  and  then  go  home,  having  received  very  little  benefit 
from  the  meeting.  But  now,  how  changed  is  the  order  of  things  in 
this  particular.  Teachers,  without  any  remuneration,  come  miles 
to  attend  these  local  educational  gatherings,  and,  as  a  rule,  all  take 
some  part  in  the  institute.  Not  only  do  teachers  lend  a  helping  hand, 
but  patrons  become  enthusiastic  and  enter  into  the  discussion  of  edu- 
cational questions,  thereby  making  the  work  of  teaching  co-opera- 
tive between  teacher  and  patrons.  The  dread  of  empty  seats  no 
longer  harasses  the  teacher,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fear  of  iisuf- 
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ficient  seating  capacity  engages  his  thought.  Local  institutes  were 
held  in  some  rural  districts  this  year  for  the  first  time,  and  the  suc- 
cess in  every  case  was  gratify ing.  The  county  institute  grows  in  im- 
portance from  year  to  year.  We  had  enrolled  this  year  375  teachers 
out  of  400  in  the  county.  Every  session  brought  an  overcrowded 
house.  The  meetings  were  patronized  by  ministers,  lawyers,  doc- 
tors, business  men,  and,  in  fact,  by  all  classes.  We  are  indebted  to 
the  ministers  of  Uniontown  for  valuable  services  rendered,  among 
whom  were  Drs.  Boyle  and  Millholland,  Revs.  King  and  Flattenburg. 
I  have  received  many  congratulations  from  teachers  upon  the  practi- 
cal talks  given  by  the  day  instructors.  This  feature  of  the  insti 
tute  is  encouraging,  for  practical  instruction  has  been  the  end  in 
view  when  engaging  institute  workers  during  my  two  years.  The 
following  parts  of  the  week's  programme  were  a  grand  success: 
School  exhibit,  teachers'  sessions,  directors'  day,  and  initiatory  steps 
to  grade  the  rural  schools.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
a  course  of  study  for  the  schools  of  the  county.  This  committee 
expects  to  have  its  work  finished  in  time  for  the  several  boards  of 
the  county  to  adopt  the  course  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  school 
term. 

The  following  were  the  day  instructors:  Dr.  Eli  F.  Brown,  River- 
side, Cal. ;  Dr.  The®.  B.  Noss,  California,  Pa. ;  L.  B.  Sperry,  Bellevue, 
Ohio;  Supt.  Samuel  Hamilton,  Allegheny,  Pa.;  Prof.  S.  G.  Smith, 
Ada,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Princess  C.  Long,  Paris,  Ky.;  Supt.  J.  M.  Berkey, 
Somerset  county;  Miss  Gertrude  Edmund,  East  Stroudsburg;  Dr.  T. 
N.  Boyle,  Uniontown.  Evening  entertainers:  H.  H.  Emmett,  Ohio; 
Frank  G.  Carpenter,  Washington,  D.  C;  Hon.  R.  G.  Horr,  Michigan; 
Hon.  M.  D.  Harter,  Ohio,  and  Amphion  Concert,  Pittsburgh. 

The  following  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year:  Con- 
nellsville  township  a  fine  brick  building  of  four  rooms,  at  White 
Rocks;  North  Union,  a  splendid  four  room  brick  house  at  Park  Addi- 
tion, a  two  room  building  at  Lemont;  Franklin,  a  new  frame  house  at 
Elm  Grove;  Stewart  two  frame  buildings  to  take  the  place  of  the 
two  houses  that  were  burnt  during  the  year,  viz:  Kentuck  and 
Greenbrier.  Grindstone,  Redstone  township,  and  Point  Marion  bor- 
ough had  each  an  additional  room  built. 

The  free  text  book  law  is  giving  general  satisfaction.  The  direct- 
ors, in  some  districts,  last  year  refused  to  furnish  supplies  to  the 
children,  failing  to  understand  that  that  part  of  the  law  is  as  obliga- 
tory as  the  part  that  refers  to  free  books.  But,  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  difficulty  overcome  this  year.  I  had  only  two  or  three  cases 
reported  by  teachers,  and  when  I  went  to  the  board,  and  laid  the 
matter  before  its  members,  they  agreed  to  buy  the  necessary  sup- 
plies, and  thereafter  all  trouble  and  complaint  ceased. 
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Visitations. 

My  work  of  visiting  was  much  impeded  on  account  of  the  severe 
winter,  blizzards,  snow  drifts,  etc.  There  were  several  schools  I 
co  aid  not  reach,  and  again,  I  reached  a  good  many  to  hnd  them 
closed.  The  serious  failing  that  I  find  on  the  part  of  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  our  teachers  is  a  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  science  of  teach- 
ing. So  many  teachers  have  no  just  conception  as  to  the  natural 
order  of  development  of  the  human  mind.  To  overcome  this  serious 
defect  1  agreed,  at  the  county  institute,  to  make  some  standard 
works  on  the  science  and  art  of  teaching  a  basis  of  my  examinations 
the  ensuing  year,  in  theory  of  teaching.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  select  the  text  books,  and  the  said  committee  reported  in  favor  of 
"White's  School  Management"  and  "Educational  Foundations.''  The 
committee's  report  was  heartily  received  by  the  institute. 

The  following  districts  had  longer  terms  than  six  months:  Union- 
town,  nine  months;  Connellsville,  nine  months;  Brownsville,  nine 
months;  Belle  Vernon,  eight  months;  Bridgeport,  eight  months; 
Dunbar  borough,  eight  months;  Dawson,  eight  months;  Masontown, 
eight  months;  Fayette  City,  eight  months;  New  Haven,  eight  mouths; 
Brownsville  township,  seven  months;  Connellsville  township,  seven 
mouths;  Dunbar  township,  seven  months;  Fairchance,  seven  months; 
Franklin,  seven  months;  North  Union,  seven  months;  South  Union, 
seven  months;  Upper  Tyrone,  seven  months.  Dunbar  township  and 
Spring  Hill  township  reduced  their  terms  one  month  from  last  year, 
and  Brownsville  township  increased  its  term  one  month  over  last 
year. 

Increase  in  number  of  schools:  Brownsville  one,  Connellsville  two, 
Connellsville  township  one,  Dunbar  township  one,  North  Union  four, 
Redstone  one,  Point  Marion  one,  Upper  Tyrone  one. 

Conclusion. 

i  feel  encouraged  over  the  present  condition  of  our  schools,  but 
they  are  not  yet  what  they  should  be.  The  acme  of  their  greatness 
will  be  attained  only  by  a  united  effort  of  heart  and  brain  on  the  part 
of  teachers,  directors,  patrons,  county  superintendent  and  all  friends 
of  the  free  school  system — that  system  of  popular  education — the 
richest  legacy  ever  bequeathed  the  people  of  any  country. 

My  relations  with  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  have  been 
as  pleasant  this  year  as  they  were  last,  and  for  the  prompt  replies 
to  my  inquiries,  and  for  the  many  courtesies  bestowed,  T  am  truly 
grateful. 
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FOREST  COUNTY— Agnes  Kerr. 

My  report  is  written  under  embarrassing  circumstances,  not  hav- 
ing received  my  commission  until  May  24th,  and  owing  to  the  sick- 
ness and  death  of  my  predecessor,  my  beloved  brother. 

The  report  should  embrace  what  took  place  during  the  part  of  the 
year  served  by  him  and  with  which  he  was  familiar. 

The  statistical  report  is  made  from  the  records  kept  by  him,  and  I 
believe  is  correct  in  all  its  details. 

At  most  I  could  only  say  what  I  know  of  the  workings  of  the 
schools  of  our  county  in  a  general  manner,  simply  as  a  teacher,  not 
having  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  our  schools  and  observing 
the  work  done.  With  this  apology  for  my  brief  report,  after  thank- 
ing the  local  press,  directors  and  other  educational  friends  for  many 
courtesies  extended,  I  think  proper  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing tribute  to  the  memory  of  my  predecessor: 

Obituary.     (Written  by  a  Friend.) 

On  May  10,  1895,  the  educational  interests  of  Forest  county  were 
shocked  by  the  unexpected  death  of  Superintendent  George  \V.  Kerr, 
of  Tionesta,  Fa. 

His  sickness  was  severe  and  of  less  than  two  weeks'  duration.  In 
the  last  month  or  so,  while  in  the  best  of  health  and  good  humor, 
it  seems  as  though  nearly  every  person  in  the  county  had  seen  him 
and  enjoyed  his  social  magnetism,  so  great  was  his  disposition  to 
mingle  with  his  friends,  teachers  and  pupils. 

He  was  born  near  Tylersburg,  Clarion  county,  Pa.,  January  20, 
1S53.  In  his  youth  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  afterwards 
went  to  the  State  normal  school  at  Edinboro.  He  was  a  stone  mason 
by  trade,  and  during  the  summer  used  to  spend  some  time  at  this 
work,  which  accounts  for  his  physical  development. 

He  taught  for  several  years  in  district  schools  near  his  early  home, 
always  delighting  in  the  most  unruly  schools  the  directors  could  find 
for  him.  Discipline  seemed  to  be  natural  and  easy  where  he  taught. 
Bad  boys  became  good  workers.  Girls  quit  giggling.  No  one  knew 
why. 

The  children  became  inspired;  George  Kerr  was  teaching.  In  1883 
he  became  principal  of  the  Tionesta  schools.  His  work  here  was 
satisfactory,  as  shown  by  his  promotion  to  the  office  of  county  super- 
intendent of  Forest  county  in  1887.  He  was  re-elected  in  1890  and 
again  in  1893. 
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Mr.  Kerr's  genial  good  nature  endeared  him  to  everybody.  In 
order  to  remain  displeased  at  anything  he  said  or  did  it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  away  from  him,  so  great  was  his  power  to  charm  and 
win.  He  was  a  born  leader,  a  man  of  excellent  judgment  and  entered 
heartily  into  everything  he  undertook.  He  was  liberal  and  kind 
in  disposition,  yet  firm  in  his  decisions. 

As  a  superintendent  he  was  able  and  sensible;  as  a  politician  he 
was  open  and  frank,  and  probably  exerted  a  greater  influence  in  his 
county  during  the  last  ten  years  than  any  other  man.  He  no  doubt 
had  some  faults,  as  most  uall  round"  men  have.  He  was  universally 
loved,  admired  and  respected. 

His  last  work  was  a  written  list  of  the  utterances  of  Christ  on  the 
Cross,  which  he  prepared  for  his  Sunday  school  lesson  and  sent  with 
one  of  his  classmates,  he  having  been  taken  ill  before  the  hour  of 
meeting. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— W.  F.  Zumbio. 

During  the  year  just  closed  we  have  been  pleased  to  see  evidences 
of  progress  along  many  lines  of  the  great  work  of  public  education 
in  our  county.  Public  sentiment  in  favor  of  better  schools  has  not 
often  been  so  thoroughly  aroused  as  it  is  to-day.  There  have  been 
eras  in  every  department  of  the  world's  history.  There  are  eras  in 
educational  thought  and  progress,  as  well  as  in  religion,  politics, 
science,  art  and  literature.  That  we  have  entered  a  new  educational 
era  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  directors,  teachers  and  people  every- 
where are  becoming  more  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with  schools  and 
school  conditions  as  they  are,  and  are  putting  forth  such  efforts  as 
will  bring  thein  up  more  nearly  to  what  they  ought  to  be. 

A  more  systematic  plan  of  work  in  the  rural  ungraded  schools  of 
our  county  is  no  longer  a  seeming  possibility,  but  an  absolute  neces- 
sity. The  matter  of  a  graded  system  has  been  discussed  and  redis- 
cussed  for  years,  and  our  people  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
time  for  discussion  has  euded  and  that  now  is  the  time  to  act.  To  this 
end.  a  resolution  was  offered  and  unanimously  adopted  atthe  last  meet- 
ing of  the  county  institute,  setting  forth  the  needs  of  a  graded  course 
of  study,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  or  recommend 
such  a  plan  as  will  meet  our  requirements.  This  committee  met  and 
decided  upon  a  course  which  will  be  presented  to  the  various  boards 
<•!'  tlic  county  for  adoption,  after  their  organization  in  June. 
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The  more  I  see  and  know  of  the  work  of  our  ungraded  schools, 
the  more  do  I  realize  the  need  for  a  better  system.  In  too  many  cases 
the  boys  and  girls,  very  often  assisted  by  their  parents,  who  studied 
only  the  three  R's  when  they  went  to  school,  set  themselves  up  as 
judges  in  the  matter  as  to  what  is  best  to  be  taught  and  learned,  and, 
as  a  result,  too  many  of  them  are  not  studying  the  branches  of  the 
school  curriculum  as  laid  down  by  law  to  be  pursued  in  the  common 
schools  of  our  State.  This  condition  of  affairs  is  not  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  negligence,  or  even  to  lack  of  tact,  on  the  part  of  teachers. 
They,  as  a  rule,  are  as  much  dissatisfied  with  the  means  at  hand  for 
classification  as  any  one.  The  trouble  is,  the  natural  incentive  to 
study  is  too  far  off.  If  we  can  succeed  in  making  this  incentive  more 
tangible,  we  think  the  difficulty  can  be  overcome.  This  is  one  of  the 
evils  that  the  graded  system  seeks  to  correct.  To  be  contented  with 
conditions  as  they  are,  without  any  effort  to  make  them  better,  makes 
contentment  a  vice  instead  of  a  virtue.  With  the  aid  of  directors 
and  teachers,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  report  a  general  revival  in  the 
work  of  our  ungraded  schools  next  year. 

We  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  except  one,  and  forty-one 
were  visited  a  second  time.  With  but  few  exceptions,  the  schools 
were  getting  on  as  well  as  could  be  expected  under  present  condi- 
tions. The  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  earnest,  active  and  energetic. 
Many  of  them  have  had  but  little  previous  experience,  but,  by  their 
work,  show  that  they  are  no  less  zealous,  and  in  many  cases  more 
successful  than  are  some  of  those  long  in  the  field.  The  salary,  in 
six  of  the  districts  was  reduced  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  dollars 
per  month.  This  reduction  was  made  not  because  of  inferior  work 
done  but  because  of  a  prevailing  opinion  that  teachers  should  feel 
the  effects  of  a  financial  panic  as  well  as  those  in  other  departments. 
We  have  not  heard  of  any  reductions  in  minister's  salary,  in  doctor's 
bill,  or  in  lawyer's  fees,  but  the  teacher  had  to  suffer  for  the  sake 
of  economy.  In  but  one  district  was  the  length  of  term  reduced. 
In  the  others  it  remained  the  same  as  the  preceding  year. 

One  of  the  houses  at  Mongul,  in  Southampton  district,  was  dam- 
aged by  a  storm,  and  the  two  schools  at  that  place  were  consolidated. 
In  Quincy  district  one  school  was  closed  on  account  of  the 
small  number  of  pupils.  New  houses  were  built  in  Letterkenny, 
Hamilton  and  Waynesboro',  and  an  additional  teacher  was  employed 
at  Rouzerville,  in  Washington  district.  New  furniture  was  placed  in 
many  of  the  houses  of  the  county,  Peters'  district  taking  the  lead 
in  this  matter  by  supplying  four  of  her  houses.  There  are  now  but 
fifteen  houses  in  the  county  not  improved  by  patent  furniture. 

The  board  of  Washington  district  adopted  a  course  of  study  for 
the  township  high  schools  at  Rouzerville  and  Plain  Hill. 
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Sixteen  public  examinations  were  held,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
provisional  and  thirteen  professional  certificates  were  granted;  forty- 
five  applicants  were  rejected.  One  hundred  and  three  teachers  were 
employed  who  hold  provisional  certificates,  fifty-one  hold  profes- 
sional, seventy-nine  permanent,  and  seventy-one  normal  school  di- 
plomas. 

The  county  institute,  held  November  19-23,  was  the  great  educa- 
tional event  of  the  year.  We  were  most  fortunate  in  the  selection  of 
our  corps  of  day  instructors.  They  were  all  first-class  and  did  our 
teachers  and  all  who  attended  much  good.  The  musical  depart- 
ment was  a  new  feature  much  appreciated  by  all.  Our  corps  was  as 
follows:  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  E.  T.  Jeff ers,  Prof.  E.  W.  Newton, 
Dr.  Charles  C.  Boyer,  Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Dr. 
Jos.  F.  Barton  and  Miss  Sara  Spencer.  The  evening  entertainments 
were  given  by  Charles  H.  Fitzwilliam,  Hon.  James  M.  Beck,  Schu- 
mann Concert  Company  and  Eli  Perkins. 

The  county  was  divided  into  ten  local  institute  districts,  and  a 
committee  of  arrangements  was  appointed  for  each.  Eight  very  in- 
teresting local  institutes  were  held  as  follows:  Scotland,  Upper  Stras- 
burg,  New  Franklin,Mercersburg,  Lemaster,  Greencastle,  Waynesboro 
and  Orrstown.  All  these  meetings,  except  the  last,  were  in  ses- 
sion two  days,  and  in  one  of  them  (Greencastle  and  Antrim  district) 
the  teachers  were  allowed  one  day's  pay  for  their  attendance.  Ar- 
rangements had  been  made  for  a  meeting  in  St.  Thomas,  but  unfor- 
tunately for  them,  the  snow  storm  stepped  in  and  took  the  date,  and 
the  institute  did  not  materialize.  These  meetings  were  well  attended 
by  teachers,  directors,  parents  and  pupils  and  were  productive  of 
much  good.  The  various  committees  deserve  special  praise  for  the 
excellent  programmes  arranged  and  the  highly  satisfactory  manner 
in  wiiich  they  discharged  their  duties. 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  seems  to  have  been  thoroughly  aroused, 
and  is  taken  up  by  the  schools  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  Flag  rais- 
ing, with  appropriate  ceremonies,  seems  to  be  the  order  of  exercises 
on  our  national  holidays.  And  not  only  is  the  flag  raised  over  the 
buildings,  but  in  very  many  instances  does  it  form  the  chief  decora- 
tion on  the  inside. 

With  thanks  to  all  those  who  have  so  kindly  aided  me  by  words 
of  encouragement  and  advice  I  close  this  report,  looking  hopefully 
forward  to  another  vear's  work. 
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FULTON  COUNTY— Clem  Chesnut. 

The  school  year  '94-95  holds  in  its  closed  pages  much  cheer  and 
encouragement  for  true  friends  of  public  schools,  who  reflect  on  the 
enthusiasm  and  interest  of  (many)  teachers,  patrons  and  directors, 
as  shown  by  more  and  better  work  (especially  primary)  and  greater 
u umber  of  visits  than  during  preceding  year. 

I  was  accompanied  by  more  than  three  times  as  many  directors 
(in  several  cases  by  four  and  five  of  a  board)  as  in  preceding  year. 

There  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  much  to  discourage,  as  lazy,  careless, 
dead,  but  not  buried  teachers,  directors  having  the  lowest  possible 
conception  of  the  office,  its  duties  and  responsibilities,  not  to  men- 
tion their  oath,  and  patrons  who  destroy  a  school,  if  they  can,  solely 
because  the  teacher  is  not  their  personal  choice. 

All  discouraging  elements  mentioned  are  fast  passing  away,  but 
not  fast  enough.  It  seems  there  has  been  a  great  increase  of  profes- 
sional zeal  and  public  interest  during  the  last  term. 

Speed  the  good  work. 

Free  text  books  have  been  a  blessing  unequalled  where  teachers 
are  alive. 

I  am  a  firm  believer  in  a  compulsory  school  law,  both  as  to  neces- 
sity for  and  efficiency  of,  if  drastic  enough  to  compel,  and  founded  on 
common  sense.  I  hardly  think  Mr.  Farr  ever  taught  in  schools  like 
part  of  ours  are. 

The  strongest  force  we  have  for  upbuilding  the  schools  and  edu- 
cating public  opinion  (local  institutes)  was  in  the  main  well  directed 
and  handled.  About  sixty  were  held.  Attendance  and  zeal  will 
have  much  to  do  with  practice  mark  and  recommendations. 

County  institute  was  a  practical  success,  being  conducted,  to  a 
great  extent,  by  our  very  best  teachers. 

Near  seventy  actual  and  prospective  teachers  have  signed  a  re- 
quest that  each  district  devote  two  mills  in  addition  to  appropria- 
tion to  payment  of  salaries.  This  would  give  a  very  material  in- 
crease in  Ayr,  Belfast,  Bethel,  Brush  Creek,  Dublin,  Licking  Creek, 
Tompson  and  Tod.  Each  of  these,  except  Ayr,  made  a  profit  out  of 
appropriation  last  year,  after  paying  all  salaries  and  institute  at- 
tendance.    Profits  ranged  from  $3.27  to  |162.18. 

We  need  to  spend  well  what  we  receive  more  than  we  need  to 
receive  more  appropriation. 

A  few  teachers  (not  the  best  by  any  means)  are  opposed  to  move 
for  two  mills  plus  appropriation  for  salaries. 
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The  charitable  view  is,  they  doubtless  know  the  true  value  of  their 
work  and  being  conscientious,  must  quit  if  salaries  are  increased. 

Examinations  and  markings  were  rigid  and  many  failures  resulted. 
The  same  course,  intensified,  will  be  held  to  this  year,  and  those  who 
have  scholarship  but  do  not  exercise  what  powers  they  possess,  will 
be  dropped,  and  boards  will  be  discouraged  from  employing  those 
who  do  not  have  to  be  examined,  who  lack  energy  and  push. 

Shall  try  to  issue  enough  certificates,  with  permanents  and  others, 
to  just  about  fill  the  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  done  what  I  tried  to  do, 
viz:  My  "duty."  If  I  have  seemed  harsh  and  exacting  to  teachers, 
directors  or  patrons,  please  remember  the  discouraging  circum- 
stances under  which  our  labors  began,  the  sloth  and  carelessness 
which  were  sapping  the  blood  of  the  system,  and  above  all.  it  is  a 
serious  work  for  all  concerned,  and  "duty"  should  be  done. 


GREENE  COUNTY— E.  D.  Stewart. 

During  the  closing  year  there  has,  no  doubt,  been  an  advancement 
in  the  efficiency  of  our  schools,  but  still  the  highest  ideals  of  the  best 
friends  of  education  are  unrealized.  There  are  many  difficulties  in 
the  way,  among  which  are  low  salaries,  frequent  changes  of  teachers, 
false  economy  in  the  purchase  of  paper,  pencils,  chalk,  and  other 
"supplies."  failure  to  have  the  supplies  ready  at  the  opening  of  the 
term.  etc.  But  in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  there  is  a  steady  forward 
movement.  For  example,  in  1882,  but  sixty-seven  school  rooms  had 
patent  desks.  The  number  has  now  reached  over  two  hundred. 
During  the  last  two  years  thirty  houses  have  been  supplied  with 
furniture,  and  a  few  years  more  will  mark  the  disappearance  of  the 
last  notched,  scratched,  rackety  poplar  desk  so  common  a  few  years 
ago.  Poplar  blackboards  are  going,  too,  and  slate  blackboards, 
which  need  no  painting  or  repairing,  and  which  are  always  ready  for 
use,  are  being  placed  in  most  of  the  new  houses  when  built,  and  are 
also  being  supplied  for  many  of  the  old  ones. 

The  county  institute  was  well  attended.  Of  the  210  teachers,  195 
were  present  at  the  opening,  and  198  were  enrolled  during  the  ses- 
sion. The  evening  lecturers  were  Will  Carleton,  Col.  J.  P.  Sanford 
and  Dr.  A.  A.  Willfte.  The  day  instructors  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Dr.  Theo.  B.  Noss,  Mrs.  Noss.  Supt  J.  M.  Berkey,  Prof.  Geo.  E. 
Little  and  Dr.  A.  B.  Miller.  No  corps  of  instructors  and  lecturers 
ever  gave  more  universal  satisfaction  at  a  Greene  county  institute. 
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The  week  before  most  of  our  schools  opened,  educational  meetings 
were  held  at  live  points  so  located  that  at  least  one  of  them  couid 
be  easily  reached  by  any  teacher  of  the  county.  With  one  exception, 
these  meetings  were  well  attended  by  teachers  and  citizens,  and 
much  interest  was  manifested.  The  objects  of  holding  these  meet- 
ings just  before  the  opening  of  the  term  were: 

1.  To  discuss  subjects  which  teachers  should  consider  at  this  time, 
such  as  organization,  program,  seating,  course  of  study,  distribution 
of  text-books,  etc. 

2.  To  get  the  teachers  more  thoroughly  interested  before  they  at- 
tempt to  interest  and  instruct  their  pupils. 

3.  To  get  the  parents  interested  so  as  to  secure  better  attendance 
at  the  opening  of  the  term. 

4.  To  encourage  united  effort  among  teachers,  directors  and  pa- 
trons. Valuable  assistance  was  rendered  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Davis  of  the 
Clarion  State  Normal  School,  who  was  with  us  during  the  week  and 
gave  many  practical  and  helpful  suggestions.  Our  thanks  are  due 
to  Supt.  Tombaugh  for  his  presence  and  participation  in  the  meeting 
at  Sycamore. 

Teachers  are  realizing  more  than  ever  that  in  order  to  keep  them- 
selves wide  awake  in  their  profession,  they  must  give  it  thought  out- 
side of  the  six  months  they  are  in  the  school  room. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for  teachers  of  scholarship,  skill  and 
experience.  When  teachers  are  employed,  school  boards  hear  from 
every  side  such  requests  as,  "Give  us  a  good  scholar  for  our  school," 
''Give  us  a  teacher  that  knows  how  to  interest  the  children,"  "Give  us 
an  experienced  teacher,"  etc.  May  the  time  speedily  come  when  the 
people  will  demand  for  all  the  schools  what  each  now  demands  for 
his  own — the  very  best  teachers  available.  May  the  time  soon  come 
when  directors  will  universally  recognize  the  value  of  our  best 
teachers  and  never  set  aside  such  a  one  for  a  teacher  inferior  in  skill 
and  scholarship,  merely  for  the  sake  of  "passing  the  favors  around," 
or  on  account  of  false  ideas  of  economy. 

The  extraordinary  progress  which  our  nation  is* making  in  the  arts 
and  sciences  calls  for  more  thorough  preparation  for  the  duties  of 
life.  The  public  schools  are  to  be  the  chief  agent  in  this  preparation. 
Let  us  all  join  in  making  them  a  more  efficient  agent,  and  do  all  we 
can  to  aid  our  young  people  in  preparing  for  usefulness,  for  better 
citizenship,  for  truer,  nobler  manhood  and  womanhood. 


5-5-95 
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HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— S.  G.  Rudy. 

The  year  just  closed  was  marked  by  a  steady  forward  movement 
in  the  school  work  of  the  county.  The  sentiment  is  general  that,  as  a 
whole,  we  have  had  a  prosperous  school  year.  Only  thirty-eight 
inexperienced  teachers  were  employed.  {Seventy-two  had  taugnt 
hve  or  more  years,  and  thirty-two  held  higher  grade  certificates.  An 
increased  enrolment  over  last  year,  a  higher  standard  of  scholarship 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  the  healthy  educational  sentiment 
existing  throughout  the  county,  are  the  best  evidences  of  educational 
growth  and  progress. 

The  county  institute  was  held  Nov.  12-16.  Of  the  many  good  insti- 
tutes held  in  our  county,  this  was  universally  conceded  to  be  the  best. 
The  instruction  given  was  of  great  practical  value  and  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  to  hold  the  undivided  attention  of  the  large  audiences 
throughout  the  various  sessions.  It  could  not  well  be  otherwise 
with  such  an  able  corps  of  instructors  as  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  M. 
G.  Brumbaugh,  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  fcsupts.  J.  M.  Berkey  and  W.  M. 
Denson.  Prof.  S.  G.  Smith,  as  musical  director,  gave  excellent  ser- 
vice aud  proved  himself  a  master  in  his  line. 

The  evening  lecturers  were,  Muj.  H.  C.  Dane,  John  K.  Clarke,  Dr.  J. 
O.  Wilson  and  a  concert  by  the  Schumann  Quartette.  It  was  a  week 
of  intellectual  enjoyment  long  to  be  remembered. 

This  was  also  a  year  of  unusual  activity  in  the  local  institute  work. 
Twenty-two  local  institutes  and  twelve  educational  meetings  were 
held  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  This  work  was  voluntary  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers  and  directors,  and  much  credit  is  due  both 
for  the  enterprise  and  zeal  manifested  along  this  line.  It  is  the  best 
test  of  the  educational  pulse  of  a  community.  In  a  few  districts  no 
meetings  were  held.  It  is  to  be  hoped  this  year  that  every  district 
will  be  in  line.  "Whether  it  shall  be  so  or  not  will  depend  largely 
upon  the  teachers  of  those  districts. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Orbisonia  and  Mt.  Union. 
The  former  graduated  five  and  the  latter  three.  On  both  occasions 
the  greatest  interest  was  manifested  by  patrons  and  citizens.  These 
exercises  are  efficient  agencies  in  educating  public  sentiment  and 
arousing  a  great  interest  in  public  education. 

Two  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  a  number 
of  others  substantially  repaired. 

Petersburg,  formerly  a  part  of  Logan  township,  was  by  a  decree 
of  court  formed  into  a  separate  district.  Among  the  improvements 
made  were,  establishing  an  additional  school,  increasing  the  length 
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of  the  term  from  six  to  eight  months,  and  the  election  of  a  principal 
and  subsequent  grading  of  the  schools. 

During  the  year  thirty-one  public  examinations  were  held  and 
several  "specials."  At  these,  340  applicants  were  examined.  On  ac- 
count of  a  higher  standard  of  qualifications  a  goodly  number  of  these 
were  rejected. 

Reference  to  the  statistical  report  for  the  year  will  show  that  two 
hundred  and  sixty  official  visits  were  made,  or  thirty-two  more  than 
the  whole  number  of  schools.  Of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
schools  in  the  county,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  were  visited  by 
directors. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way 
aided  in  advancing  the  educational  interests  of  the  county  during  the 
past  year.  The  cordial  support  received  from  directors,  teachers 
and  citizens  has  been  a  source  of  inspiration  to  the  writer.  To  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  our  thanks  are  due  for  the  prompt 
and  courteous  treatment  received. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— A.  M.  Hammers. 

Along  with  the  statistical  report  for  Indiana  county  for  the 
school  year  ending  June,  181)5, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing written  report: 

The  schools  of  Indiana  county  are  progressing.  Each  year  they 
are  developing  a  higher  degree  of  efficiency.  The  school  year  just 
closed  is  marked  by  a  decided  advancement  in  educational  interests 
in  nearly  every  district.  There  are  many  interesting  features  con- 
nected with  the  work  of  the  year  which  I  had  hoped  to  touch  upon  in 
this  report;  but,  having  been  notified  by  the  Department  that  brevity 
is  desired,  I  shall  omit  everything  except  leading  features. 

There  have  been  five  houses  built  during  the  year;  one  in  Banks 
township,  one  in  Canoe,  one  in  Center,  and  two  in  Green.  They  are 
well  finished  one-room  buildings,  and  are  supplied  with  excellent 
furniture  and  blackboards.  I  am  glad  to  report  that,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, all  of  the  245  houses  of  the  county  are  in  good  condition, 
and  that  many  of  them  are  a  credit  to  the  districts  in  which  they  are 
located.  Of  the  entire  number,  all  except  ten  are  supplied  with 
modern  furniture,  and  in  a  number  of  districts  slate  blackboards  are 
used  exclusively. 

The  law  making  text-books  and  supplies  free  is  having  a  good 
effect  upon  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  as  well  as  upon  the  regu- 
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larity  of  attendance.  In  the  average  percentage  of  attendance  for 
the  year  ending  J  une,  lb04,  I  hnd  that  we  rank  sixteenth  among  the 
counties  of  the  {State;  and  that  for  the  year  just  closed  we  have  a 
still  higher  percentage.  This  is  certainly  a  record  of  which  we  have 
reason  to  be  proud.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  for  the  year 
reached  a  total  of  11,421,  being  a  gain  of  179  over  the  enrolment  of 
the  preceding  year.  From  careful  estimates  furnished  by  the  teach- 
ers of  the  different  districts,  I  find  that  there  were  271  between  the 
ages  of  6  and  16  years,  who  were  not  in  school  at  all  during  the  term. 
Let  us  hope,  that  the  compulsory  law  recently  passed  will  make  any 
future  report  of  this  kind  unnecessary. 

I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  our  teachers  will  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  any  other  section  of  the  State.  They  are  wide-awake 
and  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  times.  By  requiring  a  higher 
grade  of  scholarship  each  year  and  the  use  of  modern  methods  in 
the  school  room,  the  dead-alive  teacher  has  been  brought  back  to  ped- 
agogical life  and  usefulness,  or  has  given  place  to  others;  mechan- 
ical rote-work  has  been  banished  to  a  great  extent,  and  intelligent 
teaching  is  the  rule  and  not  the  exception. 

Our  directors  are  worthy  of  a  word  of  commendation.  As  a  rule, 
they  are  intelligent,  conscientious  and  progressive  men,  who  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  office  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  who 
are  at  all  times  willing  to  sacrifice  personal  interests  to  the  good  of 
the  schools.  It  is  true  that  in  some  things — especially  in  the 
amount  of  money  expended  for  school  purposes — Indiana  county 
does  not  make  a  very  commendable  showing,  but  this  is  not  the  fault 
of  the  directors — it  is  rather  attributable  to  a  spirit  of  false  economy 
insisted  upon  by  their  constituency.  My  experience  is  that  directors 
are  willing  and  anxious  to  do  more  for  our  schools  than  the  people 
wish  to  have  done. 

The  number  of  visits,  official  and  otherwise,  made  to  the  different 
schools  of  the  county  during  the  year  reaches  the  grand  total  of 
6,033.  Of  these  6,053  were  made  by  patrons  and  others,  561  were 
made  by  directors,  and  310  were  made  by  inyself.  The  mention  of 
the  personal  visits  made,  calls  to  mind  weeks  of  wearisome  drives 
through  mud,  rain,  snow  and  blizzards.  Verily  the  county  superin- 
tendent who  faithfully  discharges  his  duties  does  not  find  the  office  a 
sinecure. 

During  June  and  July,  1804,  twenty-four  regular  examinations  were 
held  and  one  "special."  In  all  there  were  620  applicants  examined, 
182  of  whom  were  rejected.  Of  the  remainder,  3  were  granted  pro- 
fessional certificates  and  444  were  granted  provisionals.  Of  the 
280  teachers  employed,  25  were  graduates  of  a  State  Normal  School, 
20  held  permanent  certificates,  25  held  "professionals,"  and  205  held 
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"provisionals."  Of  the  entire  number  employed,  55  had  had  no  pre- 
vious experience,  and  57  had  taught  five  or  more  annual  terms.  Ten 
examinations  were  held  in  March,  1895,  for  pupils  who  had  completed 
the  course  of  study  prescribed  for  the  ungraded  schools  of  the  county. 
At  these  98  applicants  were  examined,  80  of  whom  were  granted 
diplomas.  "The  graded  course"  is  a  success.  It  is  a  powerful  factor 
for  good.     It  marks  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  our  one-room  schools. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Library  Hall,  Indiana,  Pa.,  during 
Christmas  week.  In  attendance,  in  the  interest  manifested,  and  in 
the  work  done  by  instructors  and  talent,  it  surpassed  any  previous 
meeting.  Great  care  is  taken  each  year  to  employ  only  persons  and 
organizations  of  recognized  ability  and  reputation;  and  as  a  result, 
our  annual  meetings  are  attended  not  ouly  by  the  teachers  and  di- 
rectors, but  by  visitors  from  all  sections  of  the  county.  The  capacity 
of  our  largest  auditorium  is  taxed  to  its  utmost  at  both  day  and  even- 
ing sessions.  Among  our  instructors,  lecturers  and  talent  for  the 
week  were  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  Supt.  R.  M. 
McNeal,  Supt.  D.  A.  Harman,  Prof.  C.  M.  Parker,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr., 
Miss  Sara  Jefferis,  Mr.  Melville  D.  Landon  (Eli  Perkins),  Maj.  Henry 
C.  Dane,  Dr.  W.  L.  Davidson,  the  Ollie  Torbett  Concert  Company,  and 
the  Ariel  Ladies'  Sextette.  The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  direc- 
tors' asscoiation  was  held  in  the  court  house  during  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  of  institute  week.  It  was  largely  attended,  and  much  in- 
terest was  manifested  in  the  discussions.  It  is  a  power  for  good, 
and  is  making  its  influence  felt.  Local  institutes  were  held  regularly 
during  the  winter  in  a  number  of  districts.  Several  joint  institutes 
were  also  held.  All  were  well  attended,  and  the  discussions  in  many 
instances  of  a  very  helpful  nature. 

We  feel  grateful  to  all  who  have  contributed  in  any  way  during  the 
year  to  the  advancement  of  our  educational  interests,  and 
hope  that  the  year  upon  which  we  are  entering  will  be  in  every  way 
the  best  school  year  in  the  history  of  the  county. 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hughes. 

Little  else  seems  necessary  than  to  report  progress  in  the  educa 
tional  work  of  this  county.  Better  and  more  work  has  been  done  iu 
our  schools  during  the  past  year  than  in  any  previous  one.  The 
teachers  have  not  only  been  energetic  and  faithful,  but  have  been 
better  prepared  to  do  good  work  than  in  former  years.  Many  of  our 
teachers  have  extended  and  valuable  experience  and  remain  in  the 
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same  positions  rear  after  year.  Several  new  houses  nave  been  built 
during  the  time  comprised  in  this  report,  and  more  will  follow  this 
summer.  The  time-honored  buildings  of  the  past  have  given  way  to 
structures  more  modern,  comfortable  and  in  harmony  with  the  ma- 
terial  wealth  and  intelligence  of  our  people. 

If  the  compulsory  law  recently  placed  on  the  statute  books  of  the 
State  is  enforced,  several  more  new  houses  will  be  necessary  to  ac- 
commodate the  number  of  delinquents  thus  brought  in.  It  is  still  a 
matter  to  be  regretted  that  another  session  of  the  Legislature  has 
come  and  gone  without  enacting  some  more  equitable  law  for  the 
distribution  of  the  State  appropriation  thnn  the  one  now  in  use. 

I  can  think  of  no  method  more  reasonable  and  fair  for  all  sections 
of  the  State  than  the  one  recommended  in  my  last  report,  namely, 
the  school  month,  instead  of  the  resident  taxable,  as  the  unit  for  the 
basis  of  distribution.  We  can  see  no  reasonable  objection  to  this  plan. 
It  is  fair  and  just  alike  to  the  rural  district  and  the  wealthy  and 
populous  centres  of  the  State;  the  country  district,  with  a  six  or 
eight-month  term  and  the  town  and  city  having  an  eight  or  ten-month 
term.  Of  course,  we  need  not  expect  members  of  the  Legislautre 
from  the  cities  and  populous  centers  of  the  State  to  desire  any 
change  in  the  manner  of  distribution  of  the  State  appropriation,  as  it 
would  certainly  be  difficult  to  pass  a  substitute  for  the  present 
law  that  would  discriminate  so  unjustly  in  favor  of  their  constitu- 
ency. It  is  clever  statesmanship  on  their  part  to  prevent  any  change. 
Can  the  same  be  said  of  the  members  from  the  rural  districts,  who 
submit  to  this  imposition  in  allowing  the  inequitable  distribution  of 
five  and  a  half  mill'on  dollars  annually  to  the  schools  of  the  State? 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  prompt  and  timely  assistance  of 
the  School  Department,  the  valuable  aid  and  encouragement  of  the 
local  press,  and  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  our  people. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— D.  M.  Marshall. 

Another  school  year  has  passed,  and  in  looking  back  over  every 
department,  marks  of  progress  may  be  noticed  along  the  whole  edu- 
cational line. 

Teachers. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  class,  have  the  spirit  of  professional  progress. 
They  are  reading  the  best  educational  periodicals,  more  and  better 
works  on  methods,  and  nre  prpparing  in  the  State  Normals  and  other 


No.  5.]  Juniata  County.  71 

schools  for  a  higher  standard  of  work,  and  the  results  are  plainly 
apparent  in  the  schools  of  such  teachers.  Until  we  have  a  full  corps 
of  teachers  from  training  schools  or  composed  of  those  that  have 
trained  themselves  by  experience,  we  cannot  expect  to  have  the  best 
work  done  in  all  our  schools.  Directors  in  our  boroughs  are  retain- 
ing Iheir  sucessful  teachers  though  they  have  to  increase  the  salaries, 
while,  in  the  country  districts,  it  matters  not  how  successful  a  teacher 
may  have  been,  directors  will  change  him  to  some  other  school  with- 
out any  reasons  for  the  change.  Directors,  keep  your  teachers  until 
the  work  justifies  a  change.  When  a  teacher  has  learned  to  know 
his  pupils  and  has  won  their  confidence  and  respect,  then  can  he  do 
the  best  possible  work.  Of  our  110  teachers,  sixteen  had  no  previous 
experience — an  increase  of  five  over  last  year;  forty-eight  have 
taught  five  or  more  terms;  thirty-six  have  an  experience  ranging 
from  one  to  five  years.  The  average  age  of  our  teachers  is  28  years. 
The  highest  average  age  in  any  district  is  47  years;  the  lowest  20 
years.  In  four  districts  teachers'  salaries  were  increased;  three  dis- 
tricts lowered  the  salaries,  and  in  ten  districts  the  salaries  were  un- 
changed. The  boroughs  pay  by  far  the  better  salaries  and  their 
terms  are  longer.  The  mill  rate  for  school  purposes  is  nearly  three 
times  as  great  in  the  boroughs  as  in  the  country  districts. 

Improvements. 

On  account  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  primary  room  in  the 
Patterson  schools,  the  directors  built  an  annex  to  the  main  building. 
The  room  is  built  in  accordance  with  the  best  sanitary  regulation, 
provided  with  a  good  slate  blackboard,  patent  desks,  numeral  frame 
and  primary  charts.  So,  at  the  opening  of  the  school  the  directors 
were  prepared  to  divide  the  primary  school  and  to  place  over  each 
division  a  good  primary  teacher,  under  the  care  of  which  the  little 
folks  were  happy.  Six  houses  were  refurnished  during  the  year,  so 
that  now  but  one  house  in  the  county  contains  the  old  uncomfortable 
wooden  desk;  and  for  this  one  the  directors  have  contracted  for 
new  furniture  and  expect  to  have  it  placed  by  the  opening  of  the 
term.  We  have  reached  the  "grand  ideal"  in  this  line.  In  a  number 
ftf  districts  directors  have  beautified  the  houses  by  painting  the  out- 
side and  by  painting  and  papering  the  inside.  The  "school  house 
flag  movement"  is  growing  in  our  county.  The  American  flag  has 
been  placed  in  and  upon  a  number  of  our  school  rooms.  This  is 
mainly  due  to  the  Patriotic  Sons  of  America.  In  some  districts  this 
order  purchased  flags  and  put  them  upon  the  schools.  In  other  dis- 
tricts the  flags  were  purchased  by  directors,  teachers  and  pupils. 

I  hoped  in  this  report  to  be  able  to  report  the  school  out-houses 
arranged  in  accordance  with   the  law.  but  in  a  few  districts  T   find 
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the  law  has  not  been  complied  with  by  directors  in  the  construction 
of  houses,  or  by  teachers  in  caring  for  their  condition.  Surely 
enough  has  been  written  on  this  subject  to  convince  directors  and 
teachers  of  the  necessity  of  complying  with  the  wise  law  in  reference 
to  school  out-houses. 

Compulsory  Education. 

I  have  been  careful  to  ascertain  the  correct  number  of  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  six  and  sixteen  not  in  school,  and  find  there  were 
125  who  were  not  enrolled  during  the  term.  These  children  have 
never  received  any  benefit  from  our  public  schools  and  are  not 
likely  to  do  so  till  the  compulsory  law  is  enforced.  During  the  first 
month  there  were  enrolled  in  our  schools  3,099  pupils.  The  highest 
number  enrolled  during  the  term  was  4,399,  or  700  entered  school 
after  the  close  of  the  first  month.  Again,  we  must  have  more  reg- 
ular attendance  before  we  can  expect  thoroughness  in  the  general 
school  work.     We  hope  the  compulsory  law  will  correct  these  evils. 

In  Memoriam. 

It  becomes  my  sad  duty  to  chronicle  the  death  of  one  of  our  faith- 
ful teachers,  Azariah  Y.  McAfee,  of  Turbett  township,  who  died 
after  a  brief  illness,  Dec.  3,  1894.  He  was  the  oldest  teacher,  in  re- 
spect of  consecutive  service,  in  Juniata  county,  having  taught  contin- 
uously for  forty-four  years.  He  exerted  ennobling  influences  in  his 
school  and  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  greatly  be- 
loved by  the  pupils,  and  is  now  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  He  has  gone  to  reap  the  reward  of  the  faithful 
teacher,  while  his  work  will  live  in  the  community  benefited  and  blest 
by  his  life  of  devotion  to  its  highest  and  best  interest. 

Institutes. 

The  county  institute  was  a  success  in  attendance,  instruction  and 
interest.  Our  local  institutes,  seven  in  Dumber,  held  in  different 
districts  of  the  county,  were  largely  attended  and  did  much  toward 
cultivating  an  educational  sentiment  ia  the  districts  in  which  they 
were  held.  Much  of  the  succ  s  of  these  meetings  was  due  to  the  as- 
sistance and  co-operation  of  our  leading  teachers,  directors  and  pro- 
gressive citizens. 

We  desirv  to  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  all  for  their  many  acts  of 
co-operation  and  kindness. 
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LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 

1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  3,  1895: 

While  we  have  made  no  startling  changes  in  our  work,  we 
believe  that  our  schools  are  steadily  improving.  Directors  are 
building  better  houses  and  are  attending  to  heating  and  ventila- 
tion. The  school  term  is  growing  longer  and  salaries  are  rising  in 
many  districts.  There  is  a  growing  demand  for  better  teachers. 
In  several  cases  trained  teachers  have  been  chosen  rather  than  others 
having  strong  local  influence  but  poorer  qualifications.  Never 
before  have  there  been  so  many  students  from  this  county  attend- 
ing academies,  colleges  and  normal  schools.  But  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  many  positions  are  still  secured  by  the  use  of  so-called  "polit- 
ical" influence  without  regard  to  qualifications.  Until  all  our  direc- 
tors rise  above  personal  considerations  and  choose  the  best  teachers 
that  apply,  we  can  not  have  such  schools  as  our  children  need. 

Buildings. 

In  Lackawanna,  a  fine  6-room  house,  costing  about  $8,000.  In  Jer- 
myn,  a  handsome  four-room  high  school  house  with  Smead  system — 
about  |6,000.  Old  Forge,  a  model  two-room  house,  Smead  system, 
about  $4,000.  Fell,  a  substantial  two-room  house  for  $2,500.  Scott, 
a  good  one-room  building  for  $1,000.  All  these  buildings  have  large, 
lofty,  well-lighted  rooms,  modern  furniture,  and  slate  blackboards. 
Outhouses  are  in  a  much  better  condition  than  they  were  two  years 
ago,  but  there  are  still  some  school  boards  that  fail  to  do  their  duty. 

Visits  and  Attendance. 

I  have  visited  every  school  in  the  county  this  year,  and  many  a 
second  time.  Eighty-one  directors  accompanied  me  at  different 
times.  In  too  many  cases  it  was  probably  the  only  visit  made  by  the 
director  during  the  year.  Everywhere  the  need  of  closer  supervision 
is  apparent.  Where  supervising  principals  are  employed,  better  and 
more  uniform  work  is  done.  Inquiries  sent  to  all  the  teachers  of  the 
county  about  children  out  of  school  show  that  attendance  is  better  in 
farming  districts  than  in  raining  towns.  Many  country  teachers  re- 
ported "no  children  under  16  years  of  age  out  of  school,"  but  from 
mining  towns  long  lists  of  children  out  of  school  were  sent  me.  A 
compulsory  attendance  law  properly  enforced  will  be  a  great  blessing 
in  many  mining  towns.     To  remedy  this  non-attendance  evil,  public 
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night  schools  have  been  opened  in  all  our  mining  towns,  and  continue 
from  two  to  four  months  each  year.  But  even  the  night  schools  are 
to  some  extent  an  evil,  for  they  induce  some  parents  to  send  their 
children  to  work  two  or  three  years  sooner  than  they  otherwise 
would.  Where  competent  teachers  are  hired  for  night  schools,  much 
good  work  is  done;   in  other  cases  the  money  is  wasted. 

County  Institute. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  Scranton  the  week  beginning 
October  29.  The  Scranton  teachers  held  a  separate  institute  which 
reduced  our  enrolment  to  290.  Instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  E.  E.  White,  S.  H.  Albro,  E.  O.  Lyte,  Profs.  C.  H.  Albert, 
F.  M.  Loomis,  J.  M.  Eppstein  and  Misses  L.  E.  Patridge  and  Gertrude 
M.  Edmund.  No  stronger  corps  ever  appeared  before  the  teachers 
of  this  county.  Evening  entertainments  were  a  lecture,  "Character 
Building,"  by  Dr.  John  B.  De  Motte,  and  a  concert  by  Amphian 
Ladies'  Quartette.  Many  who  heard  Dr.  De  Motte  said  "It  was  the 
best  lecture  I  ever  heard." 

Directors'  Association. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held 
on  Thursday.  The  directors  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
White  and  Hon.  John  R.  Parr.  Topics  discussed  by  the  directors 
were  "Compulsory  Education,"  "How  Should  the  State  Appropriation 
be  Used,"  and  "Educational  Influence  of  School  Out-houses  and 
School  Grounds."  Discussion  was  free  and  many  took  part.  The 
new  officers  of  the  association  are:  President,  Thomas  Hunter;  vice 
presidents,  John  L.  Stone  and  T.  J.  Jennings;  secretary,  B.  J.  Cum- 
mings;  treasurer,  Horace  Seamans;  executive  committee,  T.  J. 
Jennings,  Henry  Myers,  L.  G.  Colvin,  M.  J.  Horan  and  Thomas  Don- 
nelly. 

On  motion  of  F.  L.  Wormser  it  was  decided  that  steps  should  be 
taken  toward  forming  a  State  Directors'  association,  and  the  follow- 
ing were  appointed  a  committee  for  that  purpose:  F.  L.  Wormser, 
R.  H.  Holgate,  T.  J.  Kielty,  Jas.  J.  O'Malley,  and  C.  D.  Sanderson. 

At  the  county  institute  Page's  Theory  and  Practice  of  Teaching 
was  adopted  for  study  during  the  year.  Local  institutes  were  held 
at  Moscow,  Elmhurs't,  Old  Forge,  Carbondale,  Mayfield,  Jermyn  and 
Dickson.  Music  was  introduced  into  the  schools  of  Olyphant, 
Blakely,  Jermyn  and  Dickson,  and  drawing  into  the  schools  of  Arch- 
bald. 

The  county  teachers'  association  held  their  fourth  annual  meeting 
at  Scranton,  March  2,  1895.     Addresses  were  delivered  by  President 
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R.  N.  Davis,  Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp  of  E.  Stroudsburg,  Prof.  George  W. 
Twitmyer  of  Honesdale,  Mrs.  Lucy  Booth  of  Scranton,  and  Prof. 
Edward  G.  Ward  of  Brooklyn. 

County  Graduation. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  a  final  examination  was  held  for  scholars 
who  had  completed  common  branches.  Seventy  candidates  were 
examined  and  thirty-four  having  made  an  average  of  80  per  cent,  or 
above,  received  the  common  school  diploma.  While  this  plan  of 
graduation  in  common  branches  may  be  open  to  some  objections,  it 
has  had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  many  of  our  schools.  It  has  aroused 
enthusiasm  and  created  a  friendly  rivalry  among  the  several  districts. 
It  has  kept  pupils  in  school  who  otherwise  would  have  dropped  out, 
and  has  drawn  attention  to  neglected  branches.  A  comparison  of 
results  for  the  last  two  years  shows  that  the  plan  is  growing  in  popu- 
lar favor.  Last  year  there  were  128  pupils  in  the  Central  examina- 
tions, 36  pupils  in  the  final,  and  14  diplomas  granted.  This  year  234 
pupils  took  the  Central  examinations,  70  pupils  were  in  the  final,  and 
34  received  diplomas. 

It  seems  to  be  a  good  thing  for  common  school  pupils  to  have  a 
mark  to  aim  at,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  will  militate  against  higner 
education. 

On  June  13,  1895,  Wm.  Masters,  of  Jefferson,  was  killed  in  a  rail- 
road accident.  Mr.  Masters  was  secretary  of  the  Jefferson  school 
board  and  an  earnest  friend  to  education.  In  him  Jefferson  lost  an 
honest,  straightforward  man,  a  good  citizen,  and  an  able  school 
director. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 

The  health  of  the  community  was  exceptionally  good  during  the 
year  and  in  consequence  the  enrolment  of  our  schools  was  large 
and  the  attendance  practically  unbroken.  Other  facts  contributed 
to  the  general  efficiency  of  the  schools.  In  a  few  districts  the  term 
was  extended  from  eight  to  nine  months,  and  in  a  number  something 
was  done  in  furnishing  appliances  and  comforts  to  promote  the  hap- 
piness and  educative  instincts  of  the  child.  Four  of  the  new  houses 
erected  during  the  year  in  our  rural  districts  are  heated  and  ventil- 
ated by  the  Smead-Wills  plan.  Thirty  rooms  in  the  county  are  now 
heated  in  that  manner.    All  our  new  buildings  have  cellars  under 
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the  whole  house,  and  eighty  per  cent,  of  them  are  furnished  with  cel- 
lar heat.  A  marked  tendency  was  showing  itself  among  our  school 
people,  teachers,  patrons  and  directors,  to  encourage  the  use  of  ref- 
erence books  properly  adapted  to  the  capacity  and  range  of  studies 
of  pupils  in  our  public  schools.  Some  twenty  districts  in  the  past 
few  years  purchased  a  full  line  of  standard  high  school  and  academic 
dictionaries,  and  general  cyclopedias  for  their  school  rooms.  The 
present  outlook  promises  that  this  movement  will  become  a  promi- 
nent element  of  growth  in  the  subsequent  life  of  our  schools.  The 
educational  meetings  during  the  year  were  largely  attended  by  the 
general  public,  and  were  given  enthusiastic  and  devoted  support  from 
the  active  membership.  Our  teachers  gave  evidence,  both  in  the 
school  room  and  upon  the  public  platform,  of  professional  ability,  a 
high  order  of  general  culture  and  a  strong,  active  sympathy  for  the 
child  and  his  environments. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— James  M.  Watson. 

In  reviewing  the  past  year's  work  I  have  but  little  to  write  without 
a  repetition  of  past  reports.  Ninety-five  pupils  completed  the  course 
of  study  and  were  awarded  diplomas.  This  is  the  largest  number 
that  has  passed  the  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  annual  school 
term  since  its  adoption  in  1891.  This  system  has  been  steadily  grow- 
ing in  favor  since  its  adoption  and  is  now  receiving  the  commenda- 
tion of  both  teachers  and  directors. 

Our  county  institute  convened  at  Ellwood  City  on  October  22  and 
was  largely  attended.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  Dr.  L. 
I.  Handy,  Prof.  F.  R.  Hall  and  Prof.  J.  M.  Eppstein.  Evening  enter- 
tainments were  concert  by  the  Chicago  Rivals,  lectures  by  Miss  Laura 
Temple,  Dr.  Handy  and  Maj.  Henry  C.  Dane. 

Slippery  Rock  township  replaced  the  school  building  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  with  a  substantial  frame  building  supplied  with  all 
the  modern  improvements. 

Fourteen  public  examinations  were  held  in  different  localities  and 
out  of  two  huudred  and  ninety-nine  (290)  applicants,  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  (184)  provisional  certificates  and  two  (2)  professional 
certificates  were  granted. 

In  conclusion,  T  desire  to  return  thanks  to  all  those  who  have  in 
any  way  given  us  assistance  or  encouragement  in  our  work. 


No.  5.]  Lebanon  County.  77 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  fcmoke. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  a  year  during  which  the  directors,  most 
oi'  the  teachers  and  many  of  the  patrons  have  earnestly  endeavored 
to  promote  the  cause  of  popular  education,  it  is  gratifying  to  find 
that  our  school  work  has  made  substantial  progress,  although  much 
remains  to  be  done  before  all  our  schools  are  on  the  high  ground 
which  we  wish  them  to  occupy. 

The  teachers  are  the  mainspring  in  the  mechanism  of  our  schools. 
Most  of  them  were  earnest  and  industrious,  and  I  venture  to  say  all 
capable.  However,  some  failed  because  of  the  fact  that  they  were 
not  entirely  devoted  to  their  calling.  Ability  to  do  the  work  and 
earnest  devotion  to  it  will  always  bring  success.  Many  of  those 
who  have  not  had  the  benefits  of  professional  training,  and  little 
experience,  by  their  diligent  study  and  untiring  labor,  have  not  been 
the  least  successful.  The  teachers  of  all  the  districts,  except  two, 
have  held  local  institutes.  In  many  districts  the  teachers  met 
once  a  month  to  discuss  matters  relating  to  their  work  and  methods 
of  teaching.  In  one  district  "Educational  Foundations"  was  read 
and  discussed,  monthly,  by  all  the  teachers.  In  another,  general 
History  and  History  of  Education  were  studied,  while  in  most  of  the 
others  special  attention  was  given  to  psychology.  Our  teachers  as 
a  class  deserve  much  credit  for  the  excellent  work  they  did  in  this 
direction.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  two  districts  not  yet  having  or- 
ganized the  local  institute — a  great  educational  factor — will  do  so 
during  the  coming  term. 

Most  of  our  directors  did  all  they  could  to  advance  the  schools. 
The  director  occupies  an  important  position,  laden  with  great  re- 
sponsibilities, and  yet  the  office  is  a  thankless  one.  The  most  faith- 
ful and  efficient  director  is  apt  to  receive,  by  way  of  remuneration, 
the  severest  censure  and  the  unkindest  criticism.  The  fact  that  so 
many  persons  are  not  individually  affected  by  the  success  of  the 
schools,  and  that  the  attention  of  others  is  so  grossly  absorbed  in 
their  various  business  concerns  necessarily  much  impedes  the  im- 
provement of  our  schools.  But  if  directors  are  faithful  to  the  trust 
placed  within  tbeir  hands,  and  conscientiously  discharge  their  im- 
portant duties  with  wisdom  and  equity,  even  though  the  tide  of  popu- 
lar opinion  and  prejudice  may  be  against  them,  and  they  may  seem 
to  stand  for  a  while  unsupported  and  alone,  if  they  but  labor  dili- 
gently and  wait  patiently,  their  efforts  will  ultimately  be  crowned 
with  success,  and  those  who  come  after  them  will  have  reason  to 
bless  their  deeds  and  cherish  their  memories. 
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Two  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  One  hi  Bethel  and 
one  in  North  Lebanon  district.  The  one  in  North  Lebanon  is  a  single 
room  frame  building,  well  lighted  and  supplied  with  slate  black- 
board and  improved  patent  furniture.  The  one  erected  in  Bethel 
deserves  special  mention.  The  old  house  marked  "unfit  for  use"  has 
disappeared  and  in  its  stead  has  been  erected,  in  the  village  of  Fred- 
ericksburg one  of  the  best  buildings  in  the  county.  It  contains  four 
commodious  rooms,  furnished  with  beautiful  furniture  and  slate 
blackboards,  spacious  halls  and  corridors,  and  is  located  on  a  well- 
sized,  slightly  elevated  plot,  commanding  a  grand  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  It  was  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  education  by 
imposing  ceremonies  under  the  auspices  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  This 
is  a  much  needed  improvement  and  ought  to  be  the  pride  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  for  whose  children  it  has  been  erected.  Corn- 
wall built  an  addition  to  the  central  high  school  building  at  Bis- 
marck. It  contains  a  directors'  office  and  a  recitation  room.  The 
latter  was  much  needed  to  render  effective  the  work  of  the  high 
school.  The  plan  of  a  central  high  school  would  be  feasible  in  nearly 
all  our  districts,  and  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every 
township  will  have  a  school  into  which  the  advanced  pupils  be  al- 
lowed to  come  and  pursue  a  course  of  study  beyond  the  common 
branches,  when  those  branches  are  thoroughly  completed. 

Brevity  is  required.  However,  I  must  refer  to  a  matter  which  I 
regard  of  the  highest  importance,  although  much  neglected.  I 
deeply  regret  that  most  of  our  schools  are  not  better  provided  with 
interesting  reading  matter,  music,  pictures,  etc.  Is  not  our  educa- 
tion too  one-sided?  What  are  we  doing  to  create  a  desire  for  whole- 
some reading?  What  are  we  doing  to  cultivate  a  love  for  the  true, 
the  good  and  the  beautiful?  In  private  schools,  where  the  teacher's 
individuality  can  be  made  prominent,  books,  etc. — the  factors  the 
public  schools  must- utilize — are,  comparatively  speaking,  of  less  im- 
portance than  they  are  in  our  public  system  of  education.  In  the 
homes  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  pupils,  there  are  few  or  even  in 
some  instances  no  books  adapted  to  children.  Because  all  the  text- 
books are  furnished  by  the  districts  the  parents  think  less  to-day  of 
buying  books  for  their  children  to  read  than  they  ever  before  did. 
Hence  the  fact  remains  that  the  school  of  to-day  must  do  more  in  this 
direction  than  did  the  school  of  the  past.  No  greater  boon  could  be 
conferred  upon  the  schools  than  supplying  them  with  the  best  of 
reading  matter,  and  with  every  agency  that  would  develop  children 
aesthetically  and  morally. 

Teachers,  continue  to  urge  upon  your  directors  the  importance  of 
this  provision.  A  vast  amount  of  money  is  annually  expended  for 
charts,  maps,    globes,  etc.,  to    teach  more    effectively    physiology, 
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history  and  geography.  This  may  be  proper.  However,  I  candidly 
believe  that  there  is  much  apparatus,  etc.,  introduced  into  our  schools 
through  the  efforts  of  unscrupulous  agents  at  fabulous  prices,  which 
is  of  little  importance  in  our  public  schools. 

The  school  term  was  extended  to  seven  and  one-half  months  in 
Jackson,  and  to  seven  months  in  Heidelberg  district.  There  remain 
four  districts  in  which  the  term  is  only  six  months.  I  hope  the  chil- 
dren of  those  districts  will,  before  another  year  has  passed,  have  the 
privilege  of  attending  school  at  least  seven  months. 

In  conclusion,  T  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  interested  in  the 
progress  and  welfare  of  the  schools  for  their  sympathy  and  hearty 
co-operation,  and  earnestly  solicit  the  same  for  the  future.  Let  us 
all  take  encouragement  from  the  success  of  the  past,  and  unite 
heartily  and  earnestly  in  the  work  of  another  year,  determined  to 
achieve  greater  results  than  were  accomplished  in  the  year  just 
closed. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Euyp. 

The  year  that  has  just  closed  was  not  noted  for  any  striking 
changes  in  the  working  of  our  public  schools;  nevertheless,  a  careful 
and  impartial  review  of  the  work  done  justifies  the  assertion  that  we 
are  keeping  in  line  with  the  onward  march  of  progress.  During  the 
year  two  new  school  houses  were  erected;  the  one  is  a  two-story 
building  erected  in  Salisbury  township  near  the  borough  of  Fountain 
Hill;  the  other  was  built  in  Hanover  township  to  relieve  the  over- 
crowded schools  of  Bittersville.  Both  are  very  substantial  brick 
buildings.  An  addition  was  built  to  the  school  building  in  Coopers- 
burg  for  the  accommodation  of  a  third  school.  Two  of  the  rooms 
of  nokendauqua  were  materially  enlarged.  The  four-roomed  build- 
ing of  Fountain  Hill  was  entirely  remodelled,  and  hot  air  furnaces 
aud  a  ventilating  system  were  introduced.  One  of  the  school  build- 
ings of  West  Bethlehem  was  also  supplied  with  hot  air  furnaces  and 
ventilators. 

Each  of  the  schools  of  Hanover,  Whitehall  and  Upper  Milford  was 
supplied  with  a  set  of  the  International  Cyclopedia,  Hanover  and 
Weisenburg  furnished  each  school  with  a  Webster's  International 
Dictionary.  Many  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  each  supplied 
with  from  five  to  eight  smaller  dictionaries.  A  Standard  dictionary 
was  idaced  in  the  Catasauqua  high  school.  Considerable  minor  ap- 
paratus has  been  placed  into  many  of  the  schools. 
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The  preliminary  meetings  which  we  hold  in  each  township  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  schools  are  important  factors  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  schools.  At  these  meetings  we  are  all  able  to  reach 
both  the  teachers  and  the  directors  in  a  body,  and  to  make  such  sug- 
gestions and  recommendations  in  reference  to  apparatus,  methods, 
etc.,  as  will  materially  benefit  the  schools. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  court  house  was  abandoned  for 
holding  the  county  institute.  The  different  sessions  convened  in 
Central  Market  Hall.  All  the  teachers  were  enrolled.  The  institute 
was  a  pronounced  success.  The  following  were  our  instructors: 
Profs.  G.  W.  Twitmyer,  H.  P.  Smith,  A.  C.  Rothermel,  E.  L.  Kemp, 
C.  0.  Boyer,  Miss  Gertrude  Edmunds,  Supt.  D.  A.  Harman,  Drs.  G.  B. 
Hancher,  A,  R.  Home,  and  Henry  Houck. 

Six  very  successful  local  institutes  were  held  in  various  sections 
of  the  county,  and  were  more  largely  attended  this  year  than  ever 
before. 

During  the  sessions  of  the  county  institute  we  organized  a  teach- 
ers' reading  union  and  now  have  an  enrolment  of  over  two  hundred 
and  fifty  members.  The  books  selected  for  study  the  first  year  were 
"Waymarks  for  Teachers"  and  "Painter's  History  of  Education."  In 
many  of  the  districts  the  teachers  held  meetings  and  studied  the 
books  very  systematically.  The  result  of  their  study  is  already  quite 
apparent  in  many  of  the  schools. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  to  a  better  grading  of  the  graded 
schools.  Special  courses  of  study  were  outlined  by  the  teachers  and 
used  as  the  basis  of  their  work.  These  courses  of  study  were,  in 
most  cases,  adopted  by  the  board  of  directors,  and  will  tend  to  har- 
monize the  working  of  the  graded  schools.  During  the  year  just 
closed,  I  examined  281  applicants,  of  whom  171  received  certificates, 
and  110  were  rejected.  It  has  become  evident  to  my  mind  that  the 
standard  of  the  schools  can  only  be  elevated  by  raising  the  standard 
of  the  certificates,  so  that  only  those  well  qualified  shall  be  appointed 
to  schools.  Thirty  of  our  teachers  were  teaching  their  first  term, 
but  of  this  number  eight  were  normal  school  graduates,  who  had  the 
benefit  of  the  model  school  training. 

There  were  hardly  any  total  failures,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
most  of  our  teachers  do  good  and  conscientious  work.  We  have  a 
few  teachers  who  lack  the  educational  zeal  so  necessary  to  make 
school  work  a  success.  They  read  no  educational  journals,  and  be- 
come prominent  by  absenting  themselves  from  educational  meetings; 
and  as  a  consequence  they  do  poor  teaching.  Such  teachers  usually 
appear  before  their  classes  unprepared,  and  the  recitation  is  dry  and 
uninteresting. 
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Slatington  has  introduced  the  Pollard  system  of  teaching  reading, 
and  the  teachers  are  showing  excellent  results  from  their  first  year's 
work. 

Two  of  our  townships,  Lynn  and  Whitehall,  have  adopted  a  town- 
ship graduating  system  and  have  graduated  a  class  this  year.  That 
the  system  has  a  tendency  to  improve  the  schools  is  already  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  persistent  efforts  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 
This  year  the  examination  was  quite  lenient  but  it  is  quite  natural 
that  this  standard  of  requirements  should  be  raised  each  succeeding 
year. 

Coplay  borough  has  graduated  a  class  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

I  visited  all  of  the  schools  once,  about  one-half  twice,  and  some 
three  times.  In  most  of  my  visits  I  was  accompanied  by  the  boards 
of  directors,  and  no  opportunities  were  lost  to  make  such  suggestions 
as  woulu  tend  to  improve  the  schools. 

During  the  year  death  removed  four  of  our  directors:  George  Da- 
vies  of  Catasauqua,  John  B.  Rohr  of  Upper  Saucon,  and  A.  H.  Cress- 
man  and  M.  M.  Landis  of  Coopersburg.  All  of  these  were  men  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  education,  and  were  ever  ready  to  give  judicious 
counsel.  Mr.  L.  Harvey  Bachman  of  Hanover,  and  Miss  Katie  Mc- 
Gee  of  Hokendauqua,  two  devoted  teachers,  have  also  passed  beyond 
to  where  "the  lessons  and  tasks  are  all  ended." 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  my  most  hearty  thanks  to  the 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  throughout  the  county  for  their 
kindness  and  hospitality  extended  to  me,  and  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  counsel  and  advice  pertaining  to  the  office. 


LUZERNE  COUNTY— Torrence  B.  Harrison. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  public 
schools  of  Luzerne  county  for  the  school  year  ending  June  3,  1895. 

During  the  year  five  hundred  and  eighteen  (518)  schools  were 
visited.  Two  schools  were  not  in  session  when  the  superintendent 
was  in  their  vicinity  and  were  not  visited.  Twenty-nine  (29)  examin- 
ations were  held,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  (422)  applicants 
for  certificates  examined.  Of  these,  three  hundred  and  two  (302) 
received  certificates.  We  enrolled  twenty-nine  thousand  three  hun- 
dred (29,300)  pupils,  and  employed  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  (535) 
teachers 

Of  the  teachers  employed,  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  (252)  held  pro- 
visional certificates,  thirty-three  (33)  have  professionals,  fifty-four  (54) 
6-5-95 
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have  permanent  certificates,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  (19G)  are 
graduates  of  Slate  Normal  schools.  Seventy-nine  (7l>)  had  no  pre- 
vious experience  while  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  (295)  have  taught 
more  than  five  years. 

Conyngham  township  built  a  new  house,  furnished  it  with  the  best 
patent  desks,  slate  boards  and  a  furnace  in  the  cellar.  This  board  does 
not  believe  in  cremating  one-half  the  school  and  freezing  the  other  half. 
West  Hazleton,  Hughestown  and  Foster  made  additions  to  old  build- 
ings. In  the  first  two  cases  it  was  practically  the  erection  of  new 
buildings.  The  houses  are  all  that  could  be  desired.  Marcy  town- 
ship erected  a  four  roomed  building  at  East  Avoca  and  opened  an  ad- 
ditional school.  Pittston  added  two  rooms  to  the  Oregon  building 
and  put  in  new  heating  apparatus.  Ross  opened  a  school  in  the 
lumber  region  e'ong  Bowman's  creek  and  will  erect  a  house  there 
during  the  summer.  Lake  is  making  preparations  to  build  in  the 
same  region.  Parsons  built  a  four  roomed  frame  building.  A  fine 
six  roomed  brick  building  is  nearly  completed  at  Buttonwood,  Han- 
over township,  and  an  addition  of  two  rooms  is  being  made  at  Lee 
Park  in  the  same  township..  Wyoming  borough  is  erecting  a  four 
roomed  brick  which  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  September. 
Plains  and  White  Haven  put  new  and  improved  heating  in  two 
buildings. 

The  work  done  by  our  teachers  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 
In  a  few  instances  there  has  been  a  mistake  made  in  the  "call"  to 
the  profession  of  teaching,  but  as  a  whole  our  corps  of  teachers  has 
done  excellent  work.  There  has  been  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  a  few 
to  magnify  the  importance  of  methods.  These  fail  to  recognize  that 
the  end  to  be  accomplished  is  a  matter  of  greater  concern  than  the 
method  bv  which  the  result  is  reached-  Nearly  every  teacher  in  the 
county  is  a  subscriber  to  one  or  more  educational  papers.  Many  of 
them  are  hard  students  and  are  sure  to  rise  rapidly  in  the  profession. 
I  am  so  well  pleased  with  the  earnestness  and  progressive  spirit 
shown  by  our  teachers  that  I  feel  confident  that  if  the  rapid  advance- 
ment of  the  educational  interests  of  our  county  depended  entirely 
upon  them,  we  would  soon  approach  very  near  to  the  ideal  school. 
But  there  are  so  many  other  conditions  entering  into  the  problem, 
that  our  progress  must  of  necessity  be  somewhat  slow.  In  this 
country  the  people  are  the  sovereigns.  We  may  talk  about  what 
ought  to  be.  and  what  must  be,  but  unless  we  can  get  the  people  to 
think  our  way  the  things  we  desire  to  bring  about  will  not  be.  So 
in  any  community  where  the  people  want  good  schools  you  will  find 
good  schools.  If,  however,  the  people  are  more  interested  in  low 
taxes  than  in  th<j  education  of  their  boys  and  girls  you  will  find  star- 
vation wages,  ordinary  teachers  and  verv  ordinary  schools.     Eternal 


No.  5.]  -Luzerne  County.  83 

vigilance  is  the  price  of  good  schools.  In  every  township  there  are 
those  who  favor  low  wages,  short  terms,  "what-was-good-enough-for- 
rne-is-good-enough-for-theni"  school  houses,  and  who  are  opposed  to 
"wasting"  money  on  maps,  globes,  dictionaries  and  books  of  refer- 
ence. These  men  want  to  be  school  directors,  but,  alas  for  the  dis- 
trict to  which  they  are  elected!  In  three  years  such  a  board  of  di- 
rectors can  do  more  to  retard  education  than  can  be  overcome  in  ten 
years  afterward.  To  the  credit  of  our  school  boards  it  can  be  said 
that  there  are  but  few  of  these  men  among  our  four  hundred.  Gen- 
erally our  directors  are*  in  advance  of  their  constituents  in  educa- 
tional thought,  and  many  improvements  are  made,  not  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  those  whose  children  are  to  receive  the  benefit,  but 
very  frequently  in  the  face  of  the  opposition  of  the  patrons  of  the 
schools.  In  fact,  it  is  not  an  unheard  of  thing  for  the  most  progres- 
sive man  on  the  board  to  fail  of  a  re-election  because  he  has  done  his 
best  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  schools  and  thus  benefit  the  boys 
and  girls  of  his  district.  Still,  there  has  been  a  marked  advancement 
in  the  thought  of  the  people  along  this  line,  and  the  future  is  full  of 
hope.  Our  local  institutes,  our  teachers,  our  daily  papers  always 
sustaining  those  who  are  laboring  for  the  advancement  of  education, 
are  potent  factors  in  molding  public  opinion  on  these  questions. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  Arbor  Day  is  gen- 
erally observed.  In  some  localities  trees  are  planted  in  and  about 
the  school  grounds,  but  in  too  many  districts  but  little  attention  is 
given  toward  beautifying  the  surroundings.  From  an  educational 
standpoint  it  pays  to  make  the  school  room  and  school  grounds  at- 
tractive. Education  is  more  than  a  knowledge  of  books.  It  is  build- 
ing character,  and  a  boy's  environment  has  much  to  do  in  the  form- 
ation of  his  character.  The  school  room  and  its  surroundings  should 
be  as  pleasant  as  we  can  make  them.  If  a  little  time  is  given  each 
year  it  will  not  be  long  until  every  school  yard  in  the  county  will  be 
filled  with  beautiful  trees.  It  is  hoped  that  this  matter  will  receive 
more  attention  in  the  future  than  it  has  in  the  past. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  during  the  last  week  of  October. 
We  enrolled  six  hundred  and  seventy-nine  teachers.  Our  instructors 
were  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  of  Boston;  Prof.  W.  H.  Kemp,  of  East 
Stroudsburg;  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg;  Prof.  George 
W.  Twitmyer,  of  Honesdale;  Prof.  E.  W.  Newton,  of  Boston;  Miss 
Mathilde  E.  Coffin,  of  Detroit,  Mich.;  Mrs.  Louise  Preece,  of  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

The  evenings  were  occupied  by  Leland  T.  Powers,  Thos.  R.  Dixon, 
Jr.,  Robarts  Harper,  and  The  Lewes  Trio,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Lucia 
Mead  Priest. 

The  sessions  throughout  were  full  of  interest.     A  meeting  of  the 
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Directors'  Association  was  held  on  Wednesday  morning.  S.  J. 
Strauss,  Esq.,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  gave  an  excellent  address  on  "The 
Director  and  the  School."  Dr.  Frederic  Cross,  of  Kingston,  discussed 
UA  Better  Observance  of  Arbor  Day"  in  a  very  able  manner. 

A  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county,  and 
were  productive  of  much  good  because  of  the  interest  awakened  in 
the  communities  where  they  were  held. 

During  the  past  five  years  we  have  been  urging  upon  directors  the 
necessity  of  providing  reference  books  for  our  schools.  A  few  have 
failed  to  supply  dictionaries,  and  but  few  in  the  farming  regions  have 
purchased  an  encyclopedia.  In  addition  to  these  books,  which  seem 
to  me  to  be  absolutely  essential  to  satisfactory  work,  there  should 
be  a  few  good  books  in  every  school.  Boys  and  girls  should  be  di- 
rected in  their  reading,  and  should  be  encouraged  to  read  good 
books.  A  taste  for  good  wholesome  reading  is  a  great  blessing  to 
any  pupil.  Much  can  be  done  toward  developing  and  cultivating 
such  a  taste  if  teachers,  school  officers  and  parents  will  co-operate. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  tenure  of  office  of  the 
worthy  teacher  is  becoming  more  secure.  There  have  been  fewer 
changes  this  year  than  usual.  This  is  true  especially  in  our  bor- 
oughs. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  encouragement  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  our  schools.  The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been  better  than  usual. 
In  many  localities  the  people  are  taking  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
schools.  Our  teachers  are  becoming  more  deeply  impressed  with  the 
responsibility  of  their  positions,  and  are  striving  more  earnestly 
than  ever  before  to  stimulate  the  boys  and  girls  to  greater  activity, 
and  to  inspire  them  with  a  love  of  knowledge  and  a  desire  for  it. 
We  have  unbounded  faith  in  the  results  that  must  follow  the  work 
that  has  been  done. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  teachers  and  di- 
rectors for  their  loyal  support  in  all  the  efforts  that  have  been  put 
forth  in  the  interests  of  our  schools,  and  to  the  friends  of  education 
throughout  the  county  for  their  co-operation  with  us. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— J.  George  Becht. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  brief  report  of  the  work 
done  in  the  schools  during  the  year  ending  June  3,  1895. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  as  a  mark  of  the  material 
progress,  the  erection  of  ten  (10)  new  school  houses.     All  these  were 
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well  located  and  constructed  with  a  view  to  secure  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  children.  Improvement  in  school  buildings  is  keeping 
pace  with  the  advancement  in  other  directions  toward  a  more  per- 
fect system.  Though  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  the  bad  condition 
of  the  roads  were  not  favorable  to  regular  attendance,  yet  the  work 
done  by  the  schools  surpassed  in  character  and  amount  the  work  of 
the  previous  year.  The  most  important  factor  in  our  school  work 
is  the  teaching  force.  With  but  few  exceptions  the  three  hundred 
teachers  in  our  county  performed  their  duties  honestly  and  con- 
scientiously. During  the  year  but  one  teacher  was  employed  who 
had  no  special  training  for  the  work. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  to  be  taught  and  the  best 
methods  of  presenting  them  is  an  equipment  with  which  every 
teacher  must  be  provided.  But  to  be  a  successful  teacher  he  must 
have  more  than  this.  If  he  does  not  inspire  his  pupils  to  nobler  pur- 
poses, or  ini use  into  them  new  lite,  if  lie  does  not  fire  them  with 
the  ardor  and  conviction  of  his  own  soul  or  leave  his  manly  image 
enshrined  upon  their  young  minds  with  respect  and  grateful  remem- 
brance, he  is  not  the  one  who  ought  to  stand  before  them  as  their 
prototype  and  exemplar. 

Educational  Events. 

The  two  events  of  more  than  ordinary  importance  during  the  year 
just  closed,  were  the  observance  of  Arbor  day  during  the  autumn 
of  1894,  and  the  celebration  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
the  formation  of  Lycoming  county. 

Arbor  Day. 

In  accordance  with  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  for  the  observance  of  Arbor  day,  preparations 
were  made  to  have  suitable  exercises  carried  out  in  every  school 
district.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  publish  a  pro- 
gramme, a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  every  teacher.  This  pro- 
gramme was  given  as  a  guide  and  the  teacher  was  urged  to  adapt  it  to 
his  particular  school  or  locality.  It  included  essays,  declamations 
and  recitations;  papers  on  "Local  Forests,  Their  Value  and  Extent," 
"Historic  Trees,"  "Reforestration,"  etc.  The  practical  part  of  the 
programme  consisted  in  planting  and  naming  trees  and  shrubs,  re- 
moving rubbish  and  otherwise  cleaning  up  the  grounds.  I  noted 
with  extreme  satisfaction  on  my  visits  to  the  different  districts,  that 
in  nearly  every  one  something  had  been  done  to  render  more  health- 
ful and  beautiful  the  places  where  the  children  spend  so  much  of 
their  time. 
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School  Centennial. 

It  is  very  probable  that  no  educational  event  has  ever  occurred 
in  our  county  which  so  stimulated  public  sentiment,  created  such 
widespread  interest,  aroused  such  a  spirit  of  patriotism  and  enlisted 
the  efforts  of  so  many  people  in  behalf  of  the  public  schools,  as  did 
the  school  centennial  celebration  which  occurred  on  the  loth  of 
March,  1SU5,  in  honor  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  county.  On  that  day  the  fifteen  thousand  school  children 
within  the  confines  of  Lycoming  county  engaged  in  carrying  out  a 
uniform  programme  of  exercises  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  The 
idea  of  this  celebration  was  suggested  by  W.  W.  Champion,  Esq., 
a  former  teacher,  now  a  prominent  member  of  the  Lycoming  county 
bar,  and  a  director  of  the  schools  of  Montoursville  borough.  To  his 
untiring  efforts  in  arranging  the  programme  and  planning  the  details 
is  due,  in  great  measure,  the  success  of  the  celebration.  Acting  upon 
the  suggestion,  the  County  Teachers'  Exchange  took  up  the  matter 
and  appointed  a  committee  of  representative  teachers,  directors 
and  citizens  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  This  committee 
was  supplemented  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  president  of  the 
board  of  education  of  the  city  of  Williamsport.  These  two  com- 
mittees, acting  in  conjunction,  met  on  the  24th  of  November,  and 
effected  an  organization.  The  general  scope  of  the  celebration  was 
outlined  and  sub-committees  on  programme,  printing  and  finance 
were  appointed.  The  money  to  defray  the  entire  expenses  was  raised 
by  the  contributions  of  the  children  of  the  schools.  Sixty  dollars  in 
prizes  were  offered;  thirty  dollars  to  the  county  schools  and  thirty 
dollars  to  the  city  schools  for  the  best  papers  prepared  on  the  subject 
of  "The  Public  Schools."  To  stimulate  an  interest  in  local  history, 
handsome  diplomas  were  awarded  to  pupils  in  every  district,  borough 
and  ward  of  the  county  for  meritorious  papers  on  local  historical 
subjects,  the  subject  for  each  locality  having  been  designated  by  the 
committee.  More  than  three  hundred  papers  were  handed  in  by 
the  pupils.  The  arduous  task  of  reading  the  papers  and  conferring 
the  prizes  and  diplomas  was  assigned  to  W.  W.  Champion,  Esq.,  and 
to  J.  H.  McMinn,  who  manifested  great  interest  in  the  celebration 
and  whose  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  the  programme  was  in- 
valuable. The  papers  showed  careful  and  diligent  research  on  the 
part  of  the  pupils,  and  many  unrecorded  facts  and  legends  incident 
to  the  early  history  of  the  county  were  garnered  and  put  in  tangi- 
ble shape  for  the  historian  who  in  the  future  undertakes  the  work 
of  collaborating  a  complete  history  of  the  county.  It  was  a  lesson  in 
composition,  history  and  patriotism,  and  the  day  was  one  long  to 
be  remembered  in  the  educational  annals  of  Lycoming  county.     The 
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general  committee  was  composed  of  the  following  persons:  J.  George 
Becht,  president;  W.  W.  Champion,  Esq.,  secretary;  Superintendent 
Sainuei  Transeau,  treasurer;  Dr.  J.  F.  Fleming,  \Y.  \\  .  Kelchner, 
E.  L.  McXett,  J.  M.  M.  Gernerd,  F.  W.  Bobbins,  Jos.  H.  McMinn, 
Daniel  Keeler,  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  H.  T.  Ames,  Esq.,  W.  M. 
Dietrick,  Hon.  J.  S.  Foresman,  W.  H.  Faber,  H.  R.  Fleming,  D.  W. 
Shollenberger,  J.  G.  Dundore,  Dr.  A.  T.  Welker,  S.  W.  Furst,  Dr.  D.  C. 
Flanagan,  J.  W.  Fleming,  Hiram  Winner,  W.  Ellis  Wise,  Dr.  Louis 
Schneider,  J.  A.  Kiess. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  record  of  institutes  and  educational  meetings  for  the  year 
has  been  a  most  satisfactory  one.  In  addition  to  the  annual  session 
of  the  count}'  institute,  twenty  district  institutes,  one  meeting  of 
the  Teachers'  Association  and  twelve  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Ex- 
change were  held.  Other  meetings,  such  as  monthly  reviews,  lit- 
erary societies,  teachers'  and  directors'  meetings  were  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  county.  The  interest  taken  by  our  teachers  and  the  en- 
thusiasm they  display  in  these  meetings  is  a  hopeful  and  encouraging 
indication  of  their  work. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  directors'  association  of  the  county  is  in  splendid  working 
condition.  Its  affairs  are  ably  managed  and  directed  by  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  President,  Dr.  J.  F.  Fleming;  vice  presidents,  E.  L. 
McNett,  M.  I.  Sprout;  secretary,  W.  W.  Champion,  Esq.;  treasurer, 
Hon.  J. \V\ King.  During  the  year  two  meetings  of  the  body  were  held, 
one  in  December,  the  other  in  May.  At  the  December  meeting  more 
than  half  of  the  directors  of  the  county  were  in  attendance.  Some  of 
the  questions  discussed  were:  "Salaries  of  Teachers,"  "Distribution  of 
State  Appropriation,"  "Best  Methods  of  Employing  Teachers,"  "Con- 
tract Between  Teachers  and  Directors,"  "Location  and  Construction 
of  School  Houses."  At  the  May  meeting  State  Superintendent  Dr. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer  was  present  and  delivered  an  interesting  and  in- 
structive address  on  "Duties  and  Besponsibilities  of  Directors." 
These  meetings  of  the  directors  give  to  the  educational  work  of 
Lycoming  county  a  direction  and  an  impetus  the  value  of  which  is 
inestimable. 

In  a  general  way  there  has  been  a  gradual  and  substantial  forward 
movement  in  the  different  departments  of  school  work  during  the 
year.  There  is  room,  however,  for  further  improvement.  But  the 
people  are  interested,  the  directors  earnest  in  their  endeavors  and  the 
teachers  awake  to  the  needs  of  the  schools.  With  these  forces 
acting  in  harmonious  accord,  the  future  is  bright  with  promise. 
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McKEAN  COUNTY— W.  P.  Eckels. 

We  have  reached  another  mile  stone  and  look  back  to  see  what  we 
have  accomplished. 

We  are  happy  to  say  that  here  in  McKean  county  we  have  made 
an  advance  all  along  the  line. 

We  have  built  nine  school  houses  during  the  year,  of  which  two 
contain  two  rooms. 

Hamlin  township  built  fine  two  room  buildings  at  Lafayette  and 
Kushequa.  Keating  township  leads  in  numbers,  for  they  built  three 
new  houses. 

Our  school  houses  and  grounds  will  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  any  other  county  in  the  State. 

The  law  regarding  out-houses  has  not  been  obeyed  so  fully  as  it 
ought  to  be,  but  the  work  is  going  on  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  we 
hope  to  report  all  in  good  shape. 

AVe  had  a  longer  average  school  term  this  year  than  last  and  ex- 
pect it  to  be  increased  this  year. 

We  have  a  few  cases  in  which  the  increased  appropriation  has 
not  benefited  the  schools  either  by  longer  terms  or  better  wages. 

A  way  1o  withhold  the  increase  from  those  who  make  use  of  it  only 
to  decrease  their  taxes  would  be  a  good  thing  for  such  places. 

We  have  introduced  into  several  townships  during  the  past  year 
"Normal  School  days,"  on  which  the  teachers  and  directors  meet  the 
superintendent  and  a  session  of  school  formed  by  the  teachers  and 
led  by  the  superintendent  is  held.  Exercises  in  the  different  com- 
mon school  subjects  are  given  after  each  of  which  the  method  is 
discussed.  These  have  proven  to  be  of  great  good,  and  we  expect  to 
extend  them  this  year. 

We  hail  with  delight  the  increasing  numbers  of  college  and  nor- 
mal school  graduates  among  our  teachers.  In  the  better  sections  of 
our  county,  where  the  rule  of  favoritism  or  pecuniary  benefit  to  the 
family  or  relatives  of  the  directors  has  given  way  to  the  greater  good 
of  the  schools,  these  higher  grades  of  certificates  are  more  and  more 
in  demand. 

Haste  the  day  when  none  but  those  who  have  had  special  profes- 
sional training  shall  be  permitted  to  teach  in  the  schools  of  the 
grand  old  "Keystone"  State. 

A  "Graded  Course  of  Study"  and  an  excellent  system  of  "Records" 
were  adopted  by  every  township  in  the  county  during  the  past  year, 
and  have  been  of  considerable  value  in  the  work  of  the  schools.     We 
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expect,  however,  that  with  the  past  year's  experience,  their  value 
will  be  much  more  felt  during  this  year. 

Nearly  all  of  our  better  schools  have  already  (June  20th)  been  sup- 
plied with  teachers  for  next  year.  School  houses  and  grounds  are 
being  overhauled  and  the  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  very  en- 
couraging. 


MERCER  COUNTY— L.  R.  Eckles. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  schools  of  Mercer  county 
have  been  progressive  during  the  year  just  closed.  Our  teachers 
were  faithful  and  industrious.  They  manifested  a  greater  desire  to 
succeed,  and  this  spring  sixty  per  cent,  of  them  attended  school. 
Our  schools  were  much  better  visited  by  directors  and  patrons  than 
formerly.  The  success  of  our  schools  depends  as  much  upon  the  di- 
rectors as  any  other  agency,  and  the  interest  manifested  by  them  last 
year  was  a  great  aid  in  our  knowing  through  their  reports  how  the 
schools  were  prospering. 

While  a  large  number  of  our  schools  are  abundantly  supplied  for 
work,  we  have  some  schools  in  which  the  apparatus  is  insufficient. 
They  have  poor  blackboards,  no  outline  maps,  no  globes,  no  charts, 
no  dictionary;  in  fact,  only  the  bare  walls.  While  these  probably 
could  not  all  be  purchased  at  once,  there  ought  to  be  a  beginning 
made.  We  encouraged  our  teachers  in  these  places  to  procure  these 
aids  by  means  of  socials,  etc.  Good  results  were  obtained  in  many 
places. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Mercer,  and  the  attendance  was 
good.  It  was  more  fruitful  of  good  results  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  than  any  other  within  our  recollection.  The  high  character 
of  the  instruction  given  was  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  institute. 
The  regularly  employed  instructors  were  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State 
Superintendent;  Prof.  T.  Truedly,  Youngstown,  ().;  Miss  Belle 
Thomas,  Chicago;  Ex-Supt.  Geo.  B.  Lord,  Franklin,  Pa.;  Prof.  Theo. 
Carmichael,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  directors  of  the  county  effected  an  organization  on  Thursday 
of  institute  week,  elected  officers  for  the  year,  and  carried  out  a  good 
programme.  They  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  Watson, 
of  Lawrence  county,  Supt.  Wright,  of  Crawford  county,  and  Supt. 
Bigler,  of  Venango  county.  The  next  meeting  was  held  in  May  and 
was  an  excellent  meeting.  The  organization  is  now  permanent,  and 
the  directors  are  coming  to  understand  the  work  done  in  different 
parts  of  the  county. 
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A  neat  and  handsome  frame  structure  was  erected  in  Pine  town- 
ship. A  second  story  was  added  to  the  room  at  Hall  Shaft,  Lake 
township,  thus  affording  better  advantages  to  the  over-crowded  room 
at  that  piace.  The  two  story  frame  building  erected  in  Hickory 
township  is  in  every  way  in  harmony  with  the  progressive  spirit  in 
that  township.  Many  of  the  old  buildings  have  been  painted  and 
fitted  up  anew,  looking  towards  the  comfort  of  the  pupils  as  well  as 
the  appearance  of  the  school  property.  Delaware,  Heinpfield  and 
several  other  townships  papered  the  school  rooms,  thereby  making 
them  pleasant  and  inviting.  In  three  of  our  district  schools,  libra- 
ries of  forty  volumes  each  were  placed.  The  coming  year  we  expect 
to  see  this  phase  of  the  work  extended. 

The  course  of  study  is  doing  more  than  we  expected.  Seventy- 
eight  per  cent,  of  those  who  finished  the  eighth  years  work  attended 
higher  schools.  The  number  completing  the  course  this  year  is 
greater.  The  demand  made  by  these  graduates  for  better  advantages 
has  led  to  the  establishing  of  four  township  high  schools,  this  year, 
where  one  or  two  year's  high  school  course  wTill  be  pursued.  More 
of  these  schools  will  be  established  in  the  future. 

The  recent  legislation  affecting  the  common  schools  is  quite  gen- 
erally endorsed  by  our  people.  The  fact  that  the  attendance  has 
been  increased,  generally,  and  that  teachers'  wages  have  not  been 
decreased  is  evidence  that  the  legislation  is  not  much  in  advance  of 
public  sentiment.  Our  people  had  become  accustomed  to  the  two 
term  system,  and  the  change  in  quite  a  number  of  the  rural  districts 
has  not  been  welcomed.  However,  the  results  obtained  in  these 
places  are  beginning  to  demonstrate  to  the  people  the  wisdom  of  Dr. 
Schaeffer's?  rulings. 

In  conclusion,  1he  outlook  for  next  year  is  encouraging.  Our  insti- 
tute will  be  held  in  August,  instead  of  Christmas  time  as  heretofore. 
I  wish  to  mention  the  cordiality  with  which  the  county  press  has 
treated  us  in  publishing  anything  of  interest  to  the  schools,  and  also 
the  support  and  advice  given  by  the  Department. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— G.  T.  Cooper. 

In  keeping  with  the  common  custom,  we  offer  the  following  brief 
summary  of  our  school  work  during  the  school  year  ending  June, 
189~.  It  is  impossible  to  note  all  the  improvements  or  point  out  all 
the  defects  in  such  an  important  line  of  work  as  is  comprehended  in 
all  the  schools  of  an  entire  county. 
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To  say  that  oar  schools  are  in  the  line  of  improvement,  that  the 
school  \ear  just  closed  has  been  the  most  successful  in  the  history 
of  our  schools,  would  be  simply  to  reiterate  what  has  been  included 
in  almost  every  annual  report  ever  written  by  county,  city  or  bor- 
ough superintendents  since  these  officials  have  become  important 
factors  in  the  public  school  essentials.  I  have  visited  all  the  schools 
of  the  county  twice.  On  my  second  tour  over  the  county,  I  seldom 
visited  more  than  two  schools  a  day  in  the  rural  districts;  this  work 
in  view  of  the  unusual  severity  of  the  winter,  proved  to  be  more  than 
an  ordinary  task. 

The  course  of  study  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report,  was 
prepared,  and  copies  of  the  same  sent  to  the  secretaries  of  the  differ- 
ent school  boards.  It  was  regularly  adopted  in  five  of  the  fourteen 
districts  in  the  county,  viz:  In  Armagh,  Decatur,  Union,  Burnham 
and  McVeytown. 

The  course  was  welcomed  and  put  into  practice  by  most  of  the 
teachers  in  the  other  districts  in  the  county.  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion, "Do  you  believe  that  a  course  of  study  is  a  good  thing?"  nearly 
all  the  teachers  answered,  "yes."  We  hope  to  have  it  adopted  in 
other  districts  next  year,  and  in  the  mean  time  will  urge  the  adop- 
tion of  a  plan  that  will  render  it  more  effective. 

A  number  of  outhouses  were  erected  during  the  year.  Wayne 
township  merits  special  mention  in  this  connection,  since,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  requirement  of  the  law,  the  directors  of  that  township 
erected  two  separate  outbuildings  in  each  district  last  year. 

The  Derry  board  built  an  additional  building  at  the  Toll  Gate.  It 
is  a  brick  house,  70x28,  contains  two  good  rooms  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  56  each.  The  Union  board  built  a  new  frame  school 
house  at  Alexander's  Run;  it  is  a  good  building  and  has  a  seating 
capacity  of  64.  Both  these  houses  were  needed.  Several  school 
houses  in  Decatur  have  received  needed  repairs,  and  like  improve- 
ments have  been  made  as  to  the  surroundings,  A  number  of  dis- 
tricts have  been  provided  with  ample  means  for  the  proper  care  of 
text  books  when  not  in  use;  in  a  few  instances  nothing  has  been 
done  along  this  line,  and  the  complaints  of  teachers  on  this  account 
omens  the  necessity  of  a  number  of  new  book  cases. 

McVeytown  and  Burnham  have  supplied  their  schools  with  good 
outline  maps  adjusted  on  convenient  rollers.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  only  three  of  the  rural  districts  had  a  longer  school  term  than 
the  minimum  fixed  by  law.  Brown,  Derry  and  Decatur  each,  had 
seven  months  school.  All  the  boroughs  and  Burnham  (Ind.),  had 
their  usual  term — eight  months. 

It  is  a  matter  of  still  further  regret,  that  in  most  of  the  districts 
in  which  the  length  of  terms  was  diminished,  the  wages  of  teachers 
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were  reduced.  These  short  comings  seem  to  be  due  to  existing 
debts  incurred  in  the  purchasing  of  text-books,  supplies,  etc.,  and  in 
a  few  instances,  the  deficit  is,  perhaps,  partly  due  to  a  diminution 
of  the  amount  of  tax  levied  for  school  purposes. 

A  number  of  text-books  were  too  hastily  adopted  last  year,  and  as 
a  consequent  result,  there  are  several  series  of  books  in  use  that  can- 
not be  changed  too  soon.  It  would  certainly  be  a  sad  mistake  to 
compel  the  use  of  a  series  of  books  longer  than  three  years  as  re- 
quired by  the  present  law;  and  it  would  be  equally  unfortunate  to 
enforce  the  changing  of  all  the  text-books  at  the  same  time. 

Five  schools  in  the  county  changed  teachers  during  the  school 
term;  two  of  these  changes  were  due  to  sickness,  one  teacher  ie- 
signed  his  school  with  a  view  of  better  salary  in  a  different  vocation, 
dissatisfaction  in  the  selection  of  a  teacher  at  the  beginning  of  the 
term  caused  the  fourth  to  change,  and  in  the  last  instance,  the 
teacher  preferred  matrimony  to  the  cares  and  perplexities  of  a  ped- 
agogue. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  teachers  wanting  professional  certifi- 
cates, I  have  established  the  following  basis,  viz:  That  all  appli- 
cants for  professional  certificates  must  hold  a  provisioual  certificate 
issued  at  the  last  annual  examination  averaging  one  and  a  half  with 
one  in  theory  and  one  in  practice;  provided  further,  That  the  appli- 
cant pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  English  and  American  liter- 
ature, physical  geography,  algebra  and  psychology.  I  believe  that 
when  this  basis  becomes  fairly  established,  it  will  be  productive  of 
good  results;  it  is  in  the  line  of  advancement.  The  Mitliin  county 
directors'  association  continues  to  meet  twice  a  year  at  the  county 
seat.  These  meetings  are  highly  beneficial,  but  a  better  attendance 
would  bring  forth  still  better  results. 

If  all  our  directors  and  more  of  our  teachers  had  access  to  the 
Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  I  believe  it  would  prove  to  be  a  worthy 
auxiliary  in  the  line  of  suggestions  and  information  relative  to  the 
operation  and  management  of  the  schools  of  our  own  State. 

We  have  a  number  of  excellent  teachers,  and  among  them  several 
primary  teachers  that  cannot  easily  be  excelled;  they  are  profes- 
sionals in  their  line  of  work. 

The  Lewistown  schools,  under  the  supervision  of  Prof.  W.  F.  Ken- 
nedy, have  had  a  successful  term.  The  commencement  exercises 
were  held  in  the  opera  house  on  Thursday  evening,  May  9th.  The 
programme  was  a  good  one  and  was  well  executed  by  the  nine  mem- 
bers of  the  graduating  class.  During  the  two  years  that  I  have  been 
in  the  office  of  superintendent  I  have  written  educational  notes  for 
the  county  papers  from  time  to  time,  setting  forth  improvements 
needed,  making  mention  of  improvements  made,  and  giving  such 
details  as  might  be  suggestive  as  well  as  interesting. 
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I  am  fully  satisfied  that  our  schools  have  been  prolific  of  good  re- 
sults. This  conclusion  is  based  on  the  manifest  competency  of  our 
teachers,  the  general  satisfaction  in  all  the  school  districts,  the  inter- 
est shown  in  the  six  local  institutes  held  in  the  county,  the  succe3s 
of  our  county  institute,  and  the  general  feeling  of  good  will  existing 
among  our  teachers,  patrons  and  school  officials. 

I  conclude  my  second  year's  work  with  thankful  acknowledgment 
of  kindnesses  received  at  the  hands  of  teachers,  directors  and  pa- 
trons; and  hope  for  their  continued  interest  and  co-operation  in  mak- 
ing our  schools  even  more  successful  in  the  year  upon  which  we  have 
entered  than  they  have  been  in  the  year  past. 


MONROE  COUNTY— T.  H.  Serfass. 

Last  year's  report  was  closed  with  the  statement  that  the  outlook 
for  the  future  was  promising,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  be  able 
to  say,  at  the  beginning  of  my  report  for  the  year  that  has  just 
closed,  that  the  work  of  the  schools  has,  on  the  whole,  been  progres- 
sive, and  in  many  instances  an  improvement  on  that  of  the  previous 
year.  By  way  of  comparison,  it  may  be  observed  that  there  were 
more  schools  in  operation,  more  pupils  in  attendance  by  240.  more 
thorough  organization  existed  in  the  schools;  more  attention  was 
given  to  all  the  studies  belonging  to  the  common  school  curriculum; 
more  comfortable  and  better  school  accommodations  had  been  pro- 
vided; more  normal  school  graduates  taught;  more  teachers  had 
received  training  at  normal  schools,  and  at  academies;  more  expres- 
sions of  satisfaction  were  heard  from  the  patrons.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  were  fewer  instances  of  interruptions  and  changes 
caused  by  resignation;  fewer  teachers  without  any  previous  exper- 
ience; fewer  cases  causing  any  complaint,  or  dissatisfaction. 

While  the  school  machinery  has  worked  with  considerable  steadi- 
ness, and  produced  results  encouraging  under  existing  conditions,  a 
little  more  oil  would  greatly  increase  its  working  capacity  and  add 
to  its  products,  both  quantity  and  quality.  Compensation,  in  other 
words,  is  an  important  factor  in  the  affairs  of  our  public  schools.  It 
commands  and  retains  ability,  skill ;  renders  conditions  favorable  to 
better  and  more  desirable  results.  Without  the  proper  adjustment 
of  the  matter  of  compensation,  the  superintendent  stands,  in  a  mea- 
sure, handicapped;  patrons  are  disappointed  in  their  fond  expecta- 
tions; and  the  children  are  deprived  of  the  advantages  of  a  good 
common  school  education. 
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There  is,  however,  a  sentiment  slowly  forming  and  gaining  influ- 
ence throughout  the  rural  districts,  favoring  tne  investment  of  moie 
capital  in  teaching  force.  This  is  viewing  the  matter  from  a  business 
standpoint.  In  those  districts  in  this  county,  where  the  experiment 
has  been  tried,  the  results  have  proved  its  wisdom.  Let  all  con- 
nected with  and  interested  in  the  affairs  of  our  schools,  fall  in  line, 
unite  the  different  forces  available,  and  thus  accomplish  a  work  that 
shall  prove  a  blessing  to  our  children,  and  do  honor  to  all  engaged 
in  it. 

During  the  year,  three  new  school  houses  were  erected — two  in 
Tunkhannock  district,  and  one  in  the  borough  of  East  Stroudsburg. 
The  former  are  neat,  comfortable  buildings,  attractive  in  appearance 
inside,  and  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate  surface;  the 
latter  is  a  handsome  structure,  75x100  feet,  and  80  feet  to  the  top 
of  the  belfry  tower.  It  is  made  of  brick  with  Nickelson  stone  trim- 
mings, and  West  Mountain  buff  stone  as  a  base.  It  is  two  stories  in 
height,  and  contains  twelve  school  rooms,  two  recitations  rooms,  and 
one  book  and  stationery  room,  and  is  furnished  with  all  the  modern 
improvements;  cost,  $25,000.  On  the  24th  of  September,  it  was 
dedicated  to  the  cause  of  education  with  appropriate  exercises. 
State  Superintendent  Schaeffer,  Prof.  Bible  and  County  Superinten- 
dent Serfass  delivered  addresses. 

The  county  institute  was  one  of  the  interesting  and  successful 
events  of  the  year.  It  brought  together  the  largest  number  of 
teachers  ever  assembled  in  the  county,  and  the  attendance  by  the 
public  was  beyond  the  seating  capacity  of  the  court  room.  The  in- 
structors did  excellent  work.  It  commanded  attention  and  sustained 
a  lively  interest  during  the  entire  week.  Profs.  Henry  W.  Elson, 
Geo.  P.  Bible,  E.  L.  Kemp.  A.  P.  Root,  J.  W.  Paul,  Bupt.  D.  A.  Har- 
man,  Ex-Supt.  C.  J.  Swift  and  Miss  Gertrude  Edmund  were  our  day 
instructors;  for  the  evening  entertainments,  we  had  Col.  Geo.  W. 
Bain,  P.  von  Finklestein  Mamrevo,  Prof.  Kemp  and  Misses  Edmund 
and  Bradley. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  different  localities.  They  are  grow- 
ing in  favor  with  the  teachers  and  the  patrons. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  at  Tobyhanna,  Stroudsburg 
and  East  Stroudsburg.  Two  were  graduated  from  the  grammar 
school  of  Tobyhanna;  eight  from  the  high  school  of  Stroudsburg, 
and  three  from  the  East  Stroudsburg  high  school.  These  graduating 
exercises  are  numbered  among  the  interesting  events  in  connection 
with  our  schools.  The  graduating  classes  have  been  growing 
stronger — not  always  in  number,  but  in  scholarship. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that,  viewing  the  field  retrospectively 
and  prospectively,  the  outlook  for  the  present  year  is  more  cheering 
than  that  of  the  past  year  has  been. 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— R.  F.  Hoffecker. 

The  schools  opened  with  all  of  the  former  teachers  but  fifty-two. 
Of  this  number,  fifteen  brought  reliable  proof  of  having  made  a  good 
record  elsewhere  and  the  remainder  were  beginners,  fifteen  of  whom 
had  received  professional  training.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  I  ex- 
amined the  work  of  thirty-three  districts.  This  embraced  the  ex- 
amination of  a  large  number  of  juniors  and  two  hundred  and  three 
seniors,  who  had  completed  the  graded  course  of  study.  One  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  passed  a  fair  examination  and  were  awarded  a 
common  school  diploma.  Reports  showing  the  standard  of  the  pupils 
were  sent  to  the  different  boards.  From  these  statements  directors 
can  discern  the  difference  in  the  results  gained  by  the  different 
teachers.  These  examinations  proved,  as  previous  tests  had  done, 
that  the  best  work  was  accomplished  by  the  teachers  who  were  the 
best  intellectually  prepared.  The  idea  is  still  prevalent  that  the 
best  scholars  are  not  always  the  best  teachers.  But,  the  best 
schools  in  our  county  are  found  where  the  teachers  have  made  thor- 
ough preparation  for  teaching.  It  is  out  of  the  intellectual  fulness 
of  the  teacher  that  children  must  be  fed,  and  brain  poverty  on  the 
part  of  the  teacher  cannot  produce  richness  in  the  pupil.  Our  great- 
est anxiety  is  during  the  period  of  selecting  teachers.  The  majority 
of  the  directors  feel  the  necessity  of  securing  the  best  attainable, 
but  there  are  some  who  seek  to  fill  positions  with  relatives,  neigh- 
bors or  friends.  The  average  length  of  our  school  term  gradually  in- 
creases. There  are  only  three  districts  whose  term  is  the  min- 
imum required  by  law. 

Nine  libraries  were  organized  the  past  year,  and  one  thousand 
volumes  added  to  those  previously  established.  Libraries  owe  their 
origin  and  rapid  increase  almost  wholly  to  energetic  and  cultured 
teachers. 

Near  the  beginning  of  the  term,  Conshohocken  introduced  manual 
training  and  sewing.  This  progressive  movement  has  proved  very 
satisfactory. 

We  have  four  township  high  schools.  In  three  of  these,  the  prin- 
cipals have  supervisory  powers. 

The  county  institute  was  attended  by  all  of  the  teachers  of  the 
county  but  five.  The  best  instructors  available  were  employed. 
Much  valuable  information  was  given,  good  methods  were  shown, 
and  great  enthusiasm  was  aroused. 

Three  local  institutes  were  held.  These  met  with  flattering  suc- 
cess. 
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The  examinations  for  teachers  have  been  made  as  rigid  as  pos- 
sible for  many  years,  and  we  now  have  a  less  number  of  unprepared 
candidates,  and  more  teachers  seeking  higher  qualifications.  Great 
care  has  also  been  exercised  in  signing  applications  for  Normal 
school  diplomas. 

Teachers  are  the  soul  of  our  educational  forces,  and  every  effort 
must  be  put  forth  to  urge  them  forward  and  to  sustain  them  in  their 
labors. 

We  need  careful,  clear,  painstaking  and  perseveringly  industrious 
teachers  to  train  children  in  concentration  of  thought,  in  persistence 
of  effort  and  thoroughness  of  workmanship. 

The  common  schools  should  be  made  so  good  that  the  rich  man 
can  find  no  better  anywhere  for  his  children,  and  so  complete  that 
the  poor  man  may  give  to  his  children  a  liberal  education.  To  ac- 
complish this,  the  people  must  feel  the  necessity  of  a  careful  choice 
of  directors,  and  higher  salaries  must  be  paid  to  faithful  workers. 

Legislation  is  needed  to  direct  a  just  use  of  the  State  appropria- 
tion, and  to  demand  a  closer  supervision  of  the  schools.  This  super- 
vision must  be  made  by  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  science  of 
teaching. 

The  educational  aids  of  the  conntv  are  active  and  helpful. 

The  directors'  association  held  semi-annual  meetings.  Important 
and  vital  school  questions  were  discussed  at  every  session.  The 
teachers'  professional  society  convened  quarterly  and  sustained  pro- 
fitable meetings.  Commencement  exercises  are  good  levers  in  pro- 
moting educational  sentiment  and  care  has  always  been  taken  to 
have  addresses  from  men  who  are  keenly  alive  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  common  schools. 

The  entire  press  of  the  county  are  in  sympathy  with  the  public 
school  system  and  frequently  publish  educational  news.  Again, 
thanking  the  State  Department  for  prompt  and  effectual  advice,  we 
close  this,  onr  seventeenth  annual  report. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— W.  D.  Steinbach. 

I  point  with  pleasure  to  the  progress  that  our  schools  have  made 
during  the  year.  Out  of  seventy-nine  teachers  employed  in  this 
county,  there  was  but  one  failure.  The  enrolment  was  larger  and 
the  average  attendance  was  the  best  that  I  have  ever  known.  More 
visiting  was  done  by  the  directors  during  the  year  than  at  any 
time  during  my  eight  years  of  supervision.     T  had  the  pleasure  of 
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visiting  the  schools  of  Anthony,  Cooper,  Liberty  and  West  Hemlock 
in  company  with  some  of  the  directors,  and  I  note  with  pleasure  that 
it  gave  those  schools  a  new  impetus.  All  the  schools  in  Mahoning 
and  Cooper  were  regularly  visited  by  some  of  the  directors.  The 
school  yard  at  Mechanicsville  has  been  solidly  and  very  beautifully 
graded  with  gravel  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Mahoning  board 
of  directors.  Their  houses  have  all  been  put  in  first  class  condition 
and  their  outhouses,  erected  in  compliance  with  the  law,  are  the 
best  in  the  county.  The  directors  of  West  Hemlock  exercised  great 
care  in  the  selection  of  teachers,  and  their  schools  were  the  best  thc-y 
have  ever  had.  Mr.  L.  C.  Shultz  and  I  visited  two  of  them  in  one 
day  and  we  were  exceedingly  well  pleased  with  their  condition. 
Heretofore  there  has  generally  been  a  little  trouble.  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  standard  of  uur  schools  would  be  raised  much 
higher  if  more  visiting  were  done  by  directors  and  patrons.  I  have 
visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  twice  during  the  term.  A  few 
three  or  four  times.  All  the  Danville  schools  three  times.  At  the 
opening  of  the  term  the  Danville  directors  elected  Prof.  J.  C.  Houser 
supervisory  principal  of  the  their  school  and  gave  him  full  control. 
What  this  new  departure  will  work  only  time  will  tell.  During  the 
month  of  May,  Prof.  Houser  was  elected  a  borough  superintendent 
of  Danville  for  a  term  of  one  year.  This  leaves  but  forty-nine 
schools  for  the  county  superintendent  to  look  after.  Certainly  with 
the  co-operation  of  teachers  and  directors,  good  work  can  be  accom- 
plished. I  have  now  in  preparation  a  course  of  study  for  the  un- 
graded schools  of  the  county  which  I  expect  to  introduce  at  the  open- 
ing of  our  next  term.  Something  of  this  kind  is  badly  needed.  And 
now,  with  free  text-books  and  supplies,  and  a  compulsory  law  of  at- 
tendance, such  a  course  can  certainly  be  made  effective.  Our  county 
institute  was  pronounced  by  all  a  grand  success.  Hon.  Henry  Houck, 
Deputy  State  Superintendent, was  with  us  the  greater  part  of  the  week 
and  rendered  excellent  service  in  arousing  our  teachers  and  pointing 
the  way  to  success.  He  is  very  popular  among  our  teachers  and  peo 
pie,  and  met  with  rounds  of  applause  whenever  he  came  upon  the  plat- 
form. Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  the  Bloomsburg  Normal,  was  one  of 
our  leading  instructors  during  the  week.  He  is  certainly  a  very 
strong  man  before  an  institute.  His  talks  are  practical,  suggestive 
and  certainly  very  helpful.  Prin.  J.  P.  Welsh,  of  the  Bloomsburg 
Normal,  was  with  us  a  part  of  two  days.  His  talk  on  the  Pollard 
system  was  listened  to  with  marked  interest  and  attention  and  threw 
much  light  upon  that  subject.  Prof.  Detweiler  gave  us  two  very  fine 
talks  on  U.  S.  history.  Miss  Smith  took  up  the  subject  of  drawing 
and  handled  it  with  skill,  showing  that  she  was  entirely  at  home  with 
the  subject.  Prof.  Houser  rendered  ns  good  services  during  the 
7-5-95 
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week.  Prof.  F.  W.  Ream  gave  two  talks  on  Primary  Reading.  Prof. 
R.  H.  Wilson  gave  two  scholarly  talks  on  Advantages  of  a  Higher 
Education  and  Evolution  in  Education.  The  year's  work  has  been 
very  pleasant  and  the  outlook  is  very  bright  for  next  year.  With 
thanks  to  all  who  have  aided  me  in  my  labors,  I  close  this  my  eighth 
annual  report. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— W.  F.  Hoch. 

In  reviewing  the  work  for  the  term  just  closed,  we  are  able  to  re- 
port steady  progress  in  our  public  school  work.  Our  people  realize 
that  our  future  welfare  as  a  community  depends  largely  upon  the 
success  and  prosperity  of  our  public  schools.  The  teachers,  as  a 
class,  are  earnest,  honest  and  faithful  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  Fewer  complaints  against  them  were  heard  than  during  any 
previous  year.  Many  of  our  teachers,  in  order  to  better  prepare 
themselves  for  their  work,  attended  the  Normal  schools  or  other  ex- 
cellent institutions  during  the  past  year.  Such  teachers  should  be 
recognized  by  school  boards  when  positions  are  to  be  filled. 

In  order  to  get  our  teachers  to  do  more  reading  along  professional 
lines,  a  committee  of  ten  was  appointed  by  the  superintendent  at  the 
last  county  institute:  1.  To  organize  a  county  teachers'  r*eadh:g 
circle,  whose  aim  shall  be  systematic  reading  along  purely  profes- 
sional lines.  2.  The  circle  to  be  composed  of  various  local  circles, 
to  be  formed  in  the  several  school  districts.  3.  The  providing  of  two 
courses  of  reading,  viz:  A  preliminary  and  an  advanced  course.  4. 
The  dividing  of  the  county  into  ten  districts,  each  to  be  presided 
over  by  a  member  of  this  committee. 

5.  The  placing  of  the  general  supervision  of  the  work  in  the  hands 
of  the  county  superintendent,  together  with  the  committee. 

6.  The  arrangement  of  a  syllabus,  a  copy  of  which  is  to  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  each  member. 

7.  The  adoption  of  the  following  books,  from  which  the  reading  is 
to  be  selected: 

Advanced  Course. — Compayre's  History  of  Education,  Payne;  J. 
M.  Baldwin's  Elements  of  Psychology,  McMurry's  General  Methods, 
Pickard's  Supervision. 

Collateral  Reading — Rosenkrantz's  Philosophy  of  Education, 
Lange's  Apperception,  Parker's  Pedagogics,  Payne's  Supervision. 

General  Reading — Pestalozzi's  Leonard  and  Gertrude.  Rosseau's 
Emile,  Spencer's  Education. 
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Preliminary  Course — Painter's  History  of  Education,  Allen's  Mind 
{Studies,  White's  School  Management. 

UoJuaierai  Uourse — .Lang  s  uneac  Teachers  of  Four  Centuries,  Ar- 
nold's Waymarks  for  Teachers,  Howland's  Hints  on  Teaching. 

General  Course — Evolution  of  Dodd,  Cooper's  Apperception. 

Every  member  can  choose  for  himself  whether  he  will  take  the 
preliminary  or  advanced  course,  but  is  required  to  take  the  reading 
of  the  course  which  he  selects.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
teachers  under  my  supervision  have  read  the  first  three  books  of  the 
preliminary  course.  In  nearly  all  the  boroughs  the  teachers  held 
weekly  meetings  and  in  some  of  the  rural  districts  the  teachers  met 
once  a  month. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the 
Easton  high  school  building.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the 
State,  and  everybody  was  pleased  with  our  place  of  meeting.  The 
instructors  were  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Profs.  W.  W.  Deatrick,  C.  H. 
Albert,  R  L.  Park,  E.  L.  Kemp,  J.  J.  Hardy,  C.  M.  Parker,  G.  P.  Bible, 
A.  E.  Winship,  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin  and  Miss  Lydia  J.  Newcoinb. 
Evening  lectures  were  given  by  Prof.  K.  L.  Park,  Dr.  Winship  and 
Col.  Geo.  W.  Bain,  and  an  entertainment  by  "The  Original  Home- 
stead Quartette." 

Of  the  425  teachers,  420  were  present;  three  were  absent  on  ac- 
count of  sickness. 

The  directors'  association  held  a  very  successful  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday of  institute  week.  The  subjects  discussed  were  Township 
High  Schools,  by  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  and  Supplementary  Reading, 
by  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  and  an  address  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer. 

Local  iDstitutes  were  held  at  Bath,  Pen  Argyl,  East  Bangor,  North- 
ampton, Nazareth  and  Freemansburg.  All  these  meetings  except 
one,  were  largely  attended.  Nearly  all  the  work  at  the  local  insti- 
tutes was  done  by  our  teachers,  and  the  success  of  the  meetings  was 
due  to  their  assistance  and  hearty  co-operation. 

Five  new  houses  were  built;  one  each  in  Allen,  Bangor,  Bethle- 
hem, Moore  and  Lower  Nazareth.  The  new  building  at  Bangor  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  county.  It  is  a  two-story  brick  structure, 
containing  four  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  and  an  assembly  room  and 
two  class  rooms  on  the  second.  It  is  heated  by  a  system  of  direct 
and  indirect  heating  and  ventilation. 

The  building  was  appropriately  dedicated  December  4th,  when  it 
was  crowded  with  citizens  eager  to  congratulate  the  school  board 
upon  the  success  that  had  so  signally  crowned  their  labors.  Allen, 
rininfield  and  Washington  painted  their  houses  and  made  other 
necessary  improvements.     In   conclusion,  I  heartily  thank  the  De- 
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partment  of  Public  Instruction,  the  directors  and  teachers,  the  pub- 
lic press  of  the  county  and  friends  of  education  for  their  courtesies 
and  co-operation. 


NORTHUMBERLAND   COUNTY— Ira    Shipman. 

The  school  year  ending  June  3,  1895,  is  replete  with  evidences  of 
progress.  New  school  houses,  introduction  of  apparatus  and  charts, 
improvement  01  general  appearance  or  scnooi  rooms,  better  distribu- 
tion of  light  by  supplying  rooms  with  adjustable  window  curtains, 
grading  of  grounds,  planting  of  trees,  more  frequent  visits  by  school 
officers,  local  institutes,  reading  of  standard  educational  journals  by 
teachers,  introduction  of  a  graded  course  of  study,  and  a  general  ex- 
pression and  desire  to  build  upon  sound  educational  principles,  are 
among  the  most  noticeable  proofs  of  advancement. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Sunbury,  December  17-21,  1894. 
Not  including  Sharnokin  borough,  which  did  not  join  in  the  institute 
exercises,  we  had  the  best  percentage  of  attendance  ever  reached  in 
Northumberland  county.  Several  of  the  county  teachers  took  an 
active  part  in  giving  instruction  before  the  institute.  The  section 
work  begun  last  year  was  continued  and  still  seems  to  be  popular 
with  our  teachers.  Among  the  day  instructors  were:  Dr.  N.  C. 
Sckaeffer,  Prof.  W.  W.  Deatrick,  Prof.  W.  J.  Wolverton,  Miss  Nellie 
Moore,  Supt  B.  R.  Johnson,  Dr.  G.  G.  Groff,  and  Dr.  J.  P.  Welsh. 
Special  attention  was  given  to  music,  conducted  by  Prof.  E.  W.  New- 
ton. The  evening  lecturers  were:  Maj.  H.  C.  Dane,  Col.  G.  W.  Bain, 
Prof.  J.  B.  DeMotte  and  Dr.  James  Hedley.  There  were  303  regular 
and  7  supply  teachers  enrolled. 

The  directors'  convention  held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of 
institute  week  was  well  attended  (98  present)  and  topics  of  general 
interest  bearing  directly  upon  school  work  discussed.  The  time  for 
these  meetings  always  proves  too  short,  and  we  welcome  the  day 
when  they  may  be  more  frequent.  As  soon  as  our  legislators  can 
be  convinced  that  directors  should  have  their  expenses  paid  for  at- 
tending these  educational  meetings  the  attendance  will  be  better  and 
greater  good  accomplished. 

The  method  of  asking  text-book  questions  in  regular  order  is  rap- 
idly yielding  to  the  better  method  of  using  the  text-books  only  as 
guides  and  suiting  the  question  to  the  pupil  and  the  occasion  and  as- 
sociating with  it  the  general  information  of  the  day  now  so  easily  ob- 
tained through   our  daily  and  weekly  newspapers.     Too  often,  per- 
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sons  engaged  in  the  profession  stand  before  their  classes,  with  text- 
book in  hand  watching  the  lines  closer  than  the  thought  or  the  un- 
derlying principle.  All  credit  to  the  teacher  who  has  gotten  out  of 
this  disastrous  routine.  The  teaching  of  local  geography  and  local 
history  is  still  in  its  introductory  stage,  but  bids  fair  to  receive  the 
time  and  attention  due  it. 

Local  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county  and  the  directors 
of  a  few  districts  required  their  teachers  to  hold  a  local  institute  at 
least  once  a  month,  some  oftener.  These  local  meetings  aroused  a 
spirit  of  rivalry  and  a  desire  for  better  methods  of  teaching,  and 
have  given  the  teachers'  profession  an  impetus  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  a  greater  desire  for  professional  training. 

Near  the  close  of  the  past  school  term  I  sent  to  every  teacher  a 
blank  report  asking  for  information  upon  25  points  pertaining  to  the 
school  work.  With  very  few  exceptions  these  were  promptly  re- 
turned, properly  filled  out,  giving  information  not  available  at  the 
time  of  the  official  visits  and  offering  many  suggestions  valuable  in 
making  a  more  definite  statistical  report  of  the  schools  and  serving 
as  guides  for  future  reference. 

One  district,  Coal  township,  made  a  new  departure  by  electing  a 
teacher  known  as  a  supervising  principal,  whose  duty  it  was  to  serve 
as  supply  and  keep  general  supervision  of  the  work  of  the  district. 
There  are  37  schools  in  this  district,  and  the  plan  proved  to  be  prac- 
ticable and  profitable.  Close,  careful  supervision  is  a  necessary  ele- 
ment in  any  successful  undertaking,  and  school  work  is  not  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  business  affairs  of  life.  The  closer  the  supervi- 
sion the  better  the  results. 

The  introduction  of  vocal  music  as  one  of  the  common  school  stu- 
dies has  been  at  least  twice  attempted  and  as  often  defeated,  but  is 
following  closely  the  compulsory  education  law  and  will  in  time  be 
spread  upon  our  statute  books.  When  this  is  accomplished  the  di- 
rection and  training  of  musical  talent  must  be  placel  in  skilled 
hands  and  many  teachers  eminently  successful  in  other  school  work 
will  not  be  able,  either  from  lack  of  training  or  physical  inability 
(have  no  music  in  them)  to  successfully  conduct  this  branch,  and  an 
opportunity  for  dividing  into  districts  of  about  15  schools  each,  with 
a  music  teacher  acting  as  supervising  principal  will  then  be  offered. 

The  graded  course  of  study  spoken  of  in  our  former  report  has 
been  introduced,  tried,  found  to  be  practical  and  adopted  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  boards  in  the  following  districts:  Upper  Augusta,  Lower 
Augusta,  Cameron,  Chillisquaque,  Coal,  Dalmatia,  Delaware,  Gear- 
I'ort.  Jorrlnn.  Lewis.  TTpner  Mahanov.  Lower  Mahanov.  Point.  Rar>Tin 
Riverside,  Rockefeller,  Rush,  Snydertown,  Shamokin  township  and 
Turbot. 
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The  course  aims  to  systematize  the  work,  to  form  a  basis  for  com- 
parison, to  aid  teachers  who  are  just  beginning,  to  start  pupils  at  the 
right  time  and  in  the  right  direction,  to  develop  the  whole  range  of 
common  school  studies  and  not  make  a  specialty  of  the  three  r's. 
The  results  of  the  first  year's  trial  are  gratifying  and  beyond  what 
was  anticipated. 

During  the  3-ear  I  made  381  visits  to  schools,  held  27  public  ex- 
aminations, the  county  institute,  7  local  institutes,  5  teachers'  meet- 
ings previous  to  opening  of  schools,  5  central  examinations  for  pupils 
of  country  districts,  2  examinations  of  graduating  classes  in  high 
schools,  and  wrote  hundreds  of  letters.  All  the  schools,  except 
seven,  were  visited  by  directors.  Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  that 
closer  supervision  was  exercised  than  at  any  time  heretofore. 

The  free,  open,  earnest  co-operation  of  teachers  and  directors  has 
done  much  toward  making  the  school  work  of  the  year,  pleasant  and 
profitable,  and  an  enduring  monument  in  the  school  history  of  the 
county. 

It  pivph  me  pleasure  to  add  that  mv  lenrnod  friend.  Hon.  J.  -T.  Rei- 
mensnyder,  the  first  county  superintendent  of  Northumberland 
county,  is  still  living,  and  although  physically  enfeebled  by  age,  he 
still  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  which  have 
done  so  much  to  distinguish  us  as  a  nation. 

Thanking  all  who  in  any  way  aided  me  in  my  efforts  to  place  North- 
umberland county  in  her  proper  rank  as  a  school  county,  I  respect- 
fully submit  this  my  second  annual  report. 


PERRY  COUNTY— J.  M.  Arnold. 

While  I  cannot  say  that  we  have  made  satisfactory  improvement 
in  every  particular  during  the  past  year,  yet  I  can  report  that  in 
many  respects  very  commendable  and  gratifying  progress  has  been 
made.  In  comparing  the  average  condition  of  our  schools  with  those 
that  have  reached  a  high  degree  of  proficiency,  we  find  that  there 
is  yet  much  to  do  before  we  have  reached  that  standard  of  excel- 
lence which  we  so  much  desire;  but,  with  our  people  interested  in 
the  building  up  and  maintaining  the  schools,  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion year  after  year  becoming  more  thorough  and  practical,  our 
teachers  better  prepared  to  do  their  work,  we  can  expect  more  sub- 
stantial progress  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  old  houses  are  being  replaced  with  new  buildings  as  rapidly 
as    circumstances    will    permit.       There  are,  however,  at  present, 
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twenty-six  houses  in  the. county  that  are  no  longer  fit  for  service,  and 
forty-three  with  the  old  time  desks. 

Eight  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  in  the  following 
districts:  Buffalo,  Centre,  Carroll,  Landisburg,  Miller,  Oliver,  Rye 
and  Spring.  All  of  these  are  good,  substantial,  well-planned  build- 
ings, supplied  with  the  best  improved  furniture,  and  several  with 
slate  surface. 

The  new  house  at  Landisburg  is  a  handsome  two-story  building 
with  large  enclosed  grounds.  This  building  gives  Landisburg  what 
it  has  long  needed — good  school  facilities. 

New  furniture  was  also  placed  in  four  houses  in  Tuscarora;  two 
in  S.  W.  Madison  and  one  in  Carroll. 

Houses  in  many  districts  were  remodelled,  or  improved.  At 
Marysville  the  grounds  were  enclosed  with  a  high  board  fence,  and 
the  rooms  and  halls  handsomely  papered,  adding  much  to  their  ap- 
pearance. Water  was  put  into  the  building  at  Newport.  A  series 
of  relief  maps  were  placed  in  the  schools  of  Bloomfield  and  Dun- 
cannon.     Dictionaries  are  now  found  in  nearly  all  of  the  schools. 

As  to  apparatus,  there  is  a  lamentable  deficiency.  A  few  of  the 
borough  schools  are  moderately  well  supplied,  but  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts there  is  a  great  lack  of  even  such  necessary  appliances  as 
blackboards  and  maps.  In  supplies,  such  as  tablets,  etc.,  the  direc- 
tors in  many  districts  are  not  as  liberal  as  they  should  be. 

Two  new  schools  were  established  during  the  year,  one  in  Penn 
and  one  in  Tuscarora. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  New  Bloomfield,  Decem- 
ber 3-7.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  ninety  teachers  employed  in  the 
county,  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  were  in  attendance,  and  the  in- 
terest manifested  generally  was  never  better.  During  the  day  ses- 
sions instruction  was  given  by  Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips, 
Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  Supt.  W.  F.  Zumbro,  Geo.  R.  Barnett,  Esq.,  Profs. 
J.  M.  Eppstein,  W.  E.  Baker,  E.  U.  Aumiller,  Geo.  B.  Roddy  and  I. 
H.  Winter. 

Evening  entertainments  were  lectures  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Fitzwilliam, 
Dr.  L.  I.  Handy  and  Hon.  James  M.  Beck,  and  a  musical  entertain- 
ment by  the  Torbett  Concert  Company.  In  addition  to  the  regular 
instructors,  many  papers  were  read  and  much  work  was  done  by  the 
teachers.  Part  of  the  work  of  the  institute  was  the  adoption  of 
a  course  of  study  and  reading  for  the  teachers.  The  following  books 
were  adopted  for  study:  Painter's  History  of  Education  and  Ar- 
nold's Waymarks  for  Teachers;  for  reading.  Maeaulay's  Essays  and 
Longfellow's  Evangeline. 

Seven  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
during   January    and   February.      All    these   institutes    were    well 
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attended  by  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  and  were  decidedly  suc- 
cessful, and  our  teachers  especially  deserve  much  credit  for  the 
active  part  which  they  take  in  these  meetings. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  of  Millerstown, 
Liverpool,  Marysville,  Newport  and  Duncannon. 

We  have  many  good  teachers,  many  who  discharge  their  duties 
faithfully  and  well,  yet  there  are  others  whose  preparation  ends  with 
the  examination  and  who  never  strive  to  make  any  improvement 
whatever. 

We  need  in  the  county  more  teachers  who  have  been  trained  for 
the  work;  those  who  have  been  subjected  to  a  thorough  preparation 
and  who  have  a  clear  understanding  of  the  laws  of  mental  develop- 
ment. We  need  teachers  who  are  constantly  on  the  alert  to  improve 
not  only  themselves  but  their  schools.  The  sooner  we  get  over  the 
idea  that  any  one  who  possesses  a  little  knowledge  superior  to  the 
average  pupil,  is  fitted  to  teach,  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  schools, 
and  not  until  we  expect  more  from  our  teachers  will  any  material 
progress  be  made.  To  retain  our  best  teachers  and  to  encourage 
those  who  spend  time  and  money  in  order  to  fit  themselves  fur  teach- 
ing better  salaries  should  be  paid. 

For  the  past  year  the  wages  in  twelve  districts  remained  the  same, 
in  six  districts  the  wages  were  raised,  and  in  twelve  lowered.  In 
twelve  districts  the  total  amount  paid  the  teachers  was  less  than 
the  appropriation  received. 

Many  of  our  best  teachers  are  going  yearly  into  other  counties,  be- 
cause they  command  better  salaries.  I  would  urge  our  directors  to 
give  this  matter  their  careful  consideration. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  for  encouragement  and  ad- 
vice, to  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  for  hearty  support,  and 
to  the  press  for  educational  news  published. 


PIKE  COUNTY— George  Sawyer. 

The  condition  and  tendency  of  our  schools  during  the  jrear  just 
closed,  warrant  me  in  reporting  a  year  of  slow  but  steady  progress, 
notwithstanding  in  various  sections  of  the  county,  there  had  to  be 
overcome  many  difficulties,  especially  in  the  matter  of  attendance, 
the  falling  off  of  which  was  a  great  drawback,  and  was  due  partly 
to  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  the  sometimes  impassable  condi 
tion  of  roads. 
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Of  seven  district  annual  reports  filed  at  this  writing,  every  one 
reports  a  decrease  in  attendance  of  pupils,  and  five  show  a  reduction 
in  average  percentage  of  attendance. 

Irregularity  in  attendance  is  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  upon 
the  progress  of  a  school,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  parents,  during 
the  present  year,  and  in  future  years,  will  better  co-operate  with 
school  officers  and  teachers  in  an  earnest  effort  to  raise  the  percent- 
age of  attendance  far  above  that  shown  in  previous  reports. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  feature  of  our  school  work  in  which  more 
marked  advancement  has  been  made  within  the  last  few  years  than 
in  the  careful  study  and  application  of  methods  and  principles  of 
teaching  by  our  teachers,  for  they  are  beginning  to  realize  that  some- 
thing more  than  text-book  knowledge  is  essential  in  the  school  room. 

A  teacher  may  have  the  facts  of  a  text-book  at  his  command, 
which,  of  course,  is  to  a  great  extent  necessary,  but  how  to  impart 
the  knowledge  in  the  way  to  be  clearly  understood,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  all  the  mental  faculties  of  the  child,  are  things  that  deter- 
mine his  ability  to  teach  and  his  worth  in  the  school  room. 

Good  work  is  now  being  done  by  our  teachers,  yet  there  still  re- 
mains ample  opportunity  for  improvement  along  the  lines  of  peda- 
gogical study,  but  so  long  as  teaching  does  not  furnish  permanent 
employment  to  those  who  engage  in  the  work,  we  cannot  secure  the 
best  and  most  properly  qualified  teachers. 

In  many  districts  the  schools  are  kept  open  but  six  or  seven 
months,  in  consequence  of  which  a  large  percentage  of  our  teachers 
must  necessarily  engage  in  some  other  work  during  part  of  the  year, 
wM^Ti  seri.ou.slv  im.Dairs  thf^r  pffiMpirv  in  tho  school  room  nn'i  t1w' 
children  are  made  to  reap  the  disadvantages  arising  from  the  teach- 
er's deficiency. 

Directors,  during  the  year,  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tion and  deserve  praise  for  what  has  been  done,  but  the  expense  to 
which  school  boards  have  been  in  furnishing  free  text-books  and 
other  supplies,  has  prevented  much  improvement  in  school  buildings 
and  in  the  equipment  of  the  same  although  much  is  needed  in  some 
districts. 

A  new  school  house  is  now  being  constructed  at  Shohola  and  an- 
other will  probably  be  built  at  Kattlesnake  in  Dingman  district. 

The  directors  of  Westfall  district,  early  in  the  year,  decided  upon  a 
regular  course  of  study  for  the  Matamoras  graded  school,  which 
decision  resulted  in  that  school  sending  out  at  the  close  of  the  term, 
a  class  of  seven  graduates— the  first  class  to  complete  the  course. 

It  was  my  good  fortune,  upon  invitation,  to  be  present  at  the  com- 
mencement exercises,  and  I  can  say  that  the  graduates  acquitted 
themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  a  credit  not  only  to  themselves 
but  to  the  school  in  which  they  were  trained. 
8 
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The  Milford  high  school  also  sent  out  a  class  of  graduates  which, 
although  composed  of  only  four  members,  was  fully  up  to  the  stan- 
dard of  former  years. 

The  county  institute  held  at  Milford  was  a  decided  success  both  in 
percentage  of  attendance  and  in  the  nature  of  instruction  given. 

Instruction,  beside  home  talent,  was  given  by  State  Superintendent 
Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Prof.  Geo.  W.  Twitmyer,  of  Honesdale;  Dr.  J.  P. 
Welsh  and  Charles  H.  Albert  of  Bloomsburg;  all  of  the  above  in  ad- 
dition to  daily  instruction,  gave  an  evening  lecture  to  large  and  ap- 
preciative audiences. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  visits 
to  schools,  held  ten  public  and  a  number  of  special  examinations  at 
which  one  hundred  and  twenty  applicants  were  examined,  ten  of 
whom  were  rejected. 

It  has  been  my  purpose  to  encourage  directors  and  teachers  to  do 
all  that  could  be  done  towards  raising  the  standard  of  education  in 
Pike  county,  and  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  me  in  the  per- 
formance of  my  duties,  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  di- 
rectors, teachers  and  others.  T  desire  to  extend  mv  sincere  thanks. 


POTTER  COUNTY— Anna  Bodler. 

Our  schools  are  more  prosperous,  owing  to  the  continuous  term, 
than  they  have  ever  been.  The  work  of  the  school,  as  well  as  of  the 
individual  pupil,  is  more  systematic;  there  is  greater  inducement 
for  teachers  to  fit  themselves  for  the  work,  and  greater  demand  for 
good  teachers. 

About  one-third  of  the  number  taking  examination  have  failed 
to  receive  certificates,  yet  there  have  been  more  than  enough 
teachers  to  supply  the  schools.  Professional  certificates  were  grant- 
ed upon  an  average  of  90  per  cent,  and  above  with  successful  ex- 
perience in  teaching.  Two  examinations  for  permanent  certificates 
were  held. 

County  institute  was  held  in  November.  The  instructors  and  lectur- 
ers were  W.  F.  DuBois,  Prin.  schools,  (Nmdersport,  Pa.;  Henry  Elson. 
Philadelphia;  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  of  Pennsylvania  Forestry  Com- 
mission; Lelia  Patridge,  Westboro,  Mass.;  Margaret  McCloskey, 
Supt.  Training  School,  Lock  Haven,  Pa.;  Hamlin  E.  Cogswell,  Prin. 
music  dept.,  Mansfield,  S.  N.  S.;  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction;  Russell  Conwell,  Philadelphia;  Schumann 
Concert  Company,  Harrisburg;  Hon.  R.  Horr  and  Hon.  M.  Harter  on 
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the  "Tariff  Question."  During  the  morning  session  the  institute  was 
divided  into  sections  and  class  instruction  given,  much  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  teachers. 

The  county  was  divided  into  districts  for  local  institutes,  which 
were  well  attended. 

The  teachers'  association  met  twice. 

The  teachers  read  White's  "Elements  of  Pedagogy,"  and  "Educa- 
tional Foundations."  upon  which  examination  in  Theory  of  Teach- 
ing was  given. 

A  committee  of  teachers  was  appointed  to  investigate  school  sup- 
plies and  thus  to  prevent  the  sale  of  useless  articles. 

Eight  new  school  houses  were  built  and  others  are  under  con- 
struction. The  school  directors  have  shown  good  taste  and  judg- 
ment in  building. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— G.  W.  Weiss. 

Directors'  Association. 

Our  directors  are  active,  intelligent  and  progressive  men  who  have 
the  best  interests  and  advancement  of  our  schools  at  heart.  The 
first  directors'  association  held  in  this  State  was  organized  in  1881 
during  my  first  year  as  county  superintendent,  through  the  efforts 
and  instrumentality  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Wilder.  Since  then  directors'  asso- 
ciations have  been  organized  in  alniosl  every  county  in  the  State. 

The  following  is  a  brief  extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  directors' 
association  of  Schuylkill  county  at  their  last  annual  convention  held 
at  Pottsville,  November  14,  1894.  In  the  absence  of  the  president, 
Hon.  John  T.  Shoener,  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Quail,  of  Auburn,  was  chosen 
president  pro  tern. 

A  very  able  paper  on  "Blackboards  and  the  use  of  Chalk  in  the 
School  Room"  was  read  by  P.  M.  Dunn,  Esq.,  of  Minersville.  An  in- 
teresting discussion  followed  in  which  Dr.  C.  Lenker,  Mr.  R.  A. 
Wilder,  Dr.  G.  W.  Kennedy  and  others  participated. 

Dr.  Lenker  submitted  a  resolution  favoring  the  printing  and  fur- 
nishing of  free  text-books  by  the  State,  which  created  a  heated  dis- 
cussion participated  in  by  Dr.  Lenker,  Dr.  Quail,  Mr.  Wilder,  Mr.  E.  C. 
Wagner,  Mr.  Sclieerer  and  dipt.  Holmes.  Further  action  on  the 
resolution  was  postponed  until  next  year's  convention. 

The  following  is  the  executive  committee  for  1895: 

Dr.  Chas.  E.  Quail,  Auburn.  ! 

Mr.  E.  G.  Faust,  Pottsville. 
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Mr.  Levi  Miller,  Pine  Grove. 

Mr.  Wm.  Trezise,  Shenandoah. 

Dr.  George  Barnhard,  Ashland. 

The  meeting  of  '94  was  well  attended. 

Houses. 

Fourteen  school  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  following  districts:  Blythe,  Porter  and  East  Union 
each  two,  and  Butler,  Cass.  Eldred,  Foster,  Kline,  West  Pine  Grove, 
Tower  City  and  Yorkville  each  one. 

Blythe  erected  two  school  houses.  One  is  a  one-story,  two  room 
frame  building  36  by  GO  feet,  ceiling  13  feet,  each  room  34  1-2  by  25 
feet;  hallway,  8  feet  wide.  9  windows  in  each  room.  Entire  inside  of 
building  is  wainscoted  4  feet  high.  There  are  two  entrances  to  each 
room.  Each  room  is  furnished  with  single  patent  desks  and  plenty 
of  slate  surface.     The  other  is  a  frame  building  28  by  36  feet,  ceiling 

13  feet,  with  a  vestibule  6  by  10  feel.  Entire  inside  of  building  is 
wainscoted  4  feet  high.  It  is  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  plenty 
of  slate  surface.  Porter  erected  two  fine  buildings,  Queen  Anne 
style,  elegantly  equipped  and  newly  furnished.  The  one  is  the  exact 
counterpart  of  the  other.  Each  building  is  a  one-story  frame,  52  by 
82  feet  containing  three  school  rooms,  each  25  by  :>2  feet,  ceiling  13 
feet,  three  clothes  rooms  each  5  by  20  feet,  hallway  10  by  52  feet, 
storm  doors  swinging  both  ways.  The  entire  inside  is  wainscoted 
4  feet  high.  There  are  six  windows  in  each  room,  supplied  with 
curtains.  Each  room  is  furnished  with  patent  desks  so  arranged 
that  the  light  falls  on  the  left  side  of  the  pupils.  One  room  is  sup- 
plied with  180  square  feet  of  slate  surface,  another  with  162  square 
feet,  and  the  other  225  square  feet.  There  are  two  "Palace  Queen" 
heaters  in  the  building  in  the  basement  furnishing  good  heating,  and 
fine  ventilation.     Cost,  about  $5,000  each. 

East  Union  erected  two  one-story  one  room  frame  buildings,  28  by 
35  feet,  ceiling  12  feet,  two  clothes  rooms  in  each  building,  4  1-2  by 
ten  feet;  also  vestibule.  Entire  inside  of  building  is  wainscoted  4 
feet  high.  Both  buildings  are  furnished  with  patent  desks  and  slate 
surface. 

Butler  township  directors  erected  a  most  elegant  two-story  frame 
building  with  two  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  each  24  by  30  feer,  ceiling 

14  feet,  and  a  high  school  room  on  the  second  floor  30  by  3G  feet,  with 
a  class  room  12  by  30  feet  attached,  ceiling  14  feet.  There  are  four 
clothes  rooms  in  the  building  each  4  1-2  by  15  feet,  each  lighted  by 
a  large  window.  The  vestibule  is  12  by  30  feet.  Entire  inside  of  the 
building  is  wainscoted  4  feet  high  and  finished  in  hard  wood.  Each 
room  is  furnished  with  single  patent  desks  and  slate  surface. 
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Cass  erected  a  one-story  two  room  frame  building  32  by  60  feet, 
ceiling  14  feet,  with  an  addition  or  annex  of  12  by  21  feet.  There  are 
(j  winuows  in  eacii  room.  Tne  insiue  of  tne  building  is  wainscoted 
4  feet  high.  Each  room  is  furnished  with  single  patent  desks  and 
slate  surface.     Cost  of  the  building  is  f  1,650. 

Eldred  erected  a  frame  building  24  by  36  feet,  ceiling  14  feet,  with 
six  windows  in  the  main  room,  two  clothes  rooms,  and  a  vestibule. 
The  inside  of  the  building  is  wainscoted  to  the  height  of  4  feet.  It  is 
furnished  with  patent  desks  and  112  square  feet  slate  surface. 

Foster  erected  a  fine  one-story  two  room  frame  building  32  by  64 
feet,  ceiling  14  feet,  and  an  8  foot  hallway.  Each  room  is  25  by  31 
feet  with  clothes  rooms  atttached  and  a  vestibule  or  entrance  and  a 
porch  in  front  of  the  building.  The  inside  of  the  building  is  wains- 
coted 4  feet  high.  Each  room  is  supplied  with  single  patent  desks 
and  214  square  feet  of  slate  surface.  The  building  is  surrounded  by 
a  large  yard  enclosed  with  a  substantial  fence.  Foster  has  done 
well  but  they  need  one  more  building. 

Kline  erected  a  frame  building  26  by  30  feet,  ceiling  14  feet,  with  a 
vestibule  or  an  entrance,  and  wainscoted  inside  to  the  height  of  4 
feet.  The  room  is  supplied  with  slate  surface  on  three  sides,  and 
furnished  with  single  patent  desks. 

West  Pine  Grove  directors  erected  a  frame  building  28  by  30  feet, 
ceiling  13  feet,  with  a  vestibule  and  clothes  rooms  attached.  It  is 
wainscoted  inside  to  the  height  of  4  feet.  The  room  is  supplied  with 
slate  surface  and  furnished  with  patent  desks. 

Tower  City  directors  erected  a  fine  substantial  building,  elegantly 
equipped  and  neatly  furnished.  It  is  68  by  76  feet,  two  and  one-half 
stories  high,  of  brick,  trimmed  with  pressed  brick  and  brownstone, 
heated  and  ventilated  by  the  latest  improved  Sniead-Wills  system, 
and  lighted  by  electricity.  There  are  eight  large  school  rooms  with 
clothes  rooms  attached,  each  one  furnished  with  plenty  of  light, 
patent  desks  and  fine  slate  surface.  One  room  is  specially  ai> 
ranged  for  the  meeting  of  the  directors.  The  interior  of  the  edifice 
is  furnished  throughout  with  yellow  pine  with  ash  stairways  leading 
from  the  lower  to  the  upper  corridor.  There  are  three  large  hall- 
ways and  three  entrances.  The  entire  cost  of  the  building  and  equip- 
ments is  nearly  $15,000.  Tower  City  directors  are  to  be  coDgratu- 
lated  on  the  erection  of  their  fine  building. 

Yorkville  erected  a  two-story  brick  building,  faced  with  pressed 
brick,  containing  four  school  rooms,  each  24  by  36  feet,  ceiling  13 
feet,  wainscoting  4  feet  high  in  each  room.  Each  school  room  is 
furnished  with  patent  desks,  96  square  feet  of  slate  surface,  a  spigot 
and  stationary  washstand,  eight  windows  with  suitable  blinds,  and 
two  clothes  rooms,  7  by  10  feet,  wainscoting  7  feet  high.     There  are 
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also  two  vestibules  10  by  10  feet,  a  hall  10  feet  wide,  a  book  room  10 
by  10  feet,  and  a  directors'  room  10  by  12  feet.  Floors  are  double  with 
deadening  felt  between  them.  A  cellar  9  feet  high  is  under  the  en- 
ure building.  The  building  is  heated  by  hot  water  and  enclosed 
with  a  substantial  fence.  Entire  cost,  heating  apparatus  included, 
$8,G00.  The  Yorkville  directors  have  done  well  in  erecting  such  a 
substantial  edifice. 

All  the  new  school  houses  reflect  credit  upon  the  directors  under 
whose  supervision  they  have  been  erected. 

Branch  repainted  one  building.  Palo  Alto  repainted  two  rooms. 
Reilly  papered  two  rooms.  Twenty-eight  (28)  school  rooms  have 
been  furnished  with  improved  patent  desks,  in  the  following  dis- 
tricts: Blythe,  three;  Butler,  three;  Foster,  two;  Kline,  one;  West 
Mahanoy,  one;  South  Manheim,  two;  Middleport,  two;  West  Pine 
Grove,  one;  Porter,  six;  East  Union,  two,  and  Washington,  five. 

Apparatus. 

Increase  of  apparatus  was  made  in  the  following  districts: 

Auburn  purchased  a  new  unabridged  dictionary  and  stand. 

Barry  purchased  seven  language  charts. 

Blythe,  eight  sets  of  relief  maps,  eight  maps  of  Pennsylvania, 
eight  sets  International  Encyclopaedia  and  furnished  three  rooms 
with  slate  surface. 

Blythe  (Ind.),  purchased  two  book  cases. 

Branch  purchased  six  charts,  Teachers'  Normal  series. 

East  Brunswick  supplied  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

South  Brunswick  purchased  an  unabridged  dictionary  and  a  book 
case. 

Butler  added  ten  language  charts,  four  sets  of  relief  maps,  one 
Appleton's  chart,  and  supplied  three  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Cass  purchased  a  polygraph. 

Centre  added  slate  surface. 

Delano  purchased  one  set  of  outline  maps. 

Eldred  purchased  seven  Teachers'  Normal  Series  charts,  three  Ap- 
pleton's charts,  and  furnished  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Foster  bought  two  sets  of  relief  maps,  two  Normal  Series  charts, 
two  globes  and  furnished  two  rooms  with  slate  surfaces. 

Gilberton  bought  three  sets  of  relief  maps,  three  sets  International 
Encyclopaedia,  and  one  Appleton's  chart.  Girardville  purchased  one 
set  of  relief  maps,  and  two  Appleton's  atlas  of  Modern  Geography. 

Kline  purchased  five  language  charts,  two  unabridged  dictionaries, 
three  sets  outline  maps,  four  Appleton's  charts,  one  luna  tellurian 
globe,  one  manikin,  one  box  of  geometrical  blocks,  two  globes,  and 
furnished  one  room  with  slate  surface. 
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Lower  Mahantongo  added  two  Appleton's  charts. 

North  Manheim  added  eleven  Appleton's  charts. 

South  Manheim  furnished  seven  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Middleport,  one  room  with  slate  surface  and  purchased  one  lan- 
guage chart. 

Minersville  purchased  an  unabridged  dictionary. 

Mt.  Carbon,  one  language  chart. 

New  Castle,  seven  Teachers'  Normal  series  charts. 

New  Philadelphia,  two  language  charts,  one  set  of  encyclopae- 
dias. 

New  Ringgold,  a  lead  pencil  and  slate  pencil  sharpener. 

East  Norwegian,  three  language  charts,  three  unabridged  diction 
arics. 

Orwigsburg  purchased  one  set  of  Johnson's  encyclopaedia. 

Palo  Alto,  one  set  of  relief  maps,  one  set  of  encyclopaedias,  and 
three  language  charts. 

West  Penn,  fifteen  relief  maps,  and  fifteen  anatomical  aids. 

Pine  Grove  borough,  one  set  of  relief  maps. 

West  Pine  Grove  furnished  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Port  Carbon  purchased  one  set  of  Johnson's  encyclopaedia,  two 
reading  charts,  seven  easels,  and  supplied  six  rooms  with  additional 
slate  surface. 

Porter  purchased  two  Appleton's  charts,  one  set  International 
encyclopaedia  and  furnished  six  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Rahn  added  two  language  charts. 

St.  Clair,  one  set  of  Johnson's  encyclopaedia. 

Schuylkill  Haven,  one  Appleton's  chart,  three  language  charts, 
and  one  set  of  Johnson's  encyclopaedia. 

Schuylkill  township,  three  language  charts. 

South  furnished  one  room  with  slate  surface. 

Tower  City  added  philosophical  apparatus  and  supplied  eight 
rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Tremont  township,  one  set  International  encyclopaedia. 

Union,  five  Appleton's  charts,  and  one  set  of  outline  maps. 

East  Union,  five  lunar  Tellurian  globes,  five  sets  of  relief  maps, 
one  Appleton's  chart,  and  supplied  two  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Walker  furnished  three  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Wayne,  three  rooms  with  slate  surface. 

Increase  of  Salaries  and  Terms  Lengthened. 

Port  Clinton  lengthened  the  school  term. 

The  following  districts  increased  the  salaries  of  some  oi  their 
teachers:  Butler,  Centre,  Cressona,  Delano,  Foster,  Frackville,  Gil 
berton,  Girardville,  Gordon,  Hegins,  Hubley,  Kline,  McKeansburg, 
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V*es1  Mahanoy,  Minersville,  North,  Palo  Alio,  Tine  Grove  borough, 
Pine  Grove  township,  Port  Carbon,  Port  Clinton,  Porter,  St.  Clair, 
Stephens,  Tremont  borough,  Tremont  township,  Union,  East  Union 
and  Tower  City.     The  whole  number  is  twenty-nine  (29). 

Institutes. 

The  annual  county  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  Academy  of 
Music,  Pottsville,  November  12  to  16,  1894.  During  the  day  sessions 
instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  J.  B.  DeMotte,  Dr. 
S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr.  E.  U.  Lyte,  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Phillips,  Miss  Sarah  L. 
Arnold,  Dr.  W.  W.  Deatrick,  and  Dr.  George  W.  Hull.  Evening  lec- 
tures were  delivered  by  Hon.  K.  G.  llorr,  Hon.  M.  D.  Harter  and  Dr. 
J.  B.  DeMotte  and  fine  musical  and  literary  entertainments  were 
given  by  the  Ariel  Quartette  and  Prof.  McCormick,  and  the  Franz 
Wilczek  Grand  Concert  Company.  Local  institutes  were  held  at 
Friedensburg,  McKeansburg  and  Tremont.  These  meetings  were 
well  attended.  At  Tremont.  many  people  had  to  be  turned  aAvay  for 
want  of  even  standing  room.  Supt.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  A.  R.  Home, 
and  Prof.  A.  C.  Rothermel  delivered  evening  lectures  and  gave  in- 
struction during  the  day  sessions.  Directors  David  Vetter,  David 
Bauscher  and  H.  H.  Brownmiller  rendered  excellent  assistance.  The 
teachers  of  the  various  districts  in  which  local  institutes  were  held 
did  most  effective  work  and  enlivened  the  institutes  with  class  drills 
and  discussions  on  methods  <>i'  leaching.  A  special  leal  ore  of  these 
institutes  was  the  exhibition  of  school  work  which  lias  been  very 
creditable  to  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

Personal  Work. 

I  held  thirty-three  public  examinations,  examined  five  hundred  and 
thirty-five  applicants,  of  whom  I  rejected  one  hundred  and  forty 
three.  I  held  a  county  institute  and  three  local  institutes.  I  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  at  the  final  examination 
at  the  Keystone  Normal.  I  attended  several  high  school  commence- 
ments, and  the  dedication  of  the  Tower  City  school  building.  I  vis- 
ited all  the  schools  of  the  county  except  one  and  many  of  them  twice. 
The  whole  number  of  visits  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven. 

Conclusion. 

I  heartily  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  public 
press  of  the  county,  the  directors,  the  teachers,  the  friends  of  educa- 
tion for  their  many  courtesies,  their  valuable  co-operation  and  their 
efficient  services  rendered. 
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Another  school  year,  with  its  triumphs  and  failures  has  closed. 
In  reviewing  its  history,  we  find  much  for  congratulation  and  alas 
much  for  lamentation.  In  many  things,  the  highest  expectations 
have  been  more  than  successfully  realized;  in  others,  there  has  been 
no  apparent  attempt  at  the  operation  of  the  plans  believed  and  re- 
commended to  be  the  remedy  for  existing  evils.  How  and  when 
these  weaknesses,  environing  our  schools,  shall  be  removed  remains 
a  problem  which  I  trust  the  near  future  will  speedily  solve. 

In  general  progress,  I  feel  that  notable  strides  forward  have  been 
made.  Judging  from  results,  the  preparation  of  the  teacher  for  his 
work,  with  very  few  exceptions,  we  believe  to  be  much  better  than 
ever  before.  Indeed,  the  main  body  of  teachers  feel  that  to  live  as 
teachers  they  must  constantly  keep  pace  with  the  progress-  of  the 
times;  that  in  their  work  there  is  no  resting  place,  no  intermediate 
ground  upon  which  they  can  stand  and  leisurely  watch  the  world 
move  on  and  up  while  they  rest  secure  on  laurels  won  in  the  past 
which  have  subserved  their  usefulness  for  the  past.  Consequently, 
many  of  our  teachers  have  been  attending  some  school  during  the 
year  to  get  the  latest  and  best  methods  of  imparting  instruction  to 
their  pupils.  We  have  still  a  few  teachers  who  believe  that  drawing 
their  salaries  is  the  most  important  service  they  can  render,  but  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  their  number  is  slowly  but  surely  diminishing. 

Two  of  the  greatest  restraints  to  the  general  prosperity  of  our 
schools  are  the  annual  exodus  of  our  best  teachers  and  the  erroneous 
idea  that  any  person  can  teach  in  primary  grades.  As  it  remains  an 
incontrovertible  fact  that  no  school  can  be  better  than  its  teacher, 
so  in  truth  can  our  schools  only  prosper  when  we  recognize  the  fact 
that  we  need,  as  much  as  any  other  county,  the  services  of  our  best 
teachers  and  the  very  best  of  these  in  our  primary  grades.  We  hope 
that  in  the  years  that  await  us,  the  concensus  of  opinion  will  be  such 
as  to  remove  forever  from  our  school  history  these  formidable  bar- 
riers to  progress  and  success. 

"Ricrht  royally  have  the  majority  of  our  citizens  interested  them- 
selves in  the  welfare  of  their  respective  schools.  Many  indirect  ben- 
efits have  resulted  from  the  free  text-books,  of  which  the  greatest  is 
the  aid  and  supervision  of  the  parent  given  to  the  child  in  the  prep- 
aration of  the  daily,  assigned  lesson.  Along  this  line  marked  im- 
provement was  manifest.  A  hopeful  sign  was  manifested  In  the  in- 
creased number  of  visits  to  the  schools  on  the  oart  of  the  directors. 
T  am  sorry,  however,  to  report  that  some  directors  rarely,  if  ever, 
8-5-95 
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visit  the  immediate  school  in  their  locality,  much  less  those  in  other 
districts  over  which  they  supervise. 

The  teachers'  normal  school  held  in  Beavertown  was  attended 
with  the  usual  success.  Eighty-nine  teachers  were  enrolled.  Prof. 
J.  V.  Weidemeyer,  Dr.  A.  E.  Gobble,  J.  R.  Dimm  and  J.  F.  Stro- 
hecker  ably  assisted  us  in  conducting  the  school  and  by  lectures 
pointed  out  the  most  feasible  lines  and  methods  for  the  teacher's 
self-development. 

Middle  Creek  township  erected  a  good,  substantial  frame  house  in 
Smith  Grove.  It  contains  two  rooms,  one  for  school  purposes,  the 
other  for  directors'  meetings.  Perry  and  Chapman  townships  have 
erected  two  substantial,  neat  frame  houses.  The  former  at  Bunker 
Hill,  the  latter  at  Locust  Grove — a  new  district.  Each  house  is  built 
according  to  modern  design  and  supplied  with  slate  boards,  patent 
desks,  etc. 

Washington  and  Franklin  townships  will  erect  two  brick  buildings 
during  the  coming  year.  The  former  will  build  a  house  in  Freeburg, 
the  latter  in  Paxtonville. 

Monroe,  Penn,  Washington  townships  have  re-furnished  a  number 
of  houses  with  slate  boards,  desks,  charts,  etc. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  districts  in  which  the  old  boards  and 
painted  canvas  are  used  to  serve  for  black  boards;  it  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  these  will  soon  be  replaced  by  neat  slate  boards,  which 
are  far  more  serviceable  and  economical. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  Middleburg  during  the  first  week 
of  December,  and  it  was  in  every  particular  a  grand  success. 

Our  day  instructors  were  men  of  such  high  order  as  Dr.  G.  M.  Phil- 
ips, West  Chester,  Pa.;  Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  Allentown,  Pa.;  Dr.  J.  P. 
Welsh,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  George  E.  Little,  Washington,  D.  O, 
and  Supt.  Eckels,  Smethport,  Pa.  The  evening  lecturers  were  Dr. 
Philips.  Dr.  L.  I.  Handy  and  Dr.  Byron  King,  all  of  whom  gave  per- 
fect satisfaction  to  the  large  audiences  that  greeted  them. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  nearly  every  district  in  the  county. 
Increased  interest  is  being  manifested  in  these  meetings  by  patron, 
director  and  teacher. 

Educational  meetings  were  held  in  every  district  and  crowded 
houses  greeted  us  on  each  occasion.  The  object  of  these  meetings 
was  to  raise  the  tone  of  educational  sentiment  throughout  the  county 
and  we  are  glad  to  report  that  our  purposes  and  aims  were  happily 
realized.  In  personal  work,  we  conducted  sixteen  general  and  three 
special  examinations,  supervised  a  four  weeks'  normal  school,  visited 
all  the  schools  in  the  county  twice  and  some  three  times,  delivered 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  addresses  in  this  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties, not  considering  those  made  in  the  schools  while  visiting,  and 
wrote  hundreds  of  letters. 
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Our  needs  may  be  enumerated  in  the  following  list: 

1.  A  good  dictionary  in  each  school. 

2.  Charts,  globes,  mathematical  blocks  and  scientific  apparatus 
in  general. 

3.  In  most  districts  an  advance  in  wages  that  our  best  teachers 
may  be  retained. 

4.  The  formation  of  an  association  to  be  known  as  directors'  as- 
sociation. 

5.  A  course  of  study. 

With  the  enthusiastic  aid  of  the  people,  teachers  and  directors,  we 
hope  to  be  able  by  another  year  to  report  progress  along  the  lines 
herein  suggested. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  return  thanks  to  the  Department,  to 
citizens,  teachers,  directors  and  public  press  for  courtesies  shown, 
for  aid  freely  given,  and  for  encouragement  kindly  offered. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— J.   M.  Berkey. 

In  submitting  this  my  eighth  annual  report  to  the  Department,  I 
am  pleased  to  note  continued  improvement  in  the  school  work  of  the 
county  during  the  last  year.  We  have  had  a  larger  number  of  pro- 
fessionally trained  teachers  than  in  any  previous  year  since  I  have 
been  officially  connected  with  the  schools.  Nearly  one-third  of  the 
teachers  for  the  ensuing  term  have  had  more  or  less  training  in  the 
State  Normal  schools,  about  twenty-five  of  whom  are  graduates. 
Nearly  all  others  have  attended  local  training  schools,  and  have  thus 
increased  their  teaching  power.  The  standard  of  qualifications  for 
provisional  certificates  was  advanced  and  the  less  competent  appli- 
cants were  rejected  in  such  numbers  as  would  secure  to  the  schools 
only  a  limited  surplus  of  teachers  throughout  the  county.  Our 
teachers,  as  a  class,  are  intelligent  and  progressive.  Professional 
and  general  reading  have  been  encouraged,  required,  and  to  some 
degree,  directed.  Local  institute  work  in  nearly  every  district  in 
the  county  has  done  much  to  help  and  encourage  young  teachers  and 
to  give  impetus  to  the  school  interests  generally.  This  strengthen- 
ing of  the  teaching  force  is  the  substantial  basis  for  our  claim  to  edu- 
cational progress.  For  whatever  advancement  may  be  made  along 
other  lines  of  school  management,  it  is  in  better  qualified  teachers 
that  we  must  find  the  possibilities  for  better  schools. 

Directors  have  shown  commendable  zeal  and  interest  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.     This  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  1,123  official 


116  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

visits  to  the  schools  of  the  county  were  made  by  them  during  the 
school  term.  Free  text-books  and  supplies  were  furnished  in  every 
district;  in  some  cases,  however,  more  sparingly  than  the  law  con- 
templates. Nine  new  houses  were  erected,  slate  blackboards  and 
improved  furniture  were  placed  in  quite  a  number  of  rooms.  Sub- 
stantial and  separate  outbuildings  are  now  found  upon  all  but  a  few 
of  the  school  grounds.  Teachers'  wages  were  about  the  same  as 
last  year. 

The  schools  have  been  very  materially  strengthened  and  improved 
by  the  free  text-books.  This,  with  the  system  of  grading,  novv  thor- 
oughly established,  has  made  the  school  work  generally  satisfactory 
even  to  those  who  at  first  opposed  both  movements.  After  an  ex- 
perience of  five  years  with  the  system  of  grading  adopted  in  this  and 
other  counties,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  it  has  been  one  of  the  most 
helpful  factors  in  bringing  our  schools  to  a  high  standard  of  effi- 
ciency and  worth.  Increased  interest  in  school  work,  unitod  effort 
in  school  management  and  substantial  progress  in  every  depart- 
ment of  our  educational  system  have  been  the  legitimate  fruits  of  the 
county  course  of  study.  With  the  continued  hearty  co-operation  of 
directors  and  teachers,  the  schools  of  the  county,  under  the  graded 
system,  properly  regulated  and  guarded,  will  continue  to  improve 
until  we  shall  realize  from  them  the  greatest  possible  good  under 
existing  cqnditions. 

While  we  have  reason  to  be  encouraged  with  the  educational  pro- 
gress of  our  county,  there  arc  yet  many  weak  places  in  our  school 
work  and  management.  Low  salaries  are  yet  the  barrier  t<;  really 
good  schools  in  many  districts.  But  with  the  return  of  "good  times" 
and  the  continued  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  State,  we  may  hope 
for  better  thinjrs  in  the  near  future.  As  in  the  past,  the  local  county 
school  report  has  set  forth  in  detail  the  condition  of  our  schools  and 
their  needs  and  requirements  for  the  coming  year. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  grateful  appreciation  of 
the  assistance  from  the  Department,  so  often  needed  and  so  kindly 
and  promptly  given. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— F.  W.  Meylert. 

The  year  just  closed  was  one  of  great  prosperity  in  school  work. 
Our  teachers  seemed  inspired  with  a  determination  to  do  good  work, 
and  our  directors  manifested  greater  interest  in  their  manifold 
duties  than  ever  before.     A  full  supply  of  text  books  and  stationery 
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in  every  district  in  the  county  gave  the  pupils  an  opportunity  for  ad- 
vancement that  they  had  never  before  enjoyed.  The  only  unfortu- 
nate feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  severity  of  the  weather  dur- 
ing a  large  part  of  the  winter.  The  deep  snow  and  drifted  roads 
kept  many  of  the  smaller  pupils  at  home  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  time. 

Educational  Meetings. 

Our  educational  meetings  were  all  well  attended.  The  normal  in- 
stitute was  held  at  Dushore  during  a  portion  of  August  and  Sep- 
tember. The  session  was  a  profitable  one.  Nearly  ninety  per  cent, 
of  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  enrolled.  Special  attention  was 
given  to  school  management  and  the  theory  of  teaching. 

The  county  institute  was  held  in  the  new  court  house  at  LaPorte. 
All  but  two  of  the  teachers  were  present.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  principal  Mansfield  normal  school;  Dr.  C.  H.  Albert, 
of  the  Bloomsburg  normal  school;  Prof.  Frank  H.  Green,  of  West 
Chester  normal  school;  Dr.  Byron  W.  King,  of  Pittsburgh.  Prof. 
H.  E.  Cogswell,  of  Mansfield,  had  charge  of  the  music.  Evening  lec- 
tures were  given  by  Dr.  Albert,  Dr.  King  and  John  R.  Clarke. 

We  adopted  the  plan  of  holding  one  local  institute  in  each  district 
before  the  county  institute  and  one  after.  This  worked  very  satis- 
factorily and  the  plan  will  be  continued  during  the  coming  year. 
These  local  meetings  require  considerable  time  and  labor,  but  are 
well  worth  the  effort.  In  some  sections  of  the  county  the  directors 
and  patrons  met  with  the  teachers  at  these  meetings  and  discussed 
together  the  questions  arising  in  the  administration  of  school  af- 
fairs. I  trust  that  another  year  may  witness  more  meetings  of  this 
character. 

Free  Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

The  new  law  has  met  with  unqualified  approval  in  this  county 
from  the  date  of  its  passage.  Teachers  are  no  longer  handicapped 
by  a  scarcity  of  books.  The  pupils,  as  a  rule,  take  the  best  of  care  of 
them.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  nearly  every  district  in  the 
county  has  provided  each  of  its  rooms  with  a  suitable  book-case 
and  every,  school  with  a  text  book  record. 

School  Furniture. 

During  the  past  year  a  large  number  of  rooms  have  been  refur- 
nished. There  are  now  only  two  rooms  in  the  entire  county  that  are 
not  provided  with  patent  furniture.  In  the  matter  of  suitable  recita- 
tion seats  we  have  made  progress  also.    There  are,  however,  a  few 
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looms  still  in  which  no  recitation  seats  are  to  be  found.  I  trust  that 
by  next  year  I  may  be  able  to  report  every  room  in  this  county  prop- 
erly provided  for  in  this  respect 

The  use  of  recitation  seats  without  backs  should  never  be  per- 
mitted in  any  school  room.  They  are  a  fruitful  source  of  inattention, 
restlessness,  disorder,  backache,  round  shoulderness  and  permanent 
deformity. 

Blackboards. 

in  a  former  report  I  urged  directors  to  supply  their  school  rooms 
with  slate  boards.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  during  the  last  year  a 
large  number  of  rooms  were  thus  supplied.  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
cost  of  slate  exceeds  but  very  little  the  first  cost  of  a  board  made 
of  seasoned  hard  wood.  And  it  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  first  cost  of  a  slate  board  is  the  last  cost,  while  the  first  cost  of 
wood  blackboards  is  but  the  beginning  of  an  endless  bill  of  ex- 
pense. 

The  directors  of  this  county  could  render  valuable  service  to  the 
cause  of  education  by  continuing  to  furnish  their  rooms  with  slate 
blackboards  until  all  are  supplied. 

New  Houses. 

Cherry  built  two  substantial  frame  houses  during  the  year.  Both 
are  comfortable  and  convenient  and  supplied  with  patent  furniture 
of  the  latest  pattern.  LaPorte  township  erected  a  well  built  frame 
house  at  Kordmouut.  The  room  is  well  arranged,  is  supplied  with 
new  patent  furniture  and  slate  blackboards. 

School  Attendance. 

While  the  attendance  in  some  districts  is  all  that  can  be  reasona- 
bly expected,  in  other  districts  no  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  pupils 
in  school. 

Elkland  adopted  a  plan  whereby  the  monthly  attendance  was  re- 
ported to  the  school  board  by  each  teacher.  The  schools  were  thus 
brought  into  competition  and  the  special  effort  made  by  the  pupils 
resulted  in  a  very  high  percentage  of  attendance. 

The  indifference  that  many  parents  manifest  in  the  education  and 
training  of  their  children  is  simply  appalling  and  is  by  far  the  great- 
est obstacle  in  the  way  of  advancement  in  this  county.  Pupils  are 
allowed  to  remain  away  from  school  on  the  most  trivial  pretext.  It 
is  hoped,  in  the  interests  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  are  soon  to  be- 
come the  men  and  women  of  this  county,  that  the  new  compulsory 
law  will  be  rigidly  enforced. 


MONTROSE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BUILDING,  SUSQUEHANNA  CO.,  PA. 
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Visitations, 

I  expected  to  be  able  to  visit  every  school  in  the  county  twice  dur- 
ing the  year.  Owing  to  the  deep  snows  that  completely  blockaded 
many  of  the  roads  during  January  and  February  this  was  found 
to  be  impossible.  Many  of  them  were  visited  twice,  however,  and  a 
few  three  times.  T  was  accompanied  by  directors  in  nearly  every 
district. 

Conclusion. 

The  work  in  this  county  has  many  encouraging  features.  Our 
teachers  are  earnest  and  are  trying  to  improve  each  year  in  their 
ability  to  do  good  work.  Our  directors  are  progressive  and,  as  a 
rule,  use  the  means  at  their  command  in  the  best  interests  of  the 
schools. 

I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  teachers  for  their  cour- 
tesy and  assistance,  to  the  directors  for  encouragement  and  support, 
to  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  gratuitous  publication  of  all  school 
matter,  and  to  the  citizens  generally  for  their  consideration  and  hos- 
pitality. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— U.  B.  Gillet. 

The  evidences  of  improvement  in  the  management  of  our  schools 
during  the  school  year  just  closed  are,  at  least,  as  noticeable  as  of  any 
previous  year.  More  than  usual  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of 
teachers,  and  in  making  school  rooms  not  only  comfortable  but  at- 
tractive. The  illogical  but  time  honored  custom  among  directors 
of  feeling  themselves  under  obligations  to  assign  schools  to  such 
teachers  as  happen  to  be  the  first  to  apply  for  them  is  in  many  dis- 
tricts giving  way  to  better  methods. 

Our  trial  of  the  continuous  terms  during  the  year  has  proven  more 
satisfactory  to  patrons  than  was  expected.  There  are  still  those 
who  feel  that  the  old  method  had  its  advantages,  but  from  careful 
mquiry  I  am  convinced  that  if  all  legal  restrictions  were  now  re- 
moved, there  is  not  a  district  in  the  county  that  would  go  back  to 
divided  terms. 

The  length  of  the  annual  term  is  still  below  what  it  ought  to  be. 
Possibly  this  may  in  part  be  due  to  the  large  amount  invested  in 
free  books,  but  more  to  the  reluctance  of  directors  to  increase  tax- 
ation while  taxpayers  feel  so  keenly  the  depressed  financial  condi 
tions. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  the  present  basis  for  the  distribution  of  the 
State  appropriation  may  be  much  improved.  A  portion  of  it  should 
be  so  used  as  to  be  an  inceDtive  to  longer  terms,  and  another  portion 
should  be  based  upon  school  attendance. 

Our  last  county  institute  was  one  of  the  most  popular  ever  held. 
Evening  lectures  were  given  by  Hon.  George  Hall,  Prof.  Byron  King. 
Col.  Bain  and  Prof.  John  B.  De  Motte,  and  day  instruction  was  given 
by  the  above  and  by  Dr.  E.  E.  White,  Prof.  J.  W.  Redway,  Dr.  S.  H. 
Aibro  and  Miss  Edmund,  all  of  whom  did  excellent  work. 

The  impetus  given  to  our  schools  by  the  legislation  of  the  last 
few  vears  cannot  fail  to  result  in  an  era  of  remarkable  advancement. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— H.  E.  Raesly. 

It  is  noticeable  that  directors  are  paying  more  attention  to  the 
erection  of  suitable  and  comfortable  school  buildings.  During  the 
year  Wellsboro  erected  a  substantial  two  story  brick  structure,  pro- 
vided with  eight  rooms  and  seating  capacity  for  400  pupils.  It  has 
all  modern  appliances,  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Sniead  and 
Wills  system,  and  is  the  most  convenient  graded  school  buildiug  in 
the  county.  Commodious  frame  buildings  were  also  elected  in  the 
following  districts:  Blossburg,  Clymer,  Deerfield,  Farmington,  Lib 
city  township,  Middlebury,  Sullivan  and  Westiield  township.  All 
tire  provided  with  patent  desks  and  most  of  them  with  slate  boards. 
It  is  also  worthy  of  comment  that  many  of  our  school  officials  are 
beginning  to  understand  that  money  expended  in  good  black- 
boards will  bring  far  bettter  results  than  the  same  amount  expended 
in  costly  charts,  many  of  which  are  comparatively  useless. 

Owing  to  the  stringency  of  the  times,  some  districts  thought  it 
necessary  to  reduce  the  annual  term  and  the  teachers'  salaries.  This 
was  most  unfortunate,  as  the  salaries  in  this  county,  especially  in 
the  township  districts,  were  never  what  they  should  be,  and  until 
they  are  much  better,  teaching  can  at  most  be  regarded  simply  as 
a  temporary  occupation,  not  a  profession  in  the  strict  meaning  of  the 
word.  By  reference  to  the  statistical  report,  it  will  also  be  observed 
that  the  number  of  male  teachers  is  annually  decreasing.  Aside 
from  the  principals  of  the  graded  schools,  only  forty-nine  male 
teachers  were  employed  in  the  county  during  the  year  just  closed. 
As  an  offset  to  this  discouraging  feature,  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  normal  graduates  and  teachers  holding  professional 
or  permanent  certificates,  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber holding  provisional  certificates. 
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To  obtain  something  like  definite  information  concerning  the 
amount  and  character  of  professional  reading  that  has  been  done 
by  our  teachers,  they  were  requested  to  answer  a  series  of  questions 
that  were  sent  out  with  the  annual  examination  notices.  From  the 
answers  received,  it  was  learned  that  over  one  hundred  teachers  own 
and  have  read  the  books  of  the  Teachers'  Reading  Circle,  mention 
of  which  was  made  in  last  year's  report.  It  is  needless  to  add  that 
that  this  number  includes  the  best  and  most  enthusiastic  teachers 
in  the  county. 

Our  borough  and  graded  schools,  with  few  exceptions,  are  in  good 
condition.  The  same  may  be  said  of  most  township  schools,  though 
there  are  yet  too  many  schools  that,  while  not  failures,  are  far  from 
what  they  should  be.  As  a  result,  many  parents,  instead  of  patron- 
izing their  home  schools,  prefer  to  send  their  children  away  to  school 
to  get  a  knowledge  of  the  common  branches.  Such  a  plan  is  well 
enough  for  people  who  are  in  comfortable  circumstances,  but  it  can 
be  readily  seen  how  it  affects  the  poor  man's  child.  Speed  the  time 
when  the  country  boys  and  girls  will  have  equal  school  advantages 
with  those  of  the  borough  or  city. 

In  general  the  conditions  brought  about  by  the  text  book  law  con- 
tinue to  be  satisfactory.  Several  districts,  however,  persistently  re- 
fuse to  furnish  necessary  supplies,  and  as  a  result  there  were  schools 
in  which  writing  received  but  little  attention  because  no  ink  or  writ- 
ing materials  had  been  furnished.  In  most  districts  directors  have 
shown  commendable  zeal  in  complying  with  the  law  requiring  suita- 
ble outbuildings,  yet  there  are  still  too  many  localities  in  which  these 
buildings  are  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  It  is  earnestly  hoped 
tuat  another  year  will  show  a  great  improvement  in  these  particulars 
in  which  there  has  been  such  apathy  or  non-compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  law. 

The  instructors  at  the  annual  county  institute  were  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  Dr.  Edward  R.  Shaw,  Dr.  A.  R.  Home,  Dr. 
A.  T.  Smith,  Miss  Eliza  J.  Boyce,  Mrs.  Jennie  C.  R.  Smith  and  Prof. 
H.  E.  Cogswell.  The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  concert 
by  the  Ariel  Quartette,  and  lectures  by  Prof.  J.  B.  De  Motte  and  Dr. 
A.  A.  Willitts.  One  evening  was  given  to  a  teachers'  reception.  In 
addition  to  the  county  institute,  the  usual  number  of  local  institutes 
and  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  ' 

]n  submitting  this  brief  report,  I  desire  to  thank  all  who  have 
in  any  way  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  the  educational  in 
terests  of  the  countv. 
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UNION  COUNTY— B.  R.  Johnson. 

Another  school  year,  with  its  successes  and  failures,  its  gains  and 
losses,  its  seed  time  and  harvest,  has  passed  into  history,  and  once 
more  we  look  out  upon  a  future  full  of  unsolved  problems,  but 
fraught  with  possibilities  and  hopeful  achievements.  The  year  just 
closed  has  been  a  busy  one  for  pupils,  teachers,  directors  and  super 
intendent.  In  that  space  of  time  two  special  and  thirteen  public 
examinations  were  held,  and  eighty-five  persons  were  licensed  to 
teach. 

During  the  year  I  attended  eleven  educational  meetings  and  made 
two  hundred  and  forty  visits  to  the  schools.  In  all,  forty-two  direct- 
ors accompanied  me,  and  thirty-three  citizens  were  met  in  the  schools. 
Eighty-eight  days  were  spent  in  office  work,  where  eight  hundred 
letters  were  written,  teachers'  and  pupils'  examination  questions 
prepared,  monthly,  statistical  and  yearly  reports  made,  tabulated 
and  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  In  all, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  days  were  devoted  to  official  duties. 

The  grammar  schools  of  Laurelton,  Hartleton  and  Cowan  main 
tained  the  standard  of  former  years,  and  as  a  result  twenty  pupils 
graduated  with  credit  to  themselves  and  teachers. 

The  high  schools  of  Lewisburg  and  Mifflinburg,  under  the  efficient 
management  of  Profs.  D.  P.  Stapleton  and  C.  R.  Neff,  sent  out  twenty- 
six  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  well  equipped  for  the  practical  de- 
mands of  life. 

Under  the  graded  system,  by  which  the  rural  schools  are  working, 
thirty-five  pupils,  representing  schools  in  Buffalo,  East  Buffalo,  Inde 
pendent,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Limestone,  Union  and  White  Deer  districts, 
completed  the  course  of  study,  passed  the  required  examinations, 
and  received  their  diplomas,  which  were  signed  by  the  county  super 
intendent,  teachers  and  directors. 

All  that  was  claimed  for  the  graded  system  when  it  was  put  in 
operation  two  years  ago,  has  been  generally  realized,  and  fully  in 
many  schools.  The  system,  or  rather  "experiment,"  as  some  de- 
signated it,  is  as  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  in  a  state  of  evolution.  The 
foundation  principles  underlying  the  system  are  sound,  both  as  to 
iheory  and  fact,  but  the  superstructure  is  flexible  and  susceptible  to 
modifications. 

At  the  next  teachers'  institute  it  is  my  purpose  to  recommend 
such  modifications  and  changes  as  will  more  fully  meet  the  demands 
of  the  busy  world  about  us.  This  can  be  done  by  eliminating,  sub- 
stituting nnd  rearranging  the  work  in  some  of  the  departments.     The 
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pi  an  is  feasible  from  many  standpoints,  but  cannot  be  carried  into 
effect  without  the  consent  and  co-operation  of  the  various  school 
boards  of  the  county. 

As  I  contemplate  the  vast  possibilities  of  our  great  and  expan- 
sive school  system,  the  highest  devotion  and  most  consecrated  ser- 
vice seeems  as  nothing  when  paralleled  with  the  obstacles  to  be 
overcome,  and  the  final  consummation  of  all  that  pertains  to  the 
physical,  intellectual  and  moral  development  of  the  children  en- 
trusted to  our  care. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  newspaper  press  of  the  county  for  the  willingness  manifested 
in  speaking  well  of  every  honest  effort  put  forth  for  the  betterment 
01  the  public  schools;  also,  of  the  patrons  at  large,  upon  whom  falls 
the  burden  of  maintaining  the  schools,  I  can  only  speak  in  words  of 
commendation  for  their  generous  support  and  ready  acceptance  of 
all  measures  tending  toward  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  and 
the  amelioration  of  the  masses.  With  the  hope  that  all  things  may 
so  harmonize  and  work  together  for  the  highest  and  best  interests 
of  all  concerned,  T.  respectfully  submit  this  report. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— John  F.  Bigler. 

The  schools  of  Venango  county  have  made  substantial  progress 
during  the  year  just  closed. 

The  professional  spirit  among  our  teachers  is  very  good  and  an 
evidence  of  growth  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  at  least  four-fifths  of 
them  attended  the  spring  session  of  some  normal  school,  academy  or 
college.  Another  means  of  improvement  of  which  our  teachers  have 
availed  themselves  is  professional  reading.  Almost  every  teacher  in 
the  county  read  "Educational  Foundations"  and  "White's  Elements 
of  Pedagogy."  These  two  works  were  made  the  ground  work  for  the 
monthly  reading  circle  held  in  connection  with  the  monthly  insti- 
tute. A  monthly  institute  was  established  in  all  but  four  districts 
in  the  county,  and  in  nearly  every  case  was  well  maintained. 

Our  local  institutes  have  grown  to  be  great  educational  forces 
in  our  county.  Thirteen  were  held  during  the  year  in  different  parts 
of  the  county  with  such  success  that  other  places  have  made  requests 
for  them  the  coming  year. 

Our  county  institute  was  a  great  inspiration  to  our  teachers  and 
directors.  Our  instructors  were  Drs.  E.  E.  White  and  A.  R.  Home, 
Professors  M.  G.  Benedict,  C.  M.  Thomas,  C.  A.  Babcock,  C.  E.  Lord 
and  O.  O.  Case. 
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The  directors'  session  was  a  great  success.  The  directors'  conven- 
tion is  an  established  thing  in  Venango  county. 

About  twenty  school  libraries  were  collected  by  as  many  different 
schools  last  year.  This  good  work  was  begun  by  the  teachers  and 
pupils  giving  entertainments  and  appropriating  the  proceeds  for 
books.  Now,  with  the  new  law  in  force,  granting  school  authorities 
power  to  establish  and  maintain  the  same,  we  hope  by  next  year  to 
have  quite  a  number  of  libraries  in  our  schools. 

New  school  bouses  were  erected  in  the  following  districts:  Two  in 
Cornplanter,  one  in  Irwin,  two  in  Richland,  and  two  in  Sugar  Creek. 
These  are  all  substantial  frame  buildings. 

The  law  regarding  outhouses  has  been  complied  with  in  all  but  two 
districts. 

The  two  township  high  schools  in  the  county  (Dempseytown  and 
Cornplanter)  have  been  centres  of  education  in  the  townships  in 
whicb  they  are  situated.  The  work  in  these  schools  has  been  thor- 
ough. Students  completing  the  course  in  the  Cornplanter  high 
school  are  able  to  graduate  from  the  normal  schools  in  less  than  a 
year.  AYith  the  new  law  to  encourage  high  schools  by  a  special  ap 
propriation  we  expect  to  be  able  to  improve  our  present  ones  and 
establish  others  in  the  county.  Four  other  townships  have  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  desirous  of  establishing  a  township  high 
school,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  these  hopes  may  not  be  realized. 
To  my  mind  no  better  law  has  ever  been  passed  in  this  State  toward 
establishing  a  higher  education  than  the  one  referred  to  above,  and 
1  sincerely  hope  that  our  people  will  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunities which  the  "new   older  of  things"  affords. 

A  graded  course  of  study  has  been  adopted  in  more  than  half 
of  the  districts  and  has  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory.  This  coining 
year  we  hope  to  be  able  to  complete  this  work  in  all  the  districts. 

The  outlook  for  this  next  year  is  very  promising.  The  average 
length  of  the  term  has  been  increased.  Our  school  directors,  in  gen- 
eral, are  men  who  are  interested  in  the  education  of  the  children 
and  are  anxious  to  make  our  schools  more  efficient  each  year. 

My  work  has  been  pleasant.  I  feel  confident  that  our  schools  have 
accomplished  more  this  year  than  they  did  in  the  preceding  year. 
I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers,  directors,  press,  department  and  all 
those  who  have  so  kindly  offered  their  assistance  in  the  work  of  the 
last  year  and  bespeak  their  aid  for  the  coming  year,  that  we  may  ac- 
complish still  more  in  the  future  than  we  have  done  in  the  past. 
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WARREN  COUNTY— H.  M.  Putnam. 

During-  the  past  year  the  schools  of  this  county  have  been  doing 
good  work.  Though  far  from  perfect  and  with  much  to  do  in  the 
way  of  improvement,  yet  the  spirit  manifested  is  of  a  very  encourag- 
ing nature. 

A  series  of  local  institutes  were  held  which  were  of  great  value 
to  the  teachers,  pupils  and  the  people  of  the  district  in  which  they 
were  held.  More  interest  in  them  was  manifested  by  patrons  than 
ever  before,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  greatly  increased  attendance. 

The  county  institute  was  well  attended  by  advanced  pupils  as  well 
as  teachers.  All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  present  with  but 
three  exceptions,  and  two  of  these  gave  satisfactory  excuses.  The 
results  of  the  institute  instruction  were  seen  in  the  schools  during 
the  balance  of  the  year. 

The  graduation  examination  was  given  the  29th  of  April,  and 
much  improvement  was  shown.  Six  high  school  and  sixteen  district 
school  diplomas  were  issued.  The  examination  is  so  arranged  that 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  do  thorough  work  in  order  to  pass,  and 
as  a  consequence  the  diplomas  mean  something.  I  believe  that  the 
scheme  is  of  great  value,  in  that  it  keeps  pupils  in  school  to  the  close 
of  the  year,  and  gives  them  something  definite  to  work  for.  It  is  not 
an  iron-clad  graded  system,  but  teachers  are  held  responsible  for 
results. 

In  a  total  of  275  schools  287  teachers  were  employed,  showing  few 
changes.  Forty-five  of  the  teachers  were  males  and  242  females. 
Forty-four  had  no  preA'ious  experience  and  166  had  taught  five  or 
more  annual  school  terms.  One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  held  pro- 
visional certificates,  25  professional,  39  permanents,  and  57  normal 
diplomas.  The  proportion  of  those  holding  the  higher  grades  of 
certificates  is  steadily  increasing,  I  am  glad  to  testify  to  the  ability 
and  earnestness  of  our  teachers. 

In  several  districts  the  wages  paid  are  much  too  low  to  secure 
good  teachers.  Such  districts  are  getting  the  inexperienced  and  low 
grade  teachers  as  a  general  rule. 

The  subject  of  school  outhouses  has  received  considerable  atten- 
tion, and  many  districts  have  attended  to  the  matter.  There  are 
still  many  houses  that  are  a  disgrace  to  the  districts.  If  parents 
would  take  time  to  investigate  they  would  be  surprised  and  dis- 
gusted with  the  buildings  and  their  condition.  It  is  hoped  that  there 
may  be  some  improvement  during  the  coming  year. 
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In  each  school  visited  I  brought  the  question  of  a  school  flag  to  the 
attention  of  the  teacher  and  pupils,  and  urged  them  to  secure  one 
if  possible.  As  a  result  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  flags  were 
raised  during  the  year.  Public  meetings  were  held  in  many  districts 
and  the  flags  floated  with  appropriate  exercises.  I  believe  it  better 
for  schools  to  secure  flags  through  their  own  efforts  than  by  aid 
from  the  State  or  any  other  source. 

The  Indian  school  on  the  Cornplanter  reservation  was  in  session 
eight  months,  with  Miss  H.  Gene  Alverson  as  teacher.  The  term 
Avas  very  successful.  The  teacher  was  enthusiastic  in  the  work 
nnd  did  much  for  the  Indians,  both  in  the  school  and  out. 

My  thanks  are  due  the  department  for  favors  shown  and  to  the 
press,  the  teachers,  the  directors  and  the  people  of  the  county  for 
support  and  assistance. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Byron  E.  Tombaugh. 

Five  years  ago,  when  I  first  assumed  the  duties  of  my  present 
position,  we  had  in  Washington  county  forty-five  school  districts 
and  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  schools.  The  average  length  of 
term  then  was  6.49  months.  The  average  salary  of  male  teachers 
was  $41.58,  and  of  female  teachers  $35.22  per  month.  The  number 
of  pupils  in  attendance  was  14,788.  The  State  appropriation  was 
$19,004.98.  For  the  year  just  closed  we  had  439  schools  distributed 
among  54  districts.  The  number  of  children  attending  public  school 
was  about  18,000.  The  average  length  of  term  was  a  little  more 
than  seven  months.  The  average  salary  of  male  teachers  was  $45.95, 
and  of  female  teachers  $38.14. 

Although  I  have  been  as  persistent  as  the  continual  dropping  of 
water  on  a  very  rainy  day  in  urging  directors  to  fix  the  minimum 
length  of  term  at  seven  months  and  the  minimum  monthly  salary 
of  teachers  at  $40.00, 1  have  in  many  cases  met  with  very  indifferent 
success  in  this  regard.  We  still  have  twenty  districts  where  six 
months'  terms  and  $30.00  teachers  are  the  school  facilities  offered  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  taxpayers,  who  are  satisfied  for  their  children 
to  have  the  same  limited  education  as  they  themselves  possess.  This 
mistake  will  be  realized  by  the  coming  generation  when  too  late  to 
be  remedied.  Burgettstown,  Canonsburg,  Canton,  Charleroi,  Clays- 
ville,  East  Washington,  McDonald,  Monongahela,  North  Strabane, 
Peters',  Robinson,  Roscoe,  South  Strabane,  Union,  Washington,  West 
Brownsville  and  West  Washington  deserve  special   commendation 
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for  using  their  share  of  the  appropriation  for  the  betterment  of  the 
schools. 

The  last  appropriation  received  by  the  county  amounted  to  $82, 
235.90.  This  sum  being  more  than  four  times  as  great  as  that 
received  in  1890,  is  one  of  the  principal  arguments  in  favor  of  longer 
terms  and  better  wages. 

During  the  year  I  examined  701  applicants  for  teachers'  certifi- 
cates. Of  this  number  211  were  rejected.  Forty-eight  professional 
certificates  were  granted.  The  class  examined  for  permanent  cer- 
tificates numbered  25.  The  "permanent"  should  either  be  annihi- 
lated or  a  radical  change  made  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  ex- 
amination for  the  same.  As  it  is  now  managed,  this  examination 
is  a  farce. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-three  pupils  were  examined  for  common 
school  diplomas;  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  were  successful. 

Several  fine  and  costly  school  buildings  have  lately  been  erected 
or  are  in  course  of  construction.  Burgettstown,  Charleroi,  East 
Washington,  McDonald  and  Washington  are  foremost  in  this  matter 
of  improving  school  property. 

Our  teachers  are  fitting  themselves  better  each  year  for  their  work, 
and  if  properly  encouraged  by  commensurate  compensation,  the  busi 
ness  of  school  teaching  would  soon  approximate  much  more  nearly 
to  the  rank  of  profession,  where  it  properly  belongs.  In  the  teach- 
ers' list  the  past  year  we  found  13  college  graduates,  66  graduates 
of  State  normal  schools,  84  holders  of  permanent  certificates,  and 
probably  50  graduates  of  academies  and  seminaries. 

The  directors,  as  a  class  (there  are  many  worthy  exceptions),  do 
not  perform  their  legal  duties  as  officials,  and  never  will  until  they 
are  paid  for  their  services.  This  is  only  natural,  and  can  be  plainly 
seen  by  all  except  by  our  so-called  "representatives"  at  the  State 
capitol. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  successful  school  work  has  been  irregu- 
lar attendance  of  pupils  and  lack  of  preparation  on  the  part  of 
teachers.  T  trust  these  difficulties  will  be,  at  least,  reduced  by  the 
rigid  application  of  the  new  compulsory  attendance  law,  and  by  in- 
creasing the  length  of  term  and  salary  of  teachers,  and  further  by 
directors  doing  the  duty  conscientiously  in  the  matter  of  employing 
teachers  regardless  of  family  favor  or  party  prejudice. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  H.  Kennedy. 

Five  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year;  one  in  Bucking 
ham,  one  in  Damascus,  two  in  Mount  Pleasant,  and  one  in  Palmyra. 
All  of  these  are  commodious,  well  built,  well  furnished  and  venti- 
lated. Many  houses  in  different  sections  of  the  county  were  re- 
paired. With  but  few  exceptions  our  houses  are  comfortably  fur- 
nished.    One  of  our  greatest  needs  is  new  and  larger  blackboards. 

Our  teachers  are  making  a  more  thorough  study  of  teaching  as  a 
profession,  and  the  results  of  this  study  are  apparent  in  the  school 
room.  Nearly  all  the  teachers  of  the  county  are  taking  the  course 
of  reading  which  was  arranged  two  years  ago. 

The  free  text  book  system  has  done  much  good  toward  making 
the  schools  more  efficient,  yet  is  not  a  popular  measure  with  many 
of  our  people.  As  the  system  becomes  better  known  its  merits  will 
be  more  generally  recognized. 

The  excellent  law  regarding  school  outhouses  was  generally  ob- 
served. Our  outhouses  were  a  standing  reproach  and  we  rejoice 
in  their  improvement. 

The  annual  institute  held  in  November  was  a  success  in  nearly 
every  respect.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  White  and  Professors  Al- 
bert, Bible,  Twitmyer  and  Swift.  Lectures  wore  delivered  by  Dr. 
White,  Dr.  Wilson  and  Prof.  Bible.  The  social  held  on  Monday 
evening  was  a  new  departure  and  a  very  pleasing  feature  of  the  in- 
stitute. 

About  forty  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year  in  different 
sections  of  the  county.  Directors  would  do  well  to  make  attendance 
at  local  institutes,  at  least  once  a  month,  a  provision  of  the  contract 
signed  by  teachers. 

Teachers'  wages  were  increased  in  eight  districts,  and  slightly 
reduced  in  six.  The  school  term  was  lengthened  in  one  district  and 
shortened  in  seven.  The  tax  levy  was  raised  in  eleven  districts  and 
reduced  in  five. 

But  few  districts  have  yet  adopted  the  course  of  study  prepared 
last  year,  many  directors  thinking  it  would  require  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  text  books.  We  trust  that  in  the  near  future  this 
course,  or  some  other,  will  be  generally  adopted. 

Four  of  the  districts  had  a  term  of  nine  months,  eight  had  a  term 
of  eicht  months,  eleven  a  term  of  seven  months  and  seven  a  term  of 
six  months. 

Classes  were  graduated  by  the  Honesdale,  Hawloy  and  Waymart 
schools,  and  by  the  Pleasant  Mount  Academy. 
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T  am  truly  grateful  and  desire  to  extend  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  all 
who  have  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  education  in  the  county. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— W.  W.  Ulerich. 
General  Condition. 

The  general  condition  of  the  schools  is  good.  The  teachers  have 
worked  hard  and  the  pupils  have  made  commendable  progress. 
School  officers,  on  the  whole,  have  been  faithful  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties,  and  patrons  have  shown  their  interest  by  hearty 
cooperation  and  numerous  visits  to  the  schools.  The  enrolment  of 
pupils  has  been  much  larger  than  last  year,  and  the  per  cent  of  at 
tendance  has  been  increased  from  eighty-five  to  eighty-seven.  Th<- 
grading  of  the  schools  has  been  much  improved  and  many  more 
teachers  have  worked  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  definite  end. 
While  everything  has  not  been  accomplished  that  might  have  been, 
yet  we  believe  that  the  aggregate  gain  has  been  large,  and  the  future 
is  bright  with  promise. 

Buildings  and  Grounds. 

A  number  of  excellent  buildings  have  been  erected,  both  in  town 
and  country;  notably  has  this  been  the  case  in  New  Kensington, 
West  Newton,  Jeannette  and  Mars  Hill  (Independent).  NewT  Kensing- 
ton built  an  addition  of  six  rooms.  West  Newton  four.  Jeannette 
erected  a  fine  eight  room  building  and  Mars  Hill  a  most  excellent 
three  room  building.  A  number  of  townships  built  good  single  room 
buildings  at  an  average  cost  of  about  one  thousand  dollars.  While 
much  improvement  is  being  made  in  the  building  and  furnishing  of 
school  houses,  not  enough  attention  has  been  paid  to  grounds  and 
outbuildings.  Very  few  grounds  are  fenced,  thus  leaving  the  build- 
ings and  grounds  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  cattle,  bad  boys  and  other 
nuisances  that  prey  upon  property  thus  exposed.  We  believe  thai 
the  expense  incurred  by  the  destruction  of  property  caused  by  the 
aforesaid  sources  amounts  in  a  few  years  to  a  sum  large  enough 
to  fence  all  the  grounds  in  the  county.  If  there  are  any  special 
places  which  should  be  beautified  they  are  the  school  grounds.  This 
cannot  be  done,  however,  so  long  as  they  remain  unfenced.  Over  five 
hundred  trees  and  shrubs  were  planted  by  the  teachers  and  pupils 
during  the  past  year,  many  of  them  to  be  destroyed  on  account  of 
the  unprotected  condition  of  the  grounds.  While  almost  all  boards 
9-5-95 
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of  directors  have  made  an  honest  effort  to  comply  with  the  require 
ments  of  the  law  relative  to  outbuildings,  two  or  three  have  ignored 
this  imperative  duty  entirely.  While  there  are  often  legitimate 
reasons  for  not  making  needed  improvements  as  fast  as  desirable, 
we  cannot  conceive  of  any  excuse  for  the  non-performance  of  a  duty 
that  has  so  much  to  do  with  the  morals  of  the  children.  We  ear 
nestly  hope  that  the  coming  year  will  see  this  law  fully  obeyed. 

Institutes. 

Fifteen  of  the  twenty-three  townships,  and  many  of  the  boroughs, 
held  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  once  or  twice  a  month.  These 
meetings  were  well  attended,  not  only  by  the  teachers  and  directors, 
but  by  many  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  thus  creating  a  general  in- 
terest in  the  schools  which  cannot  help  aiding  in  the  better  instruc 
tion  of  the  children.  Good  local  institutes  are  a  necessity  to  the 
highest  attainment  in  school  work,  and  every  school  board  should 
require  its  teachers  to  attend  at  least  once  each  month. 

Our  county  institute  was  larger,  and,  we  think,  better  than  ever. 
The  instructors,  consisting  of  Supt.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Edward  T.  Nel 
son,  Ph.  D.;  Albert  E.  Maltby,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.;  D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  D.  D.; 
T.  B.  Noss,  Ph.  D.;  Joseph  S.  Walton,  Ph.  D.,  and  Prof.  E.  O.  Excell, 
did  most  excellent  work.  The  lectures  given  by  Gen.  John  B.  Gor 
don,  Thomas  Dixon.  Jr.,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Samuel  P.  Jones,  and  the  concert 
by  -loli a  Thomas,  were  eminently  satisfactory.  Five  hundred  and 
eighty  five  teachers  were  enrolled,  and  the  only  thing  with  which  we 
have  to  contend  is  insufficient  seating  capacity. 

Libraries. 

Many  schools  of  the  county  have  no  books  other  than  the  adopted 
text  books;  no  books  of  reference;  no  books  whereby  the  children 
may  acquire  a  taste  for  good  literature;  no  books  to  stimulate  the 
children  to  higher  aims  for  life;  no  books  at  all.  While  this  matter 
has  been  given  but  little  attention  throughout  the  State,  we  hope 
the  time  will  soon  come  when  the  children  coming  from  homes  too 
poor  to  buy  books  may  be  able  to  procure  them  from  a  carefully  se- 
lected school  library. 

Term  and  Wages. 

We  are  in  favor  of  a  minimum  term  of  seven  months.  Many  of 
the  districts  have  this  and  more;  a  number,  however,  have  the  mini 
mum  term  of  six  months.  In  some  districts  this  seems  to  be  a  neces- 
sity, but  wherever  possible  the  children  should  be  given  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  long  term.     What  is  good  for  one  localilty  is  good  for 
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the  other,  so  far  as  the  education  of  the  children  is  concerned.  The 
country  children  should  have  equal  school  advantages  with  the  town 
children,  so  that  in  future  years  they  may  stand  on  an  equal  footing 
in  life's  closely  contested  conflict.  A  number  of  districts  have 
lengthened  the  term,  and  we  hope  others  will  follow.  Good  wages 
and  good  teachers  go  together.  A  first-class  teacher  will  not  work 
for  a  small  salary,  provided  he  can  better  himself.  His  preparation 
for  the  work  has  cost  him  too  much  to  labor  for  meagre  pay.  He 
will  go  where  he  can  do  the  best.  No  one  can  blame  him.  A  good 
teacher  is  cheaper  at  fifty  dollars  per  month  than  a  poor  one  at  ten 
dollars.  Westmoreland  county  holds  no  mean  position  among  the 
other  counties  of  the  State  so  far  as  wages  go.  She  ranks  about 
eighth.  Last  year  the  wages  were  reduced  somewhat  on  account 
of  the  closeness  in  financial  matters,  but  the  coming  year  will  no 
doubt  see  them  advanced  again.  A  number  of  the  districts  have 
already  reported  an  increase. 

In  conclusion,  our  thanks  are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  all 
who  have  aided  us  in  our  efforts  to  make  the  schools  of  Westmore- 
land county  second  to  none  in  the  State.  To  the  teachers  who  have 
worked  untiringly  with  us  for  the  highest  good  to  the  children;  to 
the  directors  who  have  co-operated  with  us  in  many  ways  for  the 
improvement  of  the  schools;  to  the  press,  whose  wise  words  of  en 
couragement  have  always  been  helpful;  to  the  patrons,  who  have 
kindly  entertained  us;  to  the  many  thousand  children  whose  earnest 
friendship  we  most  heartily  appreciate,  and  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  we  are  most  grateful. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— Asa  S.   Keeler. 

During  the  past  year  the  township  of  Noxen  was  established  out 
of  the  territory  of  Monroe  township.  Monroe  township  built  at 
Beaumont  a  school  house  with  four  large  rooms.  Windham  town- 
ship furnished  the  Scottsville  and  Sharpe  schools  with  the  improved 
furniture. 

During  the  coming  year  new  school  houses  will  be  built  in  Nich 
olson  borough  and  at  Lake  Carey,  in  Lemon  township,  and  at  Stull, 
in  Noxen  township,  and  at  Briar  Ridge,  in  Meshoppen  township. 

Our  county  institute  was  held  in  the  court  house  at  Tunkhannock, 
December  10th  to  14th.  Our  lecturers  were  Dr.  George  E.  Reed  and 
Rev.  C.  H.  Fitzwilliam.  Our  instructors  were  State  Superintendent 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Profs.  C.  H.  Albert  and  William  Noetling,  of 
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Bloomsburg  State  normal  school;  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  of 
Wilkes-Barre;  Dr.  S.  H.  Albro,  of  Mansfield  State  normal  shool,  and 
Dr.  George  P.  Bible,  of  East  Stroudsburg  State  normal  school. 

Our  directors  met  during  the  week  of  holding  the  county  insti- 
tute, and  effected  the  first  directors'  association  ever  organized  in 
the  county.  The  directors'  association  will  meet  annually  at  insti- 
tute time.  The  directors  were  addressed  by  State  Superintendent 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  teachers,  citizens,  editors  and 
directors  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  the  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction for  courtesy. 


YORK  COUNTY— D.  H.  Gardner. 

In  general  very  good  work  has  been  done  in  this  county  during  the 
past  year,  and  the  interest  in  education  keeps  pace  with  the  gen- 
eral advancement  of  the  people. 

County  Institute — Instructors. 

The  count y  institute  was  held  in  the  opera  house  at  York,  Novem- 
ber 2G  to  30,  1894,  and  of  the  54<5  teachers  of  the  county  and  city 
all  but  two  were  in  attendance.  The  exhibit  of  the  work  done  by  the 
pupils  in  the  different  parts  of  the  county  was  very  commendable. 
The  institute  was  fairly  successful,  and  the  sessions  of  both  day  and 
evening  were  largely  attended.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Dr.  J.  P. 
Gordy,  Athens,  Ohio;  Dr.  E.  T.  Jeffers,  president  Collegiate  Institute, 
York:  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  principle  State  normal  school,  Millersville; 
Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  principal  State  normal  school,  Sbippensburg; 
Prof.  E.  L.  Kemp,  State  normal  school,  East  Stroudsburg;  Prof.  W. 
\Y.  Beat  rick.  State  normal  school.  Kutztown;  Prof.  E.  W.  Newton, 
Binghampton,  New  York;  Miss  Ida  S.  McMullen.  principal  Kinder- 
garten, Bethlehem,  Pa.;  Prof.  De  Keller  Stanley,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Evening  Entertainments. 

The  evening  entertainments  were:  Monday  night,  Rev.  C.  H.  Fitz- 
william,  "The  Battle  of  Life;"  Tuesday  night,  Captain  Jack  Craw- 
ford, "The  Camp  Fire  and  the  Trail;"  Wednesday  night,  Hon.  James 
M.  Beck,  "Something  Touching  Lord  Hamlet;"  Thursday  night> 
iiishop  J.  H.  Vincent,  "Tom  and  His  Teachers:"  Friday  night,  The 
Lotus  Glee  Club,  a  concert. 
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Directors'  Session. 

On  Wednesday  morning  over  100  directors  met  and  organized  by 
electing  Dr.  I).  C.  Eberhart,  of  Shrewsbury,  chairman,  and  John 
Wickersham,  Esq.,  of  Fairview,  secretary;  Allen  M.  Seitz,  of  Glen 
Rock,  assistant  secretary. 

There  were  intelligent  and  interesting  discussions  of  the  following 
topics: 

1.  School  Visitation,  opened  by  Prof.  S.  J.  Barnett,  of  Delta. 

2.  Care  of  School  Property,  by  J.  Frank  Gable,  president  of  the 
city  school  board. 

8.  Proper  Regard  for  Sanitary  Conditions,  by  City  Superintendent 
A.  Wanner. 

The  discussions  were  freely  participated  in  by  directors  present. 
In  the  afternoon  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte  delivered  an  able  address  to  directors 
and  teachers. 

Reading  Course. 

More  professional  reading  has  been  done  by  our  teachers  than  here* 
tofore. 

A  systematic  reading  course,  as  arranged  by  the  county  insti- 
tute, has  been  followed,  and  an  examination  was  held  with  encourag- 
ing results. 

Local  and  District  Institutes. 

As  usual,  eight  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
county.  Nearly  every  teacher  in  the  county  attended  at  least  one 
of  these  meetings,  and  many  of  the  teachers  took  active  part  in  the 
exercises. 

Besides  these  local  institutes,  the  townships,  with  but  few  excep- 
tions, held  monthly  meetings,  and  the  results  of  these  local  and 
township  institutes  were  plainly  visible  in  the  work  done  in  the 
schools. 

High  Schools. 

The  high  schools  of  the  county  did  very  excellent  work  the  past 
year.  They  graduated  more  than  the  usual  number,  notwithstand- 
ing most  of  them  had  extended  their  course  of  study. 

The  commencement  exercises  of  the  "People's  College"  are  growing 
very  popular,  and  do  a  great  deal  to  advance  the  cause  r*  general 
education. 


Plan  of  First  Floor.  Girls'  High  SchoaL 


Plan  of  Second  Floor,  Girls'  High  School. 


Plan  of  Third  Floor.  Girls'  High  SchooL 
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REPORTS 


City  and  Borough  Superintendents. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 

The  Allegheny  schools  have  just  closed  a  year  of  uniformly  suc- 
cessful work. 

We  have  no  fads,  however,  to  report  and  but  few  innovations. 

A  kindergarten  was  established  in  the  First  ward  during  the  year, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Free  Kindergarten  Association,  thus 
making  two  in  the  city. 

The  board  of  directors  in  the  Fifth  ward  erected  an  elegant  brick 
building  for  an  industrial  school.  The  entire  outfit  will  cost  in  the 
neighborhood  of  forty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  substantial  and  well 
furnished  with  engine  and  tools.  Other  kindergartens  and  indus 
trial  schools  are  expected  to  follow.  A  teacher  for  wood-work  and 
other  branches  of  industry  has  been  employed.  A  competent  teacher 
also  for  the  sewing  department  was  employed  during  the  year.  Our 
high  school  is  growing  rapidly  in  popularity  and  efficiency.  The 
course  has  been  extended  to  four  years.  German  has  been  added 
and  other  improvements  made. 


ALLENTOWN— F.   I).  Raub. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  with  fair  results,  achieved  by  the 
co-operation  of  teachers  and  directors.     We  find  the  latter  particu- 
larly ready  to  respond  to  any  and  all  propositions  which  they  are 
convinced   will    rpdounrl    to   the   greater  proficiency   of   the   schools. 
10 
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For  the  first  time  since  its  completion  has  the  new  high  school 
building  been  in  use  to  accommodate  the  pupils  of  the  high  school, 
along  with  a  few  other  grades  which  were  quartered  there  tempo- 
rarily. Steps  have  been  taken  to  construct  an  annex  of  four  rooms 
to  the  Seventh  ward  building,  which  will  materially  aid  in  accom- 
modating pupils  in  this  and  adjoining  sections.  During  the  last 
year  the  board  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  expending  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  school  funds  in  the  purchasing  of  grounds  and 
the  erection  of  new  buildings,  and  this  is  a  matter  which  still  con- 
fronts them,  but  by  erecting  buildings  in  the  western  and  northern 
portions  of  the  city,  the  matter  will  be  remedied  for  a  time.  The 
building  up  of  these  portions  of  the  city  makes  this  duty  imperative, 
but  necessarily  prevents  the  paying  of  such  salaries  to  teachers 
which  is  desired,  and  further  forestalls  making  such  improvements 
in  the  working  of  the  schools  which  the  board  contemplates. 

Vocal  music  as  a  study  has  never  been  recognized  in  course  of 
studies  of  the  city,  but  with  a  little  urging  on  our  part  and  the  friends 
of  vocal  music,  the  board  has  added  it  to  the  course,  and  has  ordered 
it  to  be  taken  up  next  September,  under  the  supervision  of  a  special 
instructor. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  the  hi<,rh  school  course  in  part  eclectic,  thus 
allowing  each  pupil  the  privilege  of  choosing  those  studies  which  will 
be  in  direct  harmony  with  the  work  in  life  which  he  proposes  to 
pursue. 

Wo  look  forward  to  the  work  of  the  coming  year  in  anticipation  of 
results  which,  we  hope,  may  at  once  be  agreeable  and  gratifying. 


ALTOOXA— D.  S.  Keith. 

In  1875  a  three  years'  course  of  study  was  adopted  for  the  high 
school,  which  at  that  time  had  an  enrolment  of  about  forty  pupils, 
and  occupied  one  room  in  the  First  ward  building.  In  1877  the 
first  class,  consisting  of  four  boys  and  two  girls,  was  graduated. 
The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  opera  house,  and 
while  the  attendance  was  not  large,  yet  it  created  an  interest  and 
enthusiasm  which  made  commencement  exercises  thereafter  a  promi- 
nent feature  of  fhe  school,  and  gave  it  an  impetus  which  has  done 
much  in  placing  it  in  the  high  position  which  it  now  holds.     Pre- 
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vious  to  1875  some  of  the  higher  branches  were  taught,  but  owing 
to  the  fact  that  few  pupils  had  any  definite  aim  in  view,  but  little 
general  advancement  was  made.  In  1877  the  principal  was  given 
an  assistant,  and  a  recitation  room,  in  the  basement,  was  fitted  up 
for  the  accommodation  of  small  classes.  In  1880  the  school  was  re- 
moved to  the  Second  ward  building,  and  given  two  rooms.  In  1883 
it  was  accommodated  in  the  Fourth  ward  building,  with  three  rooms 
on  the  third  floor.  Later  additional  rooms  on  the  second  floor  were 
occupied  and  the  number  of  teachers  was  increased.  The  school  now 
has  an  enrolment  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  with  six 
teachers.  The  assembly  room  has  been  very  much  crowded  and 
the  rooms  on  the  second  floor  have  been  needed  for  the  grades  of 
the  ward  school.  This  condition  of  affairs  made  it  imperative  to 
have  increased  accommodations. 

In  the  spring  of  1894  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  high  school 
was  commenced  and  is  now  about  completed.  It  is  located  on  the 
grounds  adjoining  the  Emerson  building,  and  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  conveniently  arranged  high  school  buildings  in  this  part 
of  the  State.  The  cellar  walls  in  front  are  of  red  Portage  stone, 
the  first  story  of  buff  terra-cotta,  and  the  second  story  of  sand 
bricks,  differing  slightly  in  color  from  the  terra-cotta.  Over  the  cen- 
tral entrance  is  the  head  of  Minerva.  Two  towers,  one  on  each  side, 
enhance  the  front  of  the  building.  The  entrance  on  the  left  leads 
to  the  rooms  to  be  used  by  the  directors  and  superintendent,  and  the 
one  on  the  right  leads  to  the  large  assembly  room  on  the  second 
floor.  There  are  five  exits  from  the  building  in  addition  to  the  fire 
escape. 

On  the  first  floor  there  are  five  school  rooms,  two  office  rooms,  a 
book  and  supply  room  and  a  lavatory.  In  the  rear  is  a  wide  stair- 
way, leading  to  the  second  floor,  which  contains  the  assembly  room, 
with  a  seating  capacity  of  about  500.  To  the  rear  of  this  room  are 
four  recitation  rooms,  two  of  which  are  separated  from  the  assem- 
bly room  by  double,  rolling  curtains.  With  the  addition  of  these 
two  rooms  to  the  assembly  room  an  audience  of  700  or  800  can  be 
seated.  Off  the  large  room  are  cloak  rooms,  lavatories  and  the  prin- 
cipal's office.  The  rear  of  the  building  has  a  third  floor,  which  con- 
tains three  rooms,  adapted  specially  for  drawing,  mathematics,  chem- 
istry and  physics.  The  second  and  third  floors  will  be  used  for  the 
high  school.  The  first  floor  will  be  used  by  primary  pupils  and  will 
be  under  the  supervision  of  a  training  teacher,  who  will  have  charge 
of  inexperienced  teachers. 

The  building  will  be  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead- Wills 
system. 
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From  time  to  time  additional  branches  were  added  to  the  course 
of  study,  until  it  became  a  regular  four  years'  course.  It  is  probable 
some  slight  changes  will  be  made  during  the  coming  year.  Chem- 
istry and  trigonometry  should  be  added. 

There  is  nothing  specially  new  in  the  management  and  progress  of 
the  ward  schools  to  report  at  this  time. 


ASHLAND— William  C.  Estler. 

Supplementary  Reading. 

With  the  opening  of  the  '94  school  term,  this  district  having 
had  free  text  books  the  previous  two  years,  our  schoels  wrere  well 
supplied  with  the  regular  adopted  school  list  of  books. 

Fully  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  appropriation  asked  for  by  tbe 
book  and  apparatus  committee  was  expended  for  supplementary 
reading. 

We  cannot  understand  now  how  it  was  possible  that  we  did  so  long 
without  such  excellent  reading  matter.  Those  interested  in  this 
line  of  work  note  with  pleasure  that  the  leading  publishers  are  aldve 
to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  public  schools  in  this  direction, 
and  that  such  literature  is  now  markedly  in  the  ascendant. 

Night  Schools. 

The  night  school  continued  for  six  months.  The  length  of  the 
term  was  occasioned  by  the  attendance  of  the  boys,  who  are  recog- 
nizing the  advantages  of  a  common  school  education.  The  intention 
of  our  board  of  directors  is  to  make  the  night  school  term  equal  to 
that  of  the  day,  should  the  attendance  of  the  pupils  warrant  it. 

Commencement. 

The  exercises  were  held  in  the  opera  house  Thursday  and  Friday 
evenings,  May  23d  and  24th.  The  class  numbered  twenty-nine,  fif- 
teen boys  and  fourteen  girls,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  our 
schools. 

The  committee  concluded,  and  wisely,  to  have  two  commencement 
nights,  in  order  to  give  each  graduate  an  opportunity  to  participate. 
Tbe  innovation,  in  every  way,  proved  a  decided  success. 
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Free  Text  Books.     Third  Year. 

dumber  of  pupils  enrolled  in  day  schools, 1,422 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  text  books  in  day  schools, $0  42 

Average  cost  per  pupil  for  supplies  in  day  schools, 23 

Total  cost  per  pupil  for  text  books  and  supplies, $0  65 


BEAVER  FALLS— J.  M.  Reed. 

Our  school  term  of  nine  months  closed  May  31st.  A  teachers'  in- 
stitute of  three  days  was  held  just  before  the  term  began.  At  this 
meeting  definite  plans  for  beginning  and  continuing  the  work  of 
the  different  grades  were  considered.  Many  good  results  come  from 
such  a  meeting.  During  the  term  teachers'  meetings  were  held  each 
Friday  evening. 

OHr  promotions  are  made  at  any  time  that  the  knowledge  and 
ability  of  the  pupil  will  warrant  it.  All  promotions  are  made  upon 
all  that  we  can  know  of  a  pupil  as  determined  by  his  daily  recita- 
tions, his  oral  and  written  examination,  his  habits  of  study,  and  his 
physical  and  mental  ability  to  do  work.  You  will  see  that  we  have 
neither  abandoned  examination  nor  substituted  the  same  thing 
undar  another  name — written  reviews — in  their  place.  Just  now  we 
hear  much  of  the  same  cry  against  examinations  that  were  raised 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago.  It  seems  as  if  some  of  the  jour- 
nals of  these  dates  have  been  found.  Should  not  much  of  the  cry 
that  is  made  against  examinations  be  made  against  the  examiner 
and  his  questions,   rather  than  against   examinations? 

Whenever  a  person  sees  that  his  examinations  do  not  test  scholar- 
ship and  ability  too,  to  some  extent,  might  it  not  be  a  profitable 
thing  for  him  to  examine  his  questions  and  manner  of  conducting 
examinations? 

Thirteen  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  high  school  were 
graduated  at  the  close  of  the  term.  By  the  press  and  audience  the 
graduating  exercises  were  considered  excellent. 

The  crowded  condition  «f  the  schools  made  the  erection  of  a  new 
school  house  necessary,  and  our  board  of  directors  has  planned  and 
contracted  for  an  eight  roomed  school  house,  which  when  completed 
will   be  unexcelled  by  any  in  the  community.     Tn  architectural  ap 
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pearanee  it  will  be  the  equal,  and  in  arrangement  and  adaptation  to 
the  purpose  intended,  it  will  be  the  superior  of  any  school  house 
in  our  county,  and  will  reflect  much  credit  upon  our  board  of  direc- 
tors and  Mr.  John  A.  Snyder,  of  this  place,  the  architect. 

To  the  directors,  teachers,  pupils,  patrons  and  press  is  due  much 
of  the  success  of  the  past  school  year. 


BETHLEHEM— Thomas  Farquhar. 

In  accordance  with  Sections  CCXXXVII  and  CCXIX  of  the 
Pennsylvania  school  laws  and  decisions,  particularly  the  latter  sec- 
tion, which  reads  in  part  "the  county  superintendent shall  also 

himself  make  an  extended  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools 
under  his  charge,  suggesting  such  improvements  in  the  school  sys- 
tem as  he  may  deem  useful,  and  giving  such  other  information  in 
regard  to  the  practical  operation  of  common  schools,  and  the  laws 
relating  thereto,  as  may  be  deemed  of  public  interest,"  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  the  following  concerning  the  public  schools  of  Beth- 
lehem, Pa.,  for  the  term  1894-1895,  ended  June  28th,  and  also  what 
we  hope  will  be  done  in  the  term  1895-1896,  beginning  September  2d. 

The  Condition  of  the  Schools. 

The  schools  were  subjected  to  a  double  supervision,  the  directors 
being  especially  active  in  visitation  through  its  committee  on  teach- 
ers. One  hundred  and  eighteen  visits  by  directors  were  made.  As 
a  result  the  teachers  were  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  the  scholars  made  corresponding  advancement.  The  corps  of 
teachers  was  stronger  than  that  of  the  preceding  term.  The  board 
of  directors  is  particularly  careful  to  carry  out  all  the  provisions 
of  the  law  in  the  spirit  of  them  as  far  as  its  means  will  allow. 

The  work  in  the  high  school  was  well  done,  and  the  board  will  no 
doubt  increase  its  appliances  by  the  purchase  of  a  liberal  supply  of 
physical  apparatus  during  the  coming  summer.  The  alumni  asso- 
ciation of  the  schools  purposes  doing  what  it  can  to  encourage  the 
undergraduates  to  strive  after  excellence  in  their  studies  by  estab- 
lishing a  money  prize,  to  be  given  to  the  member  of  the  B  class 
making  the  highest  general  average. 

Apropos  it  may  be  stated  that  the  roster  of  the  association  shows 
a  line  of  188  graduates,  extending  from  the  year  1876,  in  which  year 
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two  persons  were  graduated,  to  this  present  year,  1895,  in  which  a 
class  of  27  members,  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  school, 
was  graduated.  Of  these  188  persons,  97  were  graduated  in  the 
years  187G-1888,  and  91  in  the  years  1889-1895,  or,  in  other  words, 
veiy  nearly  one-half  have  been  graduated  during  the  terms  of  service 
of  the  present  superintendent.  This  fact  is  mentioned  to  show 
that  it  is  becoming  increasingly  popular  with  the  young  folks  to 
complete  the  course  in  the  high  school,  and,  we  may  suppose,  with 
the  parents  to  have  their  children  do  so. 

We  do  not  think  less  time  should  be  spent  in  going  to  school,  but 
that  the  amount  of  text  book  ground  to  be  gone  over  should  be  cir- 
cumscribed materially,  and  that  what  is  learned  should  be  learned 
better.  More  time  and  opportunity  should  be  afforded  for  reading 
many  books  in  school  on  subjects  pertaining  to  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion. Happily,  the  public  school  interest  has  passed  beyond  the 
stage  of  only  one  book  on  each  branch,  with  no  collateral  reading. 

But  the  necessities  of  the  schools  in  the  matter  of  libraries  soon 
increase  beyond  the  yearly  means  of  school  boards  to  meet  them. 
A  wise  policy  would  dictate  the  expenditure  of  a  small  sum  every 
year  for  supplementary  reading,  it  might  be  called,  which  would  be 
of  great  assistance  to  scholars,  who  must  read,  if  they  would  learn. 
We  have  recommended  to  our  board  the  purchase  of  books  to  form 
the  nucleus  of  a  grammar  school  library,  and  the  upper  classes  in  the 
secondary  department  should  have  the  same  advantage. 

Our  book  of  rules  contains  the  following  direction:  "The  attention 
of  the  teachers  is  called  to  the  necessity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  parents  of  the  children  under  their  control.  The  work  of 
the  teacher  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  will  be  greatly  advanced 
by  attention  to  this  duty.  This  very  important  duty  must  not  be 
neglected."  The  teachers  had  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  fam- 
ilies of  pupils;  but,  under  the  pressure  of  the  last  clause  of 
the  rule  given  above,  one  thousand  and  fifty-seven  visits 
were  made  during  the  last  term,  which,  being  interpreted,  means 
that  almost  every  family  in  the  district  from  which  children 
attended  the  public  school,  received  one  or  more  visits  from  the 
teacher.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  intercourse,  which  we  call 
business  visitation,  has  brought  about  a  harmony  between  parents 
and  teachers,  and  pupils  and  teachers,  which  is  gratifying  in  the 
highest  degree. 

One  of  the  rules  relating  to  pupils  is  the  following:  "Every  pupil 
absent  from  school  or  coming  tardy  shall  receive  from  the  teacher 
a  note  of  inquiry,  which  must  be  signed  by  the  parent  or  guardian 
and  returned  at  the  next  school  session."'  We  make  a  copy  of  this 
note  a  part  of  this  report,  because  we  know  that  much  friction  has 
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arisen  between  parents  and  teachers  because  of  the  indiscreet  com- 
munications emanating  from  both  sources.  It  may  be  a  suggestion 
to  some  brother  superintendent. 

NOTE  OF  INQUIRY. 

Note  of  inquiry  respecting  the  absence  and  tardiness  of  pupils 
from  the  teacher  to  the  parent. 


Bethlehem,  Pa.,   18U 

M 

Your was 

on Was  it  by  your  permission  ? 

Please  answer  by  writing  your  name  after  the  word  "Yes"  or  "No," 
as  the  case  may  require. 

Respectfully, 


Teacher-, 
KEPLY. 
M 


Bethlehem,  Pa.,   18U 


Yes,  it  was  by  my  permission. 
Respectfully, 


Paren  t. 


No,  it  was  not  by  my  permission. 
Respectfully, 


Parent. 


X.  B. — This  note  must  be  kept  on  file  by  the  teacher.  All  notes 
will  be  inspected  by  the  Superintendent  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Before  closing,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  hold  most  firmly  to  those  doc 
trines  and  methods  of  teaching  that  give  full  credit  to  what  our  an 
cestors  have  learned  and  handed  down  for  us  to  take  advantage  of. 
Away  with  those  methods  that  make  the  learner  begin  ah  incuna- 
bilis  as  though  the  world  of  knowledge  never  had  a  past.  T  hold 
:ilso  tu  the  teaching  that  develops  to  (lie- fullest  extent,  the  finest 
faith  and  confidence  of  the  child  in  the  dictum  of  his  teacher. 
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BBADDOCK— J.  S.  Keefer. 

rJ?he  schools  of  this  borough  made  commendable  progress  during 
the  past  year.  The  annexation  of  the  Copeland  district  added  seven 
schools  to  our  number;  two  more  were  furnished  with  new  furni- 
ture and  occupied,  thus  increasing  the  number  of  schools  from  twen- 
ty-four to  thirty-three.  The  enrolment  increased  from  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  to  seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

We  have  not  attempted  any  radical  change  in  the  system,  but 
have  endeavored  to  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  necessities  of  each 
department  and  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  schools  under  our 
supervision  in  every  way  possible.  The  work  has  been  a  pleasant 
one,  encouraged  by  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  directors  in  everything  that  we  proposed  to  keep  our  schools  in 
line  with  the  progressive  tendencies  of  the  age.  Although  the  work 
has  been  highly  commended  by  patrons  and  visitors,  yet  we  realize 
there  is  much  room  for  improvement. 

The  teachers  have  been  regular  in  their  attendance  at  the  grade 
and  other  professional  meetings,  faithful  and  industrious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty,  and  most  of  them  progressive  and  enthusiastic. 

Receptions  for  the  inspection  of  the  work  were  held  in  each  of  the 
sehool  buildings.  These  were  largely  attended  by  the  patrons  and 
also  by  teachers  and  directors  from  surrounding  districts.  Both 
teachers  and  pupils  were  highly  commended  for  their  work. 

On  May  28th,  the  graduating  exercises  of  the  high  school  were 
held  in  the  new  Carnegie  Hall,  in  the  presence  of  an  audience  of 
more  than  twelve  hundred  citizens.  The  graduates  acquitted  them- 
selves creditably. 

In  view  of  introducing  some  changes  in  the  general  work  of  the 
schools  for  the  ensuing  year,  we  look  forward  to  marked  improve- 
ment in  general  work  and  results. 

With  a  corps  of  faithful  and  growing  teachers,  ;in<l  a  board  of  di- 
rectors alive  and  willing  to  do  anything  for  the  advancement  of  the 
schools,  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  promising. 

Tn  conclusion.  1  wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  hearty  co-opera 
Hon  of  parents,  teachers,  press  ;ind  directors  in  :ill  that  pertains  to 
the  welfare  of  the  schools. 


10-5-95 
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BRADFOKD— E.  E.  Miller. 

My  connection  with  the  schools  of  this  city  began  on  the  first  day 
of  January  of  the  present  year.  During  the  preceding  year  and  a 
half,  the  schools  had  been  conducted  under  a  management  which 
presented  a  number  of  features  somewhat  different  from  those  which 
obtain  in  most  schools.  Some  of  the  changes  which  had  been  made 
in  the  course  of  study,  and  in  the  organization  and  general  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  have  given  very  satisfactory  results,  and  the 
present  plan  will  be  continued;  other  changes  have  not  produced 
the  results  anticipated,  and  the  plan  has  been  discontinued.  As  I 
had  an  excellent  opportunity  to  note  results  and  make  comparisons 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  it  may  be  a  matter  of  interest  to 
refer  in  detail  to  some  of  the  more  important  changes  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made,  and  give  the  result  of  each. 

(a)  In  purchasing  text-books,  under  the  new  law,  the  ''regulation 
series  of  school  readers"  was  omitted,  and  in  their  place  were  sub- 
stituted the  standard  works  of  our  best  authors. 

The  result  has  been  more  than  satisfactory,  and  there  is  no  dispo 
sition  to  return  to  the  old  series  of  school  readers. 

These  books  are  purchased  in  sets  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate 
all  the  pupils  of  any  room  ;  when  completed  the  books  are  exchanged 
among  the  different  rooms,  by  this  plan  each  pupil  reads  from  two 
to  four  books  during  the  school  year,  depending  upon  the  grade. 

Cb)  Perhaps  the  most  important  change  in  the  management  of  the 
schools  was  the  discontinuance  of  the  "grade"  method  of  teaching, 
and  the  substitution  of  the  departmental  plan,  whereby,  instead  of 
having  charge  of  a  certain  room  and  all  classes  therein,  to  each 
teacher  was  assigned  one  subject  for  not  to  exceed  two  subjects)  and 
these  she  taught  in  the  different  grades.  (A  full  discussion  of  this 
plan  is  given  in  our  catalogue  just  issued.) 

The  plan  did  not  result  satisfactorily  in  the  lower  grades,  and  the 
grade  system  was  restored  in  all  grades  below  the  high  school,  ex- 
cept in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  our  larger  schools  where 
there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils  to  make  at  least  three  or  four 
rooms  of  those  grades. 

(c\  Tim  nso  of  the  ronv  book  with  ri^nton!  oooies  lias  been  Hisron- 
tinued  and  loose  sheets  of  paper,  suitably  ruled  for  the  different 
trades,  substituted:  writincr  was  taught  only  in  connection  with 
written  work  required  in  other  branches.  The  result  is  a  saving  in 
expense,  but  whether  this  has  not  been  at  a  loss  in  penmanship  is 
vet  unsettled. 
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No  copy  books  were  purchased  for  the  ensuing  year. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  one  or  two  rooms  will  be  supplied 
with  practice  books  and  slips  of  printed  copies,  which  can  be  kept 
next  to  the  line  on  which  the  pupil  is  writing. 

(d)  Spelling  books  were  not  used  by  pupils  in  any  grade. 
Result:  Spelling  books  are  now  used  by  pupils  through  the  fourth, 

fifth  and  sixth  grades. 

(e)  Instead  of  pencil  tablets  of  print  paper  used  in  so  many  schools 
for  pencil  work,  loose  sheets  of  manilla  paper  (size  10x12)  are  kept  on 
the  teacher's  desk  and  used  as  needed.  The  expense  is  much  less 
and  we  greatly  prefer  it  to  the  tablets. 

The  attempt  to  do  away  with  all  written  examinations  resulted 
disastrously,  as  it  will  in  any  school,  where  the  idea  is  fully  carried 
out.  I  notice,  however,  in  the  reports  of  many  superintendents  that 
they  continue  to  have  "written  reviews,"  "written  recitations,"  "super- 
intendent's test,"  etc.,  "given  at  irregular  intervals."  I  have  visited 
schools  where  "all  written  examinations"  had  been  abolished;  I 
found  list  of  questions  on  the  blackboard  to  which  the  pupils  would 
refer  and  then  write  on  paper;  there  were  collections  of  manuscripts 
on  the  teacher's  desk;  the  scene  was  familiar;  I  thought  that  a 
written  examination  was  in  progress;  but  I  was  mistaken;  the  su- 
perintendent was  having  only  a  "written  review;"  he  had  abolished 
all  examinations;   the  report  showed  excellent  results. 

"That  which  we  call  a  rose     *     *     *     ." 

In  the  important  case  now  pending  in  the  pedagogical  court 
wherein  Spasmodical  Written  Review  is  plaintiff,  and  Regular  Ex- 
amination defendant,  my  sympathies  are  with  the  defendant. 

Nothing  has  been  said  in  this  connection  regarding  the  basis  for 
promotions.  In  making  promotions,  fitness  or  qualification  of  the 
pupil  is  the  only  point  to  determine :  this  can  be  determined  only  by 
evidence;  in  this  school  no  kind  of  evidence  bearing  on  the  matter 
is  barred.  Our  new  course  of  study  provides  for  two  grades  of  each 
year's  work,  and  semi-annual  promotions.  Individual  promotions 
are  made  at  any  time  the  pupil  may  be  qualified  to  take  up  the  work 
of  the  next  higher  grade. 

During  the  year  a  new  six  room  brick  building,  with  all  modern 
improvements  was  erected  in  the  Fourth  ward. 

The  enrolment  of  pupils  in  the  high  school  is  eleven  per  cent,  of 
the  total  enrolment  of  the  city. 

Two  four-year  courses  of  study  are  maintained  and  a  two  years 
commercial  course,  which  was  first  opened  in  September  of  this  year, 
with  an  attendance  of  75  pupils.  All  of  these  had  been  first  regu- 
larly admitted  to  the  high  school. 
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We  have  an  excellent  physical  and  chemical  laboratory  built  ©n 
the  model  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  and  all  sci- 
ence work  is  done  on  the  laboratory  method. 

Miss  McAuliffe,  the  efficient  principal  of  the  high  school  during  the 
past  four  years,  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  enter  the  legal 
profession.  Miss  Harriett  Rounds,  of  Menasha.  Wis.,  was  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancy. 

For  the  ensuing  year,  teachers'  Saturday  classes  with  competent 
instructors  have  been  organized  in  pedagogics,  psychology  and  En- 
glish grammar. 

During  the  sumer  vacation  the  buildings  have  been  re-painted  and 
thoroughly  repaired,  without  and  within,  and  everything  placed  in 
first-class  condition. 

With  a  progressive  and  liberal  board,  enthusiasm  and  harmony 
among  all  teachers  and  parents,  indications  point  to  a  most  success- 
ful ensuing  year. 


BRISTOL—  Matilda  S.  Booz. 

The  school  building  erected  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1894  was  dedicated  in  November.  Addresses  were  made  by  Hon. 
N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  County  Su- 
perintendent W.  H.  Slotter,  Ex-County  Superintendents  W.  W. 
Woodruff  and  H.  B.  Eastburn,  and  John  Maule,  member  of  borough 
council. 

The  building  is  well  lighted  and  heated,  and  furnished  with  single 
desks.  It  provides  a  more  central  location  for  the  high  and  grammar 
schools,  and  separate  quarters  for  two  primary  grades  formerly  occu- 
pying one  room. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Mechanics 
presented  a  handsome  flag,  and  during  the  winter,  through  the  ef- 
forts of  some  of  the  teachers  and  pupils,  a  fine  piano  was  purchased 
for  the  assembly  room. 

The  attendance  has  been  large,  notwithstanding  the  removal  of  a 
number  of  families  from  the  town  on  account  of  the  business  de- 
pression. Classes  are  growing  larger,  and  the  tendency  is  toward 
graduation.  Many,  however,  while  desiring  the  honor,  are  unwilling 
to  pnl  forth  the  necessary  effort,  and  hope  to  be  "carried  on  flowery 
beds  of  ease."     Disappointment  awaits  such,  for  the  effort  is  con 
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stantly  being  made  by  teachers  and  directors  to  raise  the  standard, 
and  as  far  as  the  course  extends,  to  be  thorough.  The  promotions 
during  the  year  were  made  very  largely  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  teacher  as  to  class-work. 

In  June,  a  elass  of  nine  pupils  graduated.  The  class  of  '90  con- 
sisted of  four  members.  Of  these,  one  has  since  graduated  from 
Lafayette,  one  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  third  is 
attending  the  law  school  of  the  University. 

A  number  of  books  have  been  added  to  the  library — cyclopedias, 
works  on  pedagogy  and  standard  literature. 

Teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  as  usual  and  results  have  been 
good.  The  meetings  of  the  Current  Event  Club,  were  profitable  and 
delightful. 


BUTLER— Ebenezer  Mackey. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  pleasant  and  profitable.  We  have 
now  had  sufficient  experience  under  our  new  free  text  book  regula- 
tions and  in  our  new  course  of  study  to  conduct  our  work  with  com- 
paratively little  friction  and  with  very  encouraging  results. 

Our  text-books  are  nearly  all  in  good  condition,  after  two  years' 
service;  only  one  per  cent,  of  the  books  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term  are  reported  as  lost,  destroyed,  or  not  fit  for  use,  and  these 
mainly  in  primary  schools.  We  have  stronger  reasons  each  day  to 
appreciate  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  free  text-books  and 
supplies. 

We  have  had  a  teachers'  meeting  nearly  every  week,  twenty-seven 
in  nine  months.  Though  attendance  is  purely  voluntary,  ten  of  our 
corps  have  not  missed  a  meeting,  and  only  six  have  missed  more 
than  two  meetings.  We  have  had  a  varied  program,  but  our  main 
work  has  been  a  study  of  Parker's  "Talks  on  Pedagogics." 

Our  schools  combined  in  twos  for  the  celebration  of  Washington's 
birthday.  The  lessons  of  the  day  were  more  deeply  impressed,  the 
interest  and  enthusiasm  of  the  occasion  enhanced,  the  spirit  of  fel- 
lowship that  makes  for  patriotism  was  intensified  by  the  fact  that 
each  school  had  a  school  as  its  guest.  Each  of  the  higher  grades 
chose  its  "orator  for  the  day,"  and  they  were  proud  of  the  presence 
of  somo  of  our  distinguished  citizens  in  that  capacity.  We  are  in- 
debted to  Hon.  Judge  Greer,  S.  F.  Bowser,  Esq.,  A.  G.  Williams,  Esq., 
and  Ool.  Redic  for  their  stirring  speeches.  Their  words  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten. 
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Thirty-four  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school,  and  seventy- 
eight  from  the  grammar  schools,  the  largest  graduating  classes  thus 
far  in  our  history,  and  the  youngest  class  to  graduate  from  the  gram- 
mar school.  Commencement  season  had  the  usual  events — the  su- 
perintendent's reception  to  the  senior  class  and  faculty  or  the  high 
school,  the  baccalaureate  sermon,  the  high  school  class  day  and  com- 
mencement, the  grammar  school  graduation  exercises,  and  the 
alumni  address  and  banquet.  The  high  school  program  had  several 
attractive  new  features,  the  public  exercises  of  both  classes  were 
very  well  attended  and  won  a  great  deal  of  praise.  There  were  able 
and  impressive  words  of  counsel  and  encouragement  in  the  sermon 
of  Eev.  Y.  M.  Thompson,  D.  P.,  of  Sharpsburg,  the  address  to  the 
alumni  by  Rev.  Dr.  Moffat,  president  of  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College,  and  the  addresses  to  the  graduates  by  Messrs.  McJunkin  and 
Bowser,  of  our  school  board.  The  whole  commencement  season  has 
been  one  of  mighty  influence  for  good  upon  our  pupils,  and  has  stirred 
up  our  community  to  a  keener  appreciation  of  the  work  and  greater 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  our  schools. 

We  are  soon  to  have  a  new  brick  school  building  of  very  hand- 
some design,  with  ten  school  rooms,  library,  office,  teachers'  room, 
two  recitation  rooms,  and  all  modern  conveniences. 

Our  school  board  deserves  special  commendation  for  the  energy 
and  time  devoted  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  for  the  liberal 
policy  and  excellent  judgment  manifested  in  plans  for  buildings  and 
improvements,  in  salaries  of  teachers,  and  in  our  equipment  of  text- 
books and  supplies. 


CARBON  DALE— John  J.  Forbes. 

This  year,  as  last,  the  schools  suffered  from  a  scourge  of  diphtheria, 
which  began  in  November  and  lasted  until  March.  The  monthly  en- 
rolment was  reduced  from  two  thousand  and  twenty-seven  in  Octo- 
ber to  seventeen  hundred  in  March. 

The  new  brick  school  building  mentioned  in  the  preceding  report 
was  opened  during  the  year,  and  an  additional  teacher  added  to  the 
force.  No.  2  was  converted  into  an  almost  new  building  by  extensive 
improvements. 

Much  progress  has  been  made  in  drawing  under  the  supervision 
of  Miss  Lucy  Joslin,  who  has  had  exclusive  control  of  that  study  in 
all  the  schools  of  the  city.     In  music,  commendable  progress  was 
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made  and  that  branch  as  taught  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades 
for  the  first  time.  It  was  heretofore  restricted  to  the  high  school. 
The  crowded  condition  of  the  high  school  has  been  relieved  by  the 
removal  of  the  eighth  grade.  The  experiment  has  proved  a  success 
and  has  resulted  in  more  thorough  work  from  both  teachers  and 
pupils. 

During  the  coming  year,  the  district  will  be  enlarged  by  the  annex- 
ation of  a  portion  of  Carboudale  township.  The  annexation  will  give 
us  an  additional  four  room  building,  which  is  conveniently  located 
and  will  enable  us  to  relieve  Nos.  1  and  2,  which  are  now  crowded. 

The  schools  are  steadily  growing.  At  the  close  of  the  coming 
year  our  teaching  force  will  consist  of  no  fewer  than  forty-three 
teachers.  The  buildings  are  ample  for  our  present  needs,  and  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  large  expenditures  for  extensions  or  repairs 
in  the  near  future. 


CHAMBERSBURG— W.  H.  Hockenberry. 

During  the  school  year  closing  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  18i>5, 
the  enrolment  in  the  public  schools  of  Chambersburg  was  1,635 — 782 
girls  and  853  boys. 

Eighty-one  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  by  directors,  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  by  patrons  and  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  by 
the  superintendent. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  work  of  the  year,  by  teachers  and  pupils, 
has  been  well  done,  while  in  many  instances  a  degree  of  excellence 
has  been  reached  that  reflects  credit  alike  upon  teachers  and  pupils, 
and  is  most  gratifying  to  all  concerned.  The  regular  written  exer- 
cises during  the  year,  together  with  the  examination  papers  at  its 
close,  exhibited  remarkable  care  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and 
pupils  as  to  neatness  and  accuracy,  and  compare  most  favorably  with 
any  that  I  have  seen  in  other  institutions  of  much  higher  grades. 
This  part  of  the  work  is  especially  referred  to  because  it  requires 
more  labor  than  that  of  any  other  department,  and  success  in  it  de- 
serves to  be  noted  and  commended.  It  so  frequently  happens  that 
schools  greatly  fail  here  while  doing  good  work  in  other  ways,  that  1 
have  always  examined  the  written  work  in  all  the  grades  and  have  en- 
deavored to  encourage  the  pupils  to  aim  at  a  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence where  excellence  is  attained  only  by  great  labor,  care  and  per- 
severance.    I  am  proud  of  the  work  of  our  schools  in  this  line. 
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it  has  not  been  thought  desirable  to  make  any  radical  changes  in 
our  course  of  study  or  in  the  methods  of  teaching,  but  a  constant 
effort  is  being  made  to  adapt  theory  and  methods  to  the  conditions 
presented  from  day  to  day  by  the  work  in  hand.  Increasing  em- 
phasis is  placed  upon  a  few  cardinal  principles,  such  as  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  what  is  taught,  retaining  the  attention  of  the  pupil  by 
sustaining  the  interest  in  the  topic,  leading  the  pupil  to  make  his 
own  investigations  wherever  it  is  possible,  never  failing  to  have  a 
restatement  from  the  pupil  of  what  has  been  taught,  and  the  fre- 
quent reviewing  and  testing  necessary  to  bind  up  and  retain  what 
has  been  gathered. 

Much  advancement  has  been  made  in  our  work  in  recent  year*  be- 
cause some  educational  factors  are  better  understood  and  more 
highly  appreciated  than  formerly,  both  by  teachers  and  the  public 
generally.  Time  was  when  these  did  not  impress  educators  as  fuHy 
as  their  importance  demanded,  and  when  they  were  in  many  in 
stances  almost  totally  ignored  by  the  people  at  large.  Too  much  can- 
not be  said  about  the  personal  influence  of  the  teacher  in  and  out  of 
the  school  room,  the  home  life  and  companions  of  the  children,  the 
necessity  of  moral  training,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  love  of  the  beau- 
tiful in  art  and  nature.  Knowledge  alone  is  not  power,  and  is  no 
longer  looked  upon  as  education.  While  it  is  necessary  for  teachers 
to  labor  assiduously  and  regularly  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
jects taught,  it  is  at  the  same  time  remembered  that  culture  and 
character  building  must  receive  attention  as  subjects  of  paramount 
importance.  Our  girls  and  boys  must  be  taught  not  only  to  know 
but  to  love  our  country  and  its  institutions;  not  only  to  know  the 
right  and  the  honorable,  but  to  love  right  and  honor  and  truth  for 
their  own  sake.  More  than  ever  before,  I  think  our  teachers  have 
been  able  to  inspire  those  under  their  care  with  high  ideals  of  life  and 
its  work  and  to  foster  in  them  a  spirit  of  heroic  endeavor  that  will 
lead  them  on  to  success  in  life. 

As  a  means  of  professional  and  literary  culture  our  teachers  have 
formed  a  teachers'  library  association,  and  by  purchase  and  gift  have 
secured  153  volumes  of  standard  works  in  general  literature  and  ped- 
agogy. When  teachers  are  thus  willing  to  tax  themselves  for  their 
own  and  the  improvement  of  others  it  is  an  example  of  professional 
/.c;)]  deserving  the  highest  commendation.  When  teachers  cease  to 
read  and  study  they  cease  to  teach  effectively,  and  the  broader  their 
culture  the  better  the  work  they  will  do  even  in  the  lower  grades  of 
schools. 

During  the  year  a  special  effort  was  made  to  have  the  transfer 
classes  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  work  to  be  done  in  the  next 
higher  grade,  and  ulthough  some  unexpected  obstacles  were  em-nun 
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tered,  the  effort  has  been  successful.  Extreme  care  was  taken  that 
all  the  pupils  worthy  of  promotion  should  be  transferred,  and  that 
no  unprepared  one  should  pass  into  a  grade  in  which  the  work  should 
be  so  difficult  as  to  discourage  the  pupil  and  retard  the  progress  of 
the  class.  This  policy  carefully  carried  into  effect  will  prove  advan 
tageous  to  all  concerned. 

The  work  of  the  teachers'  borough  institute  has  been  very  helpful 
in  directing  and  stimulating  the  professional  zeal  of  the  teachers. 
Much  of  the  work  has  been  done,  and  well  done,  by  our  own  teachers, 
but  they  have  been  greatly  aided  by  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Rev.  T.  J, 
Sherrard,  Rev.  H.  T.  Kroh,  Rev.  Herbert  Alleman,  Prof.  H.  M.  Roop, 
Miss  Kinsey  and  Walter  Holler,  Esq. 

About  $700  worth  of  slate  boards  have  been  placed  in  the  different 
buildings  during  the  year.  This  is  a  permanent  improvement  that 
very  greatly  facilitates  the  schoolroom  work. 

A  class  of  eleven  was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  the  com 
mencement  exercises  being,  as  usual,  very  interesting  and  well  at- 
tended by  patrons  and  citizens  generally.  The  address  to  the  class 
was  made  by  the  Rev.  W.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph.D. 

Including  this  year's  class,  three  hundred  and  one — one  hundred 
and  eighty-one  ladies  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  gentlemen — have 
been  graduated.  Many  of  these  have  distinguished  themselves  as 
ministers,  lawyers,  physicians,  teachers,  and  in  the  business  world, 
finding  h«mes  and  fields  of  labor  in  nearly  every  state  from  ocean 
to  ocean.  Two  of  the  ladies  are  missionaries  in  Japan,  and  one  gen- 
tleman a  physician  in  France.  Recently  they  have  formed  an  alumni 
association  whose  object  is  to  aid  the  public  schools  of  the  borough 
and  to  promote  the  social  and  educational  interests  of  the  members. 

Once  more  it  becomes  a  pleasure  to  give  public  expression  to  my 
appreciation  of  the  courtesy  and  aid  I  have  received  in  the  discharge 
of  my  official  duties  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  di- 
rectors, teachers,  patrons  and  the  press. 


CHESTER— Charles  P.  Foster. 
High  School. 

This  department  of  our  city  system  of  instruction  is  now  estab- 
lished upon  a  broad  basis.  Three  complete  courses  are  given.  The 
classical- and  scientific  work  covers  all  that  is  needed  for  entrance  to 
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college.  Out  of  fifty-four  students  who  have  graduated  during  the 
past  four  years,  fourteen  have  pursued  their  studies  in  higher  insti- 
tutions and  thirteen  have  entered  the  profession  of  teaching.  Eighty 
per  cent,  of  our  own  teachers  are  graduates  of  the  high  school.  The 
special  course  in  pedagogy  next  year  will  be  supplemented  by  prac- 
tice in  the  model  school  to  be  established  in  the  new  Larkin  building. 

Grammar  Schools. 

The  preparatory  work  in  these  schools  has  been  very  thorough. 
A  class  of  seventy  pupils  is  ready  for  admission  to  the  high  school. 
They  have  finished  the  common  branches  and  taken  one  year  in  alge- 
bra, book  keeping,  physiology  and  civics.  This  is  equivalent  to  the 
first  year's  work  in  many  high  schools.  The  Central  grammar  school 
planned  for  next  year  will  include  above  two  hundred  pupils  of  the 
eighth  and  ninth  grades  and  will  constitute  a  separate  department 
under  one  principal. 

Physical  Training. 

A  course  of  instruction  consisting  of  practical  exercises  adapted  to 
the  school  room  was  given  to  the  teachers  early  in  the  term,  and  the 
Preece  System  of  Physical  Culture  has  been  adopted.  This  will  be 
commenced  in  the  first  grade  and  continued  throughout  the  course. 
A  fine  gymnasium  is  placed  in  the  new  school  building. 

The  New  Larkin  Building. 

It  was  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  that  a  lot  of  ground  had  been 
purchased  for  school  purposes  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Crosby 
streets  for  the. sum  of  $42,500.  The  board  decided  at  once  to  erect 
on  this  site  a  suitable  structure  which  should  not  only  centralize 
the  grammar  school  work,  but  which  should  also  serve  for  all  the 
Fourth  ward  primary  pupils  and  render  possible  a  training  school 
for  young  teachers.  Plans  were  submitted  by  several  architects, 
and  those  of  Mr.  E.  F.  Bertolett  of  Philadelphia  having  been  accepted, 
he  was  appointed  supervisor  of  the  work  of  construction.  The  con- 
tractor was  Mr.  Joel  Lane,  of  this  city,  and  the  building,  at  the  date 
of  this  writing  is  nearing  completion. 

The  lot  is  ample  in  size  and  borders  on  three  streets.  The  building 
has  a  frontage  of  77  feet  7  inches  on  Broad  street,  and  extends  along 
Crosby  street  toward  the  rear  on  Eighth  street  105  feet.  On  the 
northeast  corner  front  is  a  circular  tower  100  feet  from  base  to  sum- 
mit and  surmounted  with  a  flag  staff.  The  walls  of  the  complete 
structure  are  built  of  Pennsylvania  light  blue  marble,  and  are  three 
stories  high,  with  the  exception  of  eleven  feet  in  the  rear  two  stories 
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high,  which  is  occupied  by  stairways.  The  basement  is  used  for 
heating  and  ventilating  apparatus,  and  dry  closets  arranged  under 
the  Smead-Wills  system,  comprising  eight  furnaces,  spacious  cold 
air  rooms,  and  two  fans  to  aid  the  circulation. 

The  first  floor  contains  the  superintendent's  office  and  three  pri- 
mary school  rooms  with  adjoining  class  rooms  and  clothes  rooms. 
Accommodations  for  300  pupils  of  the  first,  second  and  third  years  of 
the  school  course  are  to  be  found  on  this  floor.  The  desks  and  seats 
are  of  the  latest  adjustable  pattern,  and  are  made  of  oak.  Slate  of 
the  best  quality  and  in  liberal  amount  is  employed  for  blackboards 
throughout  the  building. 

On  the  second  floor  is  the  assembly  room  51  by  75  feet,  with  a  gal- 
lery on  two  sides  affording  entrance  to  three  class  rooms  and  a  gym- 
nasium on  the  third  floor.  The  main  room,  which  is  to  be  used  for 
the  assembling  of  the  grammar  school  and  for  study  purposes,  is 
fitted  with  260  of  the  "New  Century"  desks,  which  are  adjustable  and 
which  can  also  be  converted  into  open  seats  for  the  use  of  an  audi- 
ence. The  assembly  room  and  gallery  will  accommodate  500  persons. 
The  six  class  rooms  are  provided  with  desks  and  will  seat  all  the  pu- 
pils at  once  if  necessary.  The  class  rooms  on  both  floors  are  con- 
nected with  the  main  room  by  a  system  of  electric  bells,  which  also 
includes  the  primary  rooms  and  basement.  All  the  ceilings  are  of 
metal  and  are  artistically  finished  in  harmonious  and  subdued  tints. 
The  stairs  are  of  heavy  slate,  with  iron  framework.  The  wood  finish 
throughout  is  quartered  oak.  Every  room  is  abundantly  supplied 
with  light  which  falls  upon  the  left  side  of  the  pupil  when  he  is 
seated. 

On  the  second  floor  are  clothes  rooms  for  boys  and  for  girls,  a  prin- 
cipal's room,  teachers'  room,  and  lavatory.  The  whole  cost  of  the 
building,  not  including  the  purchase  of  site,  is  about '$50,000. 


COLUMBIA— S.  H.  Hoffman. 

While  there  is  nothing  of  special  or  unusual  interest  to  report  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  the  schools  of  Columbia,  there  are  sub- 
stantial evidences  that  our  schools  were  in  the  line  of  progress  during 
the  past  year. 

No  changes  were  made,  except  those  deemed  necessary  to  keep 
our  system  in  touch  witli  the  progressive  ideas  and  movements  of  the 
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times.  Our  teachers,  as  a  rule,  are  earnest  and  conscientious  in 
their  work,  and  while  all  that  was  desired  was  not  accomplished,  the 
results  are  fully  up  to,  and  in  nearly  all  departments  in  advance  of 
the  standard  of  any  previous  year. 

Liberal  additions  of  scientific  apparatus  to  the  chemical  and  phy- 
sical laboratories  added  interest  and  efficiency  to  the  work  of  the 
high  school. 

The  purchase  of  a  globe  and  relief  maps  for  all  departments  ren- 
dered the  teaching  of  history  and  geography  much  more  pleasant 
and  effective.  The  interest  in  vocal  music  was  fully  maintained; 
the  purchase  of  a  first  class  piano  for  the  grammar  department,  the 
faithfulness  of  the  teachers  of  all  grades  and  the  enthusiasm  of  Prof. 
W.  B.  Hall,  supervisor  of  music,  rendered  the  progress  in  this  de- 
lightful subject  very  gratifying. 

Our  school  term  closed  June  4th.  Commencement  exercises  were 
held  in  Columbia  opera  house  June  6th  in  presence  of  a  large 
audience. 

The  organization  of  our  schools  for  the  ensuing  term  has  been  com- 
pleted; four  additional  schools,  one  secondary  and  three  primary, 
have  been  formed. 

A  splendid  eight  room  building  with  all  modern  requirements  and 
improvements  necessary  to  secure  convenience,  light,  heat  and  ven- 
tilation is  in  process  of  erection  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at 
the  beginning  of  the  coming  term. 


CORRY— A.  D.  Colegrove. 

The  year  which  closed  on  the  thirteenth  of  June  has  been  a  pros- 
perous one.  The  few  changes  that  have  been  made,  though  not  rad- 
ical, have  been  in  the  right  direction.  For  more  than  twenty  years 
the  superintendent  has  been  required  to  teach  classes  in  the  high 
school  a  half  day  during  the  year.  Under  such  conditions  close  su- 
ptrvision  of  the  grades  was  impossible  and  the  board  decided  that 
hereafter  he  shall  be  allowed  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  proper 
duties  of  his  office.  The  wisdom  of  the  change  has  been  fully  dem- 
onstrated. Another  advance  of  a  similar  nature  has  been  the  em- 
ployment of  a  director  of  music,  who  has  devoted  a  part  of  each  week 
to  the  supervision  of  the  musical  instruction  in  all  grades.  Through 
the  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  regular  teachers  a  high  degree  of 
proficiency  lias  been  attained. 
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We  have  now  accomplished  the  regrading  of  our  schools  making 
the  course  nine  years  below  the  high  school,  which  was  formerly  ten. 
Our  three  years'  high  school  course  is  wholly  secondary  in  charac- 
ter and  our  graduates  are  admitted  on  favorable  terms  to  the  best 
colleges.  This  department  continues  to  grow  in  importance.  The 
attendance  has  increased  rapidly  the  past  year,  having  reached  nine 
per  cent,  of  the  total  enrolment,  and  will  exceed  that  proportion  at 
the  opening  of  the  next  term.  It  has  outgrown  its  present  accommo- 
dations and  steps  are  being  taken  looking  to  the  erection  of  a  new 
high  school  building  in  the  near  future. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  introduced  vertical  writing  in 
the  primary  and  intermediate  grades  and  have  met  with  very  satis- 
factory results.  All  of  the  written  work  has  shown  marked  improve- 
ment and  the  facility  with  which  little  primary  pupils  learn  to  write 
a  round  and  legible  hand  is  quite  remarkable.  Another  innovation  in 
our  schools  that  has  been  watched  with  much  interest  has  been  the 
Pollard  system,  which  so  far  has  met  our  expectations.  Probably  a 
single  year's  trial  of  either  of  these  systems  should  not  be  held  as 
conclusive  proof  of  their  inherent  excellence,  but  nothing  has  oc- 
curred in  our  experience  thus  far  to  cast  any  doubt  upon  their  cor- 
rectness in  theory  or  their  utility  in  practice. 

Like  many  other  schools  in  various  parts  of  our  country,  we  have 
attempted  to  do  something  to  counteract  the  abominable  cigarette 
evil.  Whether  our  efforts  shall  result  in  success  or  failure  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  future.  An  anti-cigarette  league  has  been  formed  com- 
posed of  about  four  hundred  boys — four-fifths  of  the  whole  number 
enrolled,  and  it  is  believed  that  there  is  a  strong  and  growing  senti- 
ment among  the  boys  themselves  against  the  use  of  tobacco.  This, 
however,  is  a  species  of  missionary  work  which  depends  for  its  suc- 
cess upon  the  profound  interest  and  strong  personality  of  the  teach- 
ers, and  from  which  very  little  can  be  expected  so  long  as  the  vast 
majority  of  business  and  professional  men,  whom  the  boys  look  to  as 
patterns,  set  the  pernicious  example. 


DU  BOIS— C.  P.  Garrison. 

The  whole  number  registered  in  all  the  schools, 1,658 

The  whole  number  registered  in  day  schools,  1,545 

The  whole  number  registered  in  night  schools, 113 
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Average  number  belonging  to  all  grades,   1,263 

Average  number  belonging  to  all  day  schools, 1,233 

Average  number  belonging  to  all  night  schools, 30 

Average  daily  attendance  all  grades,   1,080 

Number  of  teachers  employed,  day  schools, 26 

Number  of  teachers  employed,  night  schools, 1 

Average  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  a  teacher,  all 

grades,     48 

Average  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  a  teacher  below 

high  school,   57 

Average  daily  attendance  belonging  to  all  grades,  ....  41 
Average  daily  attendance  belonging  to  a  teacher  below 

high  school,   44 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  all  grades,  93.3 

Number  of  visits  by  directors,  257 

Number  of  visits  by  patrons  and  others, , 1,000 

Number  of  visits  by  superintendent, 1,185 

Whole  number  of  cases  of  tardiness,  1,724 

Average  number  of  cases  of  tardiness  to  room, 72 

Average   number   cases    of   tardiness    to    teacher    per 

month 0 


Absence  and  Tardiness. 

Absence  and  tardiness  have  both  decreased  very  largely  as  com- 
pared with  previous  years.  In  many  of  our  school  rooms  a  case  of 
tardiness  Avas  an  unusual  occurrence. 

Honor  Section. 

In  accordance  with  the  plan  adopted  by  the  board,  a  large  number 
of  pupils  who  made  an  excellent  record  throughout  the  year  in  the 
four  items  of  regularity,  punctuality,  deportment  and  scholarship 
were  assigned  to  the  honor  section  and  promoted  without  examina- 
tion. 

This  plan  did  much  to  improve  our  attendance. 

Grade  Meetings. 

Grade  meetings  of  teachers  were  held  weekly  during  the  year,  much 
to  the  advantage  of  teachers  and  pupils. 

Course  of  Study,  &c. 

A  very  comprehensive  course  of  study  was  adopted  and  the 
schools  thoroughly  graded.     A  high  school  was  organized  with  thn'«' 
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teachers,  three  different  courses,  and  about  seventy  pupils.     Five 
persons  were  graduated. 

Library,  Cabinet,  &c. 

About  200  works  on  history,  biography,  etc.,  were  collected  toward 
a  school  library  and  a  very  creditable  collection  of  specimens  forms  a 
cabinet  for  use  in  school  work. 

Improvements. 

The  buildings  were  put  in  excellent  condition,  the  high  school 
receiving  special  attention. 

Two  rooms  were  made  into  one  for  the  high  school  and  a  large 
amount  of  new  furniture  purchased. 

The  office  was  refurnished  and  a  large  bookcase  provided  for  the 
library,  text-books,  etc. 

Industrial  Exhibit. 

An  exhibit  of  the  year's  industrial  work  was  held  at  the  close  of 
the  term  which  was  examined  by  many  of  the  patrons  and  friends 
of  the  schools. 

New  Buildings. 

A  new  six  room  brick  building  was  commenced  in  the  Third  ward 
and  a  four  room  brick  addition  to  the  Fourth  ward  building,  which 
when  completed,  will  give  a  total  of  thirty  rooms  or  a  seating  ca- 
pacity for  1,500  pupils. 

School  Population. 

There  are  probably  2,400  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
sixteen  years,  divided  as  follows: 

In  the  public  schools,   1,650 

In  the  parochial  schools,   400 

In  the  business  college,   50 

Not  in  school,   300 


A  large  number  of  children  attended  the  public  schools  this  year 
for  the  first  time,  ranging  in  age  from  six  to  nine  years. 

The  Teachers. 

Of  the  teachers  employed,  with  few  exceptions,  nothing  but  praise 
can  be  given,  as  they  were  successful  in  their  respective  positions. 
Many  of  the  younger  teachers  have  shown  a  natural  aptitude  for 
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their  work,  and  with  more  experience  they  will  be  found  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  instructors.  They  nearly  all  hold  a  high  grade  certifi- 
cate. Without  exception,  the  teachers  were  conscientious  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties  and  strove  to  inculcate  into  the  minds 
of  their  pupils  those  principles  which  will  lead  them  to  intelligent, 
virtuous  and  honorable  manhood  and  womanhood. 

In  closing,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  my  many  obligations  to  the 
Department  for  favors  shown;  to  individual  members  of  the  Board, 
and  to  the  patrons  and  teachers  for  co-operation  and  support  in  per- 
forming my  varied  duties. 


DUNMORE— John  E.  Williams. 

Our  schools  closed  June  the  28th.  The  school  term  was  ten  full 
months.  The  results  of  this  year's  work  are  quite  satisfactory  and 
in  many  ways  more  satisfactory  than  last  year's  results. 

A  majority  of  the  teachers  have  been  progressive.  They  have  been 
subscribers  for  educational  journals,  have  read  the  latest  educational 
works,  have  visited  schools  for  observation  and  have  been  regular 
attendants  and  willing  workers  at  our  local  institutes.  In  the  pri- 
mary grades,  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  teaching  of 
songs,  memory  gems,  maxims  and  phonics,  and  we  are  satisfied  that 
the  time  spent  in  teaching  them  has  been  very  profitably  spent. 
There  is  no  reason  why  all  the  elementary  sounds  and  symbols  for 
the  same  cannot  be  learned  by  children  during  the  first  tw7o  years  of 
school  attendance,  and  neglect  to  have  the  children  do  so  is  a  neglect 
to  have  them  obtain  the  power  to  do  independent  work,  to  think  and 
to  make  use  of  what  knowledge  they  have  to  acquire  more. 

A  class  of  forty  began  the  high  school  course  of  study.  About 
thirty-five  of  them  still  continue  to  be  members  of  the  class  and  it 
is  confidently  hoped  that  thirty  of  these  will  complete  the  course 
next  year.  Probably  thirty  or  thirty-five  will  enter  the  high  school 
department  next  September. 

I  have  had  the  co-operation  of  the  directors  in  all  that  I  have  at- 
tempted to  do  for  the  good  of  the  schools.  A  school  manual  contain 
ing  rules  and  regulations  for  school  government  was  published  and 
distributed  among  the  patrons  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year. 
Blanks  for  monthly  reports  to  parents  were  also  furnished  the  teach- 
ers. Keeess  has  been  abolished  and  calisthenic  drills  have  been  sub 
stituted.      Dictionaries  wore  furnished  all  the  upper  grade  pupils  to 
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be  made  use  of  in  preparing  their  lessons.  Departmental  work  has 
been  done  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  of  two  buildings.  It  has 
not  been  as  great  a  success  as  I  expected  it  would  be,  but  I  am  sure 
it  would  have  been  had  conditions  been  favorable.  I  have  believed, 
and  continue  to  believe,  that  school  work,  especially  in  the  upper 
grades,  should  be  specialized. 

It  is  my  intention  to  make  some  important  changes  in  the  present 
plan  of  grading  for  the  coming  school  year,  about  which  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  report  favorably  in  my  next  annual  written  report. 


EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 

If  a  thoroughly  and  well  organized  educational  system,  a  complete 
and  harmoniously  adjusted  course  of  study,  a  corps  of  intelligent 
and  earnest  working  teachers,  an  unstinted  supply  of  free  text-books 
and  other  necessary  school  materials,  an  ample  provision  of  modern- 
ized and  well  furnished  school  houses,  a  progressive  and  liberal 
school  board,  and  the  generous  support  of  an  interested  and  sympa- 
thetic community  are  conditions  conducive  to  success,  then  the 
schools  of  this  locality  are  certainly  favored  by  circumstances  that 
should  beget  the  most  hopeful  anticipations. 

The  results  achieved  in  the  several  departments,  this  year,  were  at- 
tained by  no  effort  notably  at  variance  with  the  usual  routine  of 
school  work,  and  were  in  the  aggregate  quite  satisfactory. 

The  teachers'  local  institute  was  well  attended  and  successfully 
maintained  throughout  the  entire  school  year.  This  association  was 
purely  voluntary  in  character,  and  consisted  of  those  employed  as 
regular  teachers  of  the  district  and  a  normal  class  attachment  com- 
posed of  such  graduates  of  the  high  school  as  desire  to  equip  them- 
selves for  the  teaching  profession. 

Vocal  music  as  a  special  subject  of  study,  was  regularly  and  sys- 
tematically taught  in  every  school  in  the  district.  The  work  of  in- 
struction in  this  branch  of  study  was,  in  the  main,  conducted  by  the 
regular  teachers  of  the  several  schools  under  the  direction  of  a  su- 
pervisor of  music  whose  entire  time  was  given  to  the  inspection  and 
guidance  of  the  work.  The  proficiency  in  this  branch  of  study 
already  attained  by  the  schools  of  this  city  are  very  gratifying,  es- 
pecially in  view  of  the  fact  that  its  accomplishment  has  been  secured 
without  a  serious  infringement  upon  the  time  devoted  to  other 
I  (ranches  of  study. 
11 -5-95 
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Vocal  music  is  a  practical  study,  and  no  well  organized  system  of 
schools  will  be  complete  whose  curriculum  makes  no  provision  for 
its  introduction  as  one  of  the  essential  branches  of  instruction. 

The  completion,  dedication  and  occupancy  of  the  new  high  school 
building  this  year,  proved  an  event  of  unusual  interest  and  marked 
an  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  high  school.  This  building, 
with  a  frontage  of  133  feet  and  a  depth  of  74  feet,  occupies  an  emi- 
nence formerly  the  site  of  the  old  historic  Union  Academy,  built  in 
1794,  and  lately  known  as  the  Penn  building.  The  location  is  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  building  is  intended, 
being  forever  secure  against  any  possible  encroachment  of  neighbor- 
ing property  to  disturb  its  present  advantages  of  light,  pure  air,  and 
the  magnificent  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  building,  in  its  internal  arrangement,  is  complete  in  all  the 
details  that  conduce  to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  both  teachers 
and  pupils,  and  furnishes  every  needed  accommodation  for  the  suc- 
cessful and  harmonious  disposal  of  the  school  under  its  recently  re- 
vised and  enlarged  curriculum. 

This  building  is  a  model  of  its  kind  in  every  respect,  being  supplied 
with  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  most  approved  character,  with 
furniture  of  the  latest  style  and  finish,  together  with  all  needed 
modern  appliances  and  conveniences,  and  in  point  of  architectural 
design  and  beauty  is  a  structure  to  which  the  residents  of  this  city 
can  and  do  point  with  a  feeling  of  just  pride. 

The  formal  dedication  of  this  magnificent  building  to  the  cause 
of  popular  education,  was  an  occasion  of  general  rejoicing  and  mu- 
tual congratulation.  The  ceremonies  were  performed  in  the  large 
and  tastefully  decorated  assembly  room,  which  was  filled  to  its  ut- 
most capacity  with  a  representative  and  appreciative  audience. 
Several  addresses  fitting  to  the  occasion  were  happily  delivered  and 
enthusiastically  received. 

The  gentlemen  who  officiated  prominently  as  speakers  on  this  oc- 
casion were  Morris  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  board  of  con- 
trol and  also  of  the  building  committee;  Robert  E.  James,  Esq., 
president  of  the  Easton  Trust  Company;  Prof.  W.  B.  Owen,  of  La- 
fayette College,  and  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction. 
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ERIE— H.  G.  Missimer. 

The  total  enrolment  in  the  public  schools  of  Erie  for  the  year  end- 
ing June,  1895,  was  6,886. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-three,  or  seven  per  cent,  of  this  enrol- 
ment, was  in  the  high  school,  two  per  cent,  greater,  of  the  total  en- 
rolment than  are  to  be  found  in  most  city  high  schools. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  day  school  enrolment,  there  were  three 
hundred  and  twenty-four  in  attendance  at  the  night  school.  There 
were  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  teachers  employed  to  instruct  all 
these  children  in  the  day  and  night  schools,  of  whom  four  were  spe- 
cial teachers  in  mechanical  and  regular  drawing,  and  music;  fifteen 
were  special  teachers  of  German,  which  is  a  part  of  the  course  of 
study  in  our  schools,  from  the  lowest  primary  grade  to  the  high 
school. 

To  pay  all  these  teachers  required  the  sum  of  |73,784.47. 

On  the  great  question  as  to  what  and  how  much  should  be  taught 
in  the  schools  of  the  people,  Erie  has  been  influenced  more  by  actual 
conditions  than  by  the  desire  of  preserving  the  symmetry  of  educa- 
tional theory.  The  men  who  philosophize  on  schools  arrange  a 
course  of  study  on  the  idea  that  all  children  can  continue  in  school 
the  full  period  of  seven  or  eight  years  below  the  high  school.  Under 
existing  social  conditions,  however,  the  plain  fact  is  that  the  great 
majority  of  children — sixty-five  out  of  every  hundred — are  com- 
pelled to  leave  school  at  an  early  age  to  go  to  work,  and  it  is  there- 
fore beyond  question  that  such  children  should  acquire,  as  soon  as 
possible,  the  ability  to  read  intelligibly,  write  a  good  hand,  spell  cor- 
rectly all  the  words  of  ordinary  life,  and  apply  the  fundamental 
operations  of  adding,  subtracting,  multiplying  and  dividing  in  whole 
numbers,  common  fractions,  and  dollars  and  cents,  to  the  demand 
for  such  knowledge  in  the  home,  the  market,  the  field,  the  street,  or 
the  shop. 

It  is  unfortunately  true,  however,  that  the  greater  number  of  chil- 
dren in  school  learn  these  necessary  things  very  imperfectly  before 
they  leave  school.  For  this  reason  every  hour,  every  minute  of 
school  time  devoted  to  anything  else  robs  them  of  instruction  which 
they  sorely  need  to  equip  them  for  the  work  of  earning  honest 
livings. 

Erie,  therefore,  has  no  room  for  the  introduction  of  anything 
which  may  divert  or  amuse  the  pupil.  The  danger  in  our  schools  is 
not  in  teaching  too  little  but  in  teaching  too  much.  "The  channels 
of  popular  education,"  said  an  eminent  Pennsylvanian,  last  year. 
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"needs  deepening,  rather  than  widening."  'The  shallows  murmur, 
while  the  deeps  run  dumb,'  and  we  "may  be  justly  suspicious,"  said 
he,  "of  the  vast  accomplishments  of  the  lad  of  fifteen  who  has  mas- 
tered the  whole  realm  of  human  knowledge  and  scored  100  in  every 
study." 

The  basis  of  culture  for  all  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
fifteen  should  be  a  complete  and  far  reaching  knowledge  of  the  rudi- 
mentary branches,  and  the  lack  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  these 
utterly  disqualifies  any  one,  whether  a  graduate  of  high  school  or 
college,  from  attaining  success  in  any  calling  or  beginning  the  study 
of  a  learned  profession. 

It  is  not  the  business  of  the  common  school  to  give  more  education, 
but  better  education;  it  is  not  its  business  to  send  out  boys  and 
girls  who  know  more  things,  but  those  who  know  a  few  things 
better.  To  fritter  away  the  energy  of  the  school  upon  side  issues, 
and  the  study  of  so  many  things  which  the  education  of  the  world 
and  common  observation  should  give  the  pupil  anyhow,  is  a  criminal 
abuse  of  the  purpose  for  which  the  common  school  system  was  es- 
tablished 


FKANKLLN— N.   L\  Kinsley. 

During  the  school  year  of  1894-1895  material  improvements  were 
made  in  our  Union  school  building,  in  which  are  our  grammar 
schools  and  our  bigh  schools.  These  improvements  consist  of  Smead 
system,  dry  closets  in  the  basement,  hard  wood  floors  and  new  fur- 
niture complete  in  two  high  school  rooms,  and  new  slate  blackboards 
in  two  rooms. 

Supplementary  readers  costing  two  hundred  dollars,  and  relief 
maps  costing  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  were  added  to  the 
equipment  of  the  primary  and  grammar  schools.  To  the  high  school 
apparatus  was  added  a  complete  outfit  for  the  illustration  of  elec- 
tricity and  its  applications,  at  a  cost  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. This  electrical  apparatus  was  imported  from  C.  &.  E.  Fein, 
Stuttgart.  It  comprises  a  dynamo,  from  which  can  be  taken,  at  will, 
either  a  continuous  or  an  alternating  current,  and  the  following 
pieces: 

Rbeostat.  voltameter,  electro-plater,  storage  battery,  wire  fusion 
apparatus,    rive    incandescent    lamps    (parallel),    five    incandescent 
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lamps  (in  series),  arc  lamp,  electro-magnet,  two  motors,  transform- 
ator,  induction  coil,  discharger,  six  Geissler  tubes,  stand  for  tubes 
with  commutator.  These  pieces  are  all  attached  to  a  table  and  con- 
ducting wires  are  so  arranged  that  each  piece  may  be  brought  into 
the  circuit  of  the  dynamo  by  means  of  a  switch  board. 

The  annual  statistical  report  shows  a  decrease  of  about  150  in  the 
number  of  pupils  enrolled.  This  decrease  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  a  Catholic  parochial  school  was  opened  this  year.  No  change, 
however,  was  made  in  the  organization  of  the  public  schools  by  rea- 
son of  this  decrease  in  numbers.  The  "Pollard"  method  for  primary 
reading  was  adopted  by  the  board,  and  was  used  by  all  our  primary 
teachers  this  year. 

From  the  high  school,  a  class  of  sixteen  was  graduated — the  first 
class  since  the  adoption  of  a  four  years'  course  of  study.  In  place  of 
the  usual  commencement  program,  in  which  each  member  of  the 
class  has  a  part,  a  commencement  address  was  substituted,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  unanimous  request  of  the  class.  President  Craw- 
ford, of  Allegheny  College,  delivered  the  address. 

The  school  term  of  nine  school  months  closed  on  Memorial  Day. 
Special  exercises  having  in  view  the  enforcing  of  the  lessons  which 
Memorial  Day  teaches,  were  arranged  for  each  school  building. 
Committees  of  veteran  soldiers  appointed  by  the  Grand  Army  Post 
visited  the  schools,  and  added  by  their  presence,  in  uniform,  and  by 
brief  addresses  to  the  general  interest  of  the  day.  Memorial  Day  will 
henceforth  mean  much  more  than  heretofore  to  the  young  people  of 
our  schools. 


HARRISBURG— L.  O.  Foose. 

But  few  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  administration  of  the 
work  of  the  schools  during  the  year. 

The  building  operations  under  way  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
have  all  been  completed.  They  consist  of  a  new  eight  room  building 
in  the  Seventh  ward  to  take  the  place  of  a  building  considered  no 
longer  fit  for  use,  an  addition  of  six  rooms  to  the  Maclay  building 
in  the  Sixth  ward,  and  an  addition  of  four  rooms  to  the  Webster 
building  in  the  Second  ward.  The  first  named  has  a, seating  capacity 
of  over  four  hundred,  is  furnished  throughout  with  single  desks  and 
seats,' is  heated  and   ventilated  by  warm  air  kept  in   circulation  by 
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means  of  a  fan  in  the  heat  chamber,  has  automatic  flush  closets,  con- 
tains water  in  each  room,  and  has  large  cloak  rooms  in  connection 
with  each  room,  as  well  as  other  conveniences.  The  two  additions 
to  the  other  buildings  have  a  seating  capacity  of  over  five  hundred, 
are  heated  and  ventilated  by  warm  air,  and  direct  steam  heat  radia- 
tion, the  air  being  made  to  circulate  by  means  of  vent  stacks  and  a 
gravity  system;  and  they  have  substantially  the  same  conveniences 
in  all  respects  as  the  first  named  building. 

For  several  years  past  there  has  been  a  gradual  reduction  in  the 
number  of  pupils  allotted  to  a  primary  school.  The  result  has  been 
more  schools  of  this  grade,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  gen- 
eral aggregate  of  expense  caused  thereby,  but  the  advantages  gained 
have  been  more  than  commensurate  with  the  necessary  expense  in- 
curred. The  work  done  has  been  more  efficient,  the  teachers  have 
been  better  able  to  give  individual  attention  to  pupils,  the  pupils 
have  not  tarried  so  long  in  this  grade,  but  have  passed  up  more  rap- 
idly into  the  grades  above  where  they  have  been  better  able  to  help 
themselves,  and  as  a  result,  having  received  a  good  start  early  in 
their  course,  they  have  remained  longer,  as  a  general  thing,  in  school. 
There  is  still  room  for  reduction  in  more  of  the  schools  of  this  grade 
in  some  of  the  buildings. 

The  general  attendance  during  the  past  year  was  the  best  attained 
for  a  long  time.  The  majority  of  the  pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools 
attend  very  regularly,  but  because  of  the  frequent  and  often  pro- 
longed absence  of  a  limited  number  the  per  cent,  of  attendance  on 
the  average  number  belonging  has  been  kept  down  to  88.3.  Some 
of  those  who  are  indifferent  about  their  attendance  will  be  reached 
by  the  recent  law  on  compulsory  education  when  it  goes  into  effect, 
but  many  of  those  who  stay  out  are  under  eight  years  of  age  and  will 
not  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of  this  law.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  law,  though  very  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  situation,  will 
be  so  efficient  as  far  as  it  goes  as  to  enable  the  members  of  the  next 
Legislature  to  see  the  importance  of  extending  its  provisions  so  as 
to  reach  a  greater  number  of  children  who  do  not  attend  school. 

The  general  work  of  the  schools  during  the  year  has  progressed 
about  as  heretofore.  A  few  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  teach- 
ing force.  The  teachers  added  to  the  list  having  either  enjoyed 
previous  successful  experience  or  special  training  for  their  respective 
duties.  By  "a  rule  of  the  board,  only  such  are  now  employed.  None 
others  are  eligible  as  applicants.  It  is  certainly  complimentary  to 
a  board  in  a  city  like  this  to  be  able  to  take  a  stand  of  this  kind 
and  maintain  it  as  this  board  has  done.  As  is  the  teacher  so  is  the 
school,  and  the  higher  the  standard  of  qualifications  is,  the  stronger 
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the  teaching  force  of  the  future  will  be,  and  just  so  far  will  the 
schools  be  lifted  up  to  a  higher  plane. 

The  year  closed  with  everything  in  good  condition  for  another 
year  of  successful  work. 


HAZLETON— David  A.  Harman. 

Hazleton  probably  felt  the  depression  in  business  circles  less  than 
many  other  cities  of  the  State,  and  as  a  consequence,  our  school  pop- 
ulation has  increased  so  in  number  that  the  board  of  school  con- 
trollers decided  to  erect  another  new  school  building  and  have  let 
the  contract  for  a  handsome  one  containing  twelve  school  rooms, 
spacious  halls  and  cloak  closets,  a  principal's  room,  and  all  modern 
improvements  and  conveniences.  The  school  grounds  will  embrace 
an  entire  square,  and  the  cost  of  the  building,  furnishing,  grounds, 
etc.,  will  be  between  $55,000  and  $60,000. 

The  new  high  school  building,  finished  in  December,  '93,  has  been 
of  great  advantage  to  our  work  in  that  grade;  the  enrolment  is  large, 
the  per  cent,  of  attendance  high,  and  the  teachers  have  had  increased 
and  necessary  conveniences  to  do  their  work  efficiently.  An  addi- 
tional teacher  will  be  employed  for  next  term. 

The  course  of  study  has  received  no  material  changes  since  its 
adoption  two  years  ago.  We  do  not  forget  that  the  chief  aim  of  edu- 
cation should  be  to  develop  men  and  women  of  strong  mental 
powers  and  of  the  highest  moral  attainments,  but  at  the  same  time 
we  recognize  the  utilitarian  side  of  the  question  and  adapt  our 
courses  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  future  as  nearly  as  we  can.  Hence 
in  the  lower  grades  we  teach  the  children  those  things  that  they 
must  know  and  be  able  to  do  should  they  be  compelled  to  leave  the 
schools  early  in  life,  as  well  as  those  things  that  they  need  in  order 
to  pursue  their  education  further.  Our  purpose  is  to  so  instruct 
them  that  whether  they  go  out  from  us  earlier  or  later,  they  will  have 
the  best  possible  preparation  for  the  responsibilities  of  life  that 
await  them  and  at  the  same  time  will  have  acquired  such  a  love  for 
learning  that  they  will  seek  knowledge  for  its  own  sake. 

When  they  reach  the  hicrh  school  a  choice  is  sriven  them  to  prepare 
more  specifically  for  their  future  vocations  in  life,  bv  providing  three 
courses — preparatory  to  normal  school,  college,  business.  This  plan 
lias  secured  the  Interest  and  attendance  of  manv  who  would  have 
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dropped  out  in  the  grammar  grades;  each  of  the  courses  requires 
three  full  years  for  its  completion;  thus  far  the  normals  have  been 
in  the  majority. 

Several  years  ago  we  abandoned  close  grading,  believing  that  by  it 
many  of  the  brightest  were  held  back  and  fell  into  habits  of  idleness, 
while  the  dull  ones  were  hurried  and  pushed  along  at  a  rate  that  in- 
jured them  and  the  classes  in  which  they  were  placed.  We  divided 
each  grade  into  two  or  more  classes  and  permitted  the  teachers  to 
determine  into  which  section  promoted  pupils  should  pass.  By  this 
arrangement,  those  who  are  most  regular  in  attendance  and  those 
who  are  naturally  strong  intellectually  pass  a  grade  each  year,  while 
others  may  require  two  years  for  one  grade,  or  three  years  for  two 
grades.  This  flexibility  in  the  grading  makes  it  possible  for  a  pupil 
to  graduate  in  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  without  skipping 
any  grades,  although  the  average  of  our  graduates  is  between  seven- 
teen and  eighteen  years. 

As  in  former  years,  the  city  institute  has  been  a  most  efficient 
means  of  promoting  the  study  of  principles  and  methods  among  our 
teachers.  We  have  tried  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  latest  movements 
in  the  educational  world  and  to  adapt  to  our  circumstances  what 
seemed  to  be  feasible.  Kindergarten  methods  have  been  modified 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  primary  grades  with  the  effeel  that  our  chil- 
dren love  their  teachers  and  schools  and  come  up  into  the  inter- 
mediate grades  with  a  likincr  for  school  room  duties  that  makes  the 
work  plonsnnt  for  them  and  for  their  teachers.  The  true  kinder- 
garten spirit  fosters  a  love  for  plants,  flowers,  birds,  shells,  etc..  and 
encourages  them  to  investigate  the  secrets  of  nature  for  themselves. 
Hence  it  is  that  school  becomes  a  delight  to  the  pupil  and  strength- 
ens his  mental  and  moral  powers  by  giving  him  tasks  that  he  can 
pursue  with  pleasure  and  with  an  assurance  of  final  success.  We 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  teachings  or  spirit  of  the  kindergarten; 
on  the  contrary,  the  better  it  is  understood,  the  more  successful  will 
the  teaching  be  in  all  the  grades  from  the  lowest  primary  to  the 
graduating  class  of  the  high  school. 

During  the  year,  our  teachers  took  a  course  in  physical  culture 
under  the  instruction  of  a  representative  of  the  Preece  system,  which 
was  adopted  by  our  board  for  the  city  schools.  We  find  the  exer- 
cises very  interesting  to  the  pupils  and  easily  taught.  I  know  of 
nothing  better  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  school  room  in  the  im- 
portant matter  of  body-training,  than  this  system. 

The  teachers  for  the  coming  term  have  been  elected.  The  maxi- 
mum salary  for  the  regular  teacher  is  fifty  dollars  per  month  irre- 
spective of  the  grade  which  she  teaches.  Twelve  now  receive  that 
SfOnrv  and  twenty-two  others,  including  principals  and  high  school 
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teachers,  will  get  increases  ranging  from  two  and  a  half  to  ten  dol- 
lars per  month. 

There  will  be  no  changes  in  the  board  of  controllers  for  1895--6,  and 
we  may,  therefore,  confidently  expect  the  same  devotion  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  schools  that  characterized  their  actions  last  year. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— John  J.  Mulhall. 

Leaving  out  of  the  present  account  the  quite  common  references 
to  the  success  of  the  year,  wonderful  progress,  unparalleled  pros- 
perity, etc.,  of  our  schools,  all  of  which  appear  to  be  matters  of 
course  in  the  average  school  report,  I  have  to  say  that  so  far  as  my 
own  individual  efforts  have  been  concerned,  they  have  been  directed 
mainly  to  the  accomplishment  of  one  object,  and  that  is  to  secure 
for  our  pupils  more  thoroughness  and  proficiency  in  the  subjects 
studied. 

This  has  been  the  great  objective  point  in  view  in  the  course  of  my 
administration  so  far,  and  I  feel  certain  that  in  no  other  direction 
could  a  superintendent's  efforts  be  more  wisely  spent  or  more  profit- 
ably employed  than  in  this;  for  if  there  is  one  thing  weaker  than 
another  in  the  training  received  in  many  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
country,  that  thing,  to  my  mind,  is  found  in  the  woeful  lack  of  thor- 
oughness and  proficiency  which  we  so  often  see  in  so  much  of  the 
schooling  of  the  day. 

It  certainly  is  not  very  praiseworthy,  nor  altogether  commenda- 
tory of  their  earlier  training,  to  see  large  pupils  when  working  in  the 
fundamental  operations  of  arithmetic,  counting  every  combination 
on  their  fingers,  or  resorting  to  marks  on  the  slates  or  blackboards 
in  order  to  tell  how  much  seven  and  eight  are,  or  any  other  com- 
bination of  a  similar  nature.  Nor  is  it,  I  am  sure,  a  sign  of  good  or 
thorough  teaching  to  find  pupils  reading  in  the  Fourth  reader  who 
are  unable  to  spell  correctly  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  words  out  of 
a  list  of  fifty  selected  from  the  first  reader.  And  yet,  I  dare  say, 
if  investigated,  one-half  the  schools  of  the  country  will  present  much 
of  the  same  kind  of  a  showing.  Passing  over  pages  and  subjects  in 
a  hurried  manner  without  stopping  to  pay  attention  to  drill  or  aim 
ing  at  any  efficiency  whatever  is  the  bane  of  a  great  deal  of  modern 
instruction. 

This,  ns  with  most  of  our  neighbors,  as  I  well  know  by  the  ex- 
perience of  fourteen  years  in  the  schoolroom,  and  by  contact  with 
12 
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p  jpils  from  different  sections  and  places,  I  found  to  be  one  of  the 
weak  points  in  this  township.  Indifferent,  incomplete  training  flour- 
ished to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  in  the  district,  particularly  in  the 
primary  and  intermediate  grades.  Poor  spelling,  slowness  and  un- 
certainty in  numbers,  doubtful  methods  of  teaching  primary  reading, 
these  were  among  the  first  and  chief  defects  to  attract  attention  and 
to  enlist  my  endeavors  to  correct.  In  season  and  out  w-as  the  im- 
portance and  necessity  of  greater  thoroughness  dwelt  upon.  At  our 
district  institutes  it  constituted  a  topic  for  the  consideration  and  en- 
lightenment of  our  teachers.  The  need,  the  value  of  thorough  train 
ing,  of  persistent  drilling,  of  continuous  reviewing,  all  were  warmly 
urged  and  ardently  advocated.  Teachers,  many  of  them  capable  and 
honest,  who  before  had  not  given  those  matters  that  consideration 
which  they  deserved,  and  who  had  often,  no  doubt,  unconsciously 
passed  classes  from  one  subject  to  another  without  stopping  to  think 
how  much  perfection  these  same  classes  had  attained  in  the  subjects 
which  they  were  about  to  leave,  have  roused  up  to  the  occasion  and 
have  made  rapid  strides  towards  the  securing  of  that  thoroughness 
which  we  all  so  devoutly  wish  for. 

The  improvement  along  these  lines  has  been  quite  marked.  Classes 
which  before  averaged  thirty  or  forty  per  cent,  only  in  orthography, 
now  easily  make  ninety  and  ninety-five  per  cent,  in  the  same  grade 
of  words.  In  number  work  a  corresponding  advance  has  been  made, 
and  it  is  the  intention  to  keep  at  it  till  every  branch  and  subject 
taught  in  our  schools  shall,  so  far  as  the  material  and  conditions  at 
our  command  will  permit,  be  embraced  in  this  design.  And  while 
it  may  be  difficult,  and  indeed  impossible,  to  attain  that  excellence 
to  which  we  aspire,  because  of  the  indifference,  incompetency,  lazi- 
ness, or  whatever  else  you  may  choose  to  call  it,  of  some  teacher, 
still  with  this  notion  of  thoroughness  constituting  the  basis  of  our 
schoolroom  work,  earnest,  conscientious  teachers  will  aim  towards 
this  ideal,  and  the  results  will  be  greatly  more  beneficial  and  satis- 
factory to  all. 

With  this  end  in  view,  careless,  imperfect  instruction  will  become 
unpopular;  haphazard,  indifferent  teaching  will  give  way  to  careful, 
patient  training;  superficiality  and  smattering  will  be  relegated  to 
the  rear,  and  the  standing  of  a  pupil's  success  and  advancement  will 
not  be  measured  so  much  by  the  number  of  pages  and  subjects  he 
has  gone  over  as  by  the  proficiency  and  thoroughness  he  has  attained 
therein. 
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HOMESTEAD— J.  C.  Kendall. 

We  note  progress  in  all  departments  of  our  schools  during  the 
school  year. 

Since  the  introduction  of  a  system  of  reading  based  on  the  use  of 
phonics,  much  time  is  saved  in  teaching  this  useful  branch  of  study. 
Elementary  United  States  history  is  introduced  in  the  third  year's 
school  work  and  completed  in  the  seventh  year,  followed  by  the 
study  of  English  history. 

The  early  introduction  of  the  history  of  our  country  begets  a  love 
for  all  lines  of  historical  science. 

Elementary  science  is  now  taught  in  all  grades  in  connection  with 
geography  and  language,  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

Specimens  are  used  in  all  cases  where  they  can  be  found  and  care- 
fully illustrated  fnr  the  discussion  of  the  various  parts.  The  many 
specimens  collected  by  pupils  are  placed  in  cabinets  provided  for 
that  purpose. 

Vocal  music  is  one  of  the  regular  branches  of  study  and  is  in 
charge  of  a  competent  supervisor  of  music.  It  has  the  strong  sup- 
port of  the  patjons  and  is  not  styled  one  of  the  ornamental  branches 
of  education. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  teaching  is  the  using  of  a  single  text- 
book through  too  many  years  of  the  pupil's  life  in  school.  This  we 
now  avoid  by  using  the  same  text-book  but  a  few  years;  in  some 
cases  but  one  year. 

Our  teachers  have  shown  themselves  alive  in  their  work  by  at- 
tending teachers'  institutes,  reading  the  leading  educational  publi- 
cations, visiting  neighboring  city  schools,  and  making  comparison  of 
their  work  with  fellow  teachers.  With  but  few  exceptions,  the 
school  board  has  employed  experienced  and  professionally  trained 
teachers.  Inexperienced  teachers  must  have  taken  a  course  of  train- 
ing in  a  state  normal  or  other  teachers'  training  school  if  they  expect 
to  be  employed  by  this  board.  The  best  teaching  can  only  be  secured 
from  those  who  have  the  scholarship,  experience  and  training  as 
teachers. 

Salaries  have  been  raised  because  live  and  progressive  school 
boards  in  adjoining  towns  found  it  an  easy  matter  to  employ  our  best 
teachers  at  a  higher  salary  than  paid  by  this  board. 

With  a  compulsory  school  law,  free  text-books  and  other  fine 
school  facilities,  the  child  of  our  grand  old  Commonwealth  must  and 
will  secure  an  education.  > 
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HUNTINGDON— W.   M.   Benson. 

During  the  past  school  year  we  found  that  one  of  our  buildings 
needed  another  heater,  and  while  this  was  being  placed  the  schools 
were  closed  at  the  expense  of  the  district.  All  other  necessary  im- 
provements were  made,  thus  our  school  rooms,  while  not  gaudy,  were 
neat  and  comfortable. 

All  the  teachers,  either  alone  or  with  the  teacher  of  drawing, 
decorated  their  boards  with  artistic  work. 

A  special  effort  has  been  made  in  pen  practice,  and  in  most  cases 
the  results  were  satisfactory.  To  be  able  to  write  a  plain,  practical 
hand  is  very  important. 

By  the  use  of  the  supplementary  readers  and  the  School  Gazette 
we  were  able  to  arouse  and  hold  an  interest  in  reading  that  we  could 
not  otherwise  have  done.  We  mention  this  with  special  pride,  re- 
membering the  importance  of  the  branch. 

Hundreds  of  our  patrons  have  visited  the  schools  during  the  year, 
and  on  several  occasions  when  special  literary  programs  were  pre- 
pared, the  rooms  were  crowded  with  visitors  interested  in  the  chil- 
dren's welfare. 

Our  teachers  showed  they  were  interested  in  their  profession  by 
taking  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  improve  professionally. 
They  attended  all  institutes  accessible,  formed  a  class  in  literature, 
read  pedagogical  works,  and  studied  in  class  the  elements  of  draw- 
ing.    Their  teaching,  in  the  main,  was  commendable. 

The  enrolment  was  larger  and  the  attendance  better  than  that  of 
the  previous  year. 

Our  directors  now  realize  the  need  of  more  room  and  they  are  pre- 
paring to  build  a  separate  high  school  building. 

The  P.  O.  S.  of  A.  presented  an  elegant  silk  flag  to  the  board  to  be 
used  on  the  Fourth  ward  building.  A  program  was  prepared  for  the 
occasion  in  which  all  the  pupils  of  all  the  schools  took  part.  It  was 
an  occasion  long  to  be  remembered  by  the  boys  and  girls.  Their 
patriotism  was  thoroughly  aroused. 

Eleven  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school. 
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JOHNSTOWN— T.   B.  Johnston. 

The  two  new  school  buildings  in  course  of  erection  last  year  were 
equipped  and  opened  during  the  past  term.  Three  other  buildings 
were  fitted  with  modern  methods  of  heating  and  ventilating.  The 
opening  of  these  two  buildings  increased  our  force  of  teachers  to 
seventy-six,  which  number  entitles  us  to  a  separate  annual  teachers' 
institute.  The  board  of  school  controllers  has  accepted  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  governing  the  matter  and  this  year  for  the  first  time 
we  will  have  our  own  separate  institute.  In  the  past  year  the  Prang 
system  of  form  study  iu  drawing  was  adopted  for  our  primary 
grades,  and  the  results  obtained  were  in  the  main  very  satisfactory. 

During  the  past  year  more  than  the  usual  attention  was  given  to 
the  study  of  natural  objects — already  provided  for  in  our  course  of 
study — as  a  help  to  language  and  composition.  To  further  the  work 
in  observation  lessons  and  to  provide  for  uniformity  in  instruction, 
the  superintendent  prepared  for  the  use  of  the  teachers  special  sub- 
ject matter.  The  teachers  succeeded  in  awakening  an  interest  in  this 
subject  with  the  result  that  in  addition  to  useful,  attractive,  and  sub- 
stantial knowledge  the  pupils  gained  much  in  power  of  observation 
and  expression. 

The  usual  grade  and  general  meetings  of  the  teachers  were  held 
during  the  term;  and  our  teachers  deserve  credit  for  the  interest 
they  take  in  the  matters  presented,  and  for  almost  perfect  attend- 
ance. 


LANCASTER— R.  K.  Buehrle. 

If  "that  people  is  happy  whose  annals  are  brief,"  then  that  system 
of  public  instruction  which,  like  a  well  constructed  machine,  runs 
with  little  or  no  friction,  and  of  which  there  is  consequently  little 
that  is  new  or  startling  to  report,  must  be  excellent  indeed.  The 
steady  increase  in  attendance  and  the  absence  of  complaints  prove 
that  our  people  are  satisfied  with  their  schools  and  that  the  infer- 
ence in  the  previous  sentence  is  justified  and  applicable  to  them. 

Progress. — The  completion  and  entire  occupation  of  the  new  Frank- 
lin street  building  and  the  introduction  into  our  primary  schools  of 
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the  Pollard  synthetic  method  of  learning  to  read  were  two  notable 
events.  Yet  so  rapid  has  been  the  increase  of  our  population,  and 
so  conscientious  and  public-spirited  is  our  board  of  directors,  that 
two  new  eight-room  buildings  are  now  in  course  of  construction  and 
will  be  occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  next  term,  thus  enabling  us 
to  relieve  the  pressure  in  almost  all  our  lower  grade  schools,  and  to 
give  some  relief  to  the  girl's  high  school,  of  which  it  stands  sorely  in 
need.  One  of  these  new  buildings  is  on  the  ground  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  African  school,  and  when  this;  was  razed,  the  last  vestige 
of  "the  color  line"  disappeared  from  the  common  school  system  in  the 
home  of  the  great  commoner,  Thaddeus  Stevens,  and  the  great  State 
superintendents,  Burrowes  and  Wickersham. 

German  and  English  Schools. — It  is  now  twenty-seven  years  since 
our  board  of  directors  established  a  school  in  which  instruction  was 
to  be  given  in  the  German  language  dining  part  of  the  day.  Pupils 
of  the  primary,  as  well  as,  grammar  grade,  were  admitted  on  appli- 
cation. The  course  of  study  in  the  German  language  was  limited  to 
reading,  writing  and  translation  from  German  to  English  and  vice 
versa.  In  the  year  1881,  the  school  was  strictly  graded  to  har- 
monize with  the  system  generally,  and  there  are  now  five  primary 
and  two  grammar  grade  schools  in  which  pupils  receive  instruction 
in  the  German  as  well  as  in  the  English  language.  In  the  grammar 
grade  this  is  given  by  a  native  German  of  exceptional  ability,  who 
is  also  principal  of  the  building,  but  in  the  primary  grade  the  regular 
teachers  are  qualified  to  teach  German  as  well  as  English,  and  do  so 
at  a  small  advance  in  salary.  As  may  be  inferred  from  their  increase 
these  schools  are  popular.  They  render  the  establishing  of  parochial 
schools  in  connection  with  our  German  churches  unnecessary  and  go 
far  toward  Americanizing  our  foreign  population  and  thus  making 
us  a  homogeneous  people.  Such  of  their  pupils  as  enter  the  high 
school  generally  reach  it  younger  than  those  from  schools  exclusively 
English,  thus  showing  that  the  extra  time  required  to  receive  instruc- 
tion in  two  languages  is  compensated  for  in  some  other  way,  for  the 
pupils  of  these  schools  must  pass  the  same  examinations  and  attain 
the  same  standard.  Several  of  them  have  graduated  from  the  high 
school  and  arc  now  serving  as  teachers  in  these  bilingual  schools. 

The  new  compulsory  education  act  would  seem  to  call  for  instruc- 
tion in  night  schools  adapted  to  advance  pupils  whether  under  or 
over  thirteen  years  of  age.  In  this  way  the  law  could  most  easily 
and  economically,  as  well  as  most  practically  be  complied  with  on 
the  part  of  both  parents  and  school  authorities. 

Other  progressive  steps  still,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  soon  to  be  taken, 
are  provision  for  the  practical  training  of  persons  elected  to  teach. 
previous  to  their  assuming  charge  of  schools,  an  annual  city  institute 
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in  addition  to  the  monthly  and  semi-monthly  grade  meetings  now 
held,  a  manual  training  and  a  cooking  school.  No  doubt  the  two 
last  mentioned  will  be  established  when  the  new  high  school  will 
have  been  built  In  the  meantime  we  must  not  only  wait  but  labor 
to  prepare  the  people  to  take  this  advance  position.  Our  aim  has 
been,  first  to  provide  for  all  those  pupils  in  every  part  of  the  city 
who  are  entitled  by  law  to  receive  instruction  before  we  attempt 
to  care  for  the  kindergarten  at  one,  and  for  the  college  or  the  shop 
at  the  other  extreme.  But,  these  wants  having  been  met,  the  people 
will  no  doubt  expect  the  board  to  take  advanced  positions  in  these 
directions  also. 

In  Memoriam. 

This  report  should  not  be  closed  without  "honorable  mention"  of 
the  services  of  Wm.  McComsey,  "the  father  of  the  board,"  as  he  was 
fondly  called  in  recent  years.  For  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
years  he  faithfully  served  the  cause  of  education  as  a  director,  and 
it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  more  painstaking  and  better  informed 
school  man  than  he  was.  He  fell  in  the  ranks,  with  the  harness  on, 
stricken  with  paralysis,  a  few  hours  after  having  presided  over  a 
very  interesting  meeting  of  school  directors. 


LEBANON— Cyrus  Boger. 

The  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has  no  special  characteristics. 
Personal  visitations,  results  of  examinations  and  monthly  meetings 
of  teachers,  both  grade  and  general,  prove  that  the  majority  of  our 
teachers  are  faithful  and  competent. 

The  graduating  exercises  of  the  high  school  filled  the  Sons  of 
America  hall  to  overflowing  with  a  delighted  audience.  A  class  of 
twenty-six — eight  boys  and  eighteen  girls — recived  their  well-earned 
diplomas.  The  recitations,  essays  and  orations,  both  in  matter  and 
delivery,  proved  the  efficiency  of  the  high  school  work. 

Of  the  conditions  on  which  good  schools  depend,  some  may  be 
classed  as  essential;  others  are  non-essential.  In  a  log  house,  sup- 
plied with  home-made  furniture,  a  good  school  may  be  found.  Even 
free  books  and  supplies,  valuable  as  they  are,  can  not  be  regarded  as 
absolutely  essential.  But  where  the  teacher  lacks  the  necessary 
qualifications  no  school   worthy  of  the  name  will   ever  be  found. 
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Among  all  the  varied  duties  of  school  controllers,  none  can  equal  in 
importance  that  of  selecting  teachers.  Fine  buildings,  elegant  furni- 
ture, free  books  and  supplies  dwindle  into  insignificance  when  com- 
pared in  importance  with  the  value  of  a  teacher  who  can  educate  the 
young  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  complete  living. 

Kealizing  the  value  of  supplementary  reading,  the  board  have 
added  to  the  three  complete  series  of  readers  such  books  as  "Seven 
Little  Sisters,"  "Glimpses  of  the  World,"  "Fables  and  Folk  Stories," 
"Stories  of  American  History,"  etc.  Increased  interest,  as  well  as 
better  reading,  show  the  wisdom  of  this  step. 

Provision  has  been  made,  that  by  the  opening  of  next  term  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  will  float  from  every  public  school  building  in  the 
city.  And  henceforth  every  national  holiday  shall  see  the  country's 
flag  unfurled  and  giving  object  lessons  of  patriotism  to  the  future 
citizen. 

Another  step,  showing  a  progressive  spirit,  was  taken  when  the 
board  resolved  that  the  teachers  of  girls  shall  receive  the  same  pay 
as  those  of  boys. 

For  cordial  co-operation  in  all  that  relates  to  the  welfare  of  the 
schools,  I  hereby  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  board  of 
coDtrol. 


LOCK  HAVEN— John  A.  Robb. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  in  reviewing  the  work  done  by  teachers, 
directors  and  pupils,  we  are  encouraged.  We  are  at  the  same  time 
reminded  that  there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 

In  one  year's  work  we  may  not  be  able  to  note  a  great  change,  but 
in  comparing  the  present  with  the  work  done  several  years  ago,  we 
see  a  great  improvement,  both  in  methods  of  instruction  and  in 
progress  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  in  the  comfortable  and 
pleasant  surroundings  of  the  school  rooms. 

Lock  Haven  is  now  well  supplied  with  school  buildings.  They  are 
all  first  class  buildings  in  every  respect.  All  are  heated  and  ven- 
tilated with  the  "Smead  and  Wills  heating  and  ventilating  furnaces." 
The  teachers'  meetings  have  been  regularly  held  and  well  attended. 
Usually  but  one  branch  was  discussed  at  each  meeting;  this  plan 
gave  a  better  opportunity  to  present  different  methods,  and  to  have 
their  merits  and  demerits  properly  considered.     Our  teachers  are 
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keeping  up  their  professional  zeal.  I  am  glad  to  say  there  are  but 
few  who  are  not  so  anxious  to  keep  apace  with  the  times 
as  they  should  be.  A  marked  improvement,  as  far  as  teach- 
ing of  the  branches  is  concerned,  was  in  the  work  in  pen- 
manship and  reading.  Careful,  thoughtful,  systematic  work  was 
requested,  and  ably  have  the  teachers  responded.  Our  efforts 
in  the  superintendency  have  been  to  strengthen  and  encourage 
by  carefully  leading  and  inspecting  the  work  of  the  teachers.  In 
our  teachers'  meetings  and  in  our  visits  to  the  schools  we  were  par- 
ticular to  make  such  suggestions  only  as  were  based  on  the  most  ap- 
proved methods  and  principles  of  education,  and  at  all  times  we  were 
particular  to  encourage  the  exercise  and  development  of  the  origin- 
ality of  the  teacher. 

Though  we  are  able  to  report  a  year  of  substantial  progress,  we 
are  quite  conscious  that  there  remains  much  to  be  accomplished. 

In  conclusion,  we  express  the  hope  that  the  harmony  which  ex- 
isted among  directors,  teachers  and  superintendent  during  the  year 
just  ended  may  continue  in  the  future  and  that  the  schools  may 
continue  to  prosper  and  attain  yet  to  a  higher  plane  of  proficiency 
during  the  coming  term. 


LOWER  MERION  TOWNSHIP,  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— 

J.  I.  Robb. 

The  usual  school  work  has  been  done  in  Lower  Merion  district  dur 
ing  the  year.  We  hope  to  do  better  work  next  year  than  ever  before, 
as  we  have  the  same  teachers,  with  one  exception,  as  last  year,  and  a 
fine,  new  building  at  Ardmore.  The  building  will  contain  eight 
school  rooms,  an  assembly  room,  with  class  rooms  for  the  district  high 
school,  a  gymnasium,  teachers'  room  and  office.  It  has  been  con 
structed  with  special  reference  to  heat,  light  and  ventilation. 

The  central  high  school  was  a  decided  success  in  the  work  accom- 
plished. The  great  drawback  is  the  expense  and  inconvenience  to 
those  living  at  a  distance  from  the  school.  If  the  law  authorized  the 
board  to  pay  the  traveling  expenses  of  pupils  at  a  distance  it  would 
be  much  cheaper  than  doing  high  school  work  in  several  schools. 
As  we  have  added  a  year  to  our  course  of  study,  we  did  not  have  any 
graduates  this  year.  During  the  year  we  used  a  new  course  of  study 
in  which  nature  study  and  literature  are  made  prominent.  We  have 
1 2-5-95 
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used  geographical  readers  with  decided  success  in  one  school  and 
hope  during  the  next  year  to  introduce  that  line  of  work  in  all 
schools. 

It  is  our  constant  aim  to  so  conduct  our  schools  that  we  teach  the 
first  essentials  of  morality,  self-control,  obedience  and  truthfulness, 
and  the  virtues  of  punctuality  and  order.  All  these  must  be  taught 
in  a  properly  conducted  school.  The  future  of  our  country  depends 
much  upon  the  correct  judgment  and  self-control  of  the  boys  and 
girls  now  in  school. 

Our  board  has  been  generous  in  supplying  our  schools  with  neces- 
sary materials,  and  our  teachers  have  been  most  faithful  in  their 
work  during  the  year. 


McKEESPORT— H.  F.  Brooks. 

The  general  condition  of  our  schools  continues  to  show  steady  pro- 
gress in  the  methods  of  instruction  and  work  done  by  our  teachers 
and  pupils.  We  have  not  attained  that  excellency  which  we  had  hoped 
to  attain,  but  feel  that  the  work  done  during  the  term  just  closed 
has  been  of  a  high  order.  The  members  of  our  board  of  education 
have  been  liberal  and  progressive  and  the  teachers  have  shown  more 
professional  skill  than  in  any  previous  year. 

Improvement  of  Our  Teachers. 

A  special  feature  of  last  year's  work  was  the  improvement  of  our 
teachers.  We  made  a  special  study  of  the  best  methods  of  instruc- 
tion, pedagogy,  and  all  subjects  relating  to  our  work.  We  estab- 
lished a  library  of  professional  works  of  115  volumes,  many  of  which 
were  read  by  the  teachers.  We  held  a  number  of  educational  meet- 
ings which  were  well  attended  by  both  teachers  and  patrons,  thus 
bringing  into  closer  sympathy  the  parent  and  the  instructor.  The 
results  of  these  efforts  were  apparent;  we  had  more  pupils  ready  for 
promotion,  had  broader  and  more  thorough  teaching,  and  succeeded 
in  creating  an  educational  sentiment  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  our 
people  that  is  destined  to  bless  our  labors. 

Visits. 

During  the  year  we  had  4,798  visits  by  parents  and  1,095  visits  by 
the  members  of  our  board  of  education.  These  were  all  friendly 
visits  and  they  speak  for  themselves. 


CENTENNIAL  SCHOOL  BUILDING,  McKEESPORT. 
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Reception  Day. 

Much  of  the  criticism  of  the  public  schools  is  due  to  the  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  work  done  in  the  schools.  We  tried  to  partially 
overcome  any  such  an  idea  by  establishing  "reception  days,"  at  which 
time  the  patrons  and  friends  of  the  schools  were  invited  to  visit. 

In  the  halls  and  rooms  there  was  an  exhibit  of  the  work  done  by 
the  pupils  in  the  several  branches  of  study.  The  teachers  continued 
their  regular  class  room  work,  and  the  visitors  were  thus  permitted 
to  see  not  only  the  display  work  of  the  schools  but  the  regular  class 
room  work  as  well.  We  do  not  advocate  what  might  be  termed 
show  work  just  for  the  sole  purpose  of  show,  but  we  do  advocate  any 
movement  that  will  bring  the  parent  into  closer  sympathy  with  the 
work  done  in  the  school  room. 

Music  and  Physical  Culture. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  our  board  there  were  steps  taken  towards 
the  introduction  and  use  of  the  normal  music  course  and  the  German 
system  of  physical  culture  into  our  schools.  This  is  a  movement  tluft 
we  have  been  advocating  for  some  time.  We  believe  that  there  is 
nothing  that  so  cultures  and  refines  the  nature  and  disposition  of  a 
child  like  music.  And  as  for  physical  culture,  any  one  who  questions 
the  advisability  of  its  introduction,  let  them  visit  the  schools  of  our 
cities  and  we  think  they  will  soon  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
teaching  it  in  our  schools.  The  people  establish  "fresh  air"  societies 
for  the  summer  only.  I  think  it  wise  to  have  a  strong  body  organiza- 
tion that  is  permanent,  and  the  results  will  be  much  more  lasting. 

Examinations. 

We  have  partially  abandoned  the  examination  system  for  pro- 
motion. A  few  years  ago  the  use  of  the  written  examination  as  a 
basis  for  promotion  was  well  nigh  universal  in  graded  schools.  But 
the  serious  evils  attending  the  examination  system  have  demanded 
wide  attention,  and  as  a  result,  many  cities  have  either  modified  the 
system  or  abandoned  it  altogether.  After  examining  into  the  merits 
of  the  system  of  promoting  pupils  solely  on  the  results  of  a  written 
examination,  it  is  our  conviction  that  it  is  a  gross  error  and  a  de- 
moralizer of  education.  The  system  needs  revision,  and  for  two 
years  we  have  been  laboring  with  the  question  and  the  results  thus 
far  have  been  in  favor  of  our  efforts  of  revision.  We  do  not  advocate 
the  entire  abandonment  of  the  examination  bcause  when  rightly  con- 
ducted they  have  a  use,  and  cannot  consistently  be  dispensed  with. 
There  is  a  sharp  distinction  between  promotion  examinations  and 
teaching  examinations,  i.  e.,  between  examinations  held  to  determine 
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the  fitness  of  pupils  for  promotion  and  examinations  instituted  for 
teaching  purposes,  and  to  this  end  made  an  integral  part  of  regular 
school  training. 

We  endorse  the  latter,  because  when  properly  conducted  they 
stimulate  both  teachers  and  pupils  to  harder  and  more  thorough 
work.  They  should  be  broad  and  suggestive  in  their  make-up.  They 
aid  the  teacher  in  determining  what  her  pupils  have  failed  to  assimi- 
late, and  she  is  therefore  the  better  able  to  arrange  her  work ;  they  as- 
sist the  superintendent  in  determining  the  extent  of  the  work  done  by 
the  teachers,  but  at  no  time  should  they  alone  be  made  the  basis  for 
the  promotion  of  the  pupils.  We  ascertain  the  class  standing  of  each 
child  in  the  manner  suggested  above  and  for  admission  to  high  school 
average  the  examination  with  the  class  standing,  and  thus  we  have 
been  enabled  to  get  stronger  pupils  into  our  high  school. 

City  Institute. 

We  intend  holding  our  first  annual  city  institute  during  the  week 
of  Thanksgiving.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  with  us 
some  very  able  educators,  and  we  anticipate  a  profitable  and 
pleasant  meeting. 

High  School. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  high  school  has  been  re-arranged  and 
proved  to  be  quite  successful.  Last  year's  work  was  of  marked  pro- 
gress in  this  department  of  our  schools.  We  had  thirty-six  gradu- 
ates— nineteen  from  the  literary,  nine  from  the  college  preparatory, 
and  eight  from  the  commercial  department. 

Buildings. 

During  the  year,  the  new  Centennial  building  has  been  completed, 
and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term. 
The  building  is  modernly  constructed,  has  sixteen  rooms  and  two  of- 
fices, heated  and  ventilated  with  the  Bennett  and  Peck  heating  and 
ventilating  system,  and  provided  with  the  latest  and  best  school  fur- 
niture. This  will  give  us  to  commence  with  next  year  a  corps  of 
teachers  numbering  92. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  thank  all  who  in  any  manner  contribut- 
ed to  the  success  of  the  schools,  and  hope  that  the  future  may  be 
fruited  witli  still  better  results. 
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MAHANOY  CITY— Frank  S.  Miller. 

The  aim  in  all  public  school  work  in  Mahanoy  City  is  to  train  boys 
and  girls  to  capable  citizenship.  To  attain  this  end  a  middle  course, 
between  the  "old  and  the  new  education,"  is  pursued.  By  the  united 
efforts  of  teachers,  directors  and  superintendents,  each  year  brings 
some  improvement,  however  slight,  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
work  done,  and  in  the  facilities  for  doing  work.  The  past  year  has 
added  its  measure  of  progress  nnd  has  strengthened  hopes  for  the 
future. 


MAHANOY     TOWNSHIP,     SCHUYLKILL     COUNTY— Frank     J. 

Noonan. 

The  school  year  of  1894-95  was  marked  by  an  increased  attendance 
of  pupils  and  a  greater  display  of  interest  on  the  part  of  parents. 
We  are  doing  all  in  our  power  to  bring  the  people  closer  to  our  work 
and  to  awaken  every  factor  that  will  tend  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
our  children.  With  this  end  in  view,  we  will  place  in  every  home 
in  the  district  during  the  coming  term  a  neat  little  manual  and 
"school  talk,"  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  which  is  to  show  parents 
what  their  hearty  co-operation  will  accomplish.  Since  the  passage 
of  the  compulsory  education  law,  we  have  decided  to  accompany  it 
by  a  circular  containing  a  very  brief  summary  of  this  measure,  mak- 
ing known  in  the  plainest  language  possible  its  absolute  requirements 
and  the  penalties  attached  for  their  violation,  and  appealing  for  a 
strict  compliance  with  its  provisions  without  compelling  the  board 
to  enter  prosecutions.  We  discontinued  the  use  of  slates  in  all 
grades  above  the  second  and  are  well  pleased  with  results.  The 
work  of  the  pupils  is  neater,  and  the  practical  advantage  derived  by 
them  is  of  considerable  importance. 

Twelve  night  schools  were  in  operation  this  year,  the  majority  of 
which  were  very  successful.  In  four  of  them  the  average  percentage 
of  attendance  was  larger  than  the  day  schools  in  the  same  villages 
could  boast  of. 

The  annual  examination  of  teachers  resulted  in  the  rejection  of 
twenty-two  candidates,  only  six  new  applicants  being  successful. 
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A  comfortable  two-room  building  was  erected  at  Ellangowau.  It 
is  commodious  and  attractive,  and  is  newly  furnished  throughout 
with  every  necessity.  A  lot  two  hundred  by  one  hundred  and  forty 
feet  surrounds  it.  Needed  repairs  were  made  to  several  buildings 
and  apparatus  and  supplies  liberally  provided. 

I  am  called  upon  to  chronicle  the  death  of  one  of  our  promising 
young  teachers,  Miss  Kate  Whalen.  She  had  spent  four  years  in  our 
schools  before  death  cut  short  her  career  in  April  last. 

To  the  teachers  whose  faithfulness  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  the  directors  whose  earnest  support  have  made  pleasant 
and  successful  this  year's  work,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 


MEADVILLE— H.  V.  Hotchkiss. 

The  work  in  the  schools  of  this  city,  during  the  year  just  closed, 
has  been  marked  by  feAV,  if  any,  radical  changes  in  method  or  or- 
ganization. 

Teachers  and  pupils  have  worked  with  their  usual  intelligence, 
industry  and  faithfulness,  and  their  work  is  bringing  forth  its  re- 
sults. 


MILTON— L.  A.  Beardsley. 

The  schools  of   Milton   made  commendable  progress  during  the 

year. 

.The  health  of  teachers  and  pupils  was  unusually  good,  and  the 
board  took  pains  to  put  all  school  buildings  in  as  good  condition  as 
possible. 

Early  in  the  school  year  the  teachers  resolved  to  concentrate  their 
forces  on  reading,  writing  and  language.  Though  the  normal  amount 
of  time  was  given  to  other  subjects,  though  the  work  done  on  other 
subjects  was  satisfactory,  it  was  especially  pleasing  to  all  concerned 
to  see  the  substantial  progress  made  along  the  special  lines  of  study. 

Ten  rooms  were  furnished  with  slate  blackboards,  and  the  teachers 
report  that  it  greatly  facilitated  their  work. 
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The  high  school  work  was  strengthened  by  the  careful  equipment  of 
a  chemical  laboratory;  apparatus,  chemicals,  water  and  gas  were 
supplied  so  that  eight  pupils  can  work  at  once. 

The  course  of  reading  adopted  for  high  school  students  was  carried 
out,  and  with  most  pleasing  results. 

The  high  school  course  covers  four  years.  The  students  of  the  first 
year  are  required  to  read  six  books;  the  students  of  the  second  year 
are  required  to  read  twelve  books;  the  students  of  the  third  year 
are  required  to  read  fourteen  books;  and  the  students  of  the  fourth 
year  are  required  to  read  twenty  English  classics.  It  would  seem 
as  though  the  course  were  long,  and  as  though  the  results  might  be 
superficial.  The  course  did  not  prove  to  be  long.  Many  pupils  were 
attracted  to  the  library  and  read  more  than  required.  The  work 
was  not  superficial,  as  the  pupils  were  called  upon  to  report  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  each  book  read,  to  one  of  the  teachers,  and  in  many 
cases  were  called  upon  to  give  a  written  statement  of  the  contents  of 
the  piece. 

The  patrons  of  the  school  gave  a  most  hearty  support  to  the  teach- 
ers. All  public  entertainments  and  school  exhibitions  were  well  at- 
tended. Nearly  one  thousand  patrons  visited  the  schools  on  Wash- 
ington's birthday,  and  more  than  a  thousand  came  to  see  the  school 
display  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  display  of  school  work  afforded 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  comparing  the  work  of  grades,  and  for 
studying  the  methods  of  school  work.  It  will  doubtless  stimulate 
both  teacher  and  pupil. 

The  alumni  association  of  the  high  school  was  reorganized  after 
five  years  of  suspended  animation,  as  an  active  organized  body. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  alumni  to  come  in  touch  with  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  town,  and  to  push  forward  whatever  pertains 
to  the  intellectual  welfare  of  the  communitv. 


MT.  CARMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 

This  year  our  schools  were  very  much  crowded  until  January, 
when  we  entered  our  new  high  school  building,  filling  each  room  at 
once.  What  will  become  of  us  next  year,  with  the  compulsory  law 
and  small  appropriation,  free  books  and  supplies,  and  our  small  town 
of  eleven  thousand  increasing  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  a  year? 

Other  things  equal,  our  books  last  well.     The  book  covers  from 
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Holden,  Springfield,  Mass.,  have  been  a  very  profitable  investment. 
They  strengthen  the  binding,  and  enable  us  to  strip  off  much  of  the 
dirt. 

Our  day  schools  were  open  180  days,  and  the  night  schools  75 
nights.  In  the  former  we  employ  seven  men  and  twenty-four  women; 
in  the  latter,  three  men. 

At  the  present  all  but  two  of  the  teachers  that  return  to  us  hold 
either  a  normal  school  diploma  or  a  permanent  certificate.  One  of 
these  is  a  college  graduate  and  the  other  an  experienced  teacher  from 
a  private  school.  During  the  year  all  of  our  teachers  have  been 
studying.  We  hope  to  raise  the  standard  of  our  schools  by  raising 
the  standard  of  the  teachers.  In  time  our  high  school  will  turn  out  a 
more  cultured  pupil  and  the  future  teachers  will  be  better  qualified. 

As  we  get  stronger  teachers  we  have  less  nagging,  less  force,  more 
leading,  more  inspiring,  more  hard,  earnest  work,  more  soul  culture. 

In  regard  to  examinations,  it  can  be  said  that  truth  rarely  lies  in 
extremes.  Some  schools  may  have  abused  the  examinations  or  tests 
in  the  past,  but  while  a  skillful  teacher,  one  who  is  absolutely  impar- 
tial and  not  easily  misled,  may  not  need  them  to  get  a  mark  for  pro- 
motion, an  inexperienced  teacher  makes  terrible  work  without  them. 
Looseness,  slackness,  laziness  often  creep  in.  Close  supervision  may 
partly  cover  this.  But  tests  are,  if  you  please,  a  necessary  evil. 
About  as  good  a  plan  for  promotion  as  is  used  with  us  is  a  monthly 
mark  kept,  a  final  review  and  tests  giving  us  a  knowledge  of  amount 
of  work  done  and  development  of  the  child. 


NANTICOKE— C.  B.  Miller. 

The  past  year  has  exhibited  gratifying  improvements.  Especially 
is  this  true  in  the  matter  of  discipline. 

The  relations  between  pupils  and  teachers,  with  a  very  few  excep- 
tions, has  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  To  all  appearances  the  chil- 
dren have  regarded  their  teachers  as  those  to  whom  they  could  give 
their  confidence  and  affection. 

The  teachers,  on  the  other  hand,  have  exhibited  that  spirit  of  large- 
hearted  generosity  in  dealing  with  the  children  that  disarms  opposi- 
tion at  the  outset  and  stimulates  the  child  to  bis  best  efforts. 

I  have  been  pleased  to  note  the  large  number  of  visits  paid  by  our 
teachers  to  the  parents  of  the  children.  I  feel  sure  that  the  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  home  influences  bearing  upon  her  pupils  has  in  a 
great  number  of  cases,  modified  the  teacher's  treatment  of  an  offend- 
ing child. 
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NEW  BRIGHTON— J.  B.  Richey. 

New   School  Buildings. 

On  account  of  the  rapid  growth  of  our  city,  the  board  of  educa- 
tion was  compelled  to  build  another  school  building.  A  very  desira- 
ble location  was  secured  in  the  Fourth  ward,  and  a  fine  six  room 
building  was  erected.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  stone,  and  is  heated 
and  ventilated  by  the  Peck-Williamson  heating  and  ventilating  sys- 
tem. It  is  furnished  with  slate  blackboards.  The  new  house  has 
already  proven  satisfactory,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  city.  This  is  the 
third  new  school  building  which  has  been  built  during  the  past  six 
years.  In  1889  a  fine  four  room  building  was  built  in  the  First  ward, 
at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  In  1893  a  fine  central  building  was  built  in  the 
Second  ward,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000. 

Preparing  Teachers. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Rice,  in  one  of  a  series  of  articles  in  the  Forum,  in  which 
he  reports  his  examinations  of  the  schools  in  the  principal  large 
cities  of  this  country,  uses  the  following  language: 

"I  have  found  upon  my  tour  of  investigation  that  the  schools  had 
advanced  in  proportion  to  what  had  been  done  by  the  superintend- 
ents and  their  assistants  towards  raising  the  standard  of  the 
teachers  in  their  charge."  He  further  says:  "It  is  only  that  form  of 
supervision,  the  direct  aim  of  which  is  to  improve  the  mind  of  the 
teachers,  that  leads  to  the  advancement  of  the  schools." 

Judging  from  my  own  experience  and  observation,  there  is  no 
question  in  regard  to  the  truthfulness  of  Dr.  Rice's  statement.  The 
superintendent  must  be  the  teacher  and  his  teachers  the  pupils. 
The  superintendent  must  be  a  student  in  order  that  he  may  be  able 
to  teach  his  teachers.  Fitch  truly  says:  "The  moment  any  man 
ceases  to  be  a  systematic  student,  he  ceases  to  be  an  effective 
teacher."  The  superintendent  must  direct  his  work  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  teachers  will  be  students,  never  reach  the  "dead  line." 

Superintendent  and  teachers  must  study  methods,  but  their  study 
must  not  be  confined  to  the  study  of  methods  alone,  lest  their  work 
ends  in  formality.  They  must  study  the  principles  of  education  and 
their  application.  Let  your  teachers  drink  from  a  running  stream, 
not  a  stagnant  pool. 

The  superintendent  must  not  confine  his  teaching  to  the  teaching 
of  the  regular  teachers,  but  he  must  prepare  the  teachers  who  are 
to  take  the  places  of  those  already  in  the  ranks.     We  have  been 
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doing  this  as  follows:  1  hold  a  three  weeks'  summer  school  for  the 
graduates  of  our  high  schoool  who  wish  to  become  teachers.  Then 
our  high  school  graduates  are  elected  to  the  position  of  substitutes 
or  pupil  teachers.  They  are  paid  ten  dollars  per  month  and  re 
quired  to  spend  all  their  time  in  the  schools,  observing  the  teach- 
ing of  our  best  teachers,  teaching  for  the  teachers  when  they  are 
sick  or  absent  visiting  schools  in  other  cities,  teaching  under  the 
direction  of  the  regular  teachers,  etc.  In  this  way  they  become 
acquainted  with  every  duty  required  of  the  regular  teacher.  They 
take  notes  while  observing  the  teaching,  and  make  a  report  of  their 
observations  to  the  superintendent.  They  pursue  a  regular  course 
in  methods  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent.  They  attend 
the  teachers'  meetings,  grade  meetings,  etc.  After  one  year  of 
training  they  are  given  positions  as  regular  teachers  if  positions 
are  vacant  for  them.  Our  board  has  been  highly  pleased  with  the 
results  of  this  plan,  and  they  have  decided  to  continue  it  next  year. 
During  the  five  years  I  have  been  in  this  city  as  superintendent 
our  teachers  have  read  under  my  direction  Compayre's  "Lectures 
on  Teaching,"  McLellan's  "Applied  Psychology,"  Prince's  "Courses 
and  Methods,"  Page  on  Teaching,  Baldwin's  "Art  of  School  Manage- 
ment," etc.,  etc. 

Teachers'  Visiting  Day. 

About  one-half  of  our  teachers  visited  schools  in  Pittsburgh  and 
Cleveland  during  the  year.  The  board  of  education  gave  them  their 
time  and  paid  their  railroad  fare.  The  teachers  were  furnished  a 
blank,  which  was  designed  for  a  report  to  be  made  by  the  visiting 
teachers  to  the  superintendent  and  board  of  education,  showing 
what  advantages  may  be  expected  from  the  visit.  This  plan,  so  far. 
has  proved  advantageous,  and  especially  in  that  it  calls  the  superin- 
tendent's attention  to  the  very  things  that  the  teachers  observe 
which  they  think  may  be  of  advantage  to  them.  The  teachers  and 
superintendent  will  then  both  follow  up  the  points  of  interest. 
These  reports  were  read  in  the  teachers'  meetings  and  furnished 
topics  for  some  very  interesting  and  profitable  discussions. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  board  of  education  I  was  given  a  week  in 
February  to  visit  the  schools  of  Cleveland  and  attend  the  national 
meeting  of  superintendents.  The  visit  was  an  eye-opener.  I  desire 
very  heartily  to  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  several  mem 
bers  of  the  board  of  education  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  cor- 
dial co-operation  in  nil  matters,  personal  and  official,  relating  to 
the  school  department,  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  to  the  teach- 
ers my  appreciation  of  their  kindness  and  consideration  in  all  our 
relations,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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NEW  CASTLE— W.  J.  Shearer. 

The  hearty  co-operation  of  an  intelligent  board  of  school  control 
who,  more  than  ever,  seemed  desirous  of  acting  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  children;  the  faithful,  efficient  work  of  the  large  majority 
of  the  teachers;  the  kind  appreciation  and  deep  interest  manifested 
by  so  many  patrons ;  the  support  given  by  the  press  to  all  movements 
in  the  line  of  progress;  these  are  the  factors  to  which  is  due  the 
progress  of  the  past  year,  and  to  which  we  can  look  for  still  greater 
progress  in  the  years  that  are  to  come. 

From  many  things  of  more  than  passing  interest,  the  following  are 
selected  as  being  worthy  of  special  notice: 

Building  and  Repairs. 

Within  the  past  year  the  board  erected  a  fine  brick  building, 
which,  for  light,  heat  and  ventilation,  has  no  equal  in  the  city. 

In  addition  to  many  other  commendable  improvements,  slate  black- 
boards have  been  placed  in  all  the  rooms  not  fully  supplied,  and  all 
rooms  needing  it  have  been  painted,  repapered  and  put  in  excellent 
condition. 

Improvement  of  Teachers. 

With  but  very  few  exceptions,  the  teachers  seem  alive  to  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  place  in  school  for  a  "dead  teacher,"  and  have  shown 
commendable  interest  in  all  of  the  following  means  for  self  improve- 
ment in  the  line  of  their  important  work:  (1)  The  regular  teachers' 
meeting,  twice  each  month,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  subjects 
pertinent  to  school  work,  and  the  study  of  pure  and  applied  psy- 
chology. (2)  The  teachers'  city  institute,  in  which,  during  eight 
sessions,  many  questions  of  vital  importance  to  our  own  schools 
were  discussed  by  superintendents,  principals,  teachers  and  others. 
(3)  The  superintendent's  normal  class,  which  met  weekly  to  recite 
and  discuss  White's  School  Management.  (4)  Frequent  grade  meet- 
ings, for  the  consideration  of  those  things  of  special  interest  to  cer- 
tain grades  only.  (5)  The  valuable  lecture  by  Dr.  Rice,  on  the  Reci- 
tation. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  much  benefit  was  derived  by  all, 
save  the  few  who  needed  it  most. 

Public   Schools  and   Patriotism. 

The  public  schools  seem  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  their 
function  is  to  turn  out  patriotic,  loyal  citizens.     Instead  of  entirelv 
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neglecting  this,  surely  every  school  should  be  a  nursery  for  the 
development  of  ideal  citizens.  Surely  we  should  aim  to  turn  out 
embryo  citizens,  who  will  not  only  be  intelligent  enough  to  know 
their  duty,  but  virtuous  and  patriotic  enough  to  do  that  duty.  Be- 
lieving that  to  this  end  much  more  effort  should  be  devoted  in  the  fu- 
ture than  there  has  been  in  the  past,  during  the  past  year  we  have 
made  a  successful  effort,  by  several  devices,  to  develop  this  virtue. 

Primary  Beading. 

Being  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with  the  methods  of  teaching  this 
branch  in  general  use  in  the  primary  grades,  we  tried  Miss  Funden- 
berger's  common  sense  combination  of  the  word  and  phonic  methods. 
With  the  same  teachers,  our  children  have  read  almost  as  much, 
and  gained  more  power  in  one  year  than  they  have  heretofore  gotten 
in  three  years.  Neither  the  Pollard  Synthetic,  nor  any  other  method 
we  have  been  able  to  find  in  any  one  of  a  line  of  cities  from  Cleve- 
land, O.,  to  Dover,  Del.,  has  been  able  to  produce  such  results  as  our 
own  faithful  teachers  have  readily  secured.  This  has  been  accom- 
plished not  only  without  aid  from  Miss  Fundenberger,  but,  so  far  as 
T  know,  without  her  knowledge. 

School   Grading  in  New  Castle. 

Having  long  felt  the  need  of  some  change  in  the  iron-clad  method 
of  grading  for  the  past  two  years,  we  have  been  endeavoring  to  so 
modify  the  usual  plan  as  to  make  it  possible  to  cease  yoking  to- 
gether the  bright  and  the  dull  for  their  whole  school  lives. 

The  encouragement  received  from  the  board  of  school  control,  the 
local  papers  and  the  patrons  of  the  schools  has  been  very  gratifying, 
as  have  also  the  many  letters  of  hearty  approval  from  college  presi- 
dents, professors,  superintendents  and  teachers  of  every  grade.  A 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  leading  papers  of  the  United  States,  in 
lengthy  editorial  reviws,  commented  most  favorably  upon  our  plan 
and  proved  that  the  need  of  some  change  is  everywhere  felt.  The 
following  papers  are  especially  kind  in  their  comments:  Los  Angeles 
News,  Philadelphia  Becord,  Detroit  Free  Press,  Newark  Evening 
News,  Baltimore  Sun,  Chicago  Post,  Pittsburgh  Leader,  Worcester 
Evening  Gazette,  Scranton  Truth,  Binghampton  Leader,  Washington 
Post,  Des  Moines  News,  Springfield  Courier  and  others. 

An  explanation  of  the  plan  would  be  out  of  place  here,  but  we 
would  refer  any  interested  to  the  Boston  Journal  of  Education,  May 
9th;  also  to  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  of  January  and  Sep- 
tember. 

Facts  at  hand  prove  the  truth  of  the  following  comparison ; 
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By  the  usual  method,  the  bright  are  held  back;  the  slow  are 
dragged  forward;  because  of  the  impossibility  of  reclassification, 
but  few  can  gain  time;  for  the  same  reason,  eighty-five  per  cent, 
lose  from  one  to  four  years;  the  pupils  are  herded  into  large  classes, 
wholesale  teaching  results,  and  no  attention  can  be  given  to  indi- 
vidual differences;  a  premium  is  put  upon  the  amount  of  "stuffing" 
that  can  be  done  in  the  short  time  preceding  the  examination;  worse 
than  all,  the  majority  become  discouraged  and  stop,  for  there  is  no 
reward  held  out  to  those  who  are  faithful. 

By  the  "New  Castle  Plan,"  the  bright  are  allowed  to  move  for- 
ward as  fast  as  they  can  and  should;  the  slow  are  not  hurried;  be- 
cause of  the  possibility  of  reclassification  eighty-five  per  cent,  will 
gain  from  one  to  four  years;  for  the  same  reason,  but  few  lose  time; 
as  the  pupils  are  carefully  graded  in  small  classes,  it  is  possible  to 
reach  the  individual  and  still  retain  the  many  advantages  of  class 
recitation;  a  premium  is  put  upon  the  good  work  done  day  by  day, 
and  not  upon  the  preparation  for  the  far  away  examination  day; 
and  more  important  than  all,  the  children  are  touched  with  hope 
and  enthusiasm,  and  find  pleasure  in  remaining  in  school,  since  their 
advancement  follows  immediately  upon  the  establishment  of  desert. 

In  leaving  the  superintendency  of  these  schools  for  a  larger  field 
in  another  state,  I  wish  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the  uni- 
form courtesy  shown  me  by  the  school  authorities  of  the  State  and 
city;  also,  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  good  people  of  this 
city  for  the  hearty  co-operation  and  kind  appreciation  they  have 
given  me  in  my  work.  May  the  schools  of  New  Castle  ever  continue 
to  increase  in  usefulness  and  power. 


NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— James  A.  Dewey. 

Another  year  of  arduous  labor  on  the  part  of  teachers,  and  of 
earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  pupils,  came  to  a  close  in  this  township, 
on  Friday,  June  14th.  The  aim  of  all  has  been  to  make  some  prog- 
ress beyond  that  of  previous  years.  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  we 
have  tried  to  make  use  of  every  opportunity  for  improvement,  and 
have  not  been  altogether  unsuccessful. 

Newport  township  has  furnished  free  text  books  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  was  furnishing  all  school  supplies  several  years  in  ad- 
vance of  the  compulsory  law.     Therefore,  we  had  no  new  expenses, 
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and  no  new  difficulties  to  meet  in  the  purchase,  distribution  and  care 
of  books  and  supplies.  In  other  educational  matters  the  various 
boards  of  directors  have  shown  the  same  liberal  and  commendable 
desire  to  so  arrange  the  necessary  conditions  that  the  schools  of 
the  district  might  have  an  opportunity  to  develop.  The  result  has 
been  a  healthy  educational  growth.  The  school  buildings  are  neat, 
commodious,  well  furnished  and  cared  for  properly.  The  furniture 
is  modern.  The  apparatus  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  All  rooms 
are  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  the  best  slate  blackboard.  Every 
room  is  supplied  with  a  Bible,  and  every  building  has  a  flag  and 
either  a  piano  or  an  organ. 

In  1880  a  supervising  principal  was  elected,  and  this  method  of 
supervision  was  continued  until  1890,  when  the  present  superintend- 
ent was  elected.  This  has  permitted  close  supervision  and  better 
grading,  and  has  systematized  the  school  affairs  of  the  township. 

Within  eight  years  thirty-seven  of  our  students  have  become 
teachers,  and  a  large  part  of  them  are  normal  graduates. 

The  principal  new  feature  of  our  work  during  the  year  was  the 
introduction  of  the  Pollard  Synthetic  Method  of  Teaching  Reading. 
Our  teachers  had  two  hours-  instruction  in  the  new  method;  one  at 
the  beginning  of  the  term  and  one  three  months  laler.  Notwith- 
standing this  small  amount  of  instruction  they  were  able  to  make 
good  progress.  By  a  combination  of  the  "word,"  "sentence"  and 
"phonic"  methods  we  have  heretofore  frequently  had  pupils 
reading  intelligently  in  the  ordinary  second  reader  at  the  close  of 
tbe  first  year.  We  have  done  no  belter  this  year.  But  our  pupils 
articulate  more  distinctly  and  pronounce  with  greater  accuracy. 
They  have  also  gained  a  certain  independence  which  was  not  attain- 
able under  the  other  methods.  The  teachers,  without  exception, 
feel  that  their  own  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  pronunciation  has  been 
widely  extended.  We  expect  to  use  the  method  again  this  year,  and 
see  no  reason  to  anticipate  failure.  There  are  at  least  two  facts 
about  it  which  the  critics  cannot  dispute:  First.  It  is  a  method,  and 
secondly.  It  holds  the  attention  and  requires  thinking  on  the  part 
of  the  pupil.  Therefore  it  has  an  educative  value  outside  of  its  own 
value  as  a  method  of  learning  to  read. 

Dictionaries,  Etc. 

An  international  dictionary  has  been  placed  in  each  room.  Three 
Tellurian  globes  were  purchased.     Also  six  maps  of  Pennsylvania 

Educational  Meetings. 

Local  institutes  were  held  each  month,  with  good  results.  The 
teachers  subscribed  for  "Educational  Foundations,"  and  it  was  made 
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the  basis  of  our  study  and  discussions.  Nanticoke  and  Newport  held 
a  union  meeting  in  February.  The  instructors  were  County  Super- 
intendent T.  B.  Harrison,  Superintendent  C.  B.  Miller,  of  Nanticoke: 
Prof.  E.  I.  Wolfe,  of  Wyoming  Seminary,  and  Prof.  George  P.  Bible, 
of  East  Stroudsburg  normal  school.  They  were  entertained  by  the 
school  board. 

School  Libraries. 

About  seventy-five  books  were  added  to  the  school  libraries  during 
the  year.  I  believe  that  one  of  the  greatest  needs  of  our  schools 
is  a  good  library,  and  that  the  recent  Legislature  made  a  serious 
mistake  in  not  providing  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  a  school 
library  from  the  school  funds.  Many  pupils  will  have  no  other  op 
portunity  for  years  to  acquire  a  taste  for  and  become  acquainted 
with  the  better  class  of  books.  The  teacher  is  seriously  handicapped 
in  her  efforts  to  improve  the  taste  of  her  pupils  for  good  literature 
if  she  has  no  library  to  which  she  can  refer  the  pupils. 

Attendance,  Etc. 

The  day  school  enrolment  reached  990,  and  night  school  302. 
making  a  total  of  1,292  pupils.  Night  schools  were  open  for  five 
months,  and  seven  teachers  were  employed  at  |25.00  per  month. 

The  attendance  is  improving  slowly  from  year  to  year.  The  num- 
ber not  absent  during  the  year  has  increased  from  2  in  1889  to  51 
this  year.  Corporal  punishments  have  been  reduced  from  161  to  32. 
In  1889  the  directors  marie  6  visits  to  the  schools.  This  year  TO. 
Citizens  made  175  visits  ir.  1889;  this  year  they  made  569  during  the 
year  and  about  700  on  the  last  day.  Other  items  would  show  a  simi 
lar  improvement  in  general  educational  sentiment  during  the  period 
of  the  superintendence'. 

Tt  will  be  necessary  to  build  this  summer,  to  accommodate  the  in- 
creasing school  population 

Teachers. 

The  teachers  have  shown  commendable  zeal  in  their  work  through 
out  the  year.  They  have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  ex 
acting  duties,  have  attended  the  local  institutes  regularly  and  have 
done  a  fair  amount  of  professional  reading.  In  most  cases  the  school 
board  has  recognized  the  good  work  of  the  teachers,  and  has  re- 
elected them  for  the  next  term.  The  salaries  of  all  reappointed 
teachers  were  increased,  except  two.  who  were  already  receiving 
175.00  per  month.     The  new  corps  of  teachers  will  have  no  easv  task 
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to  improve  upon  the  work  of  their  predecessors,  but  with  sixteen 
normal  graduates  and  five  holding  permanent  certificates,  we  have 
good  reason  to  expect  a  successful  year's  work. 

Directors. 

The  directors  have  been  very  liberal  in  furnishing  all  needed  sup- 
plies, and  also  in  the  compensation  of  teachers. 

The  new  board  organized  on  Monday,  June  3d,  and  met  on  the  17th 
to  appoint  teachers.  Twenty-four  were  elected  at  an  average  salary 
of  |52.00.  Only  one  teacher  holding  a  provisional  certificate  was 
elected. 

The  term  will  be  ten  months,  as  it  has  been  since  1886,  with  one 
exception,  1889-1890,  when  it  was  nine  months. 

The  attitude  of  the  board  is  favorable  to  the  advancement  of  the 
schools.  By  a  liberal  policy  and  judicious  management  the  schools 
have  attained  a  high  standard  of  excellence,  and  the  evident  desire 
of  the  present  board  is  to  maintain  that  standard. 

The  board  appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  course  of  study  for 
the  high  school.  The  course  is  still  three  years,  but  some  additions 
were  made,  which  will  require  a  more  thorough  preparation  before 
entering  the  high  school. 

Flag  Days. 

A  list  of  days  called  "Flag  Days"  was  handed  to  each  principal  at 
the  beginning  of  the  term.  To  the  days  so  selected  the  principals 
were  advised  to  add  others  of  their  own  selection.  On  these  days 
the  flags  were  floated  and  the  pupils  were  encouraged  to  look  for 
some  historical  event  that  had  occurred  on  the  same  day  of  the 
month.  Interest  was  aroused  and  many  opportunities  for  inculcat- 
ing patriotism  were  thus  afforded. 


NORRISTOWN— Jos.  K.  Gotwals. 

The  school  term  just  closed  was  not  marked  by  any  great  change 
in  the  work. 

A  commendable  feature  of  the  board  was  the  selection  of  well 
qualified  teachers  for  the  positions  made  vacant  by  resignations, 
taking  into  consideration  scholarship  and  practice  of  teaching. 
Placing  these  teachers  in  the  vacant  grades  avoided  the  disarrange- 
ment of  the  other  grades. 
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The  few  changes  made  in  the  teaching  force  during  the  year  gave 
an  opportunity  for  better  work  in  the  primary  schools.  These 
grades  seem  to  suffer  most  by  changes.  It  has  often  been  stated, 
and  truly,  that  the  greatest  tact  is  needed  to  interest  the  child  when 
it  first  enters  the  school  room.  This  grade  needs  an  experienced 
teacher,  more  than  any  of  the  other  primary  grades;  for  this  reason 
teachers  should  be  remunerated  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  them  feel 
that  it  was  necessary  to  make  special  preparation  to  retain  the  same. 
A  new  eight  room  building  was  erected  last  year,  six  rooms  of  which 
have  been  occupied.  It  is  a  first-class  building.  The  rooms  are  fur- 
nished with  single  desks.  All  the  available  surface  has  been  cov< 
ered  with  blackboard  of  natural  slate.  Most  of  these  are  movable, 
and  can  be  adjusted  to  suit  the  smallest  as  well  as  the  largest  pupil. 

The  building  is  heated  and  ventilated  by  the  Smead-Wills  system. 

Our  high  school  course  was  published  in  last  year's  report,  chang- 
ing the  length  of  the  course  from  three  years  to  four,  making,  at  the 
same  time  a  short,  commercial  course,  in  which  a  pupil  can  grad- 
uate in  three  years.  There  were  thirty-five  graduates  in  all,  five  of 
these  were  in  the  commercial  course.  An  additional  teacher  was 
added  to  the  high  school,  who  taught  Latin,  Greek  and  German.  His 
time  was  employed  but  half  of  the  time.  The  work  has  grown  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  board  decided  to  employ  him  for  the  full 
time.  He  is  also  to  assist  in  giving  instruction  in  other  branches. 
The  lengthening  of  the  term  meets  with  the  approbation  of  all 
who  know  the  work  do  be  done. 

The  increase  in  enrolment  over  that  of  last  year  was  125,  in 
average  daily  57.  The  following  statement  shows  the  changes  since 
1885: 

1S85 .  Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  2,276 

Average  daily  attendance, 1,656 

1890.  Number  of  pupils  enrolled, 2,575 

Average  daily  attendance,  1,779 

1895.  Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  2,953 

Average  daily  attendance,  2,116 

This  shows  an  average  increase  each  year  in  enrolment  of  62,  and 
of  daily  attendance  56. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  considerable  interest  to  the  time 
when  an  exact  census  will  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  number  of  chil- 
dren of  school  age,  so  that  we  will  know  to  a  certainty  who  attend 
school  and  who  do  not.  We  do  hope,  since  the  matter  has  taken  a 
definite  shape,  it  will  prove  an  aid  to  the  furtherance  of  the  educa- 
tion of  the  masses  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word. 

The  work  in  both  manual  training  and  sewing  was  carried  along 
with  considerable  interest,  and  in  all  respects  quite  satisfactory. 
13-5-95 


194  Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

Our  teachers  have  worked  faithfully  throughout  the  year,  aud 
most  of  them  are  doing  their  utmost  to  keep  apace  with  the  times. 

Our  institutes  have  been  held  monthly,  with  usual  results  of  a 
manifest  interest  by  all  who  attend.  How  necessary,  considering 
the  greatness  of  the  work  of  the  education  of  the  youth,  that  the 
teachers  should  be  men  and  women  of  good  judgment,  wise  in  coun- 
sel, and  of  pure  moral  character.  More  depends  upon  this  than,  1 
fear,  is  always  realized  by  those  engaged  in  the  work.  The  destiny 
of  a  child  lies,  to  some  extent,  in  the  hands  of  a  teacher.  If  this  be 
the  case,  should  not  directors  exert  the  greatest  care  in  the  selection 
of  teachers  to  do  this  work?  The  following  suggestion,  taken  from 
an  editorial  in  the  Daily  Herald,  of  this  place,  carries  much  force 
with  it-  :  "It  is  almost  needless  to  observe  that  promotions  as  well 
as  the  choice  of  new  teachers  should  be  made  with  reference  only 
to  the  qualifications  and  fitness  of  the  applicant.  The  interests  of 
the  public  and  the  progress  of  educational  work  are  the  only  cireum 
stances  that  can  rightly  uovern  the  action  of  directors  in  such  mat- 
ters. To  give  any  countenance  to  other  motives  in  these  particulars 
must  have  i  he  effect  of  lowering  the  standard  of  efficiency." 

There  is  still  much  room  for  improvement  in  our  work.  It  is  the 
desire  of  all  to  raise  the  standard  of  our  schools  still  higher,  and  we 
trust  to  have  the  aid  of  the  directors  in  this  respect  in  the  future, 
as  we  have  had  in  the  past. 


OIL  CITY— C.  A.  Babcock. 

The  work  of  our  schools  the  last  year  has  been  uniformly  good. 
Only  three  new  teachers  were  elected  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion, so  that  the  work  was  mainly  conducted  by  those  who  appre- 
hended the  aims  of  the  course,  and  who  had  attained  skill  in  the 
work  of  their  special  grades.  Our  pupils  are  supplied  with  every- 
thing needful  to  their  work,  as  school  books,  paper,  pencils,  etc. 
Every  child  above  the  fourth  grade  has  also  a  small  dictionary,  and 
each  room  contains  an  Unabridged.  Our  supplementary  reading 
material  was  increased  by  the  purchase  of  a  set  of  the  Heart  of  Oak 
Readers  for  each  room  above  the  first  grade.  A  set  of  beautiful 
relief  maps  was  also  placed  in  each  building.  The  rooms  not  already 
possessing  them  were  supplied  with  slate  blackboards. 

Our  system  of  grading  is  flexible  enough  to  allow  each  pupil  to 
advance  as  fast  as  he  is  able,  and  close  enough  to  keep  together  those 
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that  beloug  together.  There  are  a  number  of  classes  or  groups  in 
each  room — from  five  in  the  primary,  decreasing  to  two  in  the  eighth 
— and  the  promotions  are  made  from  class  to  class  at  the  end  of  each 
month.  We  have  followed  this  plan  with  increasing  satisfaction 
for  the  last  eight  years. 

The  attendance,  notwithstanding  considerable  sickness  during 
three  months  of  the  year,  has  averaged  ninety-six  per  cent.  The 
number  of  tardinesses  was  so  small  that  it  might  have  been  pro- 
duced by  two  pupils  being  persistently  tardy. 

Our  teachers'  meetings  have  been  well  attended.  At  the  monthly 
institutes  we  have  given  special  attention  this  year  to  the  study 
of  childern.  The  plan  pursued  was  to  observe  children  without 
letting  them  know  that  they  were  being  observed,  and  to  report  by 
means  of  essays  or  talks  at  the  general  meeting.  We  studied  the 
games  of  children,  children's  toys  and  playthings,  the  uses  nature 
makes  of  the  play  impulse,  and  have  tried  to  determine  some  uses 
that  teachers  may  make  of  it. 

The  study  of  nature  has  been  continued,  two  periods  of  twenty 
to  thirty  minutes  each  week  being  devoted  to  the  reports  and  com- 
parisons of  the  observations  of  the  pupils.  Plants  were  studied 
during  the  entire  year,  and  birds  during  the  winter  and  spring.  This 
work  not  only  does  not  detract  from  the  more  "regular"  work  of  the 
school,  but  it  adds  largely  to  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  the  chil- 
dren in  their  school  life.  Arbor  day,  and  the  second  Bird  day  were 
celebrated  in  all  the  rooms  with  great  success.  Bird  houses  were 
erected,  in  the  spring,  in  every  school  yard,  and  are  objects 
of  careful  scrutiny  by  the  pupils. 

Our  high  school,  since  its  course  was  extended  to  four  years,  pre- 
pares its  classical  graduates  for  any  college  in  the  country,  or  gives 
those  who  pursue  its  other  courses  a  corresponding  development 
along  other  lines.  Four  of  our  last  class  expect  to  enter  college  in 
the  fall;  two  at  Amherst,  one  at  Colgate,  and  one  at  Trinity. 

Our  increasing  attendance  has  made  another  school  house  neces- 
sary. A  four  room  brick  building  is  now  in  course  of  erection  and 
will  be  occupied  early  in  the  next  year. 
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PHOENIXVILLE— H.  F.  Leister. 

The  following  is  respectfully  submitted  as  my  report  for  the  term 
ending  June,  1895: 

Upon  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  past,  candor  and  truth- 
fulness require  the  report  that  the  acme  of  educational  perfection 
has  not  yet  nearly  reached  us.  Many  failures  and  disappointments 
remain  to  be  chronicled.  Yet  by  continued  action  and  integrity  of 
purpose,  rather  than  by  spasmodic  efforts  on  the  part  of  directors 
and  teachers,  a  steady  advancement  on  educational  lines  is  dis- 
cernible. 

The  fact  is  to  be  appreciated  that  our  teachers'  association,  com- 
posed of  the  teachers  in  the  borough  and  in  the  adjacent  districts, 
was  as  well  attended  voluntarily  during  the  term,  as  formerly,  when 
pecuniary  remuneration  for  regular  attendance  was  supposed  to  be 
a  strong  incentive.  At  these  meetings  Baldwin's  Psychology  con- 
tinued to  be  read,  and  prominent  and  pertinent  educational  topics 
reviewed  and  discussed.  Although  one  or  more  professional  pessi- 
mists are  usually  in  attendance,  who  ought  to  be  leaders,  but  will  not 
do  much  more  than  complain  that  psychology  is  not  practical,  that 
they  are  not  more  highly  edified,  that  they  are  not  more  pleasantly 
entertained,  etc.,  ad  infinitum,  ad  nauseam;  yet  interest  in  and  loyalty 
to  school  work  under  all  circumstances,  as  manifested  by  the  great 
majority,  deserve  strong  commendation. 

Beside  a  few  miscellaneous  books,  the  "Columbian  Historic  Novels" 
in  thirteen  volumes,  were  added  to  the  public  school  library.  This 
now  contains  nearly  800  volumes. 

Upwards  of  seventy  volumes,  treating  solely  on  educational  and 
pedagogical  subjects,  were  purchased  with  funds  voluntarily  con- 
tributed, mostly  by  the  teachers,  for  a  teachers'  library.  Vocal 
music  continued  to  be  taught  very  successfully  by  the  well  known 
specialist,  Prof.  Jere  March,  Norristown,  Penna.  Few  teachers  pos- 
sess such  enthusiasm  and  strong  personality  that  tend  to  interest 
and  inspire  all  grades  of  pupils.  Miss  Ella  L.  Richardson  as  a  spe- 
cialist in  drawing  has  given  valuable  assistance  to  our  teachers. 
Heretofore  Latin  was  taught  only  about  twelve  months  in  the  course; 
that  period  has  been  increased  to  twenty-one.  But  double  entry 
book-keeping  is  permitted  to  be  substituted  in  the  last  half  term. 

The  school  term  of  nine  and  one-half  months  ended  on  Friday, 
June  7th.  The  commencement  exercises  took  place  in  Masonic  hall 
on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  audience.     One 
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of  the  drawbacks  was  the  insufficient  capacity  of  the  hall.     A  class 
of  twenty-eight  was  graduated,  eighteen  girls  and  ten  boys. 

The  School  Savings  Bank  continued  in  operation  during  the  term 
with  unabated  interest.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  during  this  contin- 
ued period  of  business  depression  the  deposits  did  not  decrease,  nor 
the  withdrawals  materially  increase.  These  savings  were  a  boon 
to  many  a  one,  who,  from  enforced  idleness,  was  thrown  into  necessi- 
tous circumstances. 


PITTSBURGH— George  J.  Luckey. 

The  school  system  of  Pittsburgh  has  undergone  no  change  since 
my  last  report  to  the  State  Department. 

The  school  boards  throughout  the  city  are  making  laudable  efforts 
to  supply  suitable  accommodations  for  the  ever  increasing  number  of 
applicants. 

Additions  have  been  made  during  the  last  year  to  the  Minersville, 
Bloomfield,  Osceola,  North  Homestead  and  Hazlewood  schools. 

The  board  of  education  has  now  under  construction  a  building  on 
Fifth  avenue  for  the  accommodation  of  the  normal  and  commercial 
departments  of  the  high  school.  When  this  is  completed  our  school 
accommodations  will  be  ample  for  some  years  to  come,  except  in  one 
or  two  of  the  outlvinir  districts. 


POTTSTOWN— William  W.  Rupert. 

The  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has,  we  think,  given  general  sat- 
isfaction. Our  energies  have  not  been  directed  toward  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  things,  but  toward  the  improvement  of  the  work  in  the 
old  subjects. 

In  this  report  we  desire  to  speak  of  our  school  library.  The  Potts- 
town school  board  has  very  generously  and  wisely  elected  a  librarian, 
who  gives  her  whole  attention  to  this  important  auxiliary  in  our 
work.  This  library  now  contains  2,306  volumes,  and  is  constantly 
growing.  One  hundred  and  fifty  volumes  were  added  during  the 
present  year. 
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The  reference  books  of  the  library  are  in  constant  use  by  the 
pupils  of  the  high  school  and  of  the  grammar  grades  while  preparing 
lessons  in  geography,  history,  literature  and  science.  In  this  manner 
pupils  not  only  gain  a  broader  and  more  satisfactory  view  of  the  sub- 
jects embraced  in  the  course  of  study  than  could  be  obtained  from 
the  ordinary  text  books,  but  they  acquire  a  taste  for  good  literature 
and  form  correct  habits  of  study  and  investigation. 

In  addition  to  the  books  of  reference,  the  library  contains  much 
of  what  is  best  in  English  literature,  and  the  pupils  of  our  schools 
are  reading  our  best  authors  with  great  pleasure  and  profit. 


POTTSVILLE— B.  F.  Patterson. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  just  closed  we  moved  into  the  new 
high  school  building.  This  change  caused  considerable  difference 
in  the  organization  of  the  schools  at  first,  bu1  things  soon  became 
settled  and  the  schools  assumed  their  usual  working  order.  During 
the  year  we  have  been  overcrowded  in  two  of  the  grades,  and  in  con 
sequence  our  directors  have  already  put  an  addition  to  one  of  our 
school  houses,  giving  us  two  more  school  rooms.  The  teachers  for 
these  new  schools  have  already  been  elected. 

Our  school  board  has  purchased  another  building  lot  and  will  put 
up  new  buildings  as  soon  as  the  number  of  pupils  will  warrant  it. 
While  the  compulsory  law  will  not  probably  affect  our  district  very 
much,  yet  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  directors  and  teachers 
to  do  all  in  that  direction  that  the  law  demands. 

We  have  had  a  little  change  in  our  school  commencements  this 
year.  Instead  of  having  three  consecutive  nights  for  grammar  and 
high  school  commencements,  we  held  the  grammar  school  commence- 
ments in  the  day  time,  in  their  respective  school  rooms.  Each  school 
had  its  programme,  which  proved  to  be  very  interesting  and  enter- 
taining to  the  parents  and  friends  who  attended  these  exercises. 

The  high  school  graduated  over  forty  pupils.  The  classes  have  be- 
come so  large  of  late  that  it  was  impossible  to  have  as  many  speak 
as  would  like  to  do  so.  An  arrangement  was  made  this  year  to 
choose  six  pupils  with  the  highest  grade,  and  permit  the  class  to  elect 
six  others,  to  speak  on  commencement  evening. 

In  the  morning  the  class  held  what  they  termed  a  class  day  exer- 
cise. This  was  held  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  and  was  participated 
in  by  the  whole  class,  but  the  speakers  were  from  those  who  were 
not  on  the  evening  programme. 
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READING— Samuel  A.  Baer. 

The  schools  of  our  city  were  open  and  in  operation  during  the  past 
year  191  days,  and  233  teachers  were  employed.  The  number  of 
pupils  on  list  was  10,235,  with  an  average  attendance  of  8,005. 

Our  city  institute  was  held  September  3d  to  7th  inclusive,  and  was 
in  many  respects  the  most  successful  during  my  term  of  service.  It 
has  been  our  custom  to  lay  special  stress  on  some  particular  subject 
or  subjects  at  each  of  the  annual  city  institutes.  During  the  last  one 
special  attention  was  paid  to  physical  culture  and  the  application  of 
science  to  the  work  in  primary  grades.  In  physical  culture  Mrs.  Louise 
Preece,  of  Minneapolis,  was  the  instructor.  Her  system  is  adinira* 
bly  adapted  to  the  school  room,  and  she  herself  is  a  woman  of  won- 
derful magnetism  and  power.  From  the  first  day  of  the  institute 
she  interested  our  teachers,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  over  150  of 
them  signed  a  petition  requesting  her  to  return  and  give  a  complete 
course.  She  returned  and  gave  a  five  weeks'  course  of  training,  with 
satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

Before  the  opening  of  school  in  September,  our  board  of  control 
adopted  physical  culture,  including  military  trainiug,  in  the  following 
form : 

1.  For  the  primary  and  advanced  primary  grades:  Position,  fac- 
ing, marching,  extension  exercises  and  saluting.  That  these  exer- 
cises be  given  daily  during  recess  and  the  period  for  health  exercises, 
and  that  all  be  in  their  simplest  form. 

2.  For  the  secondary  and  advanced  secondary  grades,  in  addition 
to  the  foregoing:  Marking  time,  change  of  step  and  marching  by 
twos.  That  exercises  in  position,  facing  and  extension  be  given 
ten  minutes  each  day,  and  the  additional  exercise  at  least  twice  a 
week,  and  that  the  time  for  these  exercises  be  mainly  during  the 
recess  periods. 

3.  For  the  grammar  schools,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing:  March- 
ing by  twos  and  fours,  turning  and  marching  by  flank.  That  exer- 
cise in  position,  facing  and  extension  be  given  ten  minutes  each  day, 
and  the  additional  exercises  at  least  twice  a  week,  and  that  the  time 
for  these  exercises  be  mainly  during  the  recess  periods. 

4.  For  the  high  schools,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing:  Changing 
directions,  wheeling,  turning  by  twos  and  fours,  and  additional  steps 
from  the  manual  of  arms.  That  these  schools  be  divided  into  squads, 
and  that  each  pupils  receive  at  least  two  drills  a  week,  the  same  as 
a  regular  class  exercise. 
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5.  That  position,  facing  and  extension  exercises  be  regarded  fun- 
damental, and  that  special  stress  be  laid  on  them  in  all  grades. 

These  exercises,  together  with  the  Preece  system,  which  our  teach- 
ers had  studied  and  put  into  practice,  made  a  happy  combination, 
and  resulted  in  much  good  to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  To  our 
teachers  it  brought  better  health,  more  cheerful  school  life  and  easier 
tasks  in  discipline.  For  our  children  it  has  served  to  bring  straighter 
and  stronger  bodies,  and  in  many  ways  to  make  school  life  more  at- 
tractive. Special  stress  has  been  laid  on  posture.  Our  teachers  are 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  children  should  know  how  to  sit,  how  to 
stand  and  how  to  walk,  and  in  many  practical  ways  learn  to  take 
care  of  their  bodies. 

During  the  past  school  year  our  board  of  control  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  new  girls'  high  school  building.  It  is  located  at  Fourth 
and  Court  streets,  where  the  former  building  stood,  and  will  be 
built  of  "King  of  Prussia"  marble,  76  feet  wide,  126  feet  long  and 
three  stories  high.  It  will  contain  an  assembly  room  that  will  seat 
700  pupils,  also  a  library,  a  principal's  office,  a  gymnasium,  a  labora- 
tory, an  art  department,  besides  16  regular  recitation  rooms.  In 
style  and  architecture  it  will  be  a  model,  and  in  every  way  a  conven- 
ient and  well  planned  school  house.  Our  board  of  control  deserves 
much  credit  for  furnishing  our  community  with  so  elegant  and  suita- 
ble building.  It  will  be,  beyond  question,  the  finest  high  school 
building  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  state  that  our  schools  made  satisfactory 
progress  in  the  different  grades  during  the  year,  and  that  I  desire 
to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  faithfulness  and  co-operation  in  the 
work. 


SCRANTON— George  W.  Phillips. 

The  report  of  Scranton  public  schools  is  as  follows: 

Enrolment  of  females 6,824 

Enrolment  of  males 6,243 

Total  enrolment  for  year 13,067 

Average  attendance,  females.  4,247 

Average  attendance,  males,  4.666 

—        Q.013 
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The  whole  number  of  days  attended  by  all  pupils  was  1,650,777. 
The  average  attendance  for  each  child  during  year,  basM  on  the 
whole  enrolment,  was  120  days. 

School  Libraries. 

Nine  schools  report  an  aggregate  of  1,200  volumes.  While  the 
number  in  each  is  low,  yet  one  principal  reports  that  upward  of 
2,200  calls  for  books  were  made  upon  his  small  library  of  300  vol- 
umes, during  the  year,  by  the  pupils  of  his  building. 

Reading  of  Pupils  and  Public  Library. 

In  order  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the  pupils  of  our  public 
schools  were  patronizing  the  public  library,  reports  were  called  for 
from  each  building.  The  total  number  reported  was  1,494.  When 
we  consider  the  short  history  of  the  public  library  in  Scranton,  the 
number  given  is  encouraging. 

If  teachers  will  but  take  an  interest  in  directing  the  reading  of 
their  pupils,  an  incalculable  good  will  be  done  them,  and  the  teachers 
themselves  will  be  greatly  benefited  in  the  knowledge  secured  by 
such  direction.  The  pupils  of  our  schools  must  be  encouraged  in 
the  line  of  good  literature  if  their  characters  are  to  be  strengthened 
and  a  counter  sentiment  created  against  the  weak  and  misleading 
publications  of  the  day. 

Night  Schools. 

Night  schools  were  opened  in  November  for  the  customary  four 
months.  During  the  year  59  teachers  were  employed.  The  largest 
attendance  enrolled  was  2,408  pupils,  of  which  264  were  females. 

Training  School. 

The  training  school  closed  its  fourth  year  with  an  enrolment  of 
twenty-six  young  ladies.  Fifteen  were  in  the  graduating  class.  An 
attendance  of  two  years  after  graduation  from  the  high  school  is  re- 
quired. Year  by  year,  as  the  peculiar  needs  of  the  city  are  noted, 
provision  for  the  same  is  made  in  the  training  school.  When  our 
new  high  school  is  completed,  and  its  courses  of  study  arranged,  we 
hope  to  make  full  provision  for  those  wishing  to  take  a  course  in 
teaching  in  a  normal  school  or  our  training  school. 

City  Institute. 

A   separate  institute  was  held  simultaneously  with   the  county, 
most  of  the  instructors  in  each  alternating  between  the  two.     Here- 
14 
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after  each  will  hold  its  own  institute  at  suitable  seasons  for  each, 
with  regard  to  the  best  adaptation  of  the  work. 

Form  Study  and  Drawing. 

It  has  been  deemed  desirable  thus  far  (fifth  year)  to  direct  the 
work  closely  and  quite  in  detail.  This  has  been  done  by  means  of 
bi-monthly  schedules  or  outlines  suggesting  the  unfolding  of  the 
course  in  daily  lessons.  These  have  been  fully  illustrated  and  typical 
lessons  given  at  teachers^  meetings.  This  plan,  however,  is  not  in- 
tended to  be  permanent.  When  teachers  become  more  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  work,  not  of  their  own  grades  alone,  but  with  that 
of  the  preceding  grades  and  the  sequential  development  of  the  work 
in  grades  beyond,  the  same  freedom  may  be  safely  given  in  this  sub- 
ject as  in  other  studies.  Most  of  the  schools  are  doing  very  credita- 
ble work,  and  to  the  teachers  belongs  all  praise  for  the  courageous 
and  conscientious  surmounting  of  difficulties.  It  means  a  great  deal 
for  men  and  women  who  have  been  teaching  five,  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty  years,  to  take  up  an  unfamiliar  subject,  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  its  essential  points,  give  attention  to  the  required 
details,  and  devote  the  time  necessary  for  the  daily  preparation 
which  must  for  a  long  time  supplement  the  lack  of  experience.  Tht 
degree  of  success  attained  is  due  primarily  to  the  fact  that  the 
teachers  have  themselves  done  the  work  required  of  the  pupils;  the 
value  of  this  personal  training  cannot  be  overestimated.  In  the  next 
few  years  these  teachers  may  hope  to  see  some  of  the  fruits  of  their 
earnest  labor  in  an  added  interest  in  all  school  work,  and  in  the 
habits  of  closer  observation,  more  accurate  judgment,  in  clearness 
of  thought,  readiness  of  expression  and  in  a  love  of  neat,  orderly 
and  beautiful  work  in  all  the  efforts  of  the  school  room.  Drawing 
can  be  made  particularly  helpful  in  geography,  history,  literature, 
botany  find  kindred  studies,  by  giving  greater  freedom  and  power 
in  the  expression  of  thought.  Our  teachers  are  beginning  to  see 
the  vast  possibilities  of  the  work  outside  of  the  regular  drawing 
books,  and  very  gratifying  results  may  be  anticipated. 


SHAMOKTN— William  F.  Harpel. 

The  year  was  marked  by  no  special  innovations.     New  lines  of 
thought  and  work  introduced  last  term  were  carefully  Piuphasizeo. 


and   oxtoudod. 
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Most  prominent  among  the  events  ot  ninety-five  was  the  oecupancy 
of  our  new  high  school  in  the  month  of  April.  The  want  of  a  commo- 
dious and  suitably  arranged  building  for  the  exclusive  use  of  high 
school  work  has  been  felt  for  some  time,  and  our  progressive  board 
of  education  met  the  demand  by  erecting  a  fine  large  edifice  upon  the 
grounds  south  of  the  academy  school.  The  structure,  which  is  four 
stories  high,  is  built  of  pressed  brick,  trimmed  with  Indiana  lime- 
stone, and  surmounted  by  a  large  observatory  for  astronomical  pur- 
poses. The  first,  or  Eighth  street  floor,  is  occupied  by  the  cozily 
arranged  offices  of  the  superintendent,  and  the  large  and  hand- 
somely furnished  rooms  of  the  board  of  education.  A  fine,  large 
study  hall  and  assembly  room,  which  is  nicely  finished  and  furnished, 
having  a  seating  capacity  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  is 
found  on  the  second,  or  Grant  street,  floor.  Four  recitation  rooms, 
a  chemical  and  physical  laboratory,  a  library  and  the  principal's 
office  occupy  the  third  floor,  while  the  fourth  story  is  devoted  to 
manual  training  rooms  and  a  gymnasium.  In  the  observatory  which 
crowns  the  structure,  will  be  found  a  fine,  large  telescope  of  the 
latest  French  manufacture.  The  building  is  first  class  in  every  re- 
spect, and  our  board  of  directors  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
success  of  their  labors. 

The  work  of  our  high  school  has  greatly  improved  since  being  so 
nicely  housed  in  their  new  school  home.  A  class  of  forty  young 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  six  of  whom  took  the  commercial  course,  was 
graduated  at  our  annual  commencement  in  June.  The  new  curri- 
culum provides  for  four  years  of  study  in  the  classical,  Latin-scien- 
tific, English-scientific,  normal  or  teachers',  industrial  and  art 
courses;  and  three  years  of  study  in  the  commercial  course.  The 
classical  course  prepares  students  for  any  of  our  first-class  colleges. 

Our  board  has  now  under  consideration  the  erection  of  the  Grant 
school,  a  twenty-four  room  building,  to  be  erected  upon  the  Wicker- 
sham  property,  in  the  Second  ward.  It  will  be  heated  and  ventilated 
by  the  latest  Smead  system,  and  entirely  first-class  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments. 

The  sessions  of  our  teachers'  institute  during  the  year  were  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest  and  profit.  As  a  basis  for  study  and 
discussion,  we  used  "Educational  Foundations,"  and  found  them 
very  helpful  to  us  all.  The  general  work  of  our  meetings  was  con- 
ducted under  the  departments  of  science,  literature  and  music.  A 
teacher  well  versed  in  the  work,  was  appointed  by  the  superintend- 
ent as  chairman  of  each  of  the  several  departments,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  selecting  his  own  committee  to  assist  in  planning  and  pre- 
paring the  subject  matter  for  our  Instruction  and  entertainment. 
Many  pleasant  and  profitable  periods  did  we  spend  together  in  this 
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departmental  work,  and  lasting  impressions  were  made  in  the  lines 
of  general  culture. 

In  the  matter  of  promotions,  we  dispensed  with  our  usual  semi- 
annual examinations  and  placed  more  stress  upon  regular  school 
work.  Class  work,  monthly  reviews,  attendance  and  general  deport- 
ment, together  with  the  results  of  the  final  examinations,  conducted 
by  the  superintendent  at  the  close  of  the  school  year,  formed  our 
basis  of  classification.  Examinations  may  be  an  evil,  but  if  flexible, 
broad-gauged,  and  carefully  conducted,  they  certainly  have  some 
redeeming  qualities  in  determining  general  results.  The  golden 
mean  between  regular  school  work  and  annual  tests  seems  to  be  the 
fairest  and  best  upon  which  to  base  the  pupil's  fitness  for  advance 
ment  to  higher  grades,  which  after  all  is  easily  determined  with  a 
corps  of  earnest,  honest  teachers,  who  are  in  a  position  to  know  the 
capacities  and  peculiarities  of  their  pupils  better  than  any  one  else. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  their 
many  courtesies,  our  board  of  directors  for  their  hearty  and  earnest 
support  and  sympathy,  and  the  corps  of  teachers  for  their  kind  co- 
operation in  our  efforts  to  advance  the  educational  interests  of  our 
uiils  and  bovs. 


SHARON— J.  W.  Canon. 

Educational  foundations  are  being  studied  more  thoroughly  by  the 
teachers  of  to-day  than  by  any  of  their  predecessors.  Correlation 
and  concentration  of  studies  are  receiving  the  attention  of  the  educa- 
tional giants,  and  the  fruits  of  this  study  and  discussion  will  be  seen 
in  improved  courses  of  study,  and  clearer  notions  of  the  educational 
values  of  the  different  branches  of  study.  The  general  public  also  is 
at  this  time  more  interested  in  the  cause  of  education  than  ever  be- 
fore. One  of  the  evidences  of  this  interest  is  seen  in  the  unusually 
large  number  of  educational  measures  proposed  in  our  Legislature 
recently  adjourned.  Much  of  this  proposed  legislation  was  de- 
servedly defeated,  and  the  people  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
fact  that  so  much  that  was  bad  failed,  and  ithat  the  educational  mea- 
sures enacted  into  laws  were  generally  steps  in  the  right  direction. 
The  law  enforcing  attendance  at  school  unless  excused  by  the  school 
directors,  is  not  what  many  of  the  friends  of  the  principle  desire,  but 
31  is  a  recognition  of  the  idea  that  when  the  State  taxes  the  people  to 
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provide  schools  with  every  equipment  for  the  work,  that  it  is  also  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  see  that  the  children  are  present  to  receive  the 
instruction  thus  provided.  The  weak  spots  in  the  law  will  be  more 
fully  apparent  after  experience,  and  can  be  strengthened  by  future 
legislatures.  What  will  be  accomplished  under  the  law  in  its  present 
form  is  of  course  unknown,  but  a  discouraging  feature  of  the  situa- 
tion is  the  pretty  general  opinion  that  the  law  will  not  be  enforced. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  school  official  of  the  State  who  has  sworn 
to  "discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  with  fidelity,"  will  in  conformity 
with  that  oath  see  that  all  school  laws  are  enforced. 

The  School  Department  deserves  much  praise  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  the  high  school  question  has  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  public.  If  this  vigorous  discussion  is  continued,  the  high 
school  will  not  much  longer  remain  an  "unknown  quantity"  in  the 
educational  system  of  our  State.  The  question  of  liberal  appropria- 
tions from  the  State  for  districts  maintaining  high  schools  that  are 
up  to  the  standard,  must  be  kept  before  the  people  till  it  is  enacted 
into  law. 

During  the  past  year  our  schools  have  moved  along  on  about  the 
same  general  plan  as  in  former  years.  Two  new  departures  might 
be  mentioned:  "Vertical  writing"  was  adopted  for  the  primary 
grades,  and  a  few  schools  of  the  more  advanced  grade.  The  experi- 
ment was  so  successful  that  it  is  expected  that  the  system  will  be 
adopted  for  all  grades  the  coming  year.  Experience  has  shown  that 
the  claim  that  it  is  "easy  to  learn,"  "easy  to  write,"  and  "easy  to 
read,"  is  well  founded. 

The  synthetic  sound  system  of  teaching  reading  has  been  experi- 
mented upon  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  method  has  been 
in  use  in  a  few  schools  for  two  years,  and  the  results  seem  to  justify 
every  reasonable  claim  that  has  been  made  for  it.  Instead  of  leaving 
the  pupil  helpless  in  the  presence  of  the  new  word,  so  that  he  must 
wait  for  the  teacher  to  pronounce  it  for  him,  he  is  given  the  power  to 
"translate"  the  written  word  into  the  oral  word  without  help  from 
the  teacher.  Most  of  the  words  in  our  First  readers,  and  many  in 
our  Second  readers,  are  known  orally  by  the  child  before  he  goes  to 
school.  These  words  being  in  the  child's  vocabulary,  their  meanings 
are  well  understood.  Only  the  ability  to  interpret  the  written  or 
printed  word  is  lacking.  This  method  gives  him  the  power  to  help 
himself.  Much  time  is  saved,  better  expression  obtained,  and  better 
results  in  spelling  are  secured. 
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SHENANDOAH— Martin  P.  Whitaker. 

We  have  just  closed  a  very  busy  school  year  with  satisfactory  re 
suits.  We  have  not  been  visited  this  year  by  any  epidemics  and  our 
vaccination  troubles  have  ceased.  We  have  had  nothing  very  serious 
to  contend  against  from  outside  but  the  hard  times,  and  that  blessing 
in  the  guise  of  free  text-books  minimized  the  evil  so  far  as  it  con- 
cerned our  schools.  As  a  result  of  these  circumstances  we  have  had 
the  largest  and  most  regular  attendance  in  our  history. 

The  term  was  our  third  of  ten  months  and  our  second  with  free 
text-books.  Our  experience  proves  that  these  have  been  the  most 
important  steps  taken  in  many  years  for  the  improvement  of  our 
schools.  Under  them  our  average  monthly  enrolment  has  increased 
seven  per  cent,  and  what  is  more  striking,  the  average  monthly  enrol- 
ment in  our  high  and  grammar  school  grades  has  increased  thirty  per 
cent,  necessitating  the  employment  of  an  additional  teacher  in  the 
high  school  and  the  establishment  of  two  additional  grammar  schools. 
Thus,  more  and  better  work  bus  been  accomplished  under  these  con- 
ditions. 

We  have  had  nine  evening  schools  in  operation  and  fairly  well  at- 
tended during  a  term  of  four  months.  More  than  the  usual  amount 
of  good  was  accomplished  by  these  schools,  but  the  results  were  not 
as  satisfactory  as  we  desire  to  secure.  This  is  mostly  owing  to  the 
fact  that  we  are  compelled  to  employ  inexperienced  teachers  because 
good,  experienced  teachers  can  not  afford  to  stay  with  us  for  a  term 
of  only  four  months  at  a  salary  of  $100.  We  can  not  hope  to  remedy 
this  until  we  can  afford  to  put  more  money  into  the  work. 

During  the  year  about  $1,000  worth  of  apparatus  was  purchased 
and  placed  in  the  schools. 

To  provide  for  our  increased  attendance  a  new  four  room  building 
is  in  course  of  construction  and  will  be  ready  for  the  coming  term, 
and  a  site  has  been  secured  for  another,  which  is  to  be  erected  in  the 
near  future. 

Our  library  has  received  considerable  attention  during  the  year. 
Two  hundred  and  sixteen  new  volumes  were  purchased  and  271  old 
volumes  were  rebound.  There  are  now  3,200  volumes  on  our  shelves. 
Our  year's  work  shows  14,812  distributions,  not  counting  second  or 
third  renewals.  The  patronage  has  been  very  large  and  the  school 
board  deserves  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  success  of  this  work. 
Most  of  the  best  and  choicest  literature  of  our  language  is  thus 
placed  within  reach  of  our  people  and  our  schools,  and  all  have  ample 
opportunity   to  acquire  instruction,  information  and  entertainment 
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through  this  channel.  To  keep  up  this  good  work  much  labor,  care 
and  expense  are  required;  but  all  concerned  feel  amply  repaid  when 
they  consider  the  beneficial  results  accruing  to  our  people  and  our 
schools,  as  evidenced  by  the  appreciation  of  our  large  number  of 
patrons. 

Our  school  board  has  already  commenced  to  do  good  work  for  the 
coming  year,  and  two  of  their  latest  acts  indicate  their  spirit  and  ear- 
nestness. All  of  the  old  teachers  who  applied  have  been  re-appoint- 
ed, and,  notwithstanding  that  indications  point  to  a  straitened  condi- 
tion of  our  finances  for  the  coming  year,  our  ten  months'  term  will  be 
maintained. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  school  board,  the  teachers,  and 
the  State  Department  for  the  co-operation,  courtesy  and  assistance 
which  I  have  received  during  the  year. 


SOUTH  BETHLEHEM— Owen  R.  Wilt. 

1  am  glad  to  report  that  our  school  buildings,  their  surroundings* 
furniture,  apparatus  and  supplies  receive  careful  attention.  In  but 
very  few  instances  the  teachers  have  not  properly  looked  after  prop- 
erly placed  in  their  charge.  All  our  school  rooms  are  well  lighted 
and  ventilated  and  regularly  disinfected.  The  surroundings  of  the 
buildings  are  beautiful  and  inviting.  Directors,  teachers  and  jan- 
itors have  learned  that  carved  fences,  bare  and  unsightly  yards,  de- 
faced walls  of  outhouses  and  school  rooms,  scratched,  mutilated  and 
ink-daubed  desks,  torn  or  cut  up  pieces  of  apparatus  or  littered 
floors,  are  poor  recommendations  of  ability  to  discipline  and  control  a 
school.  Inattention  to  these  particulars  on  the  part  of  those  in 
charge  is  inexcusable. 

Our  pupils  are  well  supplied  with  reading  matter,  libraries  having 
been  established  in  the  high,  grammar  and  secondary  departments. 
Supplementary  readers  are  furnished  for  all  the  grades. 

Language  teaching,  so  often  regarded  the  driest  and  most  difficult 
of  all  school  work,  is  receiving  special  attention  in  our  schools,  and  1 
dare  say,  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  studies  in  our  course.  To  fa- 
cilitate the  teachers'  work  in  this  study,  the  board  has  provided  for 
each  school  room  a  small  library  consisting  of  books  on  "Primary 
Reproduction  Lessons,"  "Stories  for  Children,"  "Animal  Memoirs," 
"Pictures  and  Stories  of  Animals,"  "Plant  Study  for  Children,"  "An- 
imal Life  on  Land  and  Sea,"  etc.     Lessons  from  these  books  are  read 
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or  related  by  the  teacher  and  reproduced  both  orally  and  in  writing 
by  the  pupils.  Pupils  are  encouraged  to  collect  specimens  of  plants, 
minerals  and  animals  and  give  descriptions  of  them;  from  this  may 
be  inferred  that  the  study  of  nature  is  not  overlooked  in  our  school 
curriculum.  Let  it  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  primary  object 
of  nature  study  is  not  merely  that  the  children  may  acquire  a  know- 
ledge of  plants,  minerals  and  animals.  The  first  purpose  of  the  work 
ia  to  interest  them  in  nature.  This  must  be  done  before  other  desir- 
able results  can  be  obtained.  The  second  purpose  is  to  train  and  de- 
velop the  minds  of  the  children;  to  cause  them  to  see,  reason  and 
tell:  to  require  the  habit  of  investigating  carefully,  and  of  making 
clear,  truthful  statements,  and  to  cultivate  a  taste  for  original  inves- 
tigation. The  final  purpose  is  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  which, 
however,  must  be  gained  by  actual  experience.  While  we  teach  the 
elements  of  the  various  sciences  we  at  the  same  time  teach  language 
and  penmanship,  for  all  written  work  must  be  carefully  and  neatly 
executed. 

Discipline  in  our  schools  is  for  the  most  part  excellent.  The  best 
discipline  is  maintained  by  those  teachers  who  know  how  to  keep 
their  pupils  judiciously  employed.  To  aid  in  maintaining  good, 
wholesome  discipline  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  pupils  the  neces- 
sary physical  exercise,  the  board  has  placed  in  charge  of  the  teachers 
several  excellent  works  on  "School  Gymnastics,"  and  ''Physical  Edu- 
cation." 

Both  moral  and  physical  training  have  received  considerable  at- 
tention during  the  past  term. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  am  glad  to  state  that  our  school  board  has 
not  been  found  wanting  in  complying  with  all  proper  requests  for 
the  advancement  of  our  schools,  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  teach- 
ers and  pupils. 


SOUTH  EASTON— S.  E.  Shall. 

Everybody  connected  with  the  schools  of  this  borough  has  been 
busy  this  year.  By  means  of  a  system  of  reviews  and  comparisons 
svc  have  succeeded  In  having  both  teachers  and  pupils  make  a  strong 
and  uninterrupted  pull  from  the  first,  until  the  last  day  of  the  year. 
Incidentally,  too,  the  system  has  been  the  means  of  securing  the  high- 
est percentage  of  attendance  during  the  period  of  our  sojourn  here 
of  fifteen  vears. 
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Ai  our  late  commencement  a  class  of  twenty-nine  was  graduated, 
sixteen  young  ladies  and  thirteen  young  men.  Five  of  the  latter 
intend  entering  college  and  one  of  the  former,  the  East  Stroudsburg 
Normal.  The  school  authorities  are  erecting  a  building  of  eight 
rooms  on  one  of  our  commanding  hill  tops.  We  believe  it  will  prove 
the  most  handsome,  most  convenient,  the  best  heated  and  ventilated 
building  in  the  county.  After  the  completion  of  this  building,  our 
pupils  will  be  housed  in  buildings  of  comparatively  recent  design. 

With  this  report,  I  conclude  my  labors  in  this  community.  I  can 
not  say  that  I  have  found  any  pleasure  in  resigning  as  superinten- 
dent of  this  borough.  Our  work  of  nearly  fifteen  years  here,  though 
hard,  has  been  a  work  of  pleasure.  I  would  not  know  where  a  more 
thoroughly  loyal  body  of  teachers  could  be  found  than  ours  have 
been.  By  reason  of  our  having  but  little  money  to  expend  for  appa- 
ratus of  any  kind,  the  teachers  have  been  compelled  to  do  an  amount 
of  work  which  certainly  merits  the  warmest  commendation  of  this 
community. 

I  desire,  too,  to  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  the  directors 
of  this  town,  as  a  body,  have  been  wide  awake,  sympathizing  and  ear- 
nest men.  We  shall  not  forget  that  during  all  the  years  spent  in  this 
borough,  we  have  not  had  an  unpleasant  word  spoken  to  us  by  a  sin- 
gle director.  Finally,  T  feel  under  many  obligations  to  the  educa- 
tional authorities  of  the  State,  for  the  many  acts  of  courtesy  shown 
us  on  occasions  when  instruction  and  advice  were  desirable. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 

The  school  term  ending  June  1  was  without  any  marked  change 
from  former  years.  The  course  of  study  was  slightly  modified  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  whereby  drawing  was  introduced  in  the  second 
li'rade  instead  of  in  the  third,  and  the  high  school  course  enriched 
by  the  incorporation  of  a  few  additional  branches. 

Another  phase  of  work  that  has  been  a  part  of  our  curriculum  for 
several  years,  received  more  attention  during  the  year  than  formerly, 
namely,  the  study  of  natural  objects  and  natural  phenomena.  The 
great  modern  tendency  in  education  is  to  lumber  down  the  course  of 
study  by  continually  adding  thereto,  and  never  subtracting  there- 
from. In  re-arranging  our  course,  we  endeavored,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  enrich  it  by  substituting  and  re-arranging  rather  than  by  enlarg- 
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ing.  Three  objects  were  kept  in  mind  in  outlining  the  work  in  the 
study  of  nature  for  the  primary  grades.  1.  The  cultivation  of  a  love 
of  nature.  2.  The  securing  of  the  power  of  accurate  observation;  and 
3.  The  developing  of  the  ability  to  record  the  results  of  observation. 
All  of  these  can  be  reasonably  expected  in  a  well  taught  school. 
They  are  results  that  should  be  aimed  at  even  if  a  less  amount  of  time 
be  devoted  to  numbers,  and  the  unnecessary  details  of  geography. 
If  the  purpose  were  to  produce  naturalists,  it  might  be  necessary  to 
place  an  Agassiz  in  every  teacher's  chair,  but  this  is  not  the  aim, 
consequently  a  teacher  that  has  caught  something  of  the  spirit  of  an 
Agassiz  can  do  much  to  lead  her  pupils  to  appreciate  the  fact  that 
"Earth's  crammed  with  beauty,  and  every  bush  afire  with  God." 

A  change  was  also  made  in  the  method  of  presenting  the  subject  of 
vocal  music.  In  former  years  one  of  the  regular  class  teachers  had 
charge  of  the  work.  It  was  his  duty  to  meet  the  teachers  twice  a 
month  and  outline  the  work  for  them  and  give  instruction  in  the  sub- 
ject. His  time  wras  so  occupied  with  his  regular  classroom  duties 
that  he  was  not  permitted  to  supervise  the  teaching  by  visiting  the 
various  rooms.  This  year  this  was  changed  so  that  he  spent  a 
period  once  a  week  in  each  room.  The  beneficial  effects  of  the 
change  were  very  apparent.  The  skill  that  the  regular  teachers  had 
acquired  through  an  experience  of  three  or  four  years  in  teaching 
the  subject  as  previously  outlined,  made  them  very  efficient  in  fol- 
lowing up  the  weekly  drills  by  the  special  teacher  this  year.  Much 
credit  is  duo  them  and  the  special  teacher,  for  the  thorough  work 
they  have  done  in  this  important  branch  of  study. 

The  wrork  of  the  year  was  in  the  line  of  healthy  progress,  and  com- 
pares favorably  wTith  the  record  of  previous  years.  The  teachers 
were  faithful  to  their  responsible  trusts,  and  as  a  rule  took  advantage 
of  their  opportunities  for  improvement.  Two  years  ago,  the  prin- 
ciples of  education  were  made  the  basis  of  work  in  our  regular 
teachers'  meetings.  During  the  past  year  the  history  of  education 
was  made  the  subject  of  study  by  our  entire  corps  of  teachers.  A 
number  of  valuable  works  were  added  to  the  teachers'  department  of 
our  library,  many  of  which  were  utilized  in  the  investigation  of  the 
subject.  To  secure  harmony  and  efficiency  in  a  system  of  graded 
schools,  the  teachers'  general  meetings  and  grade  conferences,  are 
indispensable. 

The  great  industrial  depression  of  the  last  few  years  so  operated 
against  the  finances  of  the  borough  that  a  year  ago  the  board  very 
reluctantly  reduced  the  salaries  of  the  teachers.  It  is  a  pleasure, 
however,  to  report  that  no  sooner  did  business  begin  to  revive  than 
the  salaries  were  increased  to  what  they  were  before  the  reduction, 
thus  showing  the  commendable  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  board 
to  do  the  best  for  all  concerned. 
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SUNBURY— C.  D.  Oberdorf. 

No  material  changes  have  been  made  in  the  regulations  of  our 
schools  since  my  last  final  report.  The  grading  and  course  of  study 
remain  essentially  as  they  were  last  year  in  all  the  departments  below 
the  high  school.  The  curriculum  in  this  department  has  been  some- 
what extended.  Latin,  elective,  is  continued  throughout  the  course, 
and  general  history  has  been  added. 

The  attendance  in  all  grades  was  better  this  year  than  ever  before, 
and  consequently  more  thorough  and  more  uniform  work  was  ac- 
complished. 

All  our  schools  are  well  supplied  with  modern  furniture,  charts, 
globes,  maps,  etc.,  but  the  buildings  erected  many  years  ago,  and  en- 
larged from  time  to  time  as  the  school  population  increased,  are 
not  well  adapted  to  our  needs,  being  heated  by  stoves,  ventilated 
largely  by  the  windows,  and  lacking  in  the  comforts,  conveniences 
and  sanitary  arrangements  so  necessary  for  best  school  work.  We 
hope  to  see  them  replaced  by  new  buildings  in  the  near  future,  con- 
taining all  the  modern  appliances  for  the  health,  comfort,  con- 
venience and  well-being  of  our  teachers  and  pupils. 

A  new  substantial  two-room  brick  building,  properly  heated  and 
ventilated  by  a  good  modern  method,  will  be  erected  during  the  com- 
ing summer  for  the  accommodation  of  the  primary  and  secondary 
grade  pupils  of  the  Sixth  ward. 

Last  year  we  added  one  more  teacher  to  our  corps,  and  two,  at 
leapt,  will  be  added  during  the  coming  school  year. 

A  change  of  policy  with  reference  to  school  examinations  as  a. 
basis  of  promotion  was  effected  last  year,  and  this  departure  has 
proven  to  be  a  movement  in  the  direct  line  of  progress.  Periodic  and 
final  examinations  as  specific  tests  of  the  pupil's  fitness  for  promo- 
tion, have  been  abandoned,  whilst  the  object  they  were  intended  to 
accomplish,  has  been  fairly  reached  through  the  average  class  stand- 
ing of  the  pupils  as  deduced  from  the  records  of  daily  class  work. 
Pi.pils  are  thus  led  to  feel  that  the  character  of  each  recitation  be- 
comes a  factor  of  some  value  in  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  his  or 
her  promotion,  and  are  consequently  more  regular  in  attendance, 
more  energetic,  more  wide  awake  in  recitation,  and,  as  a  result,  are 
better  and  more  thorough  students. 

Our  school  yards  are  too  small  to  be  used  as  play  grounds,  and 
for  this  and  other  reasons,  we  have  for  a  number  of  years  dispensed 
with  the  recess  period,  devoting  from  five  to  ten  minutes  during  each 
session  to  calisthenics  or  some  other  light  physical  exercise;    the 
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doors  and  windows  meanwhile  being  opened,  and  the  rooms  thor- 
oughly ventilated.  The  plan  has  worked  well,  and  our  teachers  have 
no  desire  to  restore  the  recess  period. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  on  every  alternate  Monday  evening 
from  half-past  four  to  six  o'clock.  The  practical  side  of  school  work 
was  carefully  looked  after,  reports  were  received  from  the  teachers, 
difficulties  concerning  school  government  and  topics  bearing  upon 
the  actual  work  in  progress  in  our  schools,  received  marked  atten- 
tion. Our  teachers  also  read  White's  School  Management,  and  all 
were  subscribers  for  "Educational  Foundations,"  published  by  Kel- 
k  gg  &  Co.  Both  of  these  were  found  very  helpful  and  will  be  con 
tinned  during  the  coming  school  year. 

Our  board  of  directors  have  already  (June  11th)  shown  their  ap- 
proval of  the  work  of  last  year,  by  re-electing  the  entire  corps  of 
teachers  for  a  nine  months'  term,  to  begin  on  the  first  Monday  of 
September. 

Fifteen  of  those  now  employed  by  the  board  arc  graduates  of  the 
liigh  school.  Our  graduates  are  encouraged  to  fit  themselves  for  the 
profession,  and  three  of  those  who  apply  are  elected  as  supply 
teachers.  They  are  required  to  spend  at  least  one  day  of  each  week 
in  the  schools,  teaching  when  requested  by  the  person  in  charge  or 
when  directed  by  the  superintendent. 

They  are  expected  to  thoroughly  familiarize  themselves  with  the 
daily  program  and  with  the  duties  required  in  the  lower  two  grades, 
and  when  natural  aptitude  is  shown,  and  they  prove  successful  as 
supply  teachers  they  are  elected  when  vacancies  occur  to  serve  in 
the  regular  corps  of  teachers. 

We  have  found  this  plan  to  work  well,  and  most  of  our  present 
corps  of  instructors  are  doing  very  satisfactory,  successful  and 
efficient  work. 

Our  schools  offer  a  broad  field  of  advantage  to  the  children  enter- 
ing them,  and  the  disposition  of  all  in  any  way  connected  with  school 
work,  whether  parents,  teachers  or  directors,  seems  to  be,  to  raise 
them  to  a  higher  degree  of  efficiency  and  usefulness. 

The  prosperity  of  our  high  school  has  continued;  the  progress 
made  by  the  several  classes  was  very  gratifying  and  encouraging  to 
the  teachers,  and  the  work  of  the  year  culminated  in  the  thirteenth 
annual  commencement,  when  a  class  of  twenty-seven,  the  largest 
th;;f  has  ever  graduated,  held  their  exercises  in  the  presence  of  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  appreciative  audiences  ever  assembled  in  the 
opera  house. 

The  number  of  graduates  who  have  received  the  high  school  di- 
ploma, since  the  time  of  the  first  annual  commencement,  is  two  hun- 
dred and  twelve.     Our  course  of  study  in  this  department  is  gradu- 
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ally  broadening,  the  number  of  students  is  increasing,  and  in  a  new- 
central  high  school  building,  with  increased  facilities  for  teaching, 
we  hope  to  make  it  second  to  none  in  this  locality.  This  building 
will,  in  all  probability,  be  erected  next  year. 

Special  acknowledgments  are  due  the  members  of  the  school 
board,  who,  while  never  extravagant,  have  contributed  largely  to 
the  success  of  our  schools  by  their  generous  treatment  of  the  teach- 
ers, and  their  liberal  supply  of  whatever  was  actually  needed  for  the 
proper  work  of  the  school  room;  to  the  teachers  who  have  so 
earnestly  co-operated  in  endeavoring  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
public  schools  of  this  city;  to  the  parents  and  patrons  for  encourage- 
ment received  and  for  aid  extended  in  my  efforts  to  promote  the  in- 
terests entrusted  to  my  care.  Under  such  conditions,  continued 
prosperity  may  be  anticipated. 


TAMAQUA— K.  F.  Ditchburn. 

I  desire  to  lay  before  you  some  of  our  joys  of  the  past  term;  our 
joys  have  been  so  much  in  excess  of  our  sorrows  that  I  will  say 
nothing  about  the  latter.  We  have  had  a  very  successful  term.  All 
along  the  line  of  school  work  there  has  been  a  forward  movement. 
The  number  of  pupils  is  on  the  increase,  and  continued  good  order 
and  intellectual  advancement  are  evident  in  our  schools.  This  has 
to  a  great  extent  been  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  the 
spirit  of  humanity  into  our  work,  by  the  teachers  treating  their  pu- 
pils as  beings  possessing  like  natures  with  ourselves;  in  fact,  a  kind 
of  people  who  ought  to  receive  a  kinder  and  more  considerate  treat- 
ment than  those  of  larger  growth.  Whatever  else  our  teachers  may 
have  put  into  their  work,  I  am  sure  that  a  large  share  of  sympathy 
and  kindness  has  been  there,  and  the  fruits  of  these  are  strikingly  evi- 
dent in  the  general  good  behavior  of  our  pupils — "What  ye  sow  that 
ye  will  reap." 

At  the  beginning  of  next  term,  we  expect  to  get  into  our  new 
building  and  we  will  then  have  eight  more  schools.  Just  think  of 
it;  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  our  schools.  No 
more  crowding  of  pupils  like  sardines  in  a  box,  for  the  rooms  in  our 
uew  building  will  only  allow  forty  pupils  to  the  teacher,  and  the  new 
will  set  the  fashion  to  the  old,  and  our  teachers  will  have  more  time 
to  give  to  their  legitimate  work — that  of  teaching — instead  of  wast- 
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ing  their  strength  for  naught  trying  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos  in 
schools  where  the  number  of  pupils  range  from  GO  to  130.  I  think 
the  age  of  ignorance  in  school  economy  has  passed  away.  Peace  to 
its  ashes;  may  it  never  have  a  resurrection. 

Our  community  ought  to  thank  our  school  board  for  the  great  work 
they  have  done.  They  have  given  us  a  building  with  eight  rooms, 
wide  halls  and  stairways;  the  most  modern  system  of  heating  and 
ventilation;  in  fact,  the  building  is  everything  that  intelligence  and 
a  wise  economy  could  make  it,  and  we  now  have  a  school  building 
second  to  none  in  Schuylkill  county.  May  every  school  district  of 
Pennsylvania  be  blessed  with  school  directors  like  ours. 

With  such  an  increase  of  school  facilities  we  will  have  a  better 
chance  to  advance  our  pupils  more  rapidly,  and  to  meet  the  demand, 
the  course  of  study  has  been  greatly  extended.  The  following  new 
branches  have  been  added:  Latin,  rhetoric,  chemistry,  zoology,  geol- 
ogy and  physical  geography.  These,  together  with  botany,  physics, 
German,  mathematics  and  the  common  school  branches,  comprise 
our  curriculum.  Our  high  school  course  will  require  four  years  to 
complete  it. 

On  the  evening  of  June  27th  we  held  our  commencement  exercises, 
when  nine  of  our  pupils  were  presented  with  diplomas.  This  was 
the  best  commencement  we  have  ever  held.  The  essays  were  good 
and  well  given,  and  the  music  was  good,  aud  the  crowd  of  friends 
was  large  and  sympathetic. 


TITUSVILLE— R.  D.  Crawford. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  school  year  just  ended,  I  find  myself 
disposed  to  extend  the  usual  compliments  to  every  one  connected 
with  my  work.  Directors  have  been  thoughtful,  teachers  earnest, 
patrons  loyal,  and  pupils  obedient.  Our  enrolment  shows  a  slight 
increase  over  last  year,  especially  in  the  upper  grades.  The  anti- 
cigarette  resolutions  passed  by  our  board,  and  also  the  anti-cigarette 
league  organized  in  the  grammar  schools,  have  done  much  good. 

A  class  in  cooking  organized  by  Mrs.  E.  K.  Moody  in  the  high 
school,  and  also  a  class  in  sewing  by  Miss  C.  S.  Sumner,  were  inter- 
esting and  profitable.  It  is  hoped  that  they  may  open  the  way  for  a 
complete  school  of  manual  training  in  the  near  future,  one  good  citi- 
zen having  already  signified  his  desire  to  further  such  an  enterprise 
by  private  means. 
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Our  high  school  graduated  forty  pupils  this  year,  which  was  the 
largest  and  one  of  the  best  qualified  classes  ever  given  diplomas  by 
our  school. 

The  work  of  our  high  school  has  been  strengthened  by  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  course  of  study,  which  will  go  into  operation 
when  school  opens  in  September  next: 

First  Year. 

(R)  Algebra  three,  and  (R)  arithmetic  two  recitations  per  week. 
(R)  Grammar  followed  by  (R)  rhetoric  four  recitations  per  week. 
Physical  Geog.,  two,  and  book  keeping  two  recitations  per  week. 
Latin  five,  or  German  five  recitations  per  week. 

Second  Year. 

(R)  Algebra  five  recitations  per  week. 

(R)  Literature  two,  and  (R)  history  two  recitations  per  week. 
Zoology,  followed  by  botany,  four  recitations  per  week. 
Latin  five  or  German  five  recitations  per  week. 

Third  Year. 

(R)  Geometry  five  recitations  per  week. 

(R)  Literature  two  and  (R)  History  two  recitations  per  week. 
(R)  Chemistry  followed  by  physiology  four  recitations  per  week. 
Latin  five  or  German  five  recitations  per  week. 

Fourth  Year. 

(R)  Physics  four  recitations  per  week. 

(R)  Literature  and  civil  government  each  two  per  week. 

(R)  Astronomy  followed  by  (R)  geology  each  four  per  week. 

Latin  five  or  German  five  recitations  per  week. 

Drawing  and  music  throughout  the  course. 

Rhetorical  exercises  throughout  the  course. 

Candidates  for  graduation  are  required  to  complete  in  a  satisfac- 
tory manner  all  branches  marked  (R)  above,  and  are  additional  in 
each  year. 

The  State  Superintendent  deserves  much  praise  for  his  able  de- 
fense of  needed  school  legislation,  and  for  his  vigorous  opposition  to 
needless  laws. 
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^YEST  CHESTEK— Addison  Jones. 

The  new  building  containing  thirteen  rooms  is  completed,  and  will 
be  occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September.  It  is  placed 
on  an  eminence  on  a  three-acre  plot  of  ground.  The  directors  took 
especial  care  to  provide  proper  heating,  ventilating  and  seating  ar- 
rangements. During  the  year  the  high  school  rooms  were  changed 
somewhat  to  introduce  the  fan  system  of  ventilation.  The  changes 
were  made  at  small  expense,  and  the  ventilation  is  now  entirely  sat- 
isfactory. 

The  method  of  having  critical  reading  done  systematically,  as  out- 
lined in  last  year's  report,  was  continued  with  a  few  modifications. 
The  results  are  gratifying.  Visitors  to  our  schools  have  frequently 
noticed  the  interest  and  the  intelligence  with  which  the  pupils  dis- 
cuss authors  and  their  principal  works.  A  pupil  reading  a  book  has 
companionship  in  its  characters,  and  finds  food  for  advanced  though! 
in  the  printed  page.  With  careful  choice  of  books  and  wise  direction 
in  reading,  the  character  and  the  thought  of  the  reading  become  as 
much  a  part  of  the  life  of  the  pupil  as  the  persons  he  meets  or  the 
conversation  he  hears.  If  we  teach  the  pupil  how  to  select  his  read- 
ing and  how  to  read  intelligently,  much  will  be  done  in  forming  char- 
acter and  moulding  for  citizenship. 

Arbor  days  were  observed,  in  all  the  schools.  Many  trees  and 
shrubs  were  planted  at  the  homes  of  the  pupils.  The  Tree  Culture 
Association  of  the  high  school  is  working  earnestly  to  arouse  interest 
in  tree  culture  in  this  community,  and  forest  preservation  through- 
out the  Slate.  It  is  right  that  the  school  children  should  be  inter- 
ested in  forest  preservation  and  land  reservation  for  forestry  pur- 
poses, for  upon  these  coming  citizens  will  the  blight  fall  if 
nothing  is  done.  If  the  pupils  and  teachers  in  the  schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania are  thoroughly  aroused  by  the  dangers  arising  from  forest 
fires  and  the  denudation  of  untillable  land,  and  the  pupils  as  thor- 
oughly taught  the  comforts  and  blessings  that  will  surely  come  from 
the  protection  of  trees  and  forest  lands,  there  will  be  a  force  at 
work  that  will  change  public  sentiment;  legislators  will  find  it 
politic  and  safe  to  provide  means  for  the  protection  of  the  forests  on 
mountain  sides,  as  a  goodly  heritage  for  the  people,  whose  rights  they 
are  to  conserve. 

In  our  primary  schools  we  have  lor  years  promoted  pupils  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  teachers.  In  other  grades  promotions  are 
made  at  any  time  when  pupils  are  sufficiently  advanced  to  do  next 
grade  work.     For  the  promotion  mark  at  the  end  of  the  term,  we 
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have  for  three  years  taken  into  consideration  four  different  marks, 
each  counting  one-fourth.  1.  The  result  obtained  from  daily  recita- 
tion during  the  year.  2.  The  marks  from  the  teaching  reviews  dur- 
ing the  year.  3.  The  marks  from  final  examinations  in  subjects, 
not  necessarily  given  at  the  end  of  the  year.  4.  The  teacher's 
judgment  of  the  ability  of  the  pupil  to  do  the  work  of  the  next  grade. 
The  results  from  this  method  of  making  up  the  promotion  rolls  have 
been  more  satisfactory  than  any  other  we  have  used. 

The  teachers  labored  faithfully,  and  the  year's  work  was  well  done. 
Our  pupils  made  rapid  progress  in  drawing  and  vocal  music.  The 
interest  in  the  school  savings  bank  continued.  We  had  more  de- 
positors last  year  than  ever  before.  A  full  four  year's  course  in 
wood  working  is  maintained  in  the  shop.  The  formation  of  an  anti- 
cigarette  league  among  the  boys  is  doing  much  to  keep  them  in  good 
physical,  mental  and  moral  condition  for  school  duties.  The  boys 
addicted  to  the  cigarette  habit  invariably  failed  to  do  satisfactory 
school  work.  All  the  high  school  boys  are  members  of  the  league  in 
good  standing. 

The  school  directors  are  attentive  to  the  wants  of  the  schools,  the 
teachers  are  earnest  and  quick  to  act  on  suggestions  to  better  their 
rooms,  parents  are  ready  to  co-operate  with  the  school  authorities. 
All  of  these  factors  have  made  the  year  just  closed  profitable  to  the 
pupils. 


WILKES-BARRE— James  M.  Coughlin. 

The  reports  at  the  close  of  the  school  year  showed  an  increase  in 
the  total  enrolment  for  term  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pupils; 
in  the  average  monthly  enrolment,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  in  the  average  daily  attendance  an  in- 
crease of  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  over  last  year. 

The  schools  in  some  sections  of  the  city  were  very  much  crowded 
during  the  year  ending  June,  1894.  To  give  relief  to  these  sections 
and  provide  room  for  the  high  school,  one  eight-room  building  was 
erected  and  four  rooms  added  to  another  building. 

Ten  more  teachers  were  employed  than  last  year,  and  yet,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  additional  rooms  and  increase  of  teaching  force 
scarcely  more  than  provided  for  the  increase  in  numbers,  and  left 
the  schools  in  the  same  need  of  relief  as  was  felt  at  the  close  of  the 
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schools  last  year.  There  is  indeed  quite  a  serious  problem  before  us 
to  provide  for  the  increase  of  pupils  in  all  departments  for  the  cur- 
rent school  year. 

While  these  matters  are  giving  our  directors  no  little  concern  at 
the  present  time,  they  are  still  to  be  congratulated  on  the  healthy 
condition  of  the  school  system  in  the  city,  on  the  growing  interest  of 
the  people  in  the  schools,  and  on  the  evidence  these  figures  present 
that  they  are  giving  the  people  value  received  for  their  money  annu- 
ally expended  in  public  education. 

Another  encouraging  feature  of  the  examination  of  our  attendance 
reports,  is  the  increase  of  numbers  in  the  higher  grades.  We  en- 
rolled in  the  last  four  years  of  the  elementary  course,  representing 
frixth,  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  years,  three  hundred  and  ten  more 
pupils  than  last  year,  while  in  the  first  five  years  the  increase  over 
last  year  was  only  two  hundred  and  two.  This  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  the  higher  grades  over  the  lower,  indicates  a  growth 
in  our  schools  where  it  is  most  desirable,  and  shows  a  disposition 
upon  the  part  of  our  people  to  give  their  children  a  more  extended 
course  of  instruction. 

The  tendency  to  drop  out  of  school,  at  an  early  age,  in  all  indus- 
trial centres,  is  very  great.  The  real  purpose  of  education  can  not 
be  reached  when  the  children  leave  school  so  young.  The  first  four 
or  five  years  are  used  largely  in  making  the  preparation  to  enter 
upon  real  study.  The  studies  most  valuable  to  the  child  and  of  most 
importance  to  the  community  and  the  State  are  never  touched  by 
pupils  who  leave  school  at  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age,  and  the  dis- 
ciplinary value  of  personal  effort  and  self-directed  investigation 
promoted  by  study,  is  entirely  lost.  The  effort  put  forth  in  crowding 
so  much  into  the  first  few  years  should  be  directed  to  keeping  the 
pupils  in  the  schools  who  are  from  ten  to  sixteen  years  of  age.  Ge- 
ography, history,  grammar,  literature,  civil  government,  and  the 
greater  part  of  mathematics  are  entirely  unknown  to  children  who 
drop  out  of  school  at  ten  or  twelve  years. 

Nothing  could  give  me  greater  satisfaction,  relating  to  our  work 
here,  than  to  be  able  to  report  a  growing  tendency  upon  the  part  of 
the  pupils  to  remain  in  the  schools  at  least  through  the  entire  ele- 
mentary course. 

The  impression  that  we  are  spending  entirely  too  much  time  in 
merely  learning  to  read,  has  deepened  into  a  conviction.  I  believe 
that  reading  should  not  be  continued  as  a  regular  classified  study 
beyond  the  fourth  or  fifth  year.  At  the  end  of  this  time  pupils 
should  pronounce  words  at  sight  readily  and  accurately,  and  should 
bp  able  to  read  ordinary  matter  fluently. 

By  the  word  and  sentence  method  our  teachers  reached  unusual 
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results  the  first  and  second  years,  but  as  the  pupils  advanced  beyond 
ihi  ee  years,  and  new  studies  were  introduced  extending  the  written 
vocabulary  into  new  and  unfamiliar  fields,  and  new  words  were  rap- 
idly introduced,  the  lack  of  power  to  help  themselves  became  pain- 
fully apparent. 

The  most  important  step  taken  the  past  year  was  the  entire  substi- 
tution of  phonics  for  the  word  and  sentence  methods.  The  change 
has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  children  are  more  deeply  interested 
in  their  work  than  ever  before,  the  teachers  are  practically  unani- 
mous in  their  approval  of  the  change,  and  through  my  own  observa- 
tion I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  the  results  are  very  remarkable. 

The  children  have  unquestionably  learned  to  help  themselves; 
there  is  unmistakable  improvement  in  pronunciation  and  articula- 
tion; the  spelling  is  greatly  improved,  and  the  preparation  for 
written  language  work  is  in  advance  of  other  years. 

We  have  closed  a  very  successful  year's  work,  and  are  looking  for- 
ward to  next  year  with  the  desire  to  make  it  still  more  satisfactory 
to  our  patrons  and  more  valuable  to  the  children. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Samuel  Transeau. 

This  report  is  written  in  the  midst  of  the  gaieties  and  festivities 
attending  the  centennial  celebration  of  Lycoming  county.  A  hun- 
dred years  is  but  a  very  small  space  on  the  great  dial  of  time,  and 
yet  it  has  been  sufficiently  large  to  transform  the  howling  wilderness, 
watered  by  the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  into  a  fruitful 
land,  and  the  home  of  untutored  savages  into  a  highly  civilized  and 
cultured  community. 

Our  schools,  during  the  past  term,  have  been  prosperous  and  unin- 
terrupted by  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases  among  children. 
In  an  enrolment  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  pupils 
only  six  died  during  the  entire  term.  This  speaks  well  for  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  school  houses  in  this  city.  The  attendance  of 
pupils  has  been  very  good,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that 
while  the  average  attendance  of  the  entire  State,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  for  1894,  is  not 
quite  seventy-three  per  cent.,  our  average  percentage  of  attendance 
for  last  term  is  not  quite  seventy-seven.  The  progress  of  pupils  in 
their  studies  bas  been  very  commendable,  and  it  is  believed  that  we 
can  do  even  better  next  term. 
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During  the  past  term  the  school  board  appointed  a  committee 
composed  of  several  members  of  the  board,  three  principals  of  the 
grammar  schools  and  the  superintendent  of  schools,  to  revise  the 
entire  course  of  study  pursued  in  the  schools.  After  spending  sev- 
eral months  in  this  work,  about  the  first  of  the  year  the  board 
adopted  the  committee's  report  of  a  course  of  study  covering  thirteen 
years  of  school  life.  At  the  end  of  that  time  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school  will  have  such  an  education  as  will  admit  him  into  the  Fresh- 
man class  of  our  best  colleges  and  universities,  or  he  is  well  fitted 
for  the  active  pursuits  of  life.  A  boy  or  girl  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  health  and  regularity  of  attendance  at  school  can  complete 
this  curriculum  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  But  the  main  point 
in  arranging  this  course  of  study,  was  to  give  a  boy  or  girl  a  good 
common  school  education  by  the  time  he  or  she  is  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  old.  It  is  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  parents  and  children 
that  it  should  have  the  opportunity  of  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion at  such  an  age,  as  most  pupils  are  compelled  to  leave  school. 

The  number  of  our  teachers  during  the  past  year  was  the  same 
as  the  previous  term.  Two  of  these  were  college  graduates,  three 
hold  normal  school  diplomas,  forty-one  hold  permanent,  thirty-five 
professional,  and  eighteen  provisional  certificates.  Eighty-six  of  all 
our  teachers  were  educated  in  our  public  schools,  and  sixty-nine 
were  graduated  from  the  Williamsport  high  school. 

Text  books  and  all  supplies  were  furnished  to  the  pupils  as  re- 
quired by  the  law.  It  is  a  good  law  and  it  is  certainly  cheaper  for 
the  community  than  where  pupils  are  obliged  to  buy  books  at  the 
highest  rates,  and  frequently  the  child  has  to  wait  to  go  to  school 
until  the  parent  has  earned  the  money  with  which  to  purchase  the 
books. 

A  number  of  our  school  rooms  were  furnished  with  new  desks, 
maps  and  globes.  Several  hundred  dollars  were  spent  in  supplying 
laboratory  with  apparatus,  so  the  students  pursuing  the  study  of 
chemistry  and  physics  may  be  enabled  to  do  individual  work.  This 
makes  it  possible  for  the  young  chemist  to  verify  with  his  own  ex- 
periments what  he  learns  from  his  text  book. 
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YORK— A.   Wanner. 

The  capacity  of  a  six  room  building  was  doubled  by  the  addition  of 
a  story  during  the  year.  Our  board  of  controllers  has  further  dis- 
played its  foresight  and  efficiency  by  awarding  the  contracts  for 
two  new  buildings,  one  of  eight  and  the  other  of  twelve  rooms,  to 
be  erected  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  business  department  was  added  to  the  high  school  in  January. 
The  two  years'  course  of  study  adopted  is  sufficiently  liberal  to  do 
more  than  benefit  a  limited  class  of  pupils  by  simply  furnishing  in- 
struction in  the  technical  part  of  a  special  vocation.  It  recognizes 
the  educational  value  of  mental  discipline,  and  ought  to  develop  in 
pupils  a  capacity  for  the  business  affairs  of  every  day  life. 

Pupils  having  completed  the  business  course  can  enter  the  junior 
year  and  graduate  regularly  from  the  high  school.  Graduates  of  the 
high  school  can  enter  the  business  department  and  complete  the 
course  in  one  year. 

The  other  and  ordinary  work  of  the  year  has  been  characterized  by 
the  efforts  of  the  superintendent  and  an  efficient  corps  of  instructors 
to  teach  pnpils  to  concentrate  effort  and  economize  time,  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  a  common  school  education. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 
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REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS 


State  Normal  Schools 


FIRST  DISTRICT— WEST  CHESTER. 


G.  M.  Philips,  Principal. 


The  past  year  here  has  been  a  prosperous  one  in  all  respects.  Our 
corps  of  teachers  has  been  faithful  and  efficient,  our  attendance  of 
students  large,  and  their  work  earnest  and  thorough.  For  the 
comiug  year  a  large  increase  in  the  school's  attendance  is  already 
assured. 

Our  trustees  have  always  given  their  most  careful  attention  to 
the  school's  faculty,  and  have  spared  neither  effort  nor  money  in  this 
direction.  Last  year  our  teaching  force  cost  us  $28,000,  and  next 
year  the  salary  roll  will  be  still  greater.  As  usual,  we  had  but  few 
changes  of  teachers  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  department  of 
natural  science  has  been  divided,  and  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker  secured  to 
to  take  charge  of  the  physics  and  to  share  the  work  in  physiology. 
A  physical  laboratory  is  being  fitted  up  for  individual  work,  and  all 
students  in  this  department  will  hereafter  do  laboratory  work.  The 
laboratory  work  in  botany  and  physiology  will  also  be  increased 
and  strengthened. 

During  the  past  year  all  of  the  students'  and  servants'  rooms  have 
been  papered,  the  dining  room  frescoed,  the  main  building  generally 
renovated  and  many  minor  improvements  made. 

I  would  again  suggest  the  reduction  of  the  normal  school  year 
from  forty-two  to  forty  weeks.  I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  the 
15-5-95 


226  Publtc  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

movement  in  higher  institutions  of  learning  to  unduly  shorten  the 
school  year,  but  forty  weeks,  the  maximum  term  allowed  to  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  State  by  law,  would  seem  to  be  as  long  a  term  as 
is  desirable  or  profitable  for  the  normal  schools. 


SECOND   DISTRICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


E.  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


1  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School  for  the  for- 
tieth year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  of  students  during  the  school  year  which  has 
just  closed  was  seven  hundred  and  three,  for  the  fall  and  winter- 
session,  and  one  thousand  and  ten  for  the  spring  and  summer  ses- 
sion, or  seventeen  hundred  and  thirteen  for  the  year.  Twenty-three 
resident  graduates  were  examined  by  the  State  board  in  three  or 
more  branches  of  the  advanced  courses,  and  one  hundred  and  tw© 
students  were  graduated  in  the  elementary  course. 

The  endowment  of  a  free  scholarship  at  this  institution  is  an  im- 
portant event  in  the  history  of  the  State  normal  schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania. This  scholarship  was  established  by  students  who  at- 
tended the  school  during  the  principalship  of  the  late  Dr.  James 
P.  Wickersham,  ex-State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and 
is  known  as  the  Wickersham  Memorial  Scholarship.  The  scholar- 
ship includes  free  tuition  and  boarding  and  the  use  of  text  books 
for  the  senior  year  rent  free,  and  is  awarded  by  the  faculty  and  State 
Board  of  Examiners,  the  basis  of  selection  being  scholarship  and 
moral  character. 

During  the  past  year  the  gentlemen's  building  was  remodeled  to 
conform  to  the  old  colonial  style  of  architecture  of  the  ladies'  build- 
ing. The  front  of  the  administration  building,  including  the  tower, 
was  changed  in  harmony  with  the  buildings  between  which  it 
stands.  The  library  building,  begun  some  time  ago,  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  now  contains  the  books  of  the  school  and  the  literary  so- 
cieties connected  with  the  school.  This  building  is  a  very  hand- 
some two  story  structure,  with  a  frontage  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
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feet,  and  a  depth  of  nearly  one  hundred  feet.  It  is  built  in  the  form 
of  a  cross.  The  two  wings  of  the  building  contain  the  society 
libraries,  the  general  library  of  the  school  being  in  the  rear,  and 
the  central  room,  a  large  octagonal  room,  is  the  general  reading 
room.  A  skilled  librarian  has  been  employed,  and  a  complete  sub- 
ject catalogue  will  be  made.  It  is  believed  that  our  libraries, 
under  this  new  arrangement,  will  be  of  great  service  to  all  our  stu- 
dents. The  value  of  the  educational  library  of  the  late  Dr.  James 
P.  Wickersham,  the  first  principal  of  this  State  normal  school,  and 
for  many  years  the  head  of  the  public  school  system  of  Pennsylvania, 
is  now  fully  seen,  as  the  books  are  for  the  first  time  placed  within 
the  reach  of  our  faculty  and  students.  This  rare  collection  of  books 
was  presented  to  the  school  by  Dr.  Wickersham's  heirs,  and  was  a 
most  appropriate  gift.  The  lower  story  of  the  new  building,  in- 
tended for  the  physical  sciences  and  mechanic  arts,  will  be  used  in 
the  fall.  It  was  hoped  that  the  building  would  be  completed  before 
this  time,  but  the  stringency  of  the  times  prevented  the  Legislature 
from  making  the  necessary  appropriations  for  finishing  it.  The 
rooms  for  the  physical  sciences,  however,  were  used  last  year,  and 
the  furniture  for  the  Sloyd  room  has  been  ordered  to  replace  the 
old  furniture  now  in  use,  and  will  be  put  in  position  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. The  department  of  Sloyd  is  under  the  charge  of  a  graduate 
of  Salamon's  Manual  Training  School,  at  Naas. 

The  grounds  surrounding  the  school  have  been  greatly  enlarged. 
The  ground  upon  which  the  trustees  were  compelled  to  erect  two 
of  the  new  buildings  was  an  old  brickyard.  Part  of  this  ground 
had  to  be  filled  up  for  ten  feet  or  more.  Where  to  get  the  earth 
to  fill  these  immense  holes  was  a  problem  which  was  finally  solved 
by  making  an  artificial  lake  of  part  of  the  grounds,  the  earth  thus 
obtained  being  used  to  grade  other  parts  of  the  campus.  The  lake, 
which  was  both  necessary  and  economical,  is  at  the  same  time  a  very 
attractive  feature  of  our  campus.  Several  hundred  trees  and  shrubs 
have  been  planted  on  our  grounds,  and  many  more  will  be  set  out 
next  spring. 

One  great  reason  for  the  success  of  this  school  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  the  board  of  trustees  is,  to  a  great  extent,  a  permanent 
body.  The  management  of  the  institution  is  thus  in  the  hands  of 
persons  who  are  fully  acquainted  with  its  needs  and  are  devoted 
to  its  highest  interests.  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  record  the  death 
of  one  of  the  oldest  trustees.  Mr.  Daniel  Herr  (Pequea).  Mr.  Herr 
was  a  member  of  the  board  nearly  thirty  years,  and  was  a  safe  coun- 
selor and  progressive  trustee.  He  is  greatly  missed  in  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  board  of  trustees.  There  will  be  but  few  changes  in 
the  faculty  next  year.  All  the  older  members  except  one  will  re 
main  in  the  positions  they  have  so  long  and  so  ably  filled. 
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The  State  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania  are  an  integral  part 
of  the  school  system  of  the  State,  and  deserve  the  fullest  support  of 
the  State  and  all  friends  of  public  education.  The  influence  of  these 
schools  upon  the  common  schools  is  practicably  immeasureable. 
Whatever  defects  these  schools  have,  and  no  one  claims  that  any  of 
them  are  perfect,  the  great  good  they  have  done  and  are  doing  is 
evident  to  all  intelligent,  unprejudiced  persons.  No  school  system 
is  considered  perfect  without  normal  schools,  and  in  nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union,  and  in  every  civilized  country  these  schools  re- 
ceive liberal  support  from  the  public  treasury.  And  no  public  money 
is  better  invested. 


THIRD  DISTRICT— KU TZTO WN. 


George  B.  Hancher,  Principal. 


The  work  and  development  of  the  school  during  the  past  year  ful- 
filled, in  all  respects,  the  largest  prophesies  of  its  warmest  friends. 

The  gymnasium  was  much  liked  by  the  students.  It  was  fitted  up 
with  first  grade  apparatus  at  the  opening  of  the  fall  term. 

The  six  new  pianos  added  to  the  music  department  at  the  end 
of  last  year  did  good  service.  This  makes  it  possible  for  a  very 
large  number  of  students  to  take  up  instrumental  music. 

Photography  was  introduced  with  hopeful  results.  It  was  op? 
tional,  but  was  taken  up  by  quite  a  number  of  students,  some  of 
whom  did  very  execellent  work.  A  nice  display  of  pictures,  taken 
by  students,  was  on  exhibition  in  the  manual  training  room  during 
commencement  week. 

A  large  bath  room  has  just  been  completed  in  the  boys'  wing.  It 
is  supplied  with  bath  tubs,  needle  baths,  shower  baths  and  shampoos. 

A  new  building  was  started  during  the  spring  term.     It  is  to  con- 
tain a  laundry,  kitchen,  dynamo,  rooms  for  hired  help,  etc.     It  is  lo- 
cated twenty-four  feet  southwest  from  the  dining  room  and  to  be 
connected  with  it  by  a  bridge.     The  new  kitchen  can  prepare  a  thou 
sand  meals  three  times  a  day. 

Additions  to  the  grounds  were  made  by  purchasing  land  on  three 
sides  of  the  campus.  The  wisdom  of*  this  will  become  more  apparent 
as  time  jjoes  on. 
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The  six  branch  plan  of  examination  has  not  grown  on  me  in  im 
portance.  Students  graduate  and  go  out  to  teach  the  very  six 
branches  they  have  not  been  taught  for  two  years.  Of  the  two  ex- 
tremes, would  it  not  be  better  for  the  seniors  to  review  these  very  six 
branches  during  the  senior  year?  Of  course,  there  is  not  time  for 
it  under  present  arrangements.  Judged  from  all  standpoints,  is  the 
six  branch  plan  a  "striking  success?" 

The  number  of  students  catalogued  during  the  year  is  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two.  This  is  by  far  the  largest  number  the  school 
ever  had.  It  is  an  increase  of  seventy-eight  over  last  year.  In  the 
post-graduate  department  forty  students  were  registered,  and  two 
graduated  in  the  full  scientific  course.  That  this  department  is  in- 
creasing so  rapidly  is  one  of  the. hopeful  signs. 

Additions  to  the  faculty  have  already  been  made  for  the  coming 
year.  The  growth  of  the  school  demands  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  instructors,  and  our  trustees  have  wisely  granted  this  increase. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT— EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


G.  P.  Bible,  Principal. 


I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a  brief  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  State  normal  school  of  the  Fourth  district,  at  this  the  close  of 
the  second  year  of  its  existence. 

Our  attendance  has  steadily  increased  over  that  of  the  first  year, 
so  that  we  have  had  an  average  attendance  of  over  four  hundred 
per  term,  or  over  twelve  hundred  for  the  year.  Our  dormitories 
have  been  filled  during  the  fall  and  winter  terms,  and  we  have  had 
to  room  and  board  a  great  many  in  the  town  and  houses  near  the 
normal  grounds. 

We  are  greatly  in  need  of  additional  dormitory  and  recitation 
rooms.  The  need  of  a  school  of  this  kind  in  the  Fourth  district  has 
been  fully  demonstrated  by  the  liberal  patronage  accorded  it  from 
the  opening,  two  years  ago. 

However,  the  gratifying  results  and  success  achieved,  financially 
and  in  other  respects,  have  not  been  due  to  chance,  but  to  faithful 
and  judicious  work  upon  the  part  of  those  having  more  than  a 
passing  interest  in  the  school. 
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The  trustees  are,  and  always  have  been,  devoted  to  its  best  in- 
terests. Their  liberality,  energy  and  fidelity  add  very  greatly  to  the 
success.  A  new  kitchen,  containing  dormitory  rooms  for  the  help, 
and  giving  at  the  same  time  two  additional  recitation  rooms,  was 
erected  during  the  past  year  at  an  expense  of  over  $6,000.  A  new 
two  story  porch  was  erected  the  entire  length  of  the  main  building, 
and  many  other  improvements  made,  notably  among  them  the  grad- 
ing of  the  grounds,  the  purchasing  of  additional  land,  apparatus 
and  library  and  reference  books. 

The  improvements  above  mentioned  have  all  been  made  out  of 
the  profits  of  the  school  for  the  first  and  second  years. 

The  Legislature  having  failed  to  grant  the  special  appropriation 
asked  for,  we  will,  of  course,  necessarily  be  delayed  in  the  erection  of 
needed  buildings. 

The  entire  senior  class,  numbering  sixty-three,  passed  the  exami- 
nation under  the  State  board,  and  received  their  diplomas.  One 
hundred  and  twenty  four  juniors  and  forty  sub-juniors  passed  satis- 
factory examinations  at  the  annual  examination. 

We  have  a  good  faculty,  and  all  vacancies  that  occur  are  filled 
with  the  most  competent  instructors  we  can  secure.  The  model 
school,  with  its  nine  grades  and  over  one  hundred  pupils  in  actual 
attendance,  is  not  a  pretext,  but  a  place  where  actual  practice  may 
be  had  by  the  seniors. 

During  the  year  we  have  introduced  in  the  manual  training  de- 
partment the  art  of  plain  and  fancy  sewing,  dressmaking  and  all 
kinds  of  needlework.  It  has  proven  a  pronounced  success,  and  of 
more  practical  and  real  benefit  than  some  of  the  other  lines  which 
we  might  have  taken  up.  Many  of  the  young  ladies  have  made  their 
own  garments  during  the  year,  and  their  rooms  all  bear  evidence 
of  their  artistic  needlework. 

The  prospects  for  the  coming  yenr  are  very  promising  for  a  very 
large  attendance,  and  we  feel  that  the  future  of  the  school  is  assured. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT— MANSFIELD. 


S.  H.  Albro,  Principal. 


The  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  and  growth.  The  number 
of  students  pursuing  the  normal  courses  this  year  is  354,  as  against 
319  last  year.  This  year  we  had  30  resident  graduates,  as  against 
21  last  year.  We  graduated,  this  year,  from  the  scientific  course,  2; 
from  the  elementary  course,  60.  The  junior  class  was  larger  this 
year  than  ever  before,  numbering  123,  as  against  93,  the  largest 
number  heretofore. 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  public  school  authorities  in  this  place, 
we  are  to  have  a  large  increase  of  our  model  school,  making  the  num- 
ber of  pupils,  at  the  least  300,  as  against  less  than  150  heretofore. 

We  have  made  large  additions  to  our  apparatus  this  year,  both 
for  physical  science  and  for  the  gymnasium. 

The  central  portion  of  the  magnificent  north  hall  has  been  com- 
pleted and  is  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  next  school  year. 

One  teacher  has  been  added  to  the  corps,  an  increase  in  the  teach- 
ing force  made  necessary  by  the  growth  of  the  school. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBURG. 


J.  P.  Welsh,  Principal. 


We  had  in  attendance  during  the  past  year  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-one  different  students.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and  forty-five 
were  graduated.  This  formed  the  largest  graduating  class  the  school 
ever  had,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  the  best.  The  class  was  divided  into 
small  sections  and  carefully  trained.  They  put  about  half  their  time 
on  professional  work.  The  model  school  work  was  especially  satisfac- 
tory. 
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The  trustees  of  the  school,  last  January,  employed  a  special  teacher 
to  introduce  the  Pollard  synthetic  or  phonic  method  of  teaching 
children  to  read. 

There  were  two  reasons  for  doing  this.  One  was  to  test  the  results 
of  the  method  by  placing  a  class  of  children  under  daily  instruction 
in  it.  The  other  was  to  give  the  members  of  the  senior  class,  many 
of  whom  will  secure  schools  in  cities  and  boroughs  where  the  method 
is  in  use,  a  chance  to  learn  how  to  use  it. 

The  teacher,  Miss  McMollan,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  brought  the 
experimental  class,  at  the  end  of  about  twelve  weeks,  before  an  as- 
semblage of  patrons  and  trustees,  and  explained  somewhat  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  method  and  of  the  work  done  by  the  class,  and  tested  the 
class  to  show  results.  The  result  was  very  gratifying  to  all  present, 
and  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  work  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Every  senior  received  the  instruction  without  charge;  interested 
teachers  in  neighboring  towns  were  accommodated  by  the  organi- 
zation of  special  classes,  and  in  the  end  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the 
method  and  use  it  throughout  the  model  school  during  the  follow- 
ing year.  The  coming  senior  class  will  also  receive  special  instruc- 
tion in  this  phonic  method. 

Early  in  the  year  two  important  pieces  of  machinery  were  added 
to  the  manual  training  department;  a  lathe  and  a  fret  saw.  Both 
proved  very  useful  and  attractive.  More  machinery  is  to  be  added 
for  next  year.     It  is  run  by  steam  power. 

A  new  dormitory  for  the  use  of  employes  has  just  been  completed. 
Tt  was  greatly  needed.  The  entire  basement  of  this  new  building, 
which  is  40  feet  by  80  feet,  has  been  fitted  up  as  a  new  laundry.  The 
growth  of  the  school  made  it  impossible  to  continue  longer  in  the 
old  laundry,  which  in  size  and  appliances  was  suited  to  accommo 
date  the  needs  of  the  institution  when  it  had  only  half  its  present 
number  of  students. 

The  grounds  in  front  of  this  new  building  have  been  laid  out  in 
terraces,  and  present  a  most  attractive  appearance.  The  building 
is  a  fine  structure  and  adds  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  back 
campus. 

The  athletie  field,  and  the  gymnasium,  to  which  it  is  adjacent, 
form  a  wholesome  attraction  for  students  who  a^e  inclined  to  devote 
themselves  loo  exclusively  to  their  books.  No  tendencies  to  neglect 
duty  for  athletics  has  yet  appeared  in  the  school. 

The  changes  in  the  course  of  study  and  the  enlarged  examining 
board  are  improvements,  so  far  as  this  school  is  concerned.  Fifty- 
four  post-graduates  returned  to  the  school  during  the  past  year  to 
take  advanced  work.  The  examining  board  was  able  to  do  its  work 
with  greater  satisfaction   than   ever  before.     The  onlv  instance  in 
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which  there  is  danger  of  injustice  being  done  to  any  candidate  now 
grows  out  of  the  assigning  of  subjects  to  the  examiners.  When 
allied  subjects  are  assigned  to  two  different  examiners,  the  candi- 
date may  receive  two  negative  votes,  although  he  may  be  deficient 
in  only  one  kind  of  knowledge.  For  instance,  when  one  examiner 
has  history,  and  another  civil  government,  two  subjects  allied  in 
character  and  in  the  kind  of  training  they  afford,  two  negative  votes 
may  be  given,  although  the  candidate  may  be  sufficiently  strong  in 
all  other  respects.  A  student  weak  only  in  mathematics  may  re- 
ceive two  negative  votes  when  arithmetic  and  algebra  are  in  the 
hands  of  separate  examiners.  In  either  case  one  examiner  could  pre- 
sumably judge  better  of  the  standing  of  a  candidate  than  two.  In 
almost  every  particular  the  plan  seems  to  give  promise,  when  modi- 
fied by  experience,  of  bringing  good  results. 

The  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  exceedingly  promising.  Not 
only  will  there  be  a  large  attendance,  but  there  is  promise  of  a  much 
better  trained  class  of  new  students  than  we  have  ever  before  had. 
It  is  gratifying,  too,  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  will  be  almost 
no  change  in  the  faculty  for  the  coming  year.  This  insures  the  more 
successful  carrying  forward  of  plans  for  improvement  in  the  various 
departments. 


SEVENTH    I  )ISTRICT— SHIPPENSP.URG. 


(t.  M.  I).  Eckels,  Principal. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  successful  one  for  the 
normal  school  of  the  Seventh  district.  There  has  been  a  gradual  in- 
crease in  attendance  over  former  years,  and  also  an  improvement 
in  the  departmental  work  of  the  school. 

The  ladies'  dormitory  building  has  been  completed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  heating,  lighting  and  furnishing.  It  is  a  magnificent 
building,  bright,  cheerful,  attractive  and  well  adapted  to  its  purpose. 

The  new  gymnasium  has  been  a  source  of  great  attraction  and 
pleasure  to  the  students.  It  is  finely  equipped  with  the  best  appara- 
tus the  market  affords.  This  building,  with  its  equipment,  has  been 
provided  by  the  management  of  the  school  without  aid  from  the 
State. 

16  i 
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The  grading  of  the  campus  has  progressed  finely.  A  large  force 
of  hands  has  been  at  work  for  several  months  removing  the  rocks 
and  grading  the  surface.  When  finished  there  will  be  an  unob- 
structed view  from  the  railroad  to  the  normal  buildings.  The  Ship 
pensburg  normal  school  will  eventually  have  the  finest  normal  school 
campus  in  the  State. 

The  improvements  made  on  the  main  building  have  added  greatly 
to  its  appearance  and  utility.  In  its  architecture  it  has  been  mod- 
ernized, and  it  now  presents  a  fine  appearance,  harmonizing  more 
closely  with  the  new  buildings.  The  rooms  on  the  fourth  floor  have 
been  made  much  more  comfortable  and  desirable  by  the  change,  and 
.the  roof,  which  is  slate,  will  last  as  long  as  the  building  stands. 

The  faculty  of  the  school  have  been  earnest  and  energetic  in  their 
efforts  to  build  up  the  reputation  of  the  school  and  to  advance  its 
interests  in  every  possible  way.  The  work  of  our  faculty  is  felt  in 
the  character  and  strength  of  the  young  men  and  women  we  graduate 
from  year  to  year. 

The  board  of  trustees  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  school  whenever  there  was  a  possibility  of  their 
doing  so.  No  more  patriotic  and  self  sacrificing  citizens  can  be 
found  in  the  Commonwealth  than  the  active  members  of  the  several 
boards  of  trustees  for  the  normal  schools  of  the  State. 

The  alumni  of  the  school  have  been  very  devoted  to  its  interests. 
The  graduates  of  the  school  by  word  and  act  have  given  the  most 
positive  testimony  of  their  loyally  to  their  Alma  Mater.  Never  be- 
fore in  the  history  of  the  school  was  there  such  a  large  representa- 
tion of  the  alumni  in  attendance  upon  the  exercises  of  com 
mencement  week.  Their  admiration  for  the  improved  appearance 
of  buildings  and  grounds  was  unbounded. 

The  normal  school  idea  has  taken  deeper  root  in  the  hearts  of  all 
true  Pennsylvanians.  They  realize  that  the  first  step  towards  the 
advancement  of  the  public  schools  is  to  improve  the  qualifications 
of  the  teachers.  Tin-  time  is  coming  when  it  will  be  as  unpopular  for 
the  public  man  to  decry  the  normal  schools  as  to  defame  the  public 
schools.  The  legislator  who  denounces  the  normal  schools  of  the 
Commonwealth  is  writing  history  for  himself  which  will  bring  the 
blush  of  shame  to  the  faces  of  his  children  when  they  come  to  rend  it. 

The  annual  examination  under  the  new  law  was  voted  a  success 
both  by  the  students  and  faculty.  The  senior  class  numbered  ninety- 
three,  and  all  passed  creditable  examinations. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT— LOCK  HAVEN. 


James  Eldon,  Principal. 


The  central  State  normal  school  closed  the  work  of  the  year  with 
commencement  exercises,  Wednesday  evening,  June  26th. 

Ninety-seven  graduates  received  diplomas.  At  the  annual  exami- 
nation, the  week  previous,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  juniors  were 
promoted  to  the  senior  class,  and  eighty-seven  sub-juniors  were 
credited  with  six  branches.  Seventeen  post  graduate  students 
passed  two  or  more  branches  of  the  scientific  course. 

Considering  the  attendance,  the  work  done,  the  character  of  the 
students,  and  the  order  maintained,  we  can  truly  say  that  the  past 
year  has  been  one  of  the  best  ever  enjoyed  by  the  school. 

Nearly  all  of  the  graduates  secured  schools  without  delay.  This 
is  good  evidence  that  there  is  a  demand  for  trained  teachers,  and 
that  the  normal  schools  are  not  graduating  too  many  students. 

The  persons  who  are  always  talking  about  raising  the  standard 
have  certainly  never  stopped  to  consider  that  there  is  a  reasonable 
limit,  beyond  which  the  standard  should  not  pass. 

The  normal  school  course  of  instruction  is  ample  to  qualify  young 
men  and  women  to  teach  in  the  common  schools,  and  it  should  re- 
main as  it  is  for  many  years  to  come. 

"Without  doubt  the  graduates  give  better  satisfaction  as  teachers 
than  the  many  thousands  of  those  who  never  get  beyond  the  pro- 
visional certificate.  When  the  former  entirely  replace  the  latter 
it  will  be  in  order  to  think  about  enlarging  the  course. 

The  normal  schools  do  not  exist  for  the  sole  purpose  of  supplying 
a  few  hundred  cities  and  counties  with  superintendents.  Their 
great  aim  should  be  to  put  a  graduate  in  charge  of  every  one  of  the 
twenty-five  thousand  common  schools  of  the  State. 

The  colleges  and  universities  have  plenty  of  men  for  these  higher 
positions  if  the  experienced  normal  school  graduate  is  not  even  now 
preferred. 

If  those  newspapers  which  have  been  making  reckless  assertions 
derogatory  to  the  interests  of  the  State  normal  schools  will  send 
representatives  to  these  schools  and  watch  the  work  done  from  the 
time  the  young  men  and  women  first  come  from  the  villages  and 
rural  districts,  until  they  graduate  as  cultured  and  skilled  teachers, 
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they  will  certainly  condemn  themselves  for  those  malicious  public 
thrusts,  which  the  schools  have  no  means  of  parrying,  and  whose  evil 
influences  cannot  be  easily  counteracted. 

In  closing  this  report  it  is  meet  to  speak  of  the  earnestness  and 
enthusiasm  of  the  teachers  who,  in  putting  their  hearts  into  the  work 
of  instruction,  made  a  very  successful  year  possible. 

The  teachers  have  all  been  re-elected,  with  the  exception  of  Prof. 
A.  L.  McCloskey,  who  resigned  to  take  charge  of  a  responsible  posi- 
tion in  Scranton. 


NINTH   DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


The  school  year  that  has  just  closed  has  been  very  prosperous. 
The  improvement  and  enlargement  of  the  class  rooms  has  been  com- 
pleted. Three  of  these  rooms  have  been  seated  with  tablet  arm 
chairs. 

The  new  model  school  has  proved  so  attractive  that  the  attend- 
ance in  this  department  has  greatly  increased.  One  of  the  pleas- 
antest  spots  in  the  model  school  is  the  kindergarten,  which  was 
opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term.  This  first  essential 
to  a  training  school  is  conducted  by  an  experienced  kindergartner, 
and  aims  to  fit  young  women  to  become  practical  kindergartners. 
For  this  end  the  other  departments  of  the  normal  school  co-operate 
with  the  kindergarten  department  to  afford  training  in  those  lines  of 
related  work  which  are  necessary  to  the  best  equipment  of  the  kin- 
dergartner. The  kindergarten  course  covers  a  period  of  one  year. 
Candidates  for  admission  to  the  class  must  be  at  least  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  must  have  a  normal  school  education,  or  its  equivalent. 

The  wiring  of  the  building  for  electric  lights  will  soon  be  com- 
pleted, and  the  lights  will  be  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term. 

During  the  year  a  diet  kitchen  has  been  established  and  fur- 
nished. One  of  the  most  convenient  articles  of  furniture  is  the 
Aladdin  stove. 
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"The  Normal  Herald,"  issued  by  the  trustees  and  faculty,  is  a  very 
welcome  visitor  to  the  alumni  and  friends  of  the  institution. 

The  fine  athletic  field  has  been  improved  during  the  year  and  a 
grand  stand  will  shortly  be  erected.  Six  tennis  courts  give  ample 
opportunity  for  all.  Much  interest  was  manifested  in  this  game 
during  the  past  year,  and  a  very  successful  tournament  was  con- 
ducted. 

The  purchase  and  improvement  of  an  additional  tract  of  ground 
has  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  campus. 

The  26tl?of  April  was  perhaps  the  most  enjoyable  Arbor  day  in  the 
history  of  the  school.  In  the  morning  suitable  exercises  were  held 
in  the  chapel.  Early  in  the  afternoon  all  members  of  the  school 
reported  on  the  campus.  They  were  at  once  divided  into  groups, 
and  each  section,  under  the  guidance  of  a  competent  leader,  was 
soon  at  work  planting  trees  and  vines.  At  the  same  time  a  group  of 
the  young  men  were  putting  up  comfortable  seats  at  various  points 
in  the  grove.  This  work  having  been  completed,  all  were  summoned 
to  the  front  campus,  where  they  were  entertained  with  a  number  of 
interesting  athletic  contests. 

The  attendance  this  year  has  surpassed  that  of  all  former  years. 
The  usual  high  standard  of  scholarship  has  been  maintained,  and 
as  a  result  every  member  of  the  school  recommended  to  the  State 
Board  was  successful  in  passing  the  examination.  We  have  gradu- 
ates in  the  elementary,  the  scientific  and  the  musical  courses. 

During  the  coming  year  we  expect  to  have  a  course  of  lectures 
•riven  bv  a  member  of  the  universitv  extension  staff. 


TENTH    DISTRICT— CALIFORNIA. 


Theo.  B.   Noss,   Principal. 


The  past  year  was  altogether  the  best  in  our  school's  history. 
Notwithstanding  the  hard  times  which  caused  a  falling  off  in  the 
attendance  at  many  schools,  our  enrolment  was  much  larger  than 
ever  before,  reaching  a  total  of  over  eight  hundred  different  stu- 
dents. 
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With  tlie  completion  last  fall  of  our  gymnasium,  we  have  now 
a  group  of  five  large  brick  buildings.  Yet  the  growth  of  the  school 
renders  another  building  necessary.  Many  of  our  students  during 
the  past  term  were  unable  tu  secure  lodgings  at  the  school,  and  were 
compelled  to  hud  rooms  and  bearding  elsewhere.  Our  failure  tu  se- 
cure a  special  appropriation  for  building  purposes  will  oblige  us,  for 
the  present,  to  defer  the  erection  of  a  much  needed  building. 

For  the  coining  year  few  changes  will  be  made  in  our  faculty.  The 
trustees  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  for  the  chair  of  Latin  and 
Greek,  ex-Principal  Dr.  C.  L.  Ehrenfeld,  wrho  was  with  us  during 
;he  spring  term  of  last  year.  Professor  C.  EL  Dilo  will  take  the  place 
of  Professor  YV.  Gr.  Lake,  in  the  chair  of  science. 

For  our  training  department  the  services  of  two  experienced  and 
very  successful  teachers  have  been  secured.  Miss  Anna  B.  Thomas, 
for  several  year  past  supervisor  of  primary  teaching  in  Braddock, 
Pa.,  and  Mrs.  Ethel  \Y.  Danley,  recently  assistant  superintendent  in 
Homestead.  Pa.  W  have  now  in  our  model  school  five  training 
teachers;  one  principal.  Miss  Mara  B.  Clingerman,  and  four  assist- 
ants, Professor  E.  E.  Clark.  Miss  Etta  Lilley.  and  the  two  recently 
elected  teachers  above  named.  Misses  Clingerman  and  Lilley  and 
Professor  (.'lark  arc  graduates  of  the  Cook  county,  illl.i.  normal 
school.  We  regard  the  work  of  the  training  department  as  of  para 
mount  importance,  and  all  members  of  the  faculty  an-  kepi  in  touch 
with  it.  There  is  no  place  in  a  normal  school  faculty  for  a  teacher 
who  is  not  deeply  and  practically  interested  in  the  problems  of 
elementary  education.  During  the  past  year,  on  several  occasions, 
some  member  of  our  faculty  taught  a  class  of  children  in  presence  of 
the  other  members  of  the  faculty,  and  that  lesson  was  made  tin- 
topic  for  a  most  fruitful  and  interesting  discussion  at  the  next  fac- 
ulty conference. 

Such  practical  work  would  lie  found  helpful  in  all  our  normal 
schools.  Difficulties  have  to  be  overcome  in  introducing  it.  but  diffi- 
cnlties  ever  beset  the  path  of  progress,  if  there  is  an  unwillingness 
to  engage  in  such  practical,  personal  work,  and  to  be,  in  one's  turn, 
the  target  for  the  unsparing  criticisms  of  friendly  colleagues,  it  is 
evidence  that  just  such  work  is  needed.  Enthusiasm  in  teaching 
and  a  masterful  knowledge  of  the  teacher's  art  can  can  be  mosl 
readily  obtained  by  connecting  actaal  practice  with  theory.  Not!) 
ing  will  help  a  teacher  of  teachers  more  than  10  teach  a  class  of 
children  himself  in  the  presence  of  his  own  students  or  associate  in- 
structors. 

During  the  past  year  much  lias  been  done  to  improve  and  beautify 
our  grounds  and  buildings.  An  electric  light  plant  has  been  in- 
stalled at  the  school,  which  gives  us  a  most  satisfactory  light  in    ill 
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rooms  and  halls  of  our  buildings  and  on  our  campus.  A  new  and 
complete  system  of  bath  rooms  and  water  closets  has  also  been  pro- 
vided. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  in  our  district  that  normal  school  graduates 
are  more  and  more  in  demand  each  succeeding  year.  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  also,  that  all  county  and  city  superintendents  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  without  an  exception,  so  far  as  I  know,  are  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  the  work  and  aims  of  their  normal  schools. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


If  increased  attendance  and  elastic  reaction  under  difficulties  may 
be  taken  as  evidences  of  true  growth,  this  State  normal  school  may  be 
considered  fortunate.  Seven  hundred  and  ninety-one  students  were 
enrolled  during  the  year,  and  seventy-four  were  graduated.  One 
hundred  and  three  students  were  admitted  to  the  senior  class,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  to  the  junior  class. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth  of  May  the  boys'  dormitory 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  young  men  were  provided  with  rooms  in 
town,  and,  with  no  perceptible  break  in  its  work,  the  school  moved 
on  as  before.  The  Legislature  generously  came  to  our  assistance, 
plans  were  drawn  for  a  new  building,  and  we  shall  soon  have  one  of 
the  best  dormitories  in  the  State. 

At  the  close  of  the  winter  term  Prof.  J.  M.  Shaffer,  a  most  efficient 
teacher,  in  charge  of  the  department  of  English,  resigned  to  enter 
business.  The  best  wishes  of  faculty  and  students  go  with  him  to 
his  new  field  of  labor.  Prof.  C.  Edgar  Reber,  of  Ursinus  college, 
and  Prof.  George  Hamm,  of  Westminster  college,  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  our  faculty  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term.  Under  such 
efficient  instructors  gratifying  progress  has  been  made. 

Over  one  thousand  dollars  hnv<j  been  expended  in  the  increase  of 
the  library.  Much  interest  has  been  aroused  in  the  work  of  the  lit- 
erary societies,  and  two  grand  pianos  have  been  purchased  by  the 
active  members  of  these  associations.  -  We  look  for  largely  increased 
power  in  this  valuable  element  of  a  successful  training  school. 


240  Public  Instbuction.  |_OfF.  Doc. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  school  has  been  making  steady  progress 
in  educational  facilities,  in  material  possessions,  in  public  patronage 
and  superior  work  done  by  its  graduates.  But  in  a  broader  sense, 
can  any  State  normal  school  be  considered  as  doing  its  duty  so  long 
as  so  much  ignorance  of  its  office  and  mission  prevails  throughout 
the  Commonwealth?  A  new  school  has  much  more  of  this  mis- 
sionary work  to  do  than  older  schools,  and  might  well  claim  exemp- 
tion from  labor  outside  its  environment.  The  trend  of  recent  attack 
and  criticism,  however,  should  lead  the  active  workers  in  our  normal 
schools  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  need  of  more  direct  assertion 
of  certain  facts  in  regard  to  these  schools.  The  normal  schools  must 
be  made  by  legislative  action  a  part  of  the  great  system  of  public 
schools.  For  years  they  have  been  in  reality  such  part,  but  have  not 
received  formal  recognition.  The  normal  schools  are  an  integral 
part  of  the  public  system — not  an  excrescence — a  part  upon  which 
the  true  elevation  of  the  common  schools  most  vitally  depends.  In- 
deed, the  degree  of  general  and  professional  culture  of  the  teachers 
determines  the  degree  of  culture  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  young 
men  and  women  of  our  State.  The  education  of  the  teacher  becomes 
a  State  question,  important  because  it  affects  the  entire  people. 

No  good  can  ever  come  from  antagonism  between  the  separate 
units  of  a  school  system,  and  the  spirit  that  leads  to  warfare  between 
normal  schools  and  colleges  is  simply  destructive  to  all  true  educa- 
tional growth  in  the  State.  This  is  the  old  tight  which  was  long  ago 
settled  in  Germany.  Each  class  of  educational  institutions  has  its 
own  distinctive  work  to  perform,  and  the  fact  must  be  recognized. 
The  normal  schools  should  prepare  teachers  for  the  common  schools. 
Are  they  doing  this  work?  Candor  must  give  the  answer,  Yes.  Life 
alone  cannot  furnish  the  discipline  of  school,  and  this  power  is 
always  in  exact  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  teacher.  Wherever 
a  school  fails  in  power  and  influence,  it  does  so  because  of  its  teach 
ers;  wherever  a  school  advances  in  influence  and  in  educational 
power,  it  is  by  means  of  better  teachers.     There  is  no  other  way. 
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TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBORO. 


M.  G.  BenecL.v,  Principal. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  the  continued  growth  of  the  Edinboro 
normal  school.  The  prosperity  so  decidedly  marked  during  the  year 
1893-4  has  continued  during  the  scholastic  year  just  closed. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  past  year  was  the  largest  of  our  ad- 
ministration. We  believe  it  also  to  be  the  best.  Sixty  seniors 
received  diplomas.  Seventy-six  juniors  were  admitted  to  the  senior 
class  and  forty-eight  were  passed  in  the  preparatory  studies. 

The  intellectual  and  professional  standard  of  the  school  has  been 
raised.  The  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging.  We  have  a 
large  and  enthusiastic  body  of  students,  an  increasing  loyalty  among 
the  alumni,  a  united  board  of  trustees,  a  generous  support  of  the 
citizens  and  a  public  press  encouraging  and  assisting  the  school. 

The  success  of  the  school  has  been  due  to  the  unswerving  fidelity 
of- the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  to  the  excellent  teaching 
of  the  faculty  and  to  the  untiring  interest  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
As  an  evidence  of  the  appreciation  of  the  work  of  our  board  by  the 
public,  we  quote  from  the  press:  "The  trustees  are  to  be  compli- 
mented upon  the  manifold  success  of  the  measures  they  have  taken 
to  maintain  the  credit,  build  up  the  patronage  and  increase  the 
prosperity  of  the  school  during  the  past  three  years.  They  have  had 
unusual  difficulties  to  meet,  perplexing  problems  to  solve,  and  they 
have  done  their  part  with  courage  and  loyalty.'' 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION. 


A.  J.  Davis,  Principal. 


Notwithstanding  the  money  stringency  during  the  past  year,  the 
number  of  students  registered  has  been  exceeded  only  one  year  in 
its  previous  history. 
16-5-95 
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The  new  science  hall  and  model  school  building  have  been  in  use 
during  the  year,  and  have  proven  a  valuable  addition  to  the  facilities 
of  the  school. 

Sixty-seven  graduates  were  sent  out  this  year,  all  of  whom  are  pre- 
pared to  do  superior  work  as  ten  1'  rs  in  the  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. No  institutions  in  the  te  so  immediately  affect  the  in- 
terests of  the  public  as  do  the  normal  schools  through  the  thousands 
of  skilled  teachers  they  have  been  instrumental  in  preparing  to  train 
the  children  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  highest 
importance  that  these  schools  should  be  liberally  supported  by  the 
State  in  order  that  the  character  of  the  work  to  be  done  by  them 
may  keep  pace  with  the  progress  being  made  in  the  educational 
world.  It  is  said  that  "As  is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school ;"  and  since 
it  is  peculiarly  the  province  of  the  normal  schools  to  prepare  teachers 
for  the  public  schools,  an  enlightened  policy  toward  the  common 
schools  of  the  State  embodies  liberal  provision  for  the  professional 
education  of  teachers.  No  institutions  of  the  State  return  to  the 
State  so  much  that  goes  to  benefit  the  public  in  proportion  to  the  aid 
given  by  the  State,  as  do  the  normal  schools.  There  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  no  hesitancy  in  providing  liberally  for  their  maintenance. 
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Statement  of  the  School  System  since  its  Establishment 


1864, 
1855, 

U>57, 

I860, 

1263, 

1S66, 
1867, 
1868 
1S69, 
1870, 
1871, 

1873. 
1874, 

1877, 
1878, 
1879, 

1880. 

1883, 
1884. 
1885. 
1886, 
1887, 


£  " 


a  s 


-  -» 
J  = 
c2 


1,525 
1.445 
1,010 
1,677 

1.709 
1,755 

1.80S 
1 ,  820 

1.837 
1.863 
1,889 
1.918 
1,971 
2.001 
2.023 
2  029 
2,050 
2,070 
2,089 
2,103 
2.144 
2,186 
2.168 
2.192 
2.208 
2.214 
2.230 
2.240 
2,257 
2,265 
2.280 
2.297 


10,186 

10,697 

10,556 

11,281 

11.4s5 

11.577 

11.910% 

11,990 

12,161 

12,500 

12,517 

12,773% 

13,061 

13,284% 

13,832 
14,161% 
14,415% 
14,07:,% 
14,978% 
15,316% 
15.619 
15,850% 
16,087% 
16.379 
16.585 

17,070 
17,403 
17,751 
18,029 
18,400 
18.721 
19.054 


5  m      2. 
5   ■ 

5  "  1 
5  "  1 
8 

lO 

10% 

12 

10 
9 

.- 

14 

15 

80% 

21 

21% 

22 

8% 


5  " 

5  " 

5  " 

5  '• 

5  " 

5  " 

5  " 
5  " 
5  " 
5  " 
5  " 
5  " 

5  " 

6  " 
6  ■• 
6  " 
6.19 
6.1 'J 
6.38 
6.17 
6.37 
6.25 
6.28 
6. 02 
6.66 
6.40 
6.74 
6.77 
6.71 
7.17 


^  «-  ~ 
Ml 


11,967 

12,143 

12,367 

12,484 

12,828 

13,058 

13,003 

14,297 

14,380 

14  442 

14,665 

14,286 

14,861 

15,209 

15,501 

15.67'J 

16.097 

16.  s42 

16,784 

17.459 

17.6'4 

18,104 

18,314 

IS,  719% 

18,912% 

19,153 

19,305 

19,277 

19,715 

19,875 

20,296 

20,639 

21,020 

21.481 

21,168 


$29  31 

23  29% 

22  2U 

24  00 
24  25 
24  26 

24  20 

23  84 

25  42 

31  82 
34  31 

37  38 

38  18 

39  03 

40  03 

40  5.', 

41  58 
41  88 
40  03 
38  72 
36  34 
::i  54 
32"  59 
31  36 
22  64 
34  35 

36  23 

37  28 
37  66 

36  87 

37  10 
37  12 


c  -  z 


$12  81 

14  89% 

15  85% 

16  60 

17  22 

17  79 
is  U 

19  71 

18  55 
18  56 

20  16 

24  21 

25  31 
27  51 

27  76 

29  80 

30  55 

31  12 

31  96 

32  44 

33  33 
31  03 
30  42 

28  90 
27  35 

26  07 

25  14 

26  04 

27  19 

28  30 

29  22 
29  59 
29  41 
29  2'1 
29  60 
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e>-9 

-i 
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488.692 
529,009 
523,754 
514,247 
569,880 

585.609 

015,0^7 
0J4,0W 
037,785 

11;'.;.  1:1 

060, 105 
006,316 
686.769 
695,052 
700,040 
699,802 
694,096 
716,728 
740,094 
749,314 
751  032 
771,01: 
766,878 
7T0.319 
762,472 

7842.407 

S07.791 
SU.576 
820.811 
831,367 


361,316 
365,103 
381,321 

387,139 
375,687 
360,961 

384,752 
38S.063 
397,722 

3119,522 

413,019 
414,527 
43s,o2J 
477  775 
184,912 
495,032 
464,127 
439,393 
468,309 

495  7i:; 

595,918 
509,240 
504.912 
519,423 
£32,874 
549,  V  i4 

665,846 
570,293 
573,041 
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49% 
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47% 
4S% 
47>/2 
47', 
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47 
45 
45 
45 
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45 
41 
44 
44 
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c 
o 

2. 
O 

B. 

D. 

a 
"a 

a  a, 
S3 

■6 

<u 

X 
a 

Number  of  mills  on 
dollHr    levied    for 
school  purposes. 

:           Number  of  mills  on 

dollnr    levied  for 

I              building  purposes. 

Total  receipts  except 
state  appropria- 
tion. 

1    Cost  of  school  houses. 
Including  building, 
renting,  et.c. 

Teachers'  wages. 

a 
u 

a 

a 

o 

a 

■a 

a 

a  jj 

—  o 

OJ  — 

3  o 

a 

$156,389  25 

$1,167,119  32 
1,401,300  15 

$256,735  92 
266,198  76 
332,125  37 

1854 
1S55 

1S56 

159,554  17 

$1,127,992  61 
1,371,706  14 

$1,041,571  19 
1.145,730  32 

$1)0,383  96 
240,615,29 

164,380  00 

1,693,844  15 

5.50 

3.25 

K4.723  55 

1,180,143  07 

5.72 

3.30 

1,534,732  32 

444,365  56 

1,137,357  92 

172,572  92 

1857 

188,646  00 

2,009,437  00 

5.71 

3.46 

1,554,780  64 

454,343  53 

1,235,992  65 

162,670  9S 

1858 

186,841  12 

2,039,684  06 

5.43 

3.17 

1,621,379  00 

531,413  85 

1,407,159  35 

167,721  07 

1859 

103,503  34 

2,015,785  20 

5.43 

3.35 

1, 639,3s  3  23 

448,426  28 

1,442,171  70 

209,956  38 

1860 

209,813  97 

2,108,487  44 

3.25 

5.40 

1,783,114  48 

496,124  67 

1,436,063  00 

223,497  39 

IS61 

210,75a  00 

1,965,164  91 

4.75 

3.47 

1,756,307  38 

305,796  90 

1,367,181  33 

232, "37  3J 

1862 

211,784  60 

1,980,473  26 

4.90 

3.03 

1,797,347  36 

394,767  35 

1,698,040  01 

250,566  52 

1863 

216,087  93 

2,143,348  20 

5.09 

3.27 

2,016,310  17 

488,517  69 

1,098,664  01 

309,227  30 

1864 

2)9,134  08 

2,438,640  37 

6.89 

3.63 

2,318,069  18 

374,459  97 

1,990,777  83 

410,246  26 

1865 

233,463  67 

3,013,057  33 

6.56 

4.53 

2,801,759  31 

596,669  69 

2,211,521  70 

458,317  61 

1866 

239,813  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

5.04 

3,489,237  31 

985,152  55 

2,482,512  63 

601,087  21 

1S67 

218,521  87 

4,016,919  12 

7.53 

5.51 

4,314,028  52 

1,357,726  99 

2,019,109  93 

642,217  88 

1868 

807,718  00 

4,438  946  66 

7.63 

6.30 

5,068,316  72 

1,104,860  21 

2,819,444  00 

727,624  05 

1869 

321,300  00 

4,731,049  86 

7.76 

5.39 

5,684,997  21 

2,560,137  42 

3,010,690  33 

807,713  82 

1S70 

318,451  34 

5,010,S01  73 

7.71 

6.58 

6,023,451  65 

3,006,194  41 

3,183,418  86 

799,275  48 

1871 

429,152  65 

5,229,024  69 

7.27 

5.06 

5,438,656  89 

2,535,637  39 

3,221,121  78 

863,738  96 

1872 

375,322  71 

5,543,985  23 

7.50 

4.30 

6,671,949  93 

1,477,831  00 

2,424,970  91 

1,756,111  73 

1873 

521,345  13 

5,787,833  95 

7.55 

5.02 

6,808,917  69 

1,600,131  62 

3,596,00$  47 

1  652,651  94 

1S74 

533,625  13 

5,983,004  90 

6.38 

5.14 

7,247,263  63 

1,722,103  54 

3,755,399  63 

1,961,341  6C 

1875 

728,207  19 

6,003,443  31 

6.27 

3.89 

6,918,811  03 

1,245,387  23 

3,826,987  12 

2,006,833  88 

1876 

723,784  82 

5,627,943  56 

5.95 

3.75 

6,623,273  04 

961,915  02 

3,742,728  80 

1  94S.470  56 

1S77 

723,082  57 

5,289,646  25 

5.42 

2.30 

6,229,714  59 

877,382  06 

3,651,883  00 

1,817,934  11 

1878 

497,030  76 

4,925,874  62 

5.08 

3.12 

6,282,110  78 

878,808  93 

3,544,552  72 

1,672,927  20 

1879 

747,29?  13 

4,818,594  36 

5.04 

2.99 

5,859,009  06 

809,896  51 

3,606,911  82 

1,584,365  92 

1880 

805,819  70 

5,031,779  70 

5.08 

3.21 

6,499,120  91 

1,067,471  34 

3,673,225  83 

1,703,224  S9 

1881 

684,127  86 

5,452,903  28 

5.39 

8.26 

6,6S6,256  93 

1,139,355  44 

3,830,079  52 

1,687,912  96 

1S82 

006,478  18 

5,676,545  57 

5.69 

3.61 

7,365,217  19 

1,431,670  68 

4,095,658  50 

1,850,849  50 

1883 

700,340  81 

6,313,832  62 

6.06 

3.61 

7,623,678  37 

1,405,526  81 

4,282,191  13 

1.965,796  63 

1884 

803,103  18 

6,519,927  78 

6.14 

3.50 

8,095,942  18 

1,566,323  91 

4,447,618  69 

2,086,595  98 

1885 

803,344  24 

6,672,185  29 

6.16 

3.55 

8,105,866  59 

1,537,565  15 

4,582,374  35 

2,117,667  28 

1886 

802,411  12 

6,946,949  23 

5.94 

3.34 

8,485,087  22 

1,461,673  43 

4,673,324  30 

2,171,481  66 

1887 

803.190  71 

7.134.701  52 

7.64  ( 

3.34 

8,836,053  35 

1,642,961  33 

5,044,385  15 

2,297,364  51 

1888 

38-5-95 
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2,316 

19,365 

7.45 

21,393 

$37  57 

840,744 

583,292 

44 

$0  96 

1890 

2,325 

19,758 

7.33 

21,886 

38  46 

29  83 

849,055 

574,817 

44 

96 

1891 

2,33ff 

20,190 

7.40 

22,231 

39  34 

30  46 

855,200 

592,249 

43 

1  00 

1892 

2,357 

20,653 

7.41 

22,556 

39  83 

30  89 

861.033 

.-.90.316 

J2 

1  04 

1893 

2.386 

21,134 

7.74 

23,085 

41  64 

32  53 

876.131 

610,422 

42 

1  15 

1894.    ....... 

2,411 

21,553 

7.71 

23,253 

41  84 

32  55 

915,499 

645,201 

42 

1  06 

1895, 

2,443 

22  253 

7.62 

22,993 

41  78 

32  79 

942.975 

666,102 

42 

1  29 
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$1,207,009  52 

$7,869,505  56 

6.19 

3.13 

$9,008,852  33 

$1,799,121  10 

$"j,240,S26  22 

$2,501,880  71 

1889 

1,206,204  94 

7,923,622  43 

5.88 

3.24 

9,851,095  76 

2,131,322  71 

5.438,587  21 

2,656,958  93 

1890 

1,564,803  81 

8,081,137  92 

5.96 

3.22 

8,450.909  25 

2,892,667  68 

5,693,332  84 

2,829,690  06 

1891 

1,560,267  38 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

3.17 

10,829,029  55 

2,378,780  77 

6,028,019  91 

2,378,780  77 

1892 

3,901,116  SO 

7,776,101  62 

4.54 

2.74 

10,289,198  07 

2,979,271  21 

6,672,850  72 

3,535,968  49 

1893 

4,039,766  22 

8,677,582  67 

4.40 

3.20 

11,131,332  03 

2,834,091  22 

6,995,022  56 

3,637,038  74 

1894 

4,432,647  24 

8,598,542  71 

4.52 

2.75 

12,053,899  69 

3.182.749  40 

7.206,252  88 

3,912,662  13 

1895 
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Statement  Shoiuing  the  Number  of  Districts  in  the  Several  Counties 
having  Six,  Seven,  Eight,  Nine  and  Ten  Months  Respectively,  for 
School  Year  ending  June  3,  1895. 

(In  this  statement  fractions  of  a  month  one-half  or  over  are  counted  as  whole  numbers. ) 


Adams 

Allegheny,  , 
Armstrong, 

Beaver 

Bedford,     . . . 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford,     . . 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria,  . . 
Cameron,     . , 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester,     ... 

Clarion 

Clearfield,    . 

Clinton 

Columbia,  . 
Crawford,  . 
Cumberland. 
:)auphln,  .. 
[  'olaware,    . 

Elk 

Erie 

Fayette,     . . 

Forest 

Franklin,     . 

Fulton 

Greene,    .... 
Huntingdon, 
Indiana,    . . . 
Jefferson. 
Juniata.     . . . 


COUNTY. 


9  mos.      8  mos. 


6  mos. 
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COUNTY. 


8  mos. 


7  mos.       6  mos.      Total 


Lackawanna, 

Lancaster 

Lawrence,    

Lebanon,    

Lehigh 

Luzerne,     

Lycoming,     

McKean,     

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe,     

Montgomery,     . . . 

Montour,     

Northampton,     . . 
Northumberland, 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill,    , 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan,     

Susquehanna,    . . . 

Tioga,     

Union,     

Venango,    

Warren,    

Washington,    .... 

Wayne 

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming 

Tork,    


Philadelphia, 


Total, 


105 


g 

6 

13 

20 

4 

3 

1 

4 

9 

11 

3 

4 

7 

5 

5 

4 

3 

5 

575 


2 

7 

22 

9 

18 

7 

2 

9 

10 

13 

9 

2 

1009 


36 

66 

26 

19 

26 

68 

54 

21 

48 
14 

20 

66 
12 
84 
M 
30 
11 
29 
78 
18 
40 
12 
43 
42 
15 
33 
30 
66 
30 
63 
30 
56 


2,443 
1 
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Statement  Showing  the  Number  of  Schools  in  the  Several  Counties  having 
Six,  Seven,  Eight,  Nine  and  Ten  Months  Respectively,  for  School  Year 
ending  June  3,  1895.  ' 

In  this  statement  fractions  of  a  month  one-half  or  over  are  counted  as  whole  numbers. ) 


10  mos.      9  mos.     8  moa. 


7  mos.       6  mos.     Total 


Vdams 

10 
418 

12 
281 

10 
119 

153 
33 

185 

1,187 

2,038 

6 

34 

18 

6 

239 

303 

81 
8 

48 
22 

35 
22 

112 
251 

27f 

303 

223 

18 
163 
76 

35 
19 
78 

76 
69 
138 

361 
108 
163 

713 

359 

6 

461 

49 

138 

32 

103 

7 

329 

& 

42 

43 

151 

64 

308 

37 

64 

188 

364 

10 

23 

16 

49 

14 

100 

6 

4 

59 

1X3 

27 

21 

50 

172 

270 

30 

131 

221 

36 

418 

9 

24 

12 

200 

245 

72 

82 

239 

393 

46 
76 

9 

23 

47 

96 

104 

165 

236 

80 

102 

208 

101 

494 

25 

30 

27 

141 

33 

256 

134 

102 

33 

44 

131 

444 

148 

145 

2 

29L 

96 

45 

7 

148 

182 

56 
52 

57 
35 

181 
101 

53 
209 

529 

397 

31 

28 

24 
52 

26 
213 

81 

34 

327 

3 

74 

77 

12 
14 

?8 

198 
186 

^10 

21 

249 

33 
34 
9 

3 

IS 
5 

252 

187 
94 

288 

269 

108 
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10  mos.  I    9  mos.     8  mos.        7  mos.       6  mos.      Total. 


Lackawanna,    ... 

Lancaster,     

Lawrence,    , 

Lebanon 

Lehigh,    , 

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean , 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe,     

Montgomery,     ... 

Montour 

Northampton,     . . 
Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder,    , 

Somerset 

Sullivan , 

Susquehanna,    . . 

Tioga 

Union,    

Venango 

Warren 

Washington,    . . . 

Wayne 

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming 

York 


Philadelphia. 


325 
97 


140 
73 


159 
11 


3,377 
3,095 


57 
60 
70 
15 
456 
115 
52 
57 


20 
41 
2S 
74 
192 
5 
12 
6 
265 


72 

43 

4 

542 

39  i 

224 

1C8 

685 

37 

90 

44 

231 

6 

97 

87 

260 

25 

76 

132 

3S8 

109 

99 

53 

790 

46  j 

30 

200 

391 

75 

C7 

80 

274 

88 

117 

86 

348 

22 

31 

66 

119 

6 

21 

98 

144 

46 

77 

49 

510 

G 
70 

43 

70 

77 

40 

413 

28 

25 

114 

370 

20 

18 

147 

190 

28 

28 

68 

18 

6 
9 
19 
8 

49 
55 
15 
60 
141 
66 
39 
120 
30 
58 


53 
43 
2 
10 
13 

175 

182 
15 
57 
74 

174 
92 

213 
45 
49 


4,007 


4.3C5 


110 
127 
110 
260 
69 
85 
71 
52 
103 
21 
143 
70 
241 
49 
337 


187 
704 
121 
289 

90 
320 
371 

93 


588 
134 
535 


22,253 
3,095 


25,343 
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Average  Monthly  )Vages  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  School  Year 

ending  June  3,  1895. 


County. 


Delaware 

Allegheny 

Elk 

Schuylkill 

Luzerne 

Lackawanna,    . . . 
McKean 

8  Montgomery,    . . . 

9  Carbon 

10  Warren 

11  Beaver,   

12  Cameron 

13  Lehigh 

14  Bucks 

15  Chester 

16  Westmoreland,    . 

17  Northampton, 

18  Fayette 

19  Lancaster 

20  Washington 

21  Venango 

22  Tioga 

23  Northumberland, 

24  Blair 

25  Dauphin 

26  Erie 

27  Lebanon 

28  Cambria,    

29  Cumberland 

30  Susquehanna,    . . 


Mifflin,    ... 

Clearfield, 

Lawrence. 


Wages. 


$64  43 

63  S5 
58  21 
55  21 
55  11 
54  SO 

64  30 
54  22 
51  84 
51  C6 
51  02 
60  71 
48  72 
48  13 
47  49 
47  4S 
47  28 
47  09 
46  53 
43  91 
43  53 
43  23 
43  10 
42  63 
42  62 
41  79 
41  06 
40  91 
40  61 
40  48 
40  47 
40  20 
39  69 


County. 


34  Montour,    . . , 

35  Lycoming,    . 

36  Butler 

37  Potter 

3S  Bedford,    ... 

39  Jefferson,    . . 

40  Mercer 

41  Clinton,     .... 

42  Clarion 

43  Wayne 

44  Crawford,    . , 

45  Columbia,    . . 

46  York,     

47  Armstrong, 

48  Sullivan,    . . . 

49  Franklin,     . 

50  Forest 

51  Bradford,     . 

52  Berks 

53  Indiana,    . . . 

54  Union,     

55  Wyoming,   . 

■56  Centre 

57  Momr>e,     . . . 

68  Huntingdon, 

59  Greene 

60  Perry 

61  Somerset,    . 

62  Juniata,    ... 

63  Adams, 

64  Pike, 

65  Snyder, 

66  Fulton 


Wages. 


$38  67 
39  25 
39  18 

33  67 
38  -13 
38  08 
37  S5 
37  72 
37  48 
37  S3 

37  15 
36  G6 
36  49 
3G  12 
35  'J5 
35  70 
^5  6) 
35  42 
35  07 

34  66 
34  Gt, 
34  31 
34  ?1 
34  07 
83  00 
33  66 
33  25 
32  75 
31  ?:> 
80  65 

38  11 
96  88 
25  95 
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Average  Monthly   Wages  of  Female   Teachers  by  Counties  for  School 
Year  ending  June  3,  1895. 


County. 


Wages. 


1  Delaware $47  57 

2  Allegheny 45  44 

3  Lancaster 42  08 

4  Montgomery.    40  96 

5  Bucks 40  38 

6  Beaver 40  13 

7  Chester 39  32 

S  Schuylkill 39  OS 

9  "Westmoreland 39  03 

10  Luzerne 38  09 

11  Blair 37  96 

12  Cumberland 37  £1 

13  Washington 37  73 

14  Fayette 37  04 

15  Lebanon,     37  26 

16  Northampton,    37  00 

17  Lehigh,   36  83 

18  McKean 36  25 

19  Butler 36  01 

20  Elk 34  77 

21  Lawrence 34  52 

22  Northumberland 34  48 

23  Carbon 34  33 

24  Cambria 33  C4 

25  Lycoming 33  92 

26  Dauphin,    33  73 

27  Cameron 33  62 

28  Berks 33  21 

29  York 33  01 

30  Clearfield 32  98 

31  Forest 32  92 

32  Mifflin 32  69 

33  Lackawanna 32  56 


34  Venango 

35  Armstrong,    . . 

36  Centre 

37  Union,    

38  Warren 

39  Clinton 

40  Jefferson 

41  Columbia,     . . . 

42  Franklin 

43  Indiana,     

44  Mercer 

45  Potter 

46  Greene 

47  Clarion. 

48  Huntingdon, 

49  Adams,     

50  Juniata 

51  Sullivan 

52  Tioga,     

53  Monroe 

54  Somerset 

55  Erie 

56  Montour 

57  Bedford 

58  Perry 

59  Crawford,     . . 

60  Pike 

61  Wayne 

62  Bradford,     . . , 

63  Fulton 

64  i   Susquehanna. 


Snyder,    . . 
Wyoming, 


Wages. 


$32  45 
32  C8 
31  91 
31  82 
3i  82 
31  69 
31  56 
31  13 
31  03 
30  77 
30  44 
30  t'3 
29  99 
29  W 
29  97 
29  70 
29  68 
29  47 
29  42 
29  29 
29  02 

23  84 
28  73 
28  71 
27  85 
27  12 
26  69 
26  43 
26  24 

24  6l 
24  46 
23  89 
22  19 
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Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  School  Year 

ending  June  3,  1S95. 


County. 


1  Delaware 

2  Allegheny,    

3  Lackawanna,    . . . 

4  Montgomery, 

5  Luzerne,     

6  Schuylkill 

7  Northampton, 

8  Chester 

9  Warren 

10  Bucks 

U  Erie 

12  Carbon, 

13  Dauphin,    

14  Northumberland 
16  Beaver 

16  Lehigh 

17  Cumberland,     . . . 

18  Blair 

19  Elk 

20  Berks 

21  Lawrence 

22  Lancaster,     

23  McKean,    

24  Venango 

25  Lebanon 

26  Mercer,    

27  Forest 

28  Washington 

29  Potter 

30  Montour 

31  Columbia,    

32  Tioga. 

33  Butler 


Months. 


9.45 
9.30 
9.25 
S.88 
8.35 
B.75 

8.1 

S.36 
8.27 
8.21 
8.21 
8.07 
8.06 
7.91 
7.91 
7.82 
7.71 
7.<J6 
7.57 
7.T.5 
7.52 
7.42 
7.40 
7.S6 
7.35 
7.31 
7.33 
7.32 
7.27 
7.26 
7.24 
7.22 
7.21 


County. 


34  Susquehanna, 

35  Lycoming, 

36  Crawford,    ... 

37  l'ike 

38  Wyoming 

39  Wayne 

40  Westmoreland, 

41  Bradford 

42  Fayette 

43  York 

44  Union,     

45  Cameron 

46  Franklin 

47  Cambria 

48  Mifflin 

49  Monroe 

50  Armstrong,     .. 
61  Jefferson,    

52  Clearfield 

53  Huntingdon, 

54  Centre 

55  Sullivan,     

56  Adams 

57  Indiana 

68  Perry,     

59  Juniata 

60  Somerset 

61  Snyder 


Bedford, 

Clinton, 

Clarion, 

Fulton. 

Greene. 


7.21 
7.20 
7.15 
7.10 
7.03 
7.09 
7.02 
6.95 
6.S7 
6.85 
6.82 
6.78 
6.75 
6. 66 
6.63 
6.60 
6.56 
6.62 
6.51 
6.47 
6.40 
6.32 
6.30 
6.29 
6.25 
6.21 
6.19 
6.16 
6.14 
6.10 
6.09 
6.07 
B.03 
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PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 


Deputy  Superintendents, 
Henry  Houck  and  John  Q.  Stewart. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department, 

A.  D.  Glenn,  Financial  Clerk.        G.  W.  Haggerty,  Statistical  Clerk. 
Jacob  Keyser,  Recording  Clerk.    J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Senographer  and  Typewriter, 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds. 


State  Normal  Schools. 


District. 


First,     :.... 
Second,    . . . 

Third,     

Fourth, 
Fifth, 

Sixth,     

Seventh, 
Eighth.     . . . 
Ninth,     ... 

Tenth 

Eleventh, 

Twelfth, 

Thirteenth, 


Principal. 


George   M.    Philips, 

E.   O.   Lyte 

George  B.  Hancher, 
George  P.  Bible,    ... 

S.   H.   Albro 

Judson  P.  Welsh,  . . 
George  M.   D.  Eckel 

James  Eldon,    

D.   J.    Waller,   Jr.,    . 

T.   B.   Noss 

Albert  E.  Maltby,  . 
Martin  G.  Benedict, 
A.  J.  Davis,   


Postoffice. 


West  Chester. 

MlllersvlUe. 

Kutztown. 

E.    Stroudsburg. 

Mansfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Lock   Haven. 

Indiana. 

California. 

Slippery    Rock 

Edinboro 

Clarion. 
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Adams,    

Allegheny,  . 
Armstrong, 

Beaver 

Bedford 

Berks 

Blair 

Bradford,    . . . 

Bucks 

Butler 

Cambria,  . . . 
Cameron,    . . . 

Carbon 

Centre 

Chester 

Clarion 

Clearfield,    .. 

Clinton 

Columbia,  .. 
Crawford,  .. 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  ... 
Delaware,    .. 

Elk 

Erie, 

Fayette,    

Forest,     

Franklin,    ... 

Fulton 

Greene 

Huntingdon, 

Indiana 

Jefferson.  .. 
Juniata.  ... 
Lackawanna 
Lancaster,  . 
Lawrence,    . . 


J.    W.    Thoman,    ... 
Samuel   Hamilton, 
W.  M.  Jackson,    . . . 
J.   G.   Hlllman,    .... 

C.  J.  Potts 

W.  M.  Zechman,  . . 
Huiiry  S.   Wertz,    . . 

G.   W.   Ryan 

W.  H.  Slotter,  .... 
N.   C.   McCollough, 

J.   W.   Leech 

Ella  Herrlck 

A.  S.    Beisel 

C.  L.  Gramley 

Joseph   S.    Walton, 
Wm.   A.   Beer,    

B.  C.   Youngman, 
Wm.   A.    Snyder,    . . 
Wm.   C.   Johnston, 
George  I.   Wright, 

A.  J.  Beitzel.    

R.   M.   McNeal 

A.  G.  C.   Smith. 
Wm.   H.   Deveraux, 
Thomas  C.   Mill.  1 , 
E.   F.    Porter, 

Agnes  Kerr,    

Wm.  F.  Zumbro,  . . 
Clem  Chestnut,  . . . 
Ezra  D.   Stewart.    . 

S.    G.    Rudy,    

A.    M.    Hammers, 
J.  H.  Hughes,    

D.  M.    Marshall.    . 

J.    C.    Taylor 

M.   J.   Brecht 

J.    M.    Watson 


Abbottstown,     . . 

Braddock 

Kittanning,     

Freedom 

Bedford 

Reading,     

Duncansville,    .. 

Towanda 

Doylestown,     . . . 

Butler 

Ebensburg 

Emporium,    

Mauch    Chunk, 

Rebersburg 

Ercildoun,     

Callensburg,     . . . 

Clearfield 

Salona 

Jerseytown 

Mead  vi  lie 

Boiling  Springs, 

Harrlsburg,     

Media 

Rldgway 

West  Mill  Creek, 
Brownsville,     .   . 

Tionesta 

Chambersburg, 
Hustontown,     . . . 
Waynesburg,     . . . 

Huntingdon,     

Indiana,     

Brookvllle,     

Walnut 

Scranton 

Lancaster 

Fay 


Salary. 

11,200  00 
4,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  00 
2,500  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,200  00 
1,700  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,200  00 
2,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,250  00 
1,881  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,642  50 
1,500  00 
1,291  50 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,350  00 
1,600  00 
L237M 
1,000  00 
2.000  00 
2,500  00 
1,000  00 
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County. 


Lebanon 

Lehigh,    

Luzerne 

Lycoming 

McKean 

Mercer,    

Mifflin,   

Monroe 

Montgomery,   . . . 

Montour,    

Northampton,    . 
Northumberland 

Perry 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Snyder 

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,    . . 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington,    . . . 

Wayne 

Westmorela  id. 
Wyoming,    ..  ... 
York 


John  W.   Snoke,    ........ 

Alvin  Rupp 

Torrence  B.  Harrison. 

J.   G.   Becht 

William  P.  Eckels.    .. 

L.    R.    Eckles 

G.    T.    Cooper 

T.  H.   Serfass 

R.  F.   Hoffecker 

W.  D.   Stelnbach 

W.  F.  Hoch 

Ira  Shlpman 

Joseph  M.   Arnold,    . . . 

George   Sawyer, 

Anna  Bodler 

G.  W.  Weiss 

F.   C.   Bowersox 

J.   M.   Berkey 

Francis  W.    Meylert, 

U.    B.    Glllet 

H.   E.   Raesly 

B.   R.  Johnson 

John  F.   Bigler 

H.  M.   Putnam 

Byron   E.    Tombaugh, 
James  H.   Kennedy.    . 

W.  W.   Ulerich 

Asa  S.   Keeler 

D.   H.    Gardner 


Annville 

Allentown,     

Wilkes-Barre,     . . 

Muncy 

Smethport 

Mercer 

Belleville 

Gilberts 

Norristown,     

Danville 

Freemansburg,     . 

Sunbury 

New    Bloomflelrt, 

Millrlft 

Goudersport,    

Schuylkiil  Haven 

Middleburg 

Berlin 

Laporte 

New  Milford,    . . . 

Wellsboro' 

Lewisburg 

Franklin 

Warren 

Washington 

Pleasant   Mount, 

Latrobe 

Tunkhannock,     . . 
York 


Salary. 

$1,500  00 
1,500  09 
2,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
2,400  00 
1,000  00 
1,400  00 
1,650  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
2,650  00 
1,000  00 
1,255  50 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,849  50 
1,400  00 
2,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 


606 


Public  Instruction.  [Off.  Doc. 

City  and  Borough  Superintendents. 


Allegheny 

Allentown 

Altoona 

Ashland 

Beaver  Falls 

Bethlehem 

IJraddock 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Butler 

Carbondale 

Carlisle 

Chambersburg — 

Chester,    

Columbia 

Corry 

Danville 

DuBois 

Dunmore, 

Easton 

Erie 

Foster     township     (Lu- 
zerne county), 

Franklin 

Harrisburg , 

Hazleton 

Hazle      township      (Lu- 
zerne county), 

Homestead 

Huntingdon.      

Johnstown 

Lancaster,    

Lebanon,    

Lock  Haven 

Lower  Merlon  township 
'Miinlgomerv  county), 
McKeesport. 


John   Morrow 

Francis   D.    Raub 

D.  S.   Keith 

William   C.    Estler 

J.   M.   Reed,   

Thomas    Farquhar 

John  S.    Keefer 

E.  E.    Miller 

Matilda  S.  Booz 

Ebenezer   Mackey 

John  J.   Forbes 

S.   B.   Shearer 

W.   H.    Hockenberry 

Charles  F.    Foster 

S.    H.    Hoffman,    

A.  D.  Colegrove 

James  C.  Houser 

W     1.     Greene,    

John   E.    Williams 

William   W.    Cottlngham, 
H.    C.    Mlsslmer 


Joseph   B.   Gabrio Hazleton, 

N.    P.    Kinsley Franklin, 

Lemuel   O.    Foose Harrisburg, 

David    A.    Harman Hazleton, 


Allegheny, 

Allentown 

Altoona 

Ashland,     

Beaver   Falls, 
Bethlehem, 

Braddock 

Bradford,     . . 

Bristol 

Butler 

Carbondale,    . . 

Carlisle 

Chambersburg, 

Chester 

Columbia 

Corry 

Danville 

DuBois 

Dunmore, 

Easton 

Erie 


John  J.  Mulhall, 
John  C.  Kendall. 
William    M.    Benson. 

T.   B.   Johnston   

R.  K.  Buehrle 

Cyrus  Boger 

John   A.   Robb 


J.    I.   Robb.    .. 
H.    F.    Brooks. 


Hazleton,     . . 

Homestead, 

Huntingdon, 

Johnstown, 

Lancaster, 

Iiebanon,     . . . 

Lock   Havv>n, 


Bryn  Mawr 
McKeesport. 


$2,500  00 
1.500  00 
1,500  00 
1,200  00 
1,600  00 
1,350  09 
1,600  00 
2,000  00 
800  00 
1.500  00 
1.200  00 
1,200  00 
1,000  00 
1.800  00 
1.400  00 
1,500  00 
1,233  33 
1,000  00 
200  00 
2,000  00 
2,700  00 

1,000  00 
1,500  00 
2,000  00 
1,800  00 

1,350  00 
1,600  00 
1,200  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,000  OP 
1  100  0« 

1.200  J6 
1.800  00 
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City    and    Borough. 


Name. 


Mahanoy   City 

Mahanoy  township 
(Schuylkill   county),    .. 

Meadville 

Middletown 

Milton 

Mount  Carmel,    

Nanticoke 

New  Brighton 

New   Castle,    

Newport  township  (Lu- 
zerne county) 

Norristown, 

Oil   City 

Philadelphia 

Phoenixville 

Pittsburgh 

Tottstown .. 

Pottsville 

Reading 

Scranton,   

Shamokin 

Sharon 

Shenandoah 

South  Bethlehem 

South  Easton 

Steelton 

Sunbury 

Tamaqua,    

Titusvllle 

Tyrone,    

West  Chester 

Wilkes-Barre 

Williamsport 

York 


Frank  S.   Miller, 


Frank  J.  Noonan,  . . 
Henry  V.   Hotchkiss, 

H.  H.  Weber,    

Lewis  A.  Beardsley, 
Samuel  H.  Dean,  . . . 
Clarence  B.  Miller,    . 

J.  B.   Uichey 

Thomas  F.   Kane,    . . . 


James  A.  Dewey,  . . . 
Joseph   K.   Gotwals, 

C.  A.   Babcock 

Edward  Brooks 

Harry  F.   Leister,    . 
George  J.    Luokey,    . . 
William  W.  Rupert. 

B.  F.    Patterson, 

Samuel  A.  Baer 

George    Howell,     

William  F.  Harpel. 

J.    W.   Canon,    

Martin  P.  Whitaker, 

Owen  R.  Wilt 

A.   J.    LaBarre 

L.   E.   McGinnes 

C.  D.   Oberdorf, 

R.  F.  Ditchburn,  ... 
Robert  D.  Crawford. 
C.    E.    Kauffman,     . . . 

Addison  Jones 

James  M.  Coughlin, 
Samuel  Transeau,  . . 
Atreus  Wanner 


Postoffice. 


Mahanoy   City,    . 

Saint  Nicholas, 

Meadville 

Middletown 

Milton 

Mount   Carmel,    . 

Nanticoke 

New    Brighton.     . 
New   Castle 

Wanamie 

Norristown,    

Oil  City 

Philadelphia,     . . . 
Phoenixville, 

Pittsburgh 

Pottstown 

Pottsville 

Reading 

Scranton 

Shamokin 

Sharon 

Shenandoah 

South  Bethlehem, 
South   Easton,    . . 

Steelton 

Sunbury,     

Tamaqua,     

Titusville 

Tyrone 

West   Chester,    .. 
Wilkes-Barre,     . . 
Williamsport, 
York 


Salary- 

U.65LI  <K> 

1,200  00 
1,800  00 
1,050  00 
1,500  00 
1,200  00 
1,500  00 
1,35!)  on 
1,500  00 

1,200  00 
1,750  00 
2,000  00 
5,000  00 
1,200  00 
3,500  00 
1,500  00 
1,700  00 
2,500  00 
2,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 
1,350  00 
1,260  00 
1,200  00 
1,800  00 
1,400  00 
1,500  00 
2,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 
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COLLEGE  AND  UNIVERSITY  COUNCIL. 


Ex-officio  Members. 

Governor  Daniel  H.  Hastings. 

Attorney  General  Henry  C.  McCormick. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 

Members  Appointed  by  the  Governor. 

Provost  C.  C.  Harrison,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

George  W.  Atherton,  president  State  College,  State  College,  Pa. 

W.  J.  Holland,  chancellor  Western  University,  Allegheny  City,  Pa. 

T.  L.  Seip,  president  Muhlenberg  College,  Allentown,  Pa. 

J.  D.  Moffat,  president  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  Wash- 
ington, Pa. 

George  E.  Reed,  president  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

G.  M.  Philips,  principal  State  Normal  School,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

Edward  Brooks,  city  superintendent,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

James  M.  Coughlin,  superintendent,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 


NAMES  OF  THE  PERSONS  APPOINTED  BY  THE  SUPERIN- 
TENDENT OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION  ON  THE  COMMITTEES 
ON  PERMANENT  CERTIFICATES  FOR  THE  SEVERAL  COUN- 
TIES, AS  AUTHORIZED  BY  THE  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY  AP- 
PROVED JUNE  28th,  1895,  P.  L.,  Page  417. 


ADAMS  COUNTY,   Daniel  Ruff,  New  Oxford. 

J.  Dorsey  Hunter,  Gettysburg. 
Emma  L.  Weirman,  Bermudian. 

ALLEGHENY  COUNTY,   J.  Q.  A.  Irvin,  Etna. 

F.  H.  Powers,  McKee's  Rocks. 


Mrs.Lyde  Purman  Williams,  Home- 
stead. 
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ARMSTRONG  COUNTY, H.  H.  Elliott,  Freeport. 

J.  O.  Wolf,  Neale. 

Miss  Myra  Jackson,  Apollo. 

BEAVER  COUNTY, Miss  Mary  Aiken,  New  Brighton. 

Miss    Sarah    E.    Jackson,    Beaver 

Falls. 
John  A.  Keys,  Beaver. 

BEDFORD  COUNTY, .C.  H.  Bucher,  Everett. 

S.  A.  Van  Ormer,  Saxton. 

Miss  Margaret  McCleery,  Bedford 

BERKS  COUNTY, E.  J.  Connor,  Boyertown. 

F.  H.  Hain,  Wernersville. 
Mary  Heins,  Eshbach. 

BLAIR  COUNTY,    J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  Clover  Creek. 

Miss  Sallie  C.  Dutt,  Martinsburg. 
Miss  Kate  M.  Stewart,  Hollidavs 
burg. 

BRADFORD  COUNTY Thomas  M.  Stalford,  Towanda. 

Samuel  M.  Huston,  Franklindale, 

E.  W.  Morgan,  Canton. 

BUCKS  COUNTY Allen  S.  Martin,  Doylestown. 

•Margaret  J.  Moffat,  Riegelsville. 
Lillian  Rich,  Edgewood. 

BUTLER  COUNTY, L.  F.  Hall,  Butler. 

A.  F.  Cochrane,  Hoaker. 
Lottie  V.  Schoenfeld,  Bruin. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY Annie  M.  Jones,  Ebensburg. 

Annie   McGlade,  Gallitzin. 
John  T.  Glasgow,  Mountaindale. 

CAMERON  COUNTY.    J.  J.  Coleman,  Driftwood. 

Sarah  A.  Meek,  Emporium. 
Anna  II.  Rhoads,  Emporium. 

CARBON  COUNTY,   James  .1.  Bevan,  Mauch  Chunk. 

J.  A.  Noecker,  Nesquehoning. 
J.  K.  Witmer,  Lansford. 

CENTRE  COUNTY,   David  O.  Etters,  Bellefonte. 

Chas.  Lose,  Philipsburg. 

F.  A.  Foreman,  Centre  Hall. 
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CLARION  COUNTY, 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY, 


CLINTON  COUNTY,  .  . 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY,  .  . 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY, 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY,  . 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY, 


DELAWARE  COUNTY 


ELK  COUNTY, 


ERIE  COUNTY, 


FAYETTE  COUNTY, 


.  .John  R.  Hunsicker,  Downingtown. 
Susan  C.  Lodge,  West  Chester. 
Jacob  K.  Jones,  Spring  City. 

.  .  W.  M.  McDonald,  East  Brady. 
Miss  Alice  E.  Allen,  Clarion. 
0.  M.  McNaughton,  Rimersburg. 

.  .T.  S.  March,  Clearfield. 
J.  L.  L.  Bucke,  Houtzdale. 
Blanche  Miller,  DuBois. 

. .  C.  E.  Walker,  Salona. 
J.  C.  Smith,  Greenburr. 
W.  H.  Klepper,  Lock  Haven. 

.  A.  U.  Lesher,  Berwick. 
Martha  Berninger,  Catawissa. 
Alice  Edgar,  Bloomsburg. 

.R.  S.  Penfield,  Cochrantown. 
Euphemia  Haxton,  Meadville. 
C.  F.  Chamberlain,  Cambridge. 

.J.  H.  App,  Shippensburg. 
Albert  H.  Swartz,  Mechanicsburg. 
Miss  Mary  Landis,  Carlisle. 

.Ira  S.  Wolcott,  Lykens. 
C.  S.  Davis,  Steelton. 
Miss  Mary  M.Vollmer,  Harrisburg. 

.  Miss  Mary  L.  Dunn,  Garrettford. 
Miss    Emma    A.    Brewer,    Crum 

Lynne. 
Leon  H.  Watters,  Media. 

.D.  S.  Driscoll,  St.  Mary. 
J.  B.  Reese,  Ridgway. 
Miss  Ella  L.  Kime,  Ridgway. 

.  Thomas  M.  Morrison,  Waterford. 
Mary  Sterrett,  Girard. 
James  R.  Burns,  Erie. 

.A.  J.  Gans,  Point  Marion. 
Lee  Smith,  Uniontown. 
J.  L.  Keffer,  Dunbar. 
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FOREST  COUNTY, Miss  Ida  Paup,  Tionesta. 

Miss  Nancy  C.  Morrow,  Lynch. 
S.  M.  Wkitmore,  West  Hickory. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY, Samuel  Gelwix,  Ckambersburg. 

R.  T.  Adams,  Waynesboro. 
Miss    Sadie    M.    Parker,    Mercers 
burg. 

FULTON  COUNTY, Miss    Lottie  A.  Besore,    Webster 

Mills. 
Miss  S.  Lizzie  Kirk,  Clear  Ridge. 
B.  N.  Palmer,  Needmore. 

GREENE  COUNTY A.  B.  Barnett,  Ryerson's  Station. 

Miss    Mary    J.    Pitcock,    Waynes- 
burgh. 
O.  F.  Orndorff,  Harveys. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY,    J.  B.  Boring,  Huntingdon. 

S.  NY.  MeClure,  Mt.  Union. 
Jnu.  M.  Drake,  Saltillo. 

INDIANA  COUNTY, W.  C.  McKee,  Blairsville. 

J.  P.  Archibald,  Saltsburg. 
Edwin  E.  Bach,  Indiana. 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY,   W.  A.  Henry,  Brookville. 

G.  L.  Glenn,  Lindsey. 
W.  M.  Brown,  Big  Run. 

JUNLA.TA  COUNTY,   Oden  C.  Gortner,  Mifflintown. 

Miss  Mary  W.  McCulloch,  McCnl 

loch's  Mills. 
Miss  Kate  Dipple,  Patterson. 

LA  (RAW  ANNA  <  <  »l  XTY,  .  . .  .H.  J.  Hockenberry,  Carbondale. 

Miss  Carrie  A.  Kenyon,  Oliphant 
M.  J.  Lloyd,  Priceburg. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY,   C.  L.  Arnold,  Mount  Joy. 

Miss  Alice  H.  Bricker,  Lititz. 
Miss  Mary  Martin,  Lancaster, 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY, T.  M.  Haggerty,  New  Castle. 

.Miss  Letitia  Elliott,  New  Wilming 

ton. 
.Miss  Mary  Kenney,  Enon  Valh-v 
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LEBANON  COUNTY Charles  K.  Witmer,  Lebanon. 

John  L.  Sberk,  Coheva. 

Miss  Esther  Kersey,  Millbach. 

LEHIGH  COUNTY, H.  J.  Reinhard,  Catasauqua. 

E.  S.  Dieter,  Allentown. 
P.  B.  Oswald,  New  Tripoli. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY, Robt.  Shiel,  Pittston. 

L.  P.  Bierly,  Hazleton. 

D.  M.  Hobbes,  Ashley. 

LYCOMING  COUNTY, S.  W.  Furst,  Jersey  Shore. 

J.  G.  Dundore,  Hughesville. 
Lizzie  Bird,  Montoursville. 

McKEAN  COUNTY,  T.  F.  Driscoll,  Lewis  Run. 

E.  B.  Horton,  Kane. 
T.  E.  Lytle,  Bradford. 

MERCER  COUNTY,  T.  S.  Vickerman,  Sharpsville. 

Alice  T.  West,  Greenville. 

F.  W.  Magee,  Mercer. 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY, W.  F.  Kennedy,  Lewistown. 

Miss  Katharine  E.  Harvey,  Milroy. 
M.  W.  Garrett,  Newton  Hamilton. 

MONROE  COUNTY W.  A.  Sharer,  Stroudsburg. 

Miss    Clara    Van    Gorden,    East 

Stroudsburg. 
Chas.  S.  Houck,  Delaware  Water 

Gap. 

MONTGOMERY"  COUNTY, A.  D.  Eisenhower,  Norristown. 

H.  A.  Markley,  Norristown. 
Miss    Florence    E.    Sickel,    Davis 
Grove. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY,    B.  L.  Dielil,  Danville. 

Miss  M.  C.  Madden,  Danville. 
Miss  Margaret  Love,   Strawberry 
Ridge. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY, J.  W.  Elliott,  Bangor. 

M.  A.  Richards,  S.  Bethlehem. 
Jacob  Mann,  Easton. 
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NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY,Mr.  P.  S.  Bergstresser,  TrevertoD. 

r.  H.  Mauser,  Watsontown. 
Lizzie  Weaver,  Sunbury. 

PERRY  COUNTY, John  S.  Campbell,  Marysville. 

W.  S.  Snyder,  Duncannon. 
Newton  J.  Briner,  Green  Park. 

PIKE  COUNTY John  C.  Watson,  Milford. 

James  F.  Molony,  Matamoras. 
S.  Albert  Johnson,  Milford. 

....  W.  P.  DuBois,  Coudersport. 

J.  A.  Gardner,    Andrew's   Settle 

ment. 
Miss  Ellen  Huntington,  Austin. 

...  Col.  P.  H.  Monaghan,  Girardville. 

Harvey  M.  Rickert,  T©wer  City. 
J.  J.  Cake.  Pottsville. 

.  .  .  .  C.  L.  Wetzel,  Beavertown. 
R.  L.  Schroyer,  Selinsgrove. 
L  L.  Hermann,  Middleburgh. 


POTTER  COUNTY, 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY 


SNYDER  COUNTY, 


SOMERSET  COUNTY W.  H.  Kretchman,  Berlin. 

J.  J.  Brollier,  Elk  Lick. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY, 


Miss  Ella  K.  Vogel,  Somerset. 

.  O.  L.  Davis,  La  Porte. 
Miss  Julia  M.  Cronin,  Du  Shore. 
Chas.  L.  Lewis,  Du  Shore. 

.  Geo.  A.  Stearns,  Harford. 
C.  F.  Thorp,  Forest  City. 
Mis.  I.  M.  Gray,  Montrose. 


TIOGA  COUNTY,    M.  F.  Cass,  Elkland. 

A.  F.  Stauffer,  Wellsboro. 
Alice  Hughes,  Blossburg. 


UNION  COUNTY,  . 


VENANGO  COUNTY, 


C.  R.  Neff,  Mifflinburg. 

E.  E.  Hess,  Cowan. 

J.  O.  Alleman,  Lewisburg. 

C.   E.  Lord,  Franklin. 
C.  H.  Donnell,  Rouseville. 
Nellie  Kern,  Oil  City. 


No.  5.  J  Committees  on  Permanent  Certificates.  615 

WARKEN  COUNTY,   C.  C.  Eaton,  Warren. 

P.  N.  Osborne,  Youngsville. 
R.  L.  Armstrong,  Sheffield. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY E.  B.  Enoch,  Washington. 

L.  R.  Crumrine,  Beallsville. 
Annie  Closser,  Lone  Pine. 

WAYNE  COUNTY, G.  W.  Twitmyer,  Honesdale. 

Mark  Creasy,  Hawley. 

Miss  Clara  T.  Sutton,  Honesdale. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY,.  .A.  W.  Powell,  Latrobe. 

J.  P.  Wiley,  Irwin. 
Miss    Laura    C.  Cochran,  Greens 
burg. 

WYOMING  COUNTY,   Miss  M.  Adaline  McKown,  Tunk 

hannock. 
Miss  Lillian  M.  Childs,  Tunkhan 

nock. 
Charles  F.  Osborne,  Nicholson. 

YORK  COUNTY, \Y.  A.  Spate,  Loganville. 

F.  L.  Spangler,  York. 

Mrs.  Elma  M.  Snyder,  Hanover. 


NAMES  OF  THE  PERSONS  APPOINTED  ON  THE  COMMITTEES 
ON  PERMANENT  CERTIFICATES  IN  THE  CITIES,  AS  AU- 
THORIZED BY  THE  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY  APPROVED  JUNE 
28th,  1895,  P.  L.,  Page  417. 


ALLEGHENY  CITY,   George  A.  Spindler. 

May  E.  Angney. 
R.  S.  Orr. 

ALTOONA,    Mrs.  Annie  E.  Moore. 

Miss  Linda  E.  Hooper. 
W.  C.  Reem. 

CHESTER, Adelbert  H.  Adams. 

Emily  S.  Bates. 
Eva  D.  Caldwell. 
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McKEESPORT, W.  H.  McMullen. 

Miss  Ida  McCaughau. 
Miss  Blanche  Mu?e. 

NEW  CASTLE George  C.  Thompson. 

Martin  Gantz. 
Miss  Mary  Aiken. 

PITTSBURGH.  A.  C.  McLean. 

R.  M.  Cargo. 
Miss  S.  A.  Piatt. 

READING,  PA., Mr.  Chas.  E.  Foos. 

Miss  C.  A.  Hobson. 
A.  J.  Wobensmith. 

SCRANTON, W.  R.  Graves. 

D.  A.  Stone. 

Eliz.  R.  Stevenson. 

WILKES  BARRE George  W.  James. 

A.  W.  Moss. 
Lizzie  A.  Weir. 

WILLIAMSPORT,   Martha  C.  Thatcher. 

J.  A.  Kiess. 
A.  H.  High. 
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